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Farewell from Our Pastor 
My dear parishioners,  
 

It is time for me to say farewell to all of you. The French phrase au revoir – until I see you again – is a better way of saying 
what is in my heart. So many of you have become a part of my life, and I will take those memories with me. In fourteen 
years of ministry as pastor of Our Lady of Victory I have enjoyed many, many enriching experiences.  
 

Like most priests, what has brought me the most satisfaction and joy is the celebration of the Sacraments. For the parish 
family I have presided and preached at countless celebrations of the Eucharist, and for parish families, the important mo-
ments in their lives. Especially precious for me are the baptisms, First Reconciliation, First Communion, weddings, anointing 
of the sick, funerals, and assisting the Bishop in his conferral of Confirmation for our youth.   
 

As I noted in my “Farewell Homily” prior to the great retirement party on Saturday night, June 11, I have been blessed over 
the years with great staff and inspiring leaders among the members of our Parish Council, Board of Education, and Finance 
Councils. There are many other committees and groups who provide vitality to our dynamic parish. The Queen of Heaven 
Circle and indeed all members of the Ladies Council have worked particularly hard in the support of Our Lady of Victory.  
Thank you! 
 

Planning for retirement is important, and I find that I am not particularly good at it. I ask your prayers and the wisdom of 
God that His will be done in me. Priests, however, never retire from priesthood. I look forward to opportunities to serve in 
priestly ministry both near and far. 
 

By the gracious invitation of Father Rich Adam, soon I will be residing at Sacred Heart Cathedral, 422 E. 10th Street, Daven-
port 52803. I will assist him as needed, but with the freedom to provide Mass coverage at other parishes. If all goes well 
this will be my spring/summer address. For fall/winter I will be living in Florida. I will no longer receive emails sent to 
olvpastor@qwestoffice.net. Please use my permanent email address assigned by the Diocese: parizekj@diodav.org. 
 

God bless you all, and thank you for all you have done for me! 

mailto:olvpastor@qwestoffice.net
mailto:parizekj@diodav.org
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A Season of Farewells, Gratitude and Festivities 
By Trish Gallagher 
 

With retirements of our pastor Monsignor Jim Parizek, Trish Gallagher, Pastoral 
Associate for Faith Formation Ken Ruefer, business manager, and Mrs. Janet 
Thomas, our JFK Librarian, Music Director/ Parish Organist and familiar face for 
weddings, funerals and all celebrations, Our Lady of Victory Parish is pausing to 
remember and give thanks to familiar faces. 
 

It occurred to me that this is exactly what we do when we gather at each Eucha-
rist:  Jesus, Our Lord, at the end of his time with his closest friends, had His Last 
Supper, gathered them, told them about His hopes for them, gave them Himself 
as the only gift he had left to offer, plus a New Covenant to bind them in love 
with Himself and each other. Then, He empowered them to continue in His 
Name.  Before His return to the Father, he concluded His Mission by sending 
those same friends forth to continue in His Name.  Not alone, but with the joy of 
the Holy Spirit. 
 

Now, we pause weekly to remember, give thanks, and offer the gift of the Son 
and ourselves to the Father.  We, too, are sent forth to a new future with new 
faces, new challenges: never alone, but with the power of the Holy Spirit to 
guide and protect us. 
 

It is not surprising that the farewells and festivities for our retirees center 
around the assembly they have sought to serve so faithfully.  Be sure to join in 
the celebrations that remain, renew that joy of their service, and pray for their 
future plans and those of our parish. 
 

 Trish will be in and out until August, cleaning up 22 years of office work and 
available to assist the new person hired for her position. 

 Check the bulletin for information about Celebrations of Thanks for Ken and 
Janet. 

Msgr. Is the Difference 
By Chad Steimle 
 

Over the last fourteen years working 
with Msgr. Parizek, I have seen the 
tireless work of our pastor in relation 
to the school.  He has celebrated class 
Masses, all school Masses, and 
Masses with students at Ridgecrest, 
making each of them reach the span 
of kindergartners through adults of all 
ages in attendance.  He has adjusted 
his schedule numerous times to make 
sure that his class visits are not 
missed.  He has attended numerous 
shows and concerts and has been a 
part of the “life” of the school.  He 
has celebrated Masses with the stu-
dent body of Assumption, concele-
brated at Assumption’s Baccalaureate 
Masses, and attended, sometimes as 
the only pastor, every Assumption 
graduation. 
 

As Msgr. Parizek goes into retirement 
with Our Lady of Victory’s Catholic 
school having record daycare enroll-
ment, record preschool enrollment, 
and record K – 8 enrollment, our 
motto is so true:  there is a difference 
in education.  Msgr., you are that dif-
ference.  Thank you for having re-
sponded positively to God’s call to 
the priesthood and for having been 
our shepherd. 
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Hearing the Call 

For many years, our Vocations Committee under the chairman-
ship of Deacon Al Boboth has done the important work of assist-
ing people to hear the call of God as Priest, Deacon, Consecrated 
Religious, or Lay Minister. With the retirements of Monsignor and 
Trish Gallagher, this is now a committee of ONE. Please consider 
the needs of our parish and local church! Help make Vocations a 
priority in our parish mission. 
 
Contact Deacon Al at bobotha@diodav.org to get involved and 
make a difference!! 

Stewardship in Action 
Too often people think that stewardship is a yearly calendar of events with ministry fairs and commitment cards as the 
centerpiece.  Others focus too heavily on that which we offer to our parish community and favorite charities.  Yet, if we 
truly believe that all comes from God as gift and we are to cultivate these gifts and return them with gratitude to the Lord, 
then ALL means ALL. 
 

Time spent working with children in a faith formation class is important stewardship, so is singing in the church choir.  So 
too is making a sandwich for a child’s lunch, prayer before meals, enjoying nature,  or helping an elderly parent with 
household tasks.  We don’t have to serve on a board, belong to a committee, or sign a pledge card in order to be a good 
Christian steward.  Recognizing God’s blessings in the ordinary, mundane moments of our lives is at the core of real trans-
formation as a faithful steward.  When people in a parish community are transformed, then the parish itself can be trans-
formed. 
 

Small acts of service and sharing, faithfully carried out over time, can produce mighty results. 

Mary's Meals 

Come and visit Christian Service Ministry's table on Social Sundays, in the Gathering Space, to visit and 

learn more about Mary's Meals (their Lenten project for the Year of Mercy).  To date, over $1700.00 

has been donated to this project.  This amount will feed and keep almost 92 children in school for a 

year.  Christian Service wants to thank everyone that has donated and/or said prayers in support of 

Mary's Meals and they hope for your continued support. 

mailto:bobotha@diodav.org
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Sister Parish News 
Linked by Faith & Prayers 
Christ the King (CTK) is one of six active churches and three missions on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.  Col-
lectively these parishes serve more than 800 families with initiatives in religious education, youth ministry, recovery minis-
try and leadership development.  At 2.8 million acres Pine Ridge is the second largest reservation in the U.S. with a Lakota 
population over 30,000.  The Reservation itself is beset with problems, mostly arising from poverty and the cultural dam-
age caused by government programs imposed during the late 19th century.  Parish ministry is served under the umbrella of 
Red Cloud Indian School—established in 1888 by the Jesuit order and Franciscan Sisters at the request of Chief Red Cloud.  
 

Sunday Mass is the center of faith life at CTK, typically followed by the sharing of food and fellowship in the parish 
hall.  While the congregation itself is small, visiting the sick, providing space for community meetings,  wakes and funerals 
(not just for parishioners), and offering safe, healthy activities for children take a good deal of staff time and energy.  CTK 
seeks to provide support and a strong sense of community to everyone who lives in the Porcupine area.  More information 
can be found on the Red Cloud website at www.redcloudschool.org.  While this site has extensive content about the 
school, it also gives lots of information about the Lakota culture and history, plus more about the important pastoral care 
initiatives offered by Christ the King. 
 

The partnership between Christ the King and Our Lady of Victory was formed in early 2010.  It emerged as a result of our 
growth as a community seeking to foster stewardship as a way of life and our sincere desire to respond more fully to 
Christ’s call to reach beyond self and become more other-centered.  This relationship includes mutual prayer support, on-
going communications, and active interest in the well-being of each community.  Financial resources are not 
shared.  Rather, we partner in faith, learn more about other cultures and traditions, and build the kingdom of God. 
 
 

Meet Father Christopher Johnson, Pastor at Christ the King 
Fr. Christopher P. Johnson, S.J., was born in Minneapolis and raised in the Saint 
Paul suburbs.  Following high school he studied politics and economics, earning a 
bachelor’s degree from American University in Washington, D.C. in 1986.  Fr. 
Johnson entered the Jesuit novitiate in Saint Paul in August 2004 after a 13-year 
career in the executive search industry and other professional experience.  Upon 
completion of the novitiate and taking vows in August 2006, Fr. Johnson studied 
philosophy, spiritual direction, and theology at Fordham University in New York, 
earning a master’s degree in philosophy and an advanced certificate in spiritual 
direction in 2009.  He was then missioned to teach philosophy and religion at 
Creighton Preparatory School in Omaha, Nebraska for the 2009-2010 school year, 
and in 2010 he was missioned for one year to teach religion — both Christian and 
Lakota sacred stories — at Red Cloud High School on the Pine Ridge Indian Reser-
vation in South Dakota.  In 2011 Fr. Johnson began studies at the School of Theol-
ogy and Ministry at Boston College.  While completing a Master of Divinity degree 
he helped lead retreats for people experiencing homelessness, and supported the 
faith formation programs at St. Mary the Assumption Parish in Revere, Massachu-
setts.  After ordination  to the diaconate in the fall of 2013 Fr. Johnson served in 
preaching and sacramental ministries at St. Mary of the Assumption in Revere and 

also at Our Lady of Grace Parish in Chelsea-Everett, Massachusetts.  Other experiences during his formation have included 
living as an assistant at L’Arche Daybreak, working in hospital chaplaincy, serving on mission in northeast India, engaging in 
language studies in Ecuador, serving on the board of GESU Housing, and working in spiritual and retreat direction.  Follow-
ing priestly ordination in June of 2014, Fr. Johnson completed a pastoral year at St. Francis Mission on the Rosebud Indian 
Reservation in South Dakota.  On August 1, 2015 Fr. Johnson began his current mission on the Pine Ridge Indian Reserva-
tion where he serves as pastor of three mission churches: Sacred Heart in Pine Ridge, St. Agnes in Manderson, and Christ 
the King in Porcupine. 

http://www.redcloudschool.org
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Pillar for the OLV Foundation 
By Robert Nolan 
 

In light of Monsignor Parizek’s retirement this year, members of the OLV Foundation Board express our sincere apprecia-
tion and thanks for his continued “pillar of support” for our mission and goals over the past 13 years of his pastorate.   Dur-
ing Monsignor’s tenure on the Board, the fund balance almost tripled from $171,000 (December 2003) to $503,000 (May 
2016), and gifts increased almost four fold annually from around $11,000 per year to nearly $50,000 per year (December 
2015). 
 
Mission:  The Foundation was established 26 years ago and exists solely to receive and invest funds so as to enhance the 
financial strength of our parish and school.  The Foundation is a non-profit corporation, separate from the OLV Parish Cor-
poration.  Its funds are independent of both Our Lady of Victory Church and the Diocese of Davenport.  Gifts to the Foun-
dation are tax deductible, subject to some limitations. 
 
Goals:  To Endow $1,000,000 by 2020 or an endowment level to provide approximately $50,000 in earnings annually back 
to our parish and school to meet areas of greatest need. 
 
One major way to help us reach this goal is to join the Foundation’s 300 Club.  We invite 300 or more parishioners to 
pledge $300 a year to the Foundation (less than $1 a day) for seven years.  We presently have approximately 55 members 
in our 300 Club.  Their contributions to the Foundation in 2015 represented over 75% of our gifts.   
 
Other ways to help us achieve this goal would be to designate a part of your tithe to the Foundation or consider a Legacy 
Gift through “planned giving” to the Foundation.  An example of a Legacy Gift would be naming the OLV Foundation as a 
beneficiary of your will, retirement fund, or life insurance. 
 
 Gifts to the Foundation can include cash, stocks, Bonds, or Mutual Funds.  Perhaps consider a Memorial or Honorary Gift 
to show appreciation for a treasured relationship.  Look for the envelope in your monthly packet with our logo and blue 
trim or consider online gifting on the Foundation’s secure website: (www.olvjfk.com/Page/Foundation_Giving). 
 
 
 

BOARD MEMBERS:  Monsignor James Parizek, Joe Creen, Sally Crino, Ron Gunnare, 
Mike Lazio, Bernie Mack, Mike Matthys, Barb Milke, Robert Nolan, Mary Ann Otte, 
Roni Pianca, Paul Scheibelhut, and Mary Wilson. 

http://www.olvjfk.com/Page/Foundation_Giving
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Parishioner Terri Reinartz 
2016 Honorary Survivor Chair for the Komen Quad Cities Race 
By Bonnie Beyhl 

 

Terri Reinartz is an active member of Our Lady of Victory.  
She generously gives of her time and talent to this parish. 
She is a proof editor of the Victory Voice, provides food for 
funerals, taught 7th grade religious education, and is a mem-
ber of the CEW community. Terri and her husband, Paul, are 
a sponsor couple for Engaged Couples.  Terri is active in the 
community also. She is a 5 year breast cancer survivor and 
was this year’s Honorary Survivor Chair for the Komen Quad 
Cities Race for the Cure.  She has been busy with TV and 
newspaper interviews and attending numerous health fairs 
to spread the word about early detection. Recently she at-
tended a luncheon at Deere & Co.  She shared her story 
about her cancer journey using pictures.  Terri advocates 
being proactive and encourages women to be diligent about 
their yearly mammograms and monthly self-examinations.  
Terri feels early detection and treatment are critical.  She 
advises women who are battling cancer to reach out and talk 
to others.  She suggests Breast Cancer Support groups. Also, 
if you experience something and it doesn’t feel right or look 
right, contact your physician and be persistent.  You know 
your body the best.  There are many adverse side effects of 
the chemo drugs and one side effect is uterine cancer. It is 
important to be knowledgeable and to be your own advo-
cate. Once someone has gone through the treatment, there 
is a real struggle to transition back into a “normal” life.   
Terri stated that Live Strong is an organization that focuses 
on wellness. 

 
Terri said her breast cancer journey strengthened her faith.  Many times she was so ill and in such a deep hole of depres-
sion she would pray, “Please God get me through this night.”  Shortly after she completed her treatment, Terri attended a 
CEW weekend and she feels it was perfect timing.  She felt a sense of belonging to a new community of support and she in 
turn felt compelled to reach out to others. 
 
Terri’s family loves to complete jigsaw puzzles together.  Ever since she was a young child, she has enjoyed the fun of com-
pleting puzzles with her family and friends.  It is a great time to communicate and it’s good exercise for your brain.  Terri 
started taking pictures to chronicle her journey and turned some of them into puzzles.  Many of the puzzles have a reli-
gious message or feeling.  She often incorporates a Ron Foht palm cross in her puzzle picture.  Terri calls the puzzles 
“Healing Puzzles for Patience”.  She gives them away to those who would benefit from them.  Initially, she funded the puz-
zles herself.  Recently, she was given a grant from the Komen Foundation.  She will be exhibiting some of her new designs 
at the Figge Art Museum. Terri is an asset to our parish and to the Quad Cities and is an inspiration to many. 
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Faith Formation 
Ever wonder what Faith Formation is or who it is for?  It is religious education for students in grades K-8 that attend public 
schools or are home schooled.  Sacramental preparation for First Communion and Confirmation is a two year process.  
Typically students receive the sacrament of First Communion in second grade.  Students should be enrolled in Faith Forma-
tion classes no later than first grade to receive First Communion in second grade.  Similarly, Confirmation is celebrated dur-
ing the student’s eighth grade year. Therefore students begin preparing in seventh grade. 
 

When are classes held?  Wednesday evenings from 6-7 PM for grades K-8. 
How do I register?  You can find registration forms on our website: olvjfk.com under “Policies and Forms”, or visit the Faith 
Formation office located in the JFK school office, or in the kiosk in the gathering space.  Take advantage of our early bird 
registration discount by registering by June 30, 2016. 
 

Registration will also be held in the JFK school cafeteria Sunday July 31 from 10 AM-1 PM and Monday August 1  
from 5-7 PM.  Classes for the 2016-2017 school year will begin Wednesday August 31 at 6 PM.  For more information 
please contact Jennifer or Lisa at 563-391-8384. 

Love Makes It Real    
By Chad Steimle 

 

Recently, I found "Teddy," my “bear” that I had when I was a little boy.  I have to put 
"bear" in quotations as I'm not really sure what it originally was.  The Teddy that I can re-
member had already been sewn back together so many times that I don't know what it 
originally looked like or what color its clothes were.  As far as I can remember, Teddy 
never had fur or even eyes or a nose; those had worn off further than my memory can go 
back.  His head always hung down to his chest or to his back as there was no stuffing at all 
in his neck.  I recently came across the following lines from The Velveteen Rabbit that, 
however, really describe Teddy.  He was loved and real.  In The Velveteen Rabbit, the 
stuffed Rabbit wants to know what it means to become Real.  The Skin Horse replies, 

“When a child loves you for a long, long time, not just to play with, but really loves you, then you become Real . . . Gener-
ally, by the time you are Real, most of your hair has been loved off, and your eyes drop out and you get loose in the joints 
and very shabby.  But these things don’t matter at all, because once you are Real, you can’t be ugly, except to people who 
don’t understand.”  To love others enough to make them real; that’s the love our faith describes! 
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Youth Ministry 
By Zeke Mientkiewicz 
This spring has been a great one for us at Our Lady of Victory Youth Ministry! Even though things started out cold, they 
have certainly warmed and sped up as the year has moved by!  
 

Even though the weather outside was chilly, the 2016 Sweethearts’ Dinner was blazingly successful! A great time of excel-
lent food and wonderful companionship was had by all, and our youth greatly enjoyed the opportunity to serve the parish.  
In addition, our high school youth ministry has taken part in some exciting activities including field trips to St. George’s Or-
thodox Church and West Lake Park and discussions on love and chastity, as well as visiting the topics of happiness and joy! 
 

Meanwhile, our middle school students were blessed to take part in this year’s Junior High Youth Rally. On Sunday, April 
10th, ten students visited Iowa City for an exciting day of prayer worship, games, and a pilgrimage to St. Mary’s Church. The 
event was full of fun and it was greatly appreciated by our youth.  
 

Overall, the high point of this spring was when Jason Evert came to town. On April 28th,   2016, this world renowned 
speaker informed local parents and teens about the virtue of chastity. Using statistics, stories, and humor, Jason encour-
aged area teens to wait for God’s plans of true love. Following these talks, the audience was encouraged to stay for confes-
sion and adoration, both of which were well-attended.  
 

As the school year closed, I would like to say thank you to everyone who helped make Youth Ministry possible. It has been 
wonderful to see what God and the parish have done. In addition, I would like to wish good luck and Godspeed to the Class 
of 2016! May this time of celebration be the first of many more successes!  

Jason Evert speaking 
about true love at OLV 

A great group of kids attended the JH Youth Rally! 


