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A Message From Father Greiner 
 Since the last Victory Voice, we have experienced a tremendous amount of planning here at Our Lady of Victory.  
I want to highlight some of this activity since it will continue to have an effect on the parish and school as we move into 
this new year. 
 
 The Parish Council adopted a new Mission Statement in October after a time of prayer and discernment:  "Our 
Lady of Victory Catholic Church is a community that lives and shares the preaching, teaching, and healing of Christ." This 
new Mission Statement is much shorter than the parish's previous statement, but this shortening is by design.  The Parish 
Council believes that we need to have a Mission Statement that every member in the parish can memorize and keep in 
the forefront of their minds.  Therefore, our parish community can be better positioned to unify all of its efforts within 
the parish to live out this mission. 
 
 The Parish Council also prioritized the seventeen strategic goals that are found within the current strategic plan 
for our Parish.  A tremendous amount of effort went into creating the current strategic plan, so this document will con-
tinue to be important tool for providing guidance. However, in light of our new Mission Statement, the Parish Council be-
lieves that priority should be placed on the following five strategic goals: 
 

Develop a campus building plan that addresses infrastructure needs and capital improvements 
Increase and improve communication with parishioners and our local community 
Assure the OLV/JFK employees have fair and just wages and benefits 
Increase evangelization activities 
Support and maintain synergy with the Board of Education, Faith Formation, and Youth Ministry strategic plans 
 

As you could probably guess, the Parish Council will be busy in the coming months trying to flesh out these strategic 
goals, but I am looking forward to seeing where the Holy Spirit will be leading us in the future.  In order to be successful 
in addressing these goals, it is the hope of the Parish Council that there are new volunteers within our parish to help and 
assist in making these goals come to fruition.  If you have some expertise in these areas of these strategic goals or would 
like to get more involved in the parish, please let me know.  The Parish Council and I want to make sure that we are fully 
using the gifts and talents that God has brought together there at OLV. 
 
 Finally, I want parishioners to know that the Parish Council is also working on a new Vision Statement.  This state-
ment would be the future that we would like to see unfold here in our community.  We have already had two meetings 
about this statement, and it seems as if some consensus is forming on what the vision should be for OLV.  However, the 
Vision Statement is proving to be harder to identify because of the tremendous possibilities that exist for our parish and 
school.  Whatever prayers each of you could spare for the success of this process would be greatly appreciated. 
 
 If you have any thoughts about any of the updates given above, please do not hesitate to contact a member of 
the Parish Council or me.   May God bless our Parish abundantly as we strive to live out our mission and determine our 
vision! Our Lady of Victory, pray for us! 
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Our Lady of Victory Youth Ministry 

Cordially Invites you to 
The Sweetheart Dinner 

 

When: February 11, 2017 following 4:30 Mass. 
Where: The OLV Parish Center 

Daycare is provided!!! 
$50.00 per couple 

Reservations only.  Contact Evan Brankin at davolvym@diodav.org or  
563-391-8384. All proceeds will support our trip to the 2017 National Catholic Youth  

NCYC 2017 

By:  Evan Brankin 

We are disciples of Jesus Christ, making faith matter and sharing God’s love to make more disci-

ples. The mission of youth ministry is to help our young people grow with God, love their neighbors, 

and share their faith. I want to invite you to imagine for a moment twenty five thousand teenagers 

gathered together to worship God. Imagine Mass and Adoration filled with all the energy, the enthu-

siasm, and the hope of youth. Imagine an opportunity for teens to meet not only Jesus Christ in a 

new way, but also to see just how many others there are out there who love God, and are ready to 

share in His preaching, teaching, and healing. Imagine all those young people inspired by some of 

the best minds in the Church today, some of the greatest speakers this nation has to offer, and 

some of the holiest men and women anywhere. This is NCYC, the National Catholic Youth Confer-

ence, and it is one of the many ways youth ministry at OLV strives to connect young people to 

Christ. And it is this vitality and thirst for holiness that we not only want to develop in our young 

people, but that we also want to bring back to Our Lady of Victory as full members of the parish to 

share with everyone. Our parish has historically sent up to forty teens to NCYC for this experience, 

and we are proud of the generosity of this parish community and thankful for all the support we  

receive from you. Please continue to join us in this vital 

work, whether by praying for us and with us, supporting 

our fundraisers, or giving of your time and talents to    

develop more of our teens as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

mailto:davolvym@diodav.org
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GIVING OPPORTUNITIES 
CONSIDER THE OLV FOUNDATION 
 
By Robert Nolan, Board Member 
 
 
I reminded myself during this past Advent season of all the blessings I have received this past year, in 
my lifetime and especially during my 42 years as a member of Our Lady of Victory Parish.  
 
As well, I pondered all the giving requests my wife Pat & I received, both written and electronic, over 
the past few weeks, really the whole year.  We try to give as much as we can to all those that have 
meant the most to us in our lives and our children’s lives.  At the top of our giving and thanksgiving 
list however, is Our Lady of Victory Parish & The OLV Foundation.  When I think that all three of 
our daughters received their holy sacraments & elementary education at OLV & JFK, how could OLV 
not be top-of-mind as a giving option for our family?   
 
Consider what Our Lady of Victory parish has meant to your family? 
 
Over the years some of the ways we have received gifts include regular monthly cash contributions 
(Foundation’s blue trim envelopes), memorials or honorariums (to honor the memory and life of an-
other person) and a few larger gifts from parish organizations and individuals.   Gifts can include ap-
preciated stocks or bonds or mutual funds, matching gifts through employers or designating a portion 
of your estate to the Foundation.  
 
Consider joining the Foundation’s 300 Club ($300 donated yearly for 7 years).   Our goal is to have a 
minimum of 300 parish families in the 300 Club.  We currently have around 75 members. 
 
Another great giving option for parishioners 70 ½ years of age or older is the Charitable IRA Rollover, 
now permanently signed into law. Donors can transfer up to $100,000 annually from both traditional 
or Roth IRA accounts directly to the Foundation without first having to recognize the distribution as 
income.  As an added benefit, Charitable IRA Rollover donations are made directly to the Foundation 
from your financial institution.  This allows you to utilize all or part of your annual Required Minimum 
Distribution (RMD) for charitable giving.   
 
Please consider a gift to the Foundation in 2017! 
 
Credit or debit card payments are accepted online on the Foundation’s website: (http://
www.olvjfk.com/Page/Foundation_Giving)  
The website is a secure and easy way to give.  Donors receive an immediate email verification of 
their gift. 
 
For more information contact:  Joe Creen at Creenlaw@gmail.com 
                                                             Bob Nolan at Nolanrp@msn.com 
 
 
Wishing you much peace and joy in the New Year! 

mailto:Creenlaw@gmail.com
mailto:Nolanrp@msn.com
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Here We Go! 

Record enrollment in JFK’s Early Childhood Learning Center 

Three Lego League teams 

Two Mock Trial teams 

69% 5th-8th students in band 

100% 6th-8th graders participated in coding 

100% 7th/8th graders compete in a science fair 

There IS a Difference in Education 

Welcome Dale! 
By:  Dave Mattke 

 
Please welcome Dale Fischer as OLV’s new Parish Custodian.  After retiring from Paul Meyer 
Chemical (after 15 years) in November Dale join the OLV staff on January 2nd. Dale is no 
stranger to working on the OLV/JFK campus as he was JFK’s custodian 15 yrs ago.   
 
He and his wife Julianne along with daughters Erin and Emily have been members of our parish 
for many years.  Dale is also a member of the OLV Church Choir, Lector and the CEW Commu-
nity. Some of his hobbies include:  music, fixing things around the farm (he and his wife have 
cattle and crops), camping with his family and day trip drives.   
 
We are grateful for the knowledge and dedication he brings to 
this position.  When asked what he was most looking forward to 
doin here at the parish he responded “Helping with whatever I 
can do.”  If you see him about, please take a moment to intro-
duce yourself and welcome him aboard !!! 
  

Kindergarten Round-Up & Preschool and ECLC Registration 
Kindergarten Round-Up is February 16th.  There is a morning ses-
sion from 8:00-9:30 a.m. in the parish center and an evening ses-
sion from 6:00-7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria.  Please let us know which 
session you and your future kindergartner will be attending. 
 
"In-house" preschool and ECLC/daycare registration for parishion-
ers and siblings of students already enrolled at JFK and preschool 
begins February 13th. 
 
As we get closer to these dates look for more information, and do 
not delay.  We began operating off of waiting lists almost right away. 
Registration for other students will be in late winter/early spring.  
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   WE ARE CALLED 
 CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE WEEKEND 2017 
    By:  Bernie Mack 

 
 

In February, Our Lady of Victory is providing all adults age 18 and over a chance to re-
fresh their faith during a spiritual weekend retreat.  This opportunity is known as the 

Christian Experience Weekend (CEW) and offers lots of faith, fun, fellowship and food. 
(The four F’s of any good retreat) 

 
The Christian Experience Weekend offers us a chance to enhance our relationship with God and review our role 
in the community.  This Christian experience includes a series of talks, discussions, and fun activities that focus 
on our relationships with self, God and others.  A team of community members, Priests, and Lay ministers con-
ducts this spiritual retreat, which is enhanced by special prayer services, liturgies, two masses, and the opportu-

nity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.   
 

The weekend begins Friday evening at 7:30 PM and ends Sunday afternoon at 4:30 PM.  Your $35.00 registra-
tion fee includes 5 wonderful meals, numerous snacks and drinks, and comfortable sleeping quarters with shower 

facilities.   
 

The weekends are February 3rd-5th for the women, and February 17th-19th, for the men.  Brochures will be avail-
able in the kiosk at church, or on the parish web site.  If you have any questions, please call Julie Kilburg, (563) 

210-3480 or Bernie Mack (563) 340-8554.     
 

For better planning, advance registration is requested.  Don't miss this opportunity to enhance your relationship 
with God and your Christian neighbors. 

 

We would like to introduce you to Jaemelyn Sadya Yabut (who goes by Ad-
ing) , the newest child sponsored by the Children of OLV through the pro-
gram, Unbound.  Thanks to the generous children's donations in the multi-
colored basket at weekend masses, we are able to help another child in need. 
Ading is 9 years old and lives in the Philippines. The welcome letter we re-
ceived from Unbound says that  Ading is kind, well-behaved and respect-
ful.  Her jobs at home are helping to fetch water and wash the dishes.  She 
also enjoys singing, and someday wants to become a teacher.  A letter Ading 
has written the Children of OLV has been received and can be viewed on the 
kiosk in the gathering space, along with the latest letter from our other 
friend, Fernando who is from Guatemala.  In closing of her letter she writes, 
"I am very thankful to all of you for choosing me to be your new sponsored 
child.  I am so blessed to be part of your family.  Sponsoring me is truly a big 
help for my family and also to my studies.  My God will bless you for all the 
good deeds..."Please remember that you and your children are encouraged to 
write both Ading and Fernando.  Drop a letter or picture in the basket at 
church and we will make sure it gets to them. Thanks to your continued sup-
port and encouragement, families are able to invest in their children's educa-
tion, develop livelihoods and become active community participants.  Over 
time, they rely less on sponsorship and more on their own income-generation 
activities.  If your family is interested in sponsoring a child or elderly person 

in need, go to UNBOUND.ORG for more information. 

http://unbound.org/
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Longing for the Prairie 
By Terri Reinartz 

 
Do you need to clear your head after the election, the holidays, health or family stresses? Head to 
Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat (OLPR)—just 30 minutes northwest of the Quad Cities in Wheatland, 
Iowa. 
 
Swaying golden grasses along a quiet country road remind you the turn up the long drive is near.  Sur-
rounded by 200 acres of native prairie grass woodlands and cornfields, the retreat house welcomes 
you from atop a hill.   
 
Why go to the Prairie? OLPR is an ideal place for: 

Meetings for up to 35 guests 
Church staff meetings, clubs and guilds, theology sharing or Bible study groups 
Strategic planning and board meetings for businesses, agencies and organizations 

Private retreats lasting a few hours, a day or a week (overnight accommodations for 14 guests) 
Prairie sponsored day and weekend programs such as: 

Come to the Quiet, a monthly day of reflection 
A spirituality book series every two months 
A series of films with guided reflection during the winter months 
An evening with Father Michael Joncas, theologian and well-known composer of “On Eagles 

Wings” (March 23, 2017) 
Solitary joy while walking the Labyrinth (my favorite), the Cosmic Walk, the pond, the river, the 

gardens and the gazebo. 
 

If I haven’t peaked your interest yet, then consider the gift of food at the Prairie.  Kathleen Storms, 
SSND, Director, OLPR, lovingly prepares nutritious and tasty meals with locally grown and naturally 
raised eggs and meat. 
 
I guarantee that after your first visit to Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat, you’ll be wishing you packed 
a bag so you could stay longer! 
 
Check out OLPR’s full calendar of events and accommodations at www.chmiowa.org; email olpre-
treat@gmail.com; phone 563-336-8414. 
 
OLPR is a ministry of the Congregation of the Humility of Mary open to 
people of all faiths. It’s an inviting place offering a quiet, scenic space 
that fosters rest, renewal, reflection and healing. 
 
 
Sidebar:   
Visit Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat in 2017.  Try “Come to the Quiet,” a 
monthly day of reflection.  This year’s focus is on Abundant and Compassion-
ate Living through the life and works of important saints.  Pat Shea will lead 
these days of reflection. 
 
 
 

http://www.chmiowa.org
mailto:olpretreat@gmail.com
mailto:olpretreat@gmail.com
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John F. Kennedy & Our Lady of Victory’s  

 
  

Save the Date!  
When: April 8th , 2017  

Where: Northgate Place - 1815 E Kimberly Rd  
A “fund”filled night celebrating our  

parish and school!  
Live Auction  

Silent Auction  
 

Games  
Derby Hat Contest  

For questions or to donate call Angie H. at 391-3030  

 
Funds from past Galas have been used to help pay for teachers’ salaries and benefits, including a re-
tirement bonus contribution two years ago, computer technology and infrastructure that have al-
lowed us to be 1 to 1 in grades 5-8, and capital improvements, such as new flooring and energy effi-
cient lighting.   
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MISSION STATEMENT: 
Our Lady of Victory is a parish community, 
guided by the Holy Spirit, striving to grow in 
union and love with God and with each 
other. Grateful for God’s blessings, we are 
stewards of God’s love through sharing of 
our gifts and talents. Our mission is to build 
a faith community by living the Gospel of 
Christ through prayer and sacraments; 
education and faith formation; and social 
action and service to others. 

Congratulations to Jillian Yackley, the 2016 
Msgr. Parizek Scholarship  

winner!  Jillian is a student at Maryville Univer-
sity in St. Louis, MO. 

Where: Our Lady of Victory School Cafeteria 

When: Saturday, March 4th 
Doors Open 5:30 

Byob…..Heavy snacks provided 
 Inclusive but not limited to sandwiches by Smokin’ Butt 

Proceeds benefit OLV Stain Glass Window Project 
Contact Loretta Reed at 563-65-3040 or Helen White 563-

Entry for the event is $25.00 per person, or $50.00 for a team 

of two. 

No refunds will be issued. 

Please make check payable to St. Anne’s Circle 

 and return this form with your payment to reserve your seat.   

The mailing address is: 
 Our Lady of Victory 4105 N. Division Davenport Iowa 52806 

 
Table assignments will be given at registration the night of the event. 

Teammates will play together the entire night.   
 


