Dear students and parents/guardians!
It’s hard to believe we are in week 3 of our at home learning activities! This week you will only find 4 days of
activities, because we are off on Friday because of Good Friday. We will also only have one zoom session.
Have a wonderful Easter weekend with your family! We hope things are going well and now that the weather
is getting nicer you have the chance to get outside and play! Play is a very important part of learning in
preschool!

Below is some information about how you can connect with us during this school closure and some activities
that you can do. You do not need to do every activity, but we wanted to give you a variety of options.
Obviously, the more you do, the more learning you will accomplish as well. The activities are not intended
to replace all of our classroom time as we currently are planning on making up some of our missed
days of school. They are, however, intended to keep your brains working during the next three weeks of
school closure. The activities will not be graded, but there may be feedback mechanisms mentioned below.
You do not necessarily need a computer for many of these activities, but access to a computer, tablet, or even
a smartphone is helpful. Also, if you feel that you absolutely need printed/hard copies of this document and
cannot print them yourself, please have a parent contact angie.hillebrand@olvjfkmail.com or
emily.sanderson@olvjfkmail.com so arrangements can be made for pick up.
We have arranged this template for five days of activities per week, and there are plenty of additional
resources listed below. Our template includes each subject area and has guidance for online activities,
project/hands-on activities, and other activities. This week our focus is on the letter Xx and we will start our
new theme of Animals.. Most likely, you will see some repetition of activities from week to week, as
Preschoolers do learn best through repetition! Also, we would encourage you to read a book together
everyday and to have your child practice writing his/her name at least once a day.
Even more exciting for us are the new ways of communicating with students. Times are also listed in the
template below when we will be available through a Zoom meeting, if students want to connect with us “live.”
We won’t do this too often as all of JFK is currently operating under the assumption that there is only one extra
Internet-capable device available in each household at any one time. (JFK will collect more information about

Internet access and devices in an upcoming survey.) Zoom meetings have to be staggered to accommodate
siblings. We will also try to post an occasional video message from us, but that’s something still yet to come.
All four preschool teachers (Mrs. Blocker, Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Knox and Mrs. Zeimet) will be setting up joint Zoom
sessions in which we will be connecting with you, if you would like to participate. Each week our Zoom
meeting schedules will be listed below. During our Zoom sessions, we will be offering a “storytime” where we
will read a book to those logged on. One of the teachers will be the designated story reader during that
particular session, but all four preschool teachers will be a part of all Zoom sessions. The directions on how to
access Zoom is also listed below.
Our process might be a little rough here at the beginning, but we’ll get better! We look forward to continuing to
work with you.
Thank you for all you do for your children and for our school!
Mrs. Blocker, Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Knox and Mrs. Zeimet

Directions for accessing Zoom meetings
On a Windows computer
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

In your web browser, go to the teacher’s home page.
Click on the link for the teacher’s Zoom meeting room.
A window will appear asking if you want to open Zoom. Click Open Zoom.
On the Video Preview window, click Join with Video.
On the Join Audio window, click Join with Computer Audio.

Zoom may ask for permission to access your camera or microphone or to download. Click OK or Allow as
needed.
On a Macbook
Before using Zoom on a Macbook you must first install Zoom. For installation instructions, our webpage at
https://www.olvjfk.com/installing-zoom/.
1.
2.
3.
4.

In Safari, go to the teacher’s home page.
Click on the link for the teacher’s Zoom meeting room.
On the Video Preview window, click Join with Video.
On the Join Audio window, click Join With Computer Audio.

Zoom may ask for permission to access your camera or microphone, or for permission to allow the webpage to
open zoom.us. Click OK or Allow as needed.
On a Chromebook

If you are using a school Chromebook, the Zoom app is already installed. If you are using your own
Chromebook, you will need to install the Zoom app the first time you join a meeting. For installation
instructions, see our webpage at https://www.olvjfk.com/installing-zoom/.
1. In your web browser, go to the teacher’s home page.
2. Click on the link for the teacher’s Zoom meeting room. The Zoom app will open.
3. In the Screen Name box, enter your name.
4. Click Join to enter the meeting.
5. On the Video Preview screen, click Join with Video.
Zoom may ask for permission to access your camera or microphone. Click OK or Allow as needed.

From an Android phone or tablet
For Android phones or tablets, you will need to install the free Zoom app from the Google Play store.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Find the teacher’s Meeting ID and Password in the “Connect With” section below.
Open the Zoom app on your device.
Click Join a Meeting.
Enter the Meeting ID and click Join Meeting.
Enter the meeting password and click OK.
On the Video Preview screen, click Join with Video.
A menu will appear in the lower left corner of the screen offering audio options. Click Call via Device
Audio.

Zoom may ask for permission to access your camera or microphone. Click OK or Allow as needed.
From an iPad or iPhone
For iPhones or iPads, you will need to install the free Zoom app from the App Store.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Find the teacher’s Meeting ID and Password in the “Connect With” section below.
Open the Zoom app on your device.
Click Join a Meeting.
Enter the Meeting ID.
In the Screen Name box, enter your name.
Click Join.
Enter the meeting password and click Continue.
On the Video Preview screen, click Join with Video.
Click Call using Internet Audio.

Zoom may ask for permission to access your camera or microphone. Click OK or Allow as needed.

General Recommended Ongoing Resources for our grade:
ELA/Reading:
https://classroommagazines.scholastic.com/support/learnathome.html
https://www.storylineonline.net/
https://www.indypl.org/blog/for-parents/free-video-read-alouds
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/Home.aspx?categoryID=77
https://www.abcmouse.com/abt/homepage?8a08850bc2=T1644180013.1584968605.2561
Math:

https://www.abcya.com/
https://pbskids.org/games/math/
Science:
https://explore.org/livecams/bald-eagles/decorah-eagles
Facebook Live event each day at 2pm Central- Cincinnati Zoo. A different animal is shown and talked about
each day.

https://jr.brainpop.com/
Social Studies:
Virtual field trips: https://www.waterford.org
Other resources that may be beneficial :
https://www.gonoodle.com/good-energy-at-home-kids-games-and-videos/
https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/emergency/index.html

Connect with
Mrs. Zeimet

Melissa.zeimet@olvjfkmail.com

Connect with
Mrs. Blocker

melanie.blocker@olvjfkmail.com

Connect with
Mrs. Knox

kathy.knox@olvjfkmail.com

Connect with
Mrs. Fox

brenda.fox@olvjfkmail.com

Preschool
teachers Live on
Zoom

Thursday April 9 4:00-4:20pm

I will be checking my email at least 3 times a day.
Around 8:00am, 12:30pm, and after 7:00pm. Any
email sent after 9:00pm will be responded to the
next morning.

https://kennedy-dav.zoom.us/j/2771825010?pwd=
cEp1UUxQcUZBaVNmTHh1cWl4Ny9jZz09
Meeting ID: 277 182 5010
Password: blockerpk

Week Three, Day One
ELA:

Goal: Students will be introduced to the letter X. Write the letter X on a card or piece of paper
and show them what it looks like. Trace the letter with your finger on the paper or write it in the
air with your finger.Say the sound that the letter X makes. Give examples of words that start
with that letter.
Online:

https://twistynoodle.com/coloring-pages/letters/letter-x/

Projects/Handson

The link above will take you to a variety of writing pages for the students to
choose to practice writing the letter X. Print out one and have them work on
writing the letter. Or if printing is not available, write the letter X numerous
times on a piece of paper with a highlighter and have the student trace over
the letter.

Other:

YouTube Videos we have used at school throughout the school year:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHEsgTHes7Y
This link is with Jack Hartmann and he goes through the sounds as well as
words for that letter. It also teaches how to write the letter.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgKA5wvppfA
Alphatales book : A Xylophone for X Ray Fish

****Don’t forget to read a book together today!
****Practice writing your name at least once today!

Math

Goal: Students will be able to extend or create a simple pattern
Online:
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/cool-ways-to-teach-your-preschoole
r-about-patterns/
Projects/Handson

Movement patterns: clap your hands and tap your knees, tap your
shoulders, tap your toes, etc… Create a simple movement pattern and have
them copy you.

Other:

Cut and color the eggs and finish the pattern

Science

Goal: The children will observe animals
Online:

Home Safari Videos about the different animals:
http://cincinnatizoo.org/

Projects/Handson

Children can name different animals that are large, and different animals that
are small. Talk about what is the same about the animals and what is
different about the animals.

Other:

How tall am I?
A Giraffe is 16ft tall
An Emperor Penguin is 4ft tall
An Elephant is 9 ft tall
A Polar Bear is 6 feet tall
A Panda Bear is 2 ½ ft tall
An Eagle has a wing span of 7ft
A Hawk has a wing span of 4ft
Compare the children’s height and arm span to the animals listed above
https://kidspressmagazine.com/science-for-kids/misc/misc/birds-prey-wingsp
ans.html

Play/fine
motor
activities

Goal: The children will explore animals and what noises they make

Online:

Old Macdonald Had A Farm:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_6HzoUcx3eo

Projects/Handson

Sing Old MacDonald had a farm. Have the children choose what animals
you sing about.

Other:

You could sing: Old Macdonald had some letters and the children could sing
the letters and the sounds they make.

Week Three, Day Two
ELA:

Goal: Students will participate in forming a list of words that begin with the letter X.
Online:

Miss Molly letter X video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rS_4sHM3v0Q

Projects/Handson

Work together with a piece of paper and writing tool. You write the words as
the child says them. Give clues if needed to help them think of x words. For
example “what is an instrument you can play ?”
Since there are not a lot of words that begin with the letter x, try to also think
of words that might end in the letter x, such as box, fox, etc..

Other:

After writing the word list:
● Go back and read each word and have your child say it after you
●

Hang it up somewhere if possible

●

As the week goes on, add X words to the list as you think of them

****Don’t forget to read a book together today!
****Practice writing your name at least once today!

Math

Goal: Students will create a pattern
Online:

Make your own pattern game
https://www.education.com/game/make-your-own-pattern/

Projects/Handson

Have your grown up help you gather some materials from around your
house that you could use to make your own patterns with. Such as coins,
legos, candy, crayons, or any other materials that you could think of. Once
you have enough items to make patterns with. See if you can make the
following patterns:
AB Ex: ( red crayon, blue crayon.)
ABC Ex ( penny, dime, quarter)
AAB Ex ( red m&m, red m&m, blue m&m )
●

Other:

If you would like, take a picture of the patterns you made and send
them to your teacher!

Complete the patterns on the worksheet below

Social
Studies

Goal: Students will be able to name animals that live on a farm
Online:

Projects/Handson

Virtual Field Trip to a farm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hg2ZX0PF-jI&t=3s
Practice moving like the farm animals below. After you have done
the different animal movements, pick your favorite farm animal and
try to draw it. Have your grown up help you write the name of your
animal.

Other:

Look at the picture below and answer the following questions
●
●
●
●
●
●

What happens on a farm?
What animals do you see in the pictures?
What is the girl collecting from the chickens?
What do you get from a cow?
What are they taking off the sheep?
What other animals live on a farm that you don’t see in the picture?

Play/fine
motor
activities

Goal: Students will identify objects through a game of I-spy

Online:

I spy game online video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n4YaF-jXWuY

Projects/Handson

Print off the Spring Scavenger Hunt sheet below and take a walk with your
grown up to find the following items. Mark each one off as you find them on
your walk.
If you want, take a picture with one of the items you found on your walk and
send it to your teacher.

Other:

Look at the below picture to play a game of I-spy. Can you spy the following
in the picture?
●
●
●
●
●
●

4 letter X’s
Penny
Heart
Paperclip
Spiky ball
crayon

Week Three, Day Three
ELA:

Goal: Students will find the letter X (upper case and lower case) in their environments and
practice making the letter X.
Online:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHREAfrAajI

Projects/Hand
s-on

Write an uppercase and lowercase X on a piece of regular paper. Instead of
tracing the letters with a writing tool, have the student use a marker to make
dots on the lines of the letters. If you have bingo dabbers you can use them
too!

Other:

Hole Punch along the lines of the Letter X written on a piece of paper.

****Don’t forget to read a book together today!
****Practice writing your name at least once today!

Math

Goal: Students will sort things by color and count the objects.

Social/
Emotional

Play/fine
motor
activities

Online:

The link below is a video about sorting by color:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xz5rA5ssww8

Projects/Hand
s-on

Have the students sort cereal, like Apple Jacks or Fruit Loops, by color and
then count how many are in each color. Then can string them on a pipe
cleaner or string to wear as a bracelet or hang on a tree for the birds to eat.

Other:

Some other sorting activities you can do at home:
● Find objects and sort them by size
● Find objects and sort them by shape

Goal: Have the students use some strategies to learn how to calm themselves.
Online:

https://copingskillsforkids.com/deep-breathing-exercises-for-kids

Projects/Hand
s-on

Have the students practice some of the things that are suggested in the link
above.Ex. Blowing Bubbles, feathers, pinwheels,etc.

Other:

This link will give you more calm-down ideas:
https://gozen.com/50-calm-down-ideas-to-try-with-kids-of-all-ages/

Goal: Students will use fine motor strength using their fingers and use their problem solving
skills to play the tic tac toe game.
Online:

https://handsonaswegrow.com/tic-tac-toe-activity-learning/

Projects/Hand
s-on

Play the game of tic tac toe with someone at home. This will help with
practice writing the letter “X”.

Other:

Here is a link that shows you how you can play tic toe toe in different ways:
https://playtolearnpreschool.us/tic-tac-toe/

Week Three, Day Four
ELA:

Goal: Students will recognize the letter Xx.
Online:

Jack Hartman Sing and Learn Letter Xx video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHEsgTHes7Y
Projects/Hand
s-on

Students will make X shapes with objects around their house. Use q-tips,
straws, pencils, popsicle sticks, etc. to create X’s. See how many different
ways you can make an X.

Other:

Go on an “X marks the spot” hunt: Write an X on post-it notes, index cards
or small pieces of paper. Hide them around a room in your house. Tell the
children to go hunting for the X’s and each time they find one they should
say “X marks the spot!”
****Don’t forget to read a book together today!
****Practice writing your name at least once today!

Math

Art

Goal: Students will practice sorting in more than one way.

Projects/Hand
s-on

If you have a deck of cards, there are a lot of ways to practice sorting!
● Sort by color: make a pile of red cards and a pile of black cards.
● Sort by symbol: make piles of hearts, diamonds, clubs, spades.
● Sort by number: make piles of the numbers 2-10 and you can also
make piles of the aces, jacks, queens and kings.
● To make it into a game, determine which way you are going to sort
first. Place starter cards face up for which type of piles you are
creating. Then shuffle the rest of the cards, turn them upside down
in a pile and take turns drawing a card and placing it in the correct
pile. This will also encourage turn taking!

Other:

If you do not have a deck of cards. Try sorting your crayons. You can sort
them by color, size, broken crayons/not broken crayons.

Goal: Students will create a piece of art using their imagination.
Online:

Here is an egg coloring page:
https://www.firstpalette.com/pdf/eastereggs-pattern-med4a.pdf

Projects/Hand
s-on

Use the egg shape provided below and decorate an easter egg. Use
markers, crayons, paint, whatever you have! Or you can glue on scraps of
paper or tissue paper, or decorate with stickers. Take a picture and send it
to your teacher.

Other:

Play/fine
motor
activities

Use sidewalk chalk to make oval shapes outside. Have your child decorate
the ovals with sidewalk chalk to look like easter eggs.

Goal: Students will engage in taking turns while playing a game and develop memory skills.

Online:

See below

Projects/Hand

Play a game of “What’s Missing?”

s-on

Directions:
1. Find 5 small objects* in your home. (spoon, pencil, crayon, small
toys, etc.) and a dish towel.
2. Lay the items in a line and name each item, having your child repeat
you.
3. Cover the items with a towel and have your child close his/her eyes.
4. Remove one item, keeping it hidden.
5. Uncover the remaining items and have your child open his/her eyes.
6. Have your child answer: “What’s Missing?”
7. Continue playing, removing more objects each time.
*Increase the number of objects to over 5 if you want to extend play.

Other:

If you would like to also do some fun Large Motor this week, here are some
cute moving like animals songs/videos:
Hop Little Bunnies Song and Video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BRjsyzbvqsc
Jack Hartman “Animals in Action” Song and Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DYPTJj6hd44&t=5s

