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There is a difference in education: 
A faith filled education



New Religion Curriculum

Work began in 2021-22 on new
diocesan religion standards. The
six domains recognize that
religion is not something that is
just learned; it is something that
is lived as well:
i.    Knowledge of Faith
ii.    Liturgy and Sacraments
iii.   Prayer
iv.   Morality and Life in Christ
v.   Discipleship within the
Community (Loving God and
Others)
vi.   Evangelization and
Missionary Spirit (Sharing our
Faith)

Good homilies and messages with stories
that relate to their lives
Music that makes them want to move,
sing along, and worship
Opportunities to talk to one another
about their faith
Time set aside for personal prayer and
Reconciliation
A community feeling of belonging
A positive vibe, such as from a youth
retreat

Aspects of Religion that Fill Their Hearts
JFK’s 8th graders participated in the Pope’s
synodal listening process. What “fills the
hearts” of 8th graders regarding their faith
are the following:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

FAITH in Christ



HVAC SYSTEM

The largest piece of the Cultivating Our
Future capital campaign was to add a high
efficiency VRF heating/air conditioning
system and mechanical ventilation for the
1963 and 1987 parts of the school building.
With this work completed in the summer of
2021, JFK is the only Catholic school in Scott
County with modern HVAC systems. While the
driving force to replace the previous heating
system was the condition of the hot water
heating pipes, the students and staff enjoyed
the new air conditioning the most.

PARKING LOT WORK

Finishing off the big projects for OLV’s
Cultivating Our Future capital campaign,
concrete work was completed near the
school entrance and in the parking lot. The
parking lot was also sealed and re-striped. In
anticipation of the parking lot work, the
barriers and bollards near the school were
adjusted to accommodate a better drop
off/pick up traffic flow.

RESTRICTED FEDERAL FUNDS SUPPORT JFK

Payroll was supported during the shutdowns in spring/summer 2020
JFK became 1 to 1 with Chromebooks in grades 3-8 and iPads in K-2
Reading interventionist services were increased for two years.
School based professional therapist services were offered free to students for three years
JFK’s summer reading and math program, Leaps & Bounds, was offered to students at no charge for
two summers
School lunches were free for all families for two years
Other purchases to support professional development, technology implementation, communications
and operations, and building cleaning.

Since spring 2020 through June 2024, OLV/JFK has been on track to receive as much as $1.3 million or
more in federal funding or services through COVID relief programs, Educational Title programs, and the
National School Lunch Program. Some of the benefits of these restricted funds include the following:

.

FAITH in Community

"With the AC, it’s easier to focus on
schoolwork because we’re not wiping
our heads or getting sweat on our
schoolwork.”

“I'm so grateful for all the people who
gave money to us to have air
conditioning. Last year in 4th grade, I
was so hot and couldn't concentrate.
It was so generous that you donated
to us. Thank you!”

The unification of JFK, the other three Catholic
elementary schools in Scott County, and
Assumption High School into one regional
system continued. A legal corporation was
formed, trustees and board members were
appointed (of which Fr. Greiner is a member of
both), a new parish subsidy model was created
for all supporting parishes, and many financial
and personnel related items were put into
motion. The unified system is set to begin on
July 1, 2023.

Formation of Scott
County Catholic
Schools Regional
System Continues
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The fully certified staff members challenge students to achieve even
beyond the students’ own imaginations.  Through research paper
writing or public speaking, students even surprise themselves with
their gifts and talents.  “Civic Oration,” a talented and gifted project in
which ALL 5th-8th graders participate and which now also includes a
slide presentation, is mentioned by nearly 70% of graduating
students as the one activity at JFK of which they are the most proud.
 
JFK graduates are also often the top students at local high schools,
and their standardized test scores are consistently well above state
averages. The below graph shows the percent of JFK’s and the state
of Iowa’s 3rd-8th graders students who were proficient on the Iowa
Statewide Assessment of Student Progress in spring 2022.

Students in grades K-2 also take
the Formative Assessment
System for Teachers in reading.  
Again, the percent of JFK
students at benchmark
consistently exceeds the
percent of students across the
whole state of Iowa.

PreK-8 Grade
Students

White or non-
minority

409

91%

FAITH in Oneself

340
K - 8

69
P r e s c h o o l

9%
Minority or two
or more races

10%
Students with
disabilities
(IEP/504)

17%
PK-8 Hispanic

1 3%-23%
Free and

reduced lunch



F A I T H  I N  T H E  W H O L E
P E R S O N

JFK addresses the needs of the whole child. We are one of the few schools that regularly

screens students to ensure that their social-emotional-behavioral needs are being met.

Students are also involved in a wide variety of activities including band, where over 65% of

the 5th-8th graders participate, music programs, theater, Mock Trial, Lego League, science

fair, student council, scouting, and sports.

After a COVID year of

separation, it was good to

be back to face-to-face

interactions in 2021-22



FAITH in Peers



F A I T H  i n  S t a f f

Playbook

Every good team, no matter how
talented the individuals, needs a
playbook from which everyone
collaboratively operates. JFK’s
Professional Development
Team/Building Leadership Team
consolidated years of practices and
research into the JFK Instructional
Playbook. The Playbook details the
quality, intentional teaching at JFK
and the implementation and
feedback data points that lead to
JFK students’ well-being and
achievement. Unique in education,
JFK’s Instructional Playbook
thoroughly documents the social-
emotional learning and academic
processes that make a difference in
education. 

High Reliability Schools Survey

The school environment is safe and orderly
The fiscal, operational, and technological resources of the
school are managed in a way that directly supports teachers
The teachers have formal roles in the decision-making
process
Teacher teams and collaborative groups regularly interact
to address common issues regarding curriculum,
assessment, instruction, and student achievement

Following the framework of Dr. Bob Marzano and 40 years of
educational research, JFK began work toward certification as a
High Reliability School. The first level of certification focuses on
having a safe, supportive, and collaborative culture. According
to survey results of parents, students, staff, and administrators,
JFK’s strengths in this level are the following:

Improvements could be made, according to the survey, in
having formal input means regarding the optimal functioning of
the school and in celebrating our collective and individual
successes

L a u r a  B u r k e

K a t h y  N e u b e r g e r

C a i t l i n  P u t n a m  

M a t t  R y a n

E m i l y  T h o m a s

J e n n i f e r  V a n  S p e y b r o e c k

K i t t y  T e m m i n g

M a r y  E p p i n g
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2 5  y r s
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T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S E R V I C E !



John F. Kennedy Catholic School is the
preschool-8th grade school of Our Lady of

Victory Catholic Parish. 
Our mission is teaching children to become
disciples of Christ by living Gospel values,
nurturing gifts and talents, and pursuing

academic excellence.





VISION STATEMENT

MISSION STATEMENT

Leading the way in Catholic school education.

T h e r e  i s  a  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  e d u c a t i o n


























