
A John F. Kennedy Catholic School Student Publication 

JULIA COOK 

By: Allie A. and Kyla D.  
 

 My Mouth is a Volcano, But It’s Not My Fault, and Bubblegum Brain are 

just a few of the amazing books  written by the very talented Julia Cook. At the  

beginning of April, our school had the wonderful opportunity of being visited by 

this excellent author. Julia Cook writes picture books that can apply to a wide  

variety of ages. The books are written about important topics that relate to growing 

up. While Mrs. Cook was here she gave different presentations to different age 

groups. For example, in the 6th, 7th, and 8th grade presentation, the visiting author 

read her books, My Mouth is a Volcano and A Flicker of Hope. She gave  

incomparable advice and information about certain issues that go on in our everyday 

lives. One of her personal insights that she shared with us was, “I like it when kids 

play video games, but I don’t like it when video games play kids.” The whole time she made sure the audience 

was captivated and interested. There was never a dull moment, she even found a way to incorporate her  

adorable dogs without taking away from the main point.  
 

 Her first published book, My Mouth is a Volcano, begins like this: 

 My name is Louis. People say I erupt a lot. I don’t think I do...I have a lot to say, and all of my words 

are VERY important to me. When other people talk, words just pop into my head. Then they slide down onto 

my tongue. My tummy starts to rumble, and then it starts to grumble. My words begin to wiggle, and then they 

do the jiggle. My tongue pushes all of my important words up against my teeth, and then… I ERUPT! Words 

just explode out of my mouth. My mouth is a volcano!!! 
 

 Our school’s fantastic opportunity to hear from this very talented author would have been impossible 

without our beyond-amazing, Mrs. Schott. Mrs. Schott had been trying to get Julia Cook to visit our school for 

three years because she herself has been a huge, long-time fan of Cook’s writing. The first book she read was 

My Mouth is a Volcano. Mrs. Schott likes the way that Julia Cook writes her books because she makes it easy 

for kids to relate and find themselves in the characters. Mrs. Schott said, “Julia Cook makes it okay to be a kid 

who is different.” All of Mrs. Cook’s books teach children and teens social-emotional skills that they will need 

for life. Mrs. Schott incorporates the author’s advice into her lessons because Cook’s messages are so timely 

and realistic.  
 

 Something different that Mrs. Schott likes about Julia Cook is that she doesn’t shy away from the diffi-

cult topics because “she does a great job of providing stories that modern-day kids can relate to.” Mrs. Schott’s 

love for Julia Cook started with My Mouth is a Volcano, and then more books came up in her  recommended-

reading list and she got excited. Her favorite part of Mrs. Cook’s presentation was that the littles got a story 

called I’m a Booger, Treat Me With Respect. The way that Julia Cook used different character voices and  

included her dogs as she read her stories reminded Mrs. Schott of classroom counseling.  Mrs. Schott said 

something that we can all agree with, “ Julia Cook came in ready to educate and entertain.”  
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BEHIND THE SCENES OF CRUSADER THEATER 

By: Alex M. and Tyler W.  
 

 Many changes were in store as participants in JFK’s 2019 Crusader Theatre worked for months in  

anticipation of their opening night on Friday, May 10, 2019. With the retirement of Mrs. Hinchman, many 

wondered if the play would even continue; nevertheless, the production of How I Met Your Mummy was held 

in the OLV Parish Center on Friday, May 10, and Saturday, May 11, to rave reviews from those in attendance. 
 

 Mrs. Bauer and Ms. Siefers, with help from Miss Burken, agreed to take on the challenge by mixing 

things up quite a bit.  For example, the performance dates were moved from the fall to the spring, participation 

became an optional, extra-curricular activity, and Mrs. Woerdehoff headed up her own crew for props and set 

creation.  As anyone who attended can attest, the set and props crew outdid themselves with larger-than-life 

creations such as the mummy’s sarcophagus. (A special thanks to Mr. Ryan for contributing his creations as 

well!)  One thing we thought said a lot about this year’s cast was how everyone came together to help get  

costuming and props, sharing what they could with others as needed.  
 

 When asked how How I Met Your Mummy ended up as this year’s production, Mrs. Bauer told us that 

Ms. Siefers shared a few selections based on varied numbers of cast members after she had spent a ton of time 

going through scripts that Mrs. Hinchman had accumulated. Ms. Siefers and 

Mrs. Bauer met numerous times over the summer as well as at the start of the 

school year to go over the pros and cons of each option.  With so many  

unknown variables like how many students would audition, what types of 

parts those students would be willing and able to take on, and no seventh 

grade pre-show, it was extremely important to choose a play that would help 

establish a new tradition while building on the solid foundation built by Mrs. 

Hinchman. It became clear to both directors that author Todd Wallinger’s 

script, winner of the Beverly Hills Theater Guild/Youth Theater Competition, 

had all of the necessary elements, the most important of which was  

humor.  During auditions, students were evaluated on willingness to read any 

and every part, how well they enunciated when reading, and natural chemistry 

working together.   
 

 Mrs. Bauer could not give us a “favorite part” because each and every 

character had such an important impact on the overall production. From 

Lindsey G.’s ROARRRR to Xander P.’s sheer number of lines to memorize, 

every single participant was an integral part of a fantastic production.  We 

also asked Mrs. Bauer how it felt to be the director this year and she said, 

“This has been super fun--a ton of work--but so much fun. There would  

definitely not have been a performance without the tireless efforts of Ms. 

Siefers, Mrs. Woerdehoff, and Miss Burken.  Mondays and Tuesdays were 

highlights because those were rehearsal nights!” Despite all of the snow and 

inclement weather days, everyone came to rehearsals prepared and ready to 

give 200%.  She told us she loved watching people having fun and seeing  

different students’ gifts and talents coming alive on and off stage. She was 

especially grateful to all of the parents who did so much in the background--

from helping with lines and picking up students after rehearsals to volunteer-

ing to put up and strike the stage.   
 

 Congratulations to everyone on a fantastic performance! 

From framing to painting  

the props crew was in  

full motion! 



HOW WE MET THE MUMMY! 

By Grace H. and Charles J-H. 
 

 From funny lines to dramatic scenes, what was not to love about the JFK’s version of How I Met Your 

Mummy. Each character was sure to give a laugh to anyone who saw the play. The Crusader Theater has been 

going on for years, first directed by Mrs. Hinchman 

and Miss Burken. Now the wonderful life of acting is  

directed by Mrs. Bauer, Ms Siefers, and Miss 

Burken.  
 

 A group of actresses and a director in the  

museum after hours, a few lost--very lost--tourists, an  

Egyptian High Priest, a cowardly security guard, a 

suspicious museum owner, and a few old  

archaeologists, along with a few really not-so-bright 

robbers and a news reporter really tell you the story 

of a fraud and a lost mummy. Oh, and of course...  

A MUMMY!  
 

 Mrs. Bauer was the main director this year and she was pretty excited 

about it. “Yes it was super fun. Very nerve-wracking because Mrs. Hinchman 

did it for so long.” Even if she was the director, Mrs. Bauer said she could not 

pick a favorite character.  She said, ”I don't have one because they are all hi-

larious!” Putting everything into motion for producing a play takes a lot of 

time. It starts with deciding on the play itself, picking dates, holding tryouts, 

and casting the performance. A unique twist to this year’s production was, as 

identical twins, Allison B. and Kristen B. had an amazing idea to both audi-

tion for the role of Dr. Dusty Bones. They suggested that each would take one 

half of the part and then write a revised ending to get both actresses on stage 

at the same time.  (For those who weren’t sure, Allison was in the first act and 

Kristen was in the second.) Once the play was cast, it was rehearsals on  

Mondays and Tuesdays, setting up the stage, and then LIGHTS, CAMERA, 

ACTION! All of this took so many people! From directors to prop people, 

along with assistant directors and tech directors made this year’s Crusader 

Theater amazing. 

 From the amazing set to the cool sounds,  

Crusader Theater is full of fun things. Before we 

took the stage on Friday, May 10, you may have  

noticed that the whole cast and crew were pictured by 

the library and in the church Gathering Space.  

According to Mrs. Bauer, “I have always wanted to 

have cast and crew publicity pictures. Especially for 

this year, I wanted to drum up as much awareness and 

publicity as possible. A huge thanks to Ms. Siefers 

for printing the pictures and setting up the displays..” 

The second scene was featured as a group picture be-

cause, with the exception of Yo-Wat-Sup, all of the 

cast was on stage together.  
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HOW WE MET THE MUMMY! 

 All of us really did work hard on this play and we hope you enjoyed it!  We would like to thank our 

fellow cast mates as follows: 

 Ellie R. as Wanda Lucre; Allison and Kristen B. as Dr. Dusty Bones; Xander P. as Melvin Trimble;  

 Emma M. as Penny Dreadful; Emily W., Helen S., and Adie C. as Muggs, Sparky, and Spunky;  

 Charles J.H. as Pei-Nin-Dah-Nekh; Quinn R. as Rhonda;  

 Mary R. and Grace H. as Carla and Loretta; Isabella K. and Mary D. as Jody and Shirley;  

 Delaney E., Brianna M., and Natalie B. as the Lost Tourists, and Lindsey G. as Yo-Wut-Sup. 
 

 We would also like to thank the crew: Kyla D.,  Brittany N,. Natalie P., Jennifer P., Anna S., Michael 

and David L., and Stephanie C. for their help in making the set and making sure we all do what we are  

supposed to. 
 

 Finally, the whole cast and crew would like to say a big thank you to everyone who helped us make 

this play such a success. The saying “It takes a village…” may be cliché, but this phrase rings so true for  

everyone in the OLV/JFK family who helped make our efforts fun and worthwhile.  We especially want to 

thank Mrs. Bauer as our amazing director; Miss. Siefers as the Tech director who helped us with everything, 

Miss. Burken as the awesome assistant director, Mrs. Woerdehoff as the fabulous set designer, Mrs.  

Van Speybroeck, who helped with auditioning, Mrs. Hinchman, who helped with costuming, Mrs. Schuster 

and the Home & School volunteers who worked around the stage during the plant sale, and Mr. Sweeney who 

made sure we had what we needed when we needed it.  

A special “Thank You” to  

Mrs. Craig and Mr. Diggs for  

submitting photos for this article! 



CONFIRMED IN THE SPIRIT! 
By Mary R. and Ellie R. 
 

 Confirmation has a lot of different meanings for people. For Tyler 

W. it was feeling “renewed,” but, for Natalie P., it was feeling “closer to 

God.”  Either way, students were changed by Confirmation. In addition, 

the teachers and staff members also felt the difference on April 13th as  

students became adults in the Church. Each future Confirmation recipient, 

called the Confirmandi, chose a sponsor to guide them in their journey to 

receive the sacred sacrament. Some picked their relatives and siblings,  

others trusted adults and teachers. No matter who they chose, each sponsor 

played a specific role in guiding their Confirmandi.Their sponsor is  

someone who they look up to and admire. Everything about their faith life 

appeals to the Confirmandi. Each week, students preparing to receive the 

sacrament would write an email to their sponsor for guidance and to build a deeper relationship.   
 

 Students don’t only choose their sponsor, they also chose a saint whose lifestyle they try to follow. By 

praying and getting closer to their saints, they also became closer with God. Students chose saints such as 

Maria Goretti, Thomas the Apostle, Augustine Zhao Rong, and Elizabeth of Hungary because of their stories 

and how they spread God’s love throughout the world. Picking a saint name is a very important task when  

preparing to receive the sacrament because students choose someone who will have continued influence and 

impact on their daily lives and prayer life. 
 

 Many students felt different emotions while preparing for, receiving the sacrament, and afterwards. 

Some felt excitement, some felt the Holy Spirit present throughout the entire process, and some didn’t feel the 

change right away. One student, Alison B., felt no physical change, but definitely felt the spiritual difference. 

Griffin E. didn’t feel the change until after Confirmation, and others felt this way, too. There were also  

students who felt like they had a new beginning with God and felt that their faith life grew- allowing their rela-

tionship with God to deepen. 
 

 Fr. Jake is extremely proud of all the 8th graders Confirmed on April 13, 2019. He wants students go to 

Mass often so they can continually grow in their faith. Fr. Jake is very happy for the students who were  

Confirmed and hopes they always keep God in their lives so that they will always have a good relationship 

with Him. His Confirmation was October 20, 1999. The fact that he remembers the exact date shows just how 

impactful and powerful Confirmation is. Everyone’s Confirmation is a little different, and for Mrs. Bauer, it 

was completely different compared to the 8th grade Confirmandi’s. She was part of the RCIA program and 

received her sacrament at Easter Vigil.  
 

 Mr. Evan, the Coordinator of Confirmation, took on the position for Mrs. Wemhoff and Mrs. Willows. 

He took the position in August of 2018. His favorite part of Confirmation is when it is over because he has no 

more work left to do. His Confirmation name was Nicolaus, for the Patron Saint of children and gift giving. 

Mr. Evan has enjoyed the job and thinks he will continue at this position for at least a couple more years. 
 

 Confirmation was a big step in the 8th graders’ faith lives. However, Fr. Jake wants them to remember 

that this is only an important part of their journey and definitely not the last stop or a graduation from the faith. 

We still have so much to learn, we need to keep going to Mass, and we must be open to opportunities for  

deepening our relationships with God.  
 

 Congratulation 8th graders on this accomplishment and remember to “Do great things for God.” 



WE’RE SINGING AND PLAYING -- 

A NEW SONG WITH CHORUS AND GENERAL MUSIC 

By David L. and Michael L., Mason M., Gabe W., and Staff Writers 
 

 So many changes took place this year and the 

JFK music department was a huge part of those changes. 

With Mrs. Hinchman’s retirement, Crusader Theater 

became an extra-curricular activity, Mrs. Van  

Speybroeck joined JFK full-time to teach K-6 music, 

and classes specific to chorus and general music for  

seventh and eighth grades were created by Mr. Connors 

and Mrs. Van Speybroeck.  Mr. Connors added eighth grade general music to his full schedule while Mrs.  

Van Speybroeck took on the challenge of seventh and eighth grade chorus as well as seventh grade general 

music.   
 

 With the chorus and general music offerings, seventh and eighth grade students were able to choose 

which option best suited their skills.  General music offered an alternative for those 

who may not have been comfortable singing; however, every student learned and 

demonstrated their skills in music through their performances in and out of the  

classroom. 
 

 For the eighth graders in general music, bucket drumming was a huge 

hit.  Mr. Connors shared that he’d always wanted to give that a try and this year the 

opportunity presented itself perfectly. Bucket drumming wasn’t the only activity for 

the eighth graders because they also spent a great deal of time using an online music 

theory program.  Under the direction of Mrs. Van Speybroeck, Boomwackers were a 

similarly huge hit for the seventh graders. 
 

 Mrs. Van Speybroeck had a full plate with her usual program schedule for K-6, but she added the  

seventh and eighth grade chorus who, in total numbers, had a huge participation level.  We were lucky enough 

to have the chorus sing during Mass and two additional concerts where they sang in wonderful harmony. A 

few titles that were student favorites included Didn’t My Lord Deliver Daniel?, My Shot, Humble and Kind, 

and Amazing. 
 

 A huge thank-you to both Mr. Connors and Mrs. Van Speybroeck for saying “Yes!” to the new music 

options and all of their hard work in making it a rewarding experience for everyone involved. 



STUPENDOUS STUDENT COUNCIL 

By: Allie A., Alison B., Kyla D., Helen S. 
 

 Throughout the years, Student Council has impacted JFK in more ways than not. Student Council has 

been a part of this school for so many years. This year, it was filled with many new kids who have many gifts 

and talents. Student Council is an activity that gives kids a real world idea of how government works. It also 

gives them a say in decisions that affect our school, such as fundraisers and dress days.  
 

 This year’s representatives are Emerson S. as President, Sophia M. as Vice President, Anika E. as  

Secretary, and Charles J.H. as Treasurer. In order to obtain each of their positions, they had to write a speech 

and present it in front of the school, as well as making posters. The speeches that they wrote explained to  

everyone their ideas they had for fundraisers and dress days. It also included why they thought they should be 

chosen for that position. 
 

 Each position has an important job. The President runs the meetings and brings their ideas to 

Mr.Steimle. The Vice President helps come up with ideas for dress days and fundraisers, as well as run the 

supply store. However, it is also the classroom representatives job to help brainstorm, and bring ideas to the 

table. The Secretary writes letters to parents and students, informing them on their latest decisions. Finally, the 

Treasurer writes down all the important ideas or issues on the board. He also plays an important part in Supply 

Store, while helping add up the money, and assisting the little kids.  
 

 Two teachers advise the JFK Student Council: Mr. Ryan and Mr. Connors. Mr. Ryan has been a part of 

running Student Council for 5 years. He helps manage the kids while also helping them come up with  

productive Student Council sessions. He also helps supervise the Supply Store as well as order the supplies. 

His favorite fundraiser that we have done this year is Penny Wars. He really enjoys this one because he loves 

to see the kids get super excited about participating in it. Another big part of Student Council, is having  

meetings. Meetings take place in the art room, once a month. During monthly meetings, they discuss what  

service projects and fundraisers they are going to do each month, while also deciding on the stock they put in 

the supply store.  
 

 Mr. Connors has also been an adviser for five years. He got involved in student council because there 

was an open position and, throughout time, he became more invested in the process.  He takes part in student 

council by doing paperwork and encouraging students to be more vocal during meetings. Mr. Connors’  

favorite part about Student Council is the voting process because he gets to take in the votes and he thinks it’s 

interesting to see which grade votes for which person. His favorite student council fundraiser was also Penny 

Wars because the little kids get really excited and involved. 

Mr. Connors is a big help when it comes to student coun-

cil.  
 

 The JFK Student Council is an overall fun and  

exciting activity. There is so much to learn as a participant, 

especially when making decisions that, as a representative, 

affect the entire student body. We definitely encourage 

anyone who wants to try to join Student Council! 



GRADE LEVEL NEWS 

The Preschoolers of Mrs. Zeimet and Mrs. 

Knox 

 

By: Adie C., Jaliyah H.T., Brianna M., &  

Quinn R. 

 

 Mrs. Zeimet’s preschool class has had a 

momentous, exciting, and extraordinary year. 

They have learned so much! Mrs. Zeimet and 

Mrs. Knox assist them while working on the  

alphabet every day and by learning a new letter 

every week. They also work on things such as 

numbers, shapes, and reading stories. Peyton P. 

and Henry S. say that they love to learn about 

animals and learn new letters. Henry likes to see 

what the animals can do. Peyton likes seeing all 

of the pictures that represent the letter of the 

week. When they have time to play at recess, they 

do many activities such as coloring or going  

outside to play on the playset, slides, or play hide 

and seek.  

 

 For many years, the preschoolers have 

been sharing their things at school using a 

method called show and tell. However, the  

preschoolers have been doing a new activity  

instead of show and tell. They have been using 

the sharing bag. The sharing bag is a bag that the 

preschooler can put in their favorite book and/or 

an item from home that they want to share with 

the class. Peyton P. brought her favorite stuffed 

penguin, and Henry brought his favorite book 

about Marie Curie. 

 

 During a regular day for the preschool, 

they usually start off with table work. Table work 

is when a group of students get together at a table 

and create crafts and simply coloring numbers of 

the shapes. The students must enjoy table work 

because they always are so anxious to take it 

home! Preschoolers are also required to perform 

many assessments throughout the year. The 

teachers lead these assessments by quizzing the 

students on what numbers they know, testing how 

high they can count, knowing their alphabet,  

writing their name, and more. The assessments 

help see what the preschoolers need to work on 

and show how far they have come, presenting 

proof that the stupendous students are ready for 

the challenges that lay ahead of them and more 

importantly ready for grades such as fifth grade.  

 

 Mrs. Zeimet has lots of fun teaching these 

kids and preparing them for what's to come. She 

enjoys teaching them the alphabet because she 

wants to make sure they can read one day. Her 

job is exciting and full of work. She is very busy 

every day and always has to come prepared every 

day with different strategies in teaching. She uses 

models and gives them time to practice their 

skills. Mrs. Zeimet loves her job because she gets 

to be with children every day. The thing she 

doesn’t like about her job is when a student is 

sad, so she finds ways for them to feel better and 

enjoy the rest of the day.  

 

 Mrs. Zeimet is a very experienced  

teacher. She works wonderfully with kids. This 

didn’t just start when she became a teacher; it  

also started when she was little. Mrs. Zeimet was 

the oldest child so she took care of her siblings 

which are why she wanted to become a teacher. 

She has been teaching for 25 years and has  

enjoyed every single one. She says she enjoys 

teaching preschool and wouldn’t want to switch 

grades if she had the choice. 

 

 Mrs. Knox mentioned that preschool was 

the only grade she has ever taught and she  

wouldn't want to teach any other grade because 

the fundamental skills that are taught in preschool 

are extremely important. She enjoys helping them 

taking their first steps into their school careers. 

Her favorite part of the school day is getting to 

read them a diverse collection of stories  

throughout the year. 

 

 Preschool is very enjoyable for the kids 

and the teachers. Every day is lots of fun and full 

of learning. The children are prepared for  

kindergarten and are excited to see what is to 

Grade Level News continued on next page... 



GRADE LEVEL NEWS 

come. Their learning skills have strengthened and 

they have learned so much in the past year. They 

have enjoyed every day at JFK and are ready for a 

whole new year as kindergarteners.  

 

Peppy Preschoolers of Mrs. Jordan and Mrs. 

Blocker 

 

By: Natalie B., Lindsey G., Emily M., and Anna S. 

 

 Preschool is the start of a child’s  

marvelous learning journey.  It’s where the  

building blocks are placed for the rest of their lives. 

We visited Mrs. Blocker’s and Mrs.  

Jordan’s preschool classes to see how these  

students have enjoyed their time in preschool. 

 

 Mrs. Jordan teaches the morning  

four-year-old class.  Sadly, the 2018-2019 school 

year is Mrs. Jordan’s last year teaching preschool at 

JFK.  She’s been teaching at JFK about 16 years 

but has been teaching preschool for 25 years. Being 

an art teacher was her original plan, but when she 

took teaching courses with  

preschoolers she fell in love with the kids.  

Growing up, Mrs. Jordan had really good  

teachers and peers that inspired her as well as play-

ing “school”.  Sharing four-year-old duties is Mrs. 

Blocker who teaches the afternoon students.  She 

has been teaching for nine years and always knew 

she would be a teacher.  Mrs. Blocker did not ex-

pect to teach preschool, but she is happy is worked 

out that way because she loves seeing the growth in 

the students’ learning. 

 

 A typical day in preschool is a BUSY day! 

Each student practices writing his/her name during 

sign-in as they enter the classroom, then it’s circle 

time. After circle time, the preschoolers complete 

their daily jobs. Next, they’re working on phonics, 

a tough part of the day according to many of the 

kids.  However, the favorite part of the day for 

many is what follows phonics:  

centers, followed by a literacy lesson and snack. 

Then, it’s time for table work, which Piper  

declares is her favorite part.  Henry S. was quick to 

note that the next part of the day, science or social 

studies has his favorite subject science…along with 

art and math. He said math helped him learn new 

numbers. Of course, the day wouldn’t be complete 

without recess.  In inclement weather, the preschool-

ers use the online tool Go  

Noodle to dance and play.  Lauren B., Kendle N., 

and Felix K. all agreed that centers and going out-

side were their favorite things to do.  All of the pre-

schoolers interviewed liked having their teachers 

assign them jobs and, of course, snacks! 

 

 Both teachers shared a few of their  

favorite teaching activities: reading aloud to the stu-

dents and special letters of the alphabet. Mrs. Jor-

dan’s favorite book to read aloud is Hello, Hello, a 

story about how different animals say hello and, 

while, not giving a specific title, Mrs. Blocker also 

expressed how much she enjoyed reading stories 

and seeing the kids’ reactions. The special activities 

that go along with each letter of the alphabet make 

teaching the letters of the  

alphabet a fun experience for everyone  

involved.  Mrs. Jordan’s favorite was the letter “V” 

for volcano because it included a hands-on activity 

making a volcano while Mrs. Blocker’s favorite was 

“J” for jellyfish and learning about jellyfish. 

 

 Just when you might think that preschool is 

just daily fun and games, serious learning and as-

sessment is continually going on.  Using Gold As-

sessments as their foundation, Mrs. Jordan and Mrs. 

Blocker are required to constantly record each stu-

dent’s acquisition of every letter, every number, 

every skill; every fact that is taught is 

day.  Preschoolers also take both math and  

literacy tests three times per school year. 

 

 As preschool graduates as of June 5, every-

one is looking forward to kindergarten and is proud 

of their accomplishments this year. All students and 

staff will miss Mrs. Jordan greatly, but wish her a 

happy retirement! 
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Marvelous 2M 

 

By: Kristen B., Mary D., Jennifer P., and Emily 

W. 

 

 Led by Mrs. Maxwell, the second graders 

of 2M have been very busy participating in many 

fun activities, learning new things, and preparing 

to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation and 

First Communion. Mrs. Maxwell was originally 

prepared to teach first grade but accepted the  

second grade position and has enjoyed it every 

year for the past 11. She is especially gratified by 

how the kids are excited to come to school with 

so much to learn yet already so independent. A 

graduate of St. Ambrose University, Mrs.  

Maxwell recently added a master’s degree  

specializing in literacy to her education resume. 

 

 Science is her favorite subject to teach 

because of the hands-on activities and  

experiments. When Mrs. Maxwell is not teaching 

about germs in science, she is educating the  

second graders about our government, fractions, 

combining information about the La Brea Tar Pits 

with reading a book titled The Dog That Dug for 

Dinosaurs, and facilitating the publication of  

students’ illustrated stories…to name a few! 

Those of you who regularly passed by 2M’s 

classroom had to have enjoyed the snow globes 

with a picture of each student “trapped”  

inside.  This was another of Mrs. Maxwell’s  

favorites as the students had to come up with  

stories explaining why they were stuck in a snow 

globe. Out of all the activities 2M completed this 

year, Mrs. Maxwell’s favorite was making woven 

bracelets. 

 

 Many students were eager to share their 

favorites of the year as well.  Julia Cook’s visit 

was a huge hit, especially as it gave the kids’ an 

opportunity to see connections in the process of 

writing a book since they were writing and  

illustrating their own books.  Sylvia R. enjoyed 

Mrs. Cook because she explained how feelings 

are hurt (and how to deal with it) while Sully G. 

thought the entire presentation was just 

“awesome”. Cooper P.’s favorite projects were 

making fossils as well as writing books because 

they were able to write a lot of words.  Ellie V. 

enjoyed making “yummy, yummy islands” in  

science while, in art, Sylvia R.’s favorite project 

was the clay fish pots and Sully G.’s was the  

Picasso face. All the 2M students agreed that the 

hands-on science activities were a great addition 

to the curriculum.  

 

Of course, one of the most important activities for 

second graders at JFK is preparing for  

Reconciliation and First Communion. To practice 

for Reconciliation, the students memorized the 

Act of Contrition and wrote their list of sins.  It 

would be no surprise that the students were very 

nervous about their first Reconciliation, but an 

ice cream treat afterwards made it a little less so.  

For First Communion, the kids practiced  

receiving the host using vanilla wafers.  Mrs. 

Maxwell stated that they spent a great deal of 

time talking about where the hosts originate the 

importance of the Eucharist itself, and how to 

properly receive the blessed sacrament of Jesus’ 

body. 

 

Are the kids in 2M ready for third grade?  

Absolutely! Sylvia R. wants to learn new things 

and is excited about having a locker.  Sully G. 

wants to learn more about the world. Mrs.  

Maxwell concentrated on helping the students 

become more independent, had them practice a 

few third grade math concepts, and continued to 

provide opportunities to write as much as  

possible. 
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Sensational Second Graders of 2P  

 

By: Stephanie C., Hunter M., Sophia M., &  

Michael V. 

 

 It was another great year, sensational  

second graders! They have been offered many 

opportunities to grow spiritually, mentally, and, 

of course, academically.  The sacraments of  

Reconciliation and First Holy Communion are 

only two huge ways these second graders have 

developed in their relationship with Christ. When 

asked about their favorite part of Reconciliation, 

they responded that it was a special moment to 

receive the sacrament for the first time and to do 

it with all of their friends. Leading up to First 

Communion, the students reenacted the washing 

of the feet and the Last Supper. Second graders 

have led Ridgecrest Masses and Wednesday  

All-School Masses throughout the year.  They 

joyfully contribute to the Mass by truly engaging 

in the Mass parts and celebrating with the  

community of worshippers.  

 

 Mental growth has been facilitated by 

Mrs. Poster’s implementation of student jobs in 

the classroom.  Students learn responsibility by 

acting as Messenger, Line Leader, Caboose, 

Mail, Librarian, Paper Passer, Door Holder, 

Lights, Board Cleaner, and Lunch Count.  To  

further encourage growing in taking personal  

responsibility, Mrs. Poster started a “chips” and 

clothespin system to help keep the classroom  

running smoothly and keep the focus on  

academics, not behavior. Students work hard not 

to earn a chip and to keep their clothespin at 

green! 

 

 Academically, the students of 2P have 

learned so many new concepts such as estimating 

multiplication and division, and nature habitats. 

Ellamae M. thinks that learning how things 

change is an important topic she has learned this 

year. Xander S. especially enjoyed math with 

Mrs. Poster. The Family History project was a hit 

as was the Flat Stanley activity and the visit to 

the zoo. The kids write daily and enjoy watching 

fun, educational videos. Mrs. Poster adds songs 

and raps to make lessons “stick” more. 

 

 Mrs. Poster has thoroughly enjoyed her 

time with this year’s groups and is so proud of 

the growth they’ve exhibited in such a short time 

together. She’s looking forward to watching them 

continue to succeed throughout their years at JFK 

and beyond. 

 

 

The Fantastic 5L  

 

By: Brittany N., Ava S. 

 

 Fifth grade is a time of having new  

experiences, starting bigger projects, and making 

new memories. One exciting and new project 

fifth grade worked on was Civic Oration. This 

was their first year doing it. Both Zain D. and 

Aubrey R. thought that writing the speech was 

the easiest part. There came a difference between 

them, though, when we asked them what they 

thought they did well during Civic Oration.  

Aubrey R. said, “making it to the third round” 

was what she did best. According to Zain D. 

“saying the speech” was what he did really well 

on. After Civic Oration was over, fifth grade 

started reading the book Slacker, as a class.  

Before they started reading Slacker, fifth grade 

read Wonder, The Lion, The Witch, and The 

Wardrobe, and many other amazing books.  

Aubrey R. and Zain D. both said The Lion, The 

Witch, and The Wardrobe was their favorite book 

they have read so far. It is quite evident that fifth 

grade was full of many exciting moments,  

laughter, and having fun.  

 

 We all know that Mrs. Lundquist has been 

on maternity leave, so who has been in the 5L 

room all of this time? Most of you should know: 

Mrs. Flathman! She has been hard at work  

keeping these fifth graders in check. Mrs.  

Flathman was originally a full time teacher for 16 
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years. She left JFK in the spring of 2002 because 

she got her master’s degree in special education. 

She is now a substitute teacher and loves working 

with kids. “JFK seemed to be a good fit,”  

according to Mrs. Flathman. She did mention to 

us that they have read many books and have done 

some projects while she was substituting. They 

read Slacker by Gordon Korman. She also shared 

that they read the stories out of their literature 

books. Even though Mrs. Flathman hasn’t been 

around all year, she has picked up some good 

tips. She mentioned that she has been building 

team working skills in class. She likes seeing 

them be able to work together and get to talk. She 

also talked about group work with their pods and 

how it is important. They get to work with people 

they get along with and people they may not get 

along with.  

 

 Mrs. Lundquist’s baby’s name is Annika, 

she has been out of school so she can take care of 

her new baby girl. She did share with us a little 

bit about what goes on in the class of 5L.  

She shared with us that they have been doing 

some projects. They have done writing projects 

such as the Flag Essay, and Civic Oration. She 

said that the Flag Essay was to prepare them for 

Civic Oration. When Civic Oration came around 

she mentioned how amazed she was at their work 

and at how many students made it to the Parish 

Center Round even though it was their first year! 

Mrs. Lundquist also said that they did a board 

game about the Revolutionary War, stating 

“Students made a board game in social studies 

about the American Revolutionary War. They 

had to have at least 25 question cards that went 

along with the chapter, playing pieces, and a fun/

unique playing board that they designed.” As 5L 

progressed through the year, she told us about 

why she likes 5th grade. She shared “I love  

helping them become better writers and helping 

them develop their love for reading. I try to  

introduce different types of books to help them 

find books that interest them.”  

 

 She also mentioned that she has been 

helping them become organized with their  

lockers, desks, using their daily planners, and 

staying on track. Keeping the 5L class on track 

during the day seems like a lot of work, however 

she told us, “Every day I put the schedule up on 

the board for students to see. This helps all of us 

stay on track. The class also has sticker charts for 

each subject and if they participate well in the 

subject they get a sticker for the chart. Once two 

full lines in each subject are completed the class 

gets an extra recess. The behavior folder is also 

introduced this year. Students are given warnings 

before being written into the folder. This gets 

them ready for the upper grades 6-8.” Fifth grade 

has been an exciting year for these students and 

we hope they enjoy next year as sixth graders! 

 

 

Mrs. Weiser’s Wonderful 5th Graders!  

 

By: Emma M. and Delaney E.  

 

Have you stopped down to fifth grade lately? We 

thought it would be a good idea to catch up with 

Mrs. Weiser and her wonderful fifth graders to 

see what they have been up to this year. A lot of  

exciting things have been happening for the past 

few months. All of the students love her as a 

teacher and always have fun with her in all the 

wonderful lessons she teaches.  

 

 Mrs. Weiser loves this year’s fifth grade 

class; she says that they are smart, creative, and 

well behaved, and, while certain aspects of their  

lessons have been harder like science and social 

studies, they’ve been doing very well. They are a 

smaller group making the class more personal 

because it allows for more one-on-one time with 

each and every student. “Mostly in math,” states 

Mrs. Weiser. The biggest change for them has 

been the new science and social studies books. 

Science has been more difficult this year because 

they have been focusing more on the engineering 

side, or as Mrs. Weiser wisely put it, “Less  

memorization, more application.” Another thing 
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that she has noticed has been that the subject  

depends on how well the students work in groups, 

“In some lessons they need to show that they 

know the material, but in things like social  

studies and science, they need to talk and learn 

from each other.” 

 

 While students loved all the snow days, 

early outs, and delays, they have not been the best 

thing for Mrs. Weiser or any other teacher. Any 

snow days, early out, or delays have really  

impacted her schedules and lessons, “The  

teaching flow was broken,” Mrs. Weiser shared 

with us. However, it hasn’t slowed them down 

from making the most of this year!  

 

 With the adjustments for Mrs. Weiser, 

there were also some for the students. “We had to 

really get caught up in science, but it wasn’t hard 

to catch up from missed days,” said Mili M.  

Nathan T. said, “Civic Oration was hard because 

it was a little complicated, but I overcame it be-

cause I did all of the right research.”  

 

 Some of the students we talked to were 

really talkative and gave great answers to our 

questions! The 5th graders have done a couple 

class readings that they have really enjoyed. They 

read Island of the Dolphins by Scott O’Dell 

(which seemed to be a class favorite) and Where 

the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls (which 

they are in the process of reading at the moment).  

 

 On top of their love for the class readings, 

they also love other parts of their education. The 

5th grade students have learned how to write an 

essay. Nathan T. loved the Flag Essay as well as 

Civic Oration. Mili M. and Wrigley M. both 

greatly enjoyed Civic Oration and the STEM  

projects over the summer. 

 

 Wrigley M., Mili M., and Nathan T.’s  

favorite things were working on Civic Oration, 

“It wasn’t as hard as we were expecting,”  

declared the students. Their favorite things they 

learned this year were, “All of the interesting 

facts, how to put a speech together, how to  

memorize, and speak in front of a 

crowd,  geography and studying volume in math, 

and the Flag Essay” the three students  

proclaimed.  Even with their enjoyment, there 

were struggles throughout the year. For example 

students struggled with science and Civic Oration 

saying that with all the research it got a little 

complicated.  

 

 However, they persevered and have some 

advice to the fourth graders coming into fifth 

grade! Some of this advice included, “Civic  

oration isn’t that hard if you don’t freak out  

beforehand” to “Keep a good attitude!” These 

kiddos, all though scared for the stricter rules of 

middle school, are prepared to move on to the 

next level. Mrs. Weiser wants them to be  

prepared to monitor their own studying, home-

work, and time budgeting, and most importantly 

to know that teachers don’t check planners.  

 

Savvy Seventh Graders 
 

By: Griffin E., Isabella K., Michael L., Natalie P., 

Xander P.,  & Keaton T. 
 

 The seventh grade is a great time in our 

lives.  It’s when we make friends, learn about  

relevant information, and find out more  

opportunities for what we want to do in high 

school and beyond.  As this year’s seventh grade 
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finishes up their school year, they are slowly  

being prepared for their final year at JFK. The  

students tend to have lots of fun with their teachers 

Mrs. Whelchel and Miss Burken. 
 

 One of the ways they have prepared for 

eighth grade is the sacrament of Confirmation.  

Macie R. is really looking forward to Confirmation. 

Miss Burken has prepared all of her students and 

made them aware of what Confirmation contains 

and what you do after Confirmation. After all, that is 

all they talk about in religion class! She said they 

have discussions about being a disciple of Christ, 

serving others/those in need, charisma, and  

developing a good relationship with God. 
 

 In late October, the seventh grade traveled to 

Chicago to attend the Holy Fire retreat. They spent a 

whole day, listening to music, participating in adora-

tion, and attending Mass. Macie R. and Cole M. 

really enjoyed the experience and would go back if 

they could. In addition to their trip to Holy Fire,  

seventh grade had the opportunity to celebrate Mass 

at Ridgecrest and visit AHS and work with the 3D 

printer. With Mrs. Whelchel’s help, they also  

facilitated two successful blood drives. 
 

 This year, Civic Oration was in first and  

second quarter instead of third quarter. Miss Burken, 

Cole M., and Macie R., liked it better this way. Cole 

M. and Macie R. liked it because they didn’t have to 

work on Civic Oration or worry about it over Winter 

Break. They liked the topic and thought it was easier 

because there was more information to research and 

easier to find. Ms. Burken, however, felt that it was 

harder for the seventh graders because most of their 

field trips were during the time of due dates.  

Otherwise, she liked it. She felt that the topic this 

year was neutral. It wasn’t any more difficult or  

easier for most of the same reasons. Lots of good 

information to research and lots of variety for people 

to have different topics. 
 

 In Mrs. Whelchel’s classes, students had  

several attempts at escape rooms in math.  Using 

unique lesson planning such as escape rooms,  

manipulatives, and real-world applications, she  

introduced traditional 

math instructional 

concepts in a hands-

on approach.  In  

social studies,  

students continued to 

become acquainted 

with the rigor of the 

new Iowa Core Social 

Studies Standards and 

the global  

perspectives those 

standards emphasize. 

For the third  

consecutive year, 

Mrs. Whelchel and 

Miss Burken  

collaborated to  

produce a cross-

curricular  

experience using 

the social studies 

aspect of Africa’s 

water scarcity with 

the ELA addition of 

reading A Long 

Walk to Water.  Carrying jugs of water while walk-

ing in the parking lot (rain or shine) is a small way 

of generating empathy for those who cannot simply 

turn on the faucet and immediately receive clean, 

drinkable water. 
 

 Students are excited about moving on to 

eighth grade, but there are things they will miss 

about seventh grade. Cole M. and Macie R. are  

excited for next year being their last year. They are 

really excited for high school after being at JFK for 

a while. They want to let the sixth graders know that 

the rules are stricter and more enforced in seventh 

grade. Seventh grade is a fun year, but it can be 

tough. These student have done amazing this year 

with Mrs. Whelchel and Miss Burken teaching great 

lessons. Best wishes to the seventh graders as they 

move into their last year at JFK! 

Seventh graders walking 

around the parking lot with 

gallon jugs filled with water 

to finish up the A Long Walk 

to Water unit. 


