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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

By:  Laila M. & Danny P. 

Catholic Schools Week started off with the All School 

Mass and Spaghetti Supper on Saturday January 

26th.   Also, that same day, the Book Fair opened in the  

library.  JFKôs first Catholic Schools week school event was 

Dodgeball for Diapers which had a lot of people throwing, 

dodging, catching, and doing everything they could do to stay 

in the game.  Ellie S. in sixth grade did exactly that.  She  

surprised everyone with her amazing comeback when she 

was highly outnumbered by a huge group of boys and 

slowly knocked all of them out one by one.  It was a close 

game with a rough start, but she still won!  

Our next event was the JFK Talent Show on Tuesday January 

22nd.  There was singing, dancing, and everything in between.  It started 

off with Maggie A. singing ñGod of the Hills and Valleys.ò  There were 

many impressive acts and talented students.  Just to name a few, from 

the morning performance, there were first graders Ben T. singing ñHigh 

Hopesò and Audrey G. dancing to the song ñFirefliesò in her homemade 

spacesuit.  There were second graders Landon R. and Mariska R.  

singing ñThis Little Light of Mine,ò and Jackson T. reciting a poem from 

memory by Shel Silverstein titled ñSmart.ò  In third grade, we had Ava 

Mae W. playing her  original song ñTimesò on her ukulele, Natalie S. and 

Hailey E. performing their mind reading skills with members of the  

audience, Peyton W. dancing to the song ñFabulousò, and Sydney S. 

showing off her water coloring skills by painting for Mrs. Wahlig her favorite animal, a panda! 

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 

Seventh graders Brynn B. and Sam S. 

during Dodgeball Tournament  

Faithlynn F. playing 

òYou are my  

Sunshineó on the 

ukulele.  



In the afternoon performance, the whole kindergarten represented feelings and  

expressions by holding rainbow scarves and singing the song ñColors.ò  Next up in kindergarten 

was Maggie C. and Macy O. singing ñBaby Sharkò with special guest, grandma shark!  To Macy 

sheôs ñYayaò, but to us, sheôs assistant principal Mrs. Temming!  In the ñGrandma Sharkò segment 

of the song, Mrs. Temming came in and walked behind Maggie and Macy carrying a blow-up 

shark! Mrs. Temming said she had so much fun, and she liked the surprise when no one knew 

she was coming. She said it was Mrs. Hinchmanôs idea for her to come with the blow-up shark. 

Mrs. Temming has also heard this song before her participation in the  

talent show. Macy said she also liked having her grandma participate with 

her. She said that Maggie is one of her best friends and that ñBaby Sharkò 

is her favorite song. She also liked it when everyone joined in on the song 

and hand movements.   

In fifth grade, Wrigley and Mili M. sang and performed ñBig Yellow 

Taxiò on the guitar and bass ukulele.  In seventh grade, 7W, including Mrs. 

Whelchel, performed the ñCrayon Boxò song with their handmade crayon 

box and crayon tip hats. Another fun event for all families was Bring a 

Friend to Lunch Day.  However due to inclement weather this day was 

postponed until February 6th.  This is a special day when students get to 

pick someone to come to JFK and have lunch with them.  The Book Fair is 

opened on this day and many students got to buy books, pens, pointers, 

and a lot of other fun stuff.    

 On Friday February 1st  the eighth graders and JFK 

staff members  played in the annual Staff versus Eighth 

grade volleyball games in the gym.  After a long, hard battle, 

the eighth graders finally won two out of four sets.  Lastly, 

students in grades second through eighth went to the AHS 

mass on March 21st with Bishop Zinkula; this Mass was 

originally scheduled for January 30th however due to  

inclement weather it was postponed. Everyone liked the 

bishopôs representation of the parable of The Lamp.  He 

covered an AHS student with a red blanket, and then he had 

a couple other students share the gifts they liked about the 

covered student.  Everyone enjoyed yet another successful Catholic Schools Week; even if part of 

it was after the scheduled week! 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK CONTINUED... 

Even Mrs. Whelchel 

was involved with 

7Wõs class act! 

Mrs. Hillebrand serving the ball!  
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SCIENCE FAIR 
By:  Landon R., Mili M., & Nathan T. 

 This yearôs Science Fair was full of new 

and interesting projects!  Seventh and eighth 

graders showcased their amazing experiments 

on the cafeteria tables this year due to  

construction in the Parish Center.  The judges 

this year included the upper-grade teachers and 

Mrs. Schott. 

Quinn R., an eighth grade winner, wanted 

to find out about the germs she was touching 

every day.  This resulted in her project called ñCanôt Touch Thisò.  She found out that the toilet had 

the most germs.  She enjoyed her project very much, because it was interesting to see all the 

germs she could find. Sophia M., another eighth grade winner, accomplished her project called 

ñWhat You Should Know About H2Oò.  She used four different types of water; Fiji water, Penta  

water, tap water, and Great Value water.  It took her two or so tries to perfect the project.  She 

learned that not every sort of water is the same.  It wasnôt hard because the kit that she used  

explained a lot. She enjoyed doing her project. 

Grant S., a seventh grade winner, created an Infinity Mirror.  An Infinity Mirror is made of a 

mirror, LED lights, and mortar over it all.  In the mirror, the one string of lights looked like it went on 

forever.  He learned that mirrors do not reflect all light.  Lights that are not reflected in mirrors are 

brighter than the ones cast back in mirrors.  Elexa A., another seventh grade winner, did an  

investigation on how color affects our mood.  She wanted to see if peopleôs moods changed if they 

saw different colors.  She found out that music affects mood more than colors. 

 Seventh-grader Kyle B. , did an experiment called ñBreak The Moldò.  He wanted to see 

what bread would mold the fastest out of three different kinds of bread:  bakery bread, grain bread, 

and white bread.  It took two months for both the grain and white bread to mold.  It took a few days 

to a week for the bakery bread to mold. Logan L.ôs project was inspired by how his house was cold 

in the winter.  He asked his teacher what he should do for the Science Fair, and she suggested  

trying window sealer.  Logan tested different window sealers.  He didnôt need much help, but he 

had to blow dry the last type of window sealer.  The type of window sealer that worked the best 

was called ñFrost King Window Insulationò.  

The Science Fair was interesting and exciting in every way!  From window sealer to germs, 

everybody who participated had fun, and even the people who didnôt win, learned something new.  

JFK Science Fair Winners at the  

Assumption Round  



CAREER FAIR 
By:  Wrigley M. & Oscar K. 

What is the Career Fair?  ñCareer Fair is a wonderful 

opportunity for eighth graders to come and see different  

careers and find what they are all about!ò said JFKôs  

counselor Mrs. Schott.  There were approximately thirty-four 

presenters with jobs ranging from farmers to teachers, all 

striving to share their own career choice. 

Six months prior to the Career Fair, the Catholic 

schools counselors, Mrs. Schott from JFK, Mrs. McNeal from 

All Saints, Mrs. Johnson from Lourdes, and Mrs. Tallman 

from St. Paulôs go together to schedule and plan every small 

detail. The Career Fair was held in the Rogalski Center on 

the St. Ambrose University campus.   After all their hard 

work, they could walk around the Career Fair and enjoy 

eighth graders learning and having fun! Students learned  

interesting facts about jobs that they didnôt know before.  For 

example, Kyla D. said, ñYou could see how jobs work, not 

just how you think they work!ò   

 Each student at the Career Fair had a schedule to follow throughout the day.  To 

put this schedule together, eighth graders filled out a 

Google Form survey with all the presenters weeks 

before the fair.  The students picked the eight  

presenters they were the most interested in and Mrs. 

Schott did a bit of coding to create the schedules. 

Although the eighth graders werenôt able to visit  

every station they wanted to, they still had a blast! 

 There were many interesting stations that the 

eighth graders could visit.  For example, Octavia 

Houtekier-Boyd from the Putnam Museum had many 

exciting hands-on activities.  The students were able 

to experiment with Little Bits, and see if they could 

figure out how to make the pieces line up or buzz.  This presenter even had a poem to  

remember the difference of predators and prey!  ñEyes in the front, go and hunt.  Eyes on the 

side, run and hide!ò   

Octavia  Houtekier -Boyd showing 

eighth graders fun activities at the 

Putnam Museum  

/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǇŀƎŜ 

Student reporters Wrigley M and 

Oscar K. performing the first on -site 

reporting.  This is a first for the  

Crusader Chronicle to send  

students to the off -campus event 

for first hand coverage.  



A fascinating station for students was the Eastern Iowa 

Community College station.  The presenter, Roberta Osmers,  

specializes in computer careers.  She had stations showing and 

teaching eighth graders about virtual reality and technolo-

gy.  Students were even able to drive a Sphero, a small robot that 

you could control with a tablet!  Many students seemed to enjoy 

this part of the station the most. 

Another feature of the Career Fair is the Q/A (Question and 

Answer) session!  Eighth graders were able to sit down and ask 

St. Ambrose students what college and high school are 

like.  Some important topics the students covered were being 

away from home, homework and classroom expectations, and ed-

ucational requirements to continue to play sports.  

 The Career Fair was an educational and fun  

experience for the eighth graders.  It was an opportunity for eighth 

graders to learn features about jobs they didn't know before!  There were many interesting  

presenters they could visit, including Octavia Houtekier-Boyd from the Putnam Museum, and  

Roberta Osmers from the Eastern Iowa Community College.  The eighth graders each had their 

own fun schedule that they used to navigate the large ballroom.  The Career Fair was an inspiring 

and educational field trip for all! 

Eighth graders Emily M. & Jaliyah H. driving 

Spheros 

CAREER FAIR CONTINUED... 

Eighth grader Anna S. at the 

Putnam Museum booth work-

ing with Circuits in Seconds  

Alex M. listening to Officer Jacobsen discuss the 

career of a police officer  



2019  

Career Fair 


