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SCIENCE TEXTBOOKS 

By: Dante G., Jadyn W., and Brian C. 

 

This year, the science teacher's got new, textbooks that you can easily be carried around.  

A great thing about these textbooks is that students are able to write in them. Kindergarten 

through eighth grade have these amazing new textbooks. 

 There are many great, new things that these textbooks have. 

Some things are that a few chapters and lessons involve new things, 

such as engineering, designing, programing, technology, and new  

activities. There are also some new S.T.E.M. (science, technology,  

engineering, and math) projects and activities that the teachers will be 

doing. Some of these activities involve engineering, chemistry, and 

more. 

There are many reasons why teachers and students alike enjoy these new books. One  

reason is that students are able to write down notes in their books, instead of using a notebook or 

a piece of paper. This way, it is more environmentally friendly. Another reason is that the new  

textbooks involve all sorts of new topics and S.T.E.M projects. Even though these books are  

really great, they are more difficult than in the past. The quizzes will be more challenging and the 

lessons will be more difficult than in the past science textbooks. 

In past years, sixth through eighth grade only were able to learn one topic per year, but 

now they are able to learn about multiple topics. Also, instead of using one book, sixth through 

eighth grade will be using multiple books. 

This year the teaching standards have changed. Now there will be spiral learning, learning 

multiple topics every year, and N.G.S.S, or Next Generation Science Standards. Through all of 

this there are many new things that these textbooks can offer, which includes a better education. 



HOLY FIRE 

By: Emme S., Cole M., Elijah S., & Jordyn A. 
 

“Holy Fire is a conference designed for 
middle school adolescents, which is on the 
lines of NCYC.,” said Mr. Brankin, our 
school's youth minister. Holy Fire is a place 
where people learn about God. “It is a  
conference designed to kick off Confirmation,” 
stated Miss Burken.  This conference is  
special because it is the only one of its kind 
for middle schoolers and is relatively close to 
us,” said Mr.  Brankin.  

Holy Fire was put together by NFCYM (the National Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry), 
Declan Weir Productions, and the Archdiocese of Chicago. This event was held in the UIC Pavilion 
of Chicago. It has been held in the same place in the past. It was stated by the M.C., Noelle Garcia, 
that around 10,000 kids attended Holy Fire.   

JFK Catholic School seventh grade, as well as some of the faith formation kids were just one 
of the many schools that attended Holy Fire. The group traveled in Tri State Travel buses provided 
by the OLV parish and the Diocese of Davenport. Students from our school attended this  
conference designed to, “Give kids a ‘holy fire’ for confirmation,” stated Miss Burken. “Confirmation 
is a sacrament, a miracle, and action of God, it is the one time the spirit came to the apostles and 
gave them power and courage to evangelize,” said Mr. Brankin. 

Holy Fire was a big hit with the kids at JFK. “I feel Jesus became one with me,” and, “It 
helped me learn about God,” said Matthew M.  Haylee J. said, “ I grew in my relationship with God.” 
“It made me think about my life and responsibilities,” Grant S. said. It made the seventh grade  
students feel good and want to grow in their relationship with God. It was worth the time and money 
going to Holy Fire because it was a great confirmation preparation activity.   

Holy Fire offered plenty of things such as Mass, confession, musical performances, inspiring 
speakers, as well as adoration. The two main speakers were Paul J. Kim and Deacon Harold as 
well as musical performances from The Josh Blakesley Band. The person leading the conference 
was Noelle Garcia. Holy Fire also offered merchandise you could buy and the money raised would 
go to charity. Adoration, one of the offered activities, meant the most to the kids because it gave 
them a chance to be connected with God. The kids who attended had no kneelers or cushions to 
kneel on, as well as little space. That meant even more because they were sacrificing their comfort 
to be together with and to grow closer to God.  

Getting to Holy Fire was definitely not cheap without our parish, and it wouldn’t have been 
easy without our chaperones. The seventh grade is very grateful for the amazing opportunity we 
were given and the people who made it possible. We offer a special thank you for chaperoning to 
the following people: Mr. Andybur, Mr. Brankin, Mrs. Brown, Miss Burken, Mr. Clarke, Mrs. Devlin, 
Mrs. Duncan, Father Jake, Mr. McCarty, Mrs. Palmer, Mrs. Rubemeyer, Mrs. Scott, Mr. Urquiza, 
Mrs. Wemhoff, and Mrs. Whelchel. Without the help of these people, this wouldn’t have been  
possible. It has given the kids a great opportunity to get closer to God. On behalf of the rest of  
seventh grade we thank you for everything you have done for us, and a special thanks to Mr. Bran-
kin for making this all a reality. 

Picture from: http://nfcym.org/holyfirechicago/ 



FALL FEST 

By: Anika E., Jackson C., Brynn B., & Sam S. 
 

Fall Fest was a night full of family fun and fall celebration thanks to Mrs. Schuster. Mrs.  
Neuberger, Mrs. Wemhoff, and the members of Home and School helped to plan Fall Fest. Many 
people went with friends and family to enjoy games and food. Some activities during Fall Fest  
included a glow room, mini golf, Trunk-or-Treat, and even cookie decorating. To participate in any 
games or activities participants needed tickets. Tickets ranged from five to twenty dollars,  
depending on how many were purchased. 

The glow room was a room with black lights, a neon dance floor, designs, and a lot of music. 
Luke W. and Miranda G. both said, “My favorite part of Fall Fest was the glow room, it was super 
fun!” When people got hungry, they had a great amount of food like walking tacos, hot dogs,  
mozzarella sticks, and more. After people finished eating, they had desserts such as caramel dip 
and cookies that people could enjoy to decorate. Another way people celebrated Fall Fest was by 
buying a T-shirt. The price of these T-shirts ranged from ten to twelve dollars apiece, and sizes  
included youth XS to an adult 3XL.  

Abel H. said, “My favorite part of Fall Fest was Trunk or Treat because I got to dress up as a 
zombie.” Trunk-or-Treat was an event where parents decorated their car trunks. All of the cars met 
together in the school parking lot to pass out candy to kids that were dressed up in their Halloween 
costumes. The top three decorated trunks received some special prizes. The first place winner  
received a twenty-five dollar gift card to Kwik Star, while the second place winner was given a  
twenty dollar gift card to Whitey’s, and the third place winner was given a ten dollar gift card to 
Panera. Thank you to Mrs. Schuster, Mrs. Neuberger, Mrs. Wemhoff, and the members of Home 
and School for providing OLV and JFK for a fun filled night.  

By: Ryan B. Matthew M. Emma S. and Owen W-T. 

Mock Trial is a thrilling competition where students 
have the opportunity to learn courtroom protocol and how 
the legal system works as they take on roles of lawyers, 
defendants, and witnesses. Seventh grade student 
Delaney S. thought Mock Trial was a fun activity to do 
with friends. “It also helps out with memorization, reading, 
and speaking skills which come in handy,” she stated. 
One of the jobs Delaney liked was performing as a witness. She admires how it required more act-
ing, and how it isn’t just reading something off of a piece of paper. Another seventh grader, Rylie D., 
stated why she participated in Mock Trial. Her mom suggested it to her, and she thought it would be 
fun. “It helped me with memorizing for Civic Oration,” she stated. Rylie also informed us on how 
many roles there are when participating in Mock Trial. She stated that there were three jobs in total: 
lawyer, witness, and timekeeper.  

Fourth grade teacher Mrs. Logan supervised during Mock Trial practices as well as at the tri-
als. Mrs. Logan stated that Mr. Motto, Mr. Macek, and Mrs. Rolfstad taught the students  
courtroom  procedures. Mrs. Logan also addressed when practices and competitions took place, 
and she said that practices were held on Wednesdays and Sundays. At practice they learn their 
parts and rehearse for a trial. At the end of the season, students of Mock Trial participated in a trial, 
which took place at the Scott County Courthouse.  

Mock Trial is an exciting activity where students can learn courtroom etiquette and how the 
legal system works. It is enjoyed by many, and is a great experience. Students learned a great deal 
from Mock Trial this year and students in fifth through seventh grade should look into this great  
opportunity in the future. 

MOCK TRIAL 

Photo taken by Mrs. Logan 



PARADE OF SAINTS 

By: Grant S., Trenton N., Olivia R., & Kyle B.  

 

All Saints’ Day was November 1st. At JFK, students and teachers celebrate All Saints’ 

Day with a parade. One student from each homeroom dressed up as a saint that their class 

chose. They wore costumes that represented their saint, and enjoyed the experience.  The  

Parade of Saints was a fun and educational event that everyone can enjoy.  

This year’s parade was very educational. Mr. Steimle learned that the Saint Ambrose 

Fighting Bees actually had a connection to Saint Ambrose. Saint Ambrose is the patron saint of 

beekeepers. Some others also had their favorite saints. Mr. Connor’s favorite saint was Saint 

John Bosco. Saint John Bosco is the patron saint of school children and was represented by 

Colin L. from 3W. Colin was very happy to be in the parade. His favorite part of the mass was 

when he got to see all the students gathered together on the altar to take a picture. Colin has 

always wanted to be in the Saint Parade, and he finally had his chance. His favorite saint was 

Mary the Mother of God represented by Mary D. 

Ms. Epping pulled sticks for her class to choose who the saint was. John Y. was very  

excited when his stick was pulled. He was very excited because he got to be a light for his class. 

He was representing Saint Francis. John’s favorite part of the saint parade was standing in front 

of all the people.  John was very happy about that. John also liked practicing at the church  

during school hours. Cole M. represented Saint Augustine. He was glad to be in the parade  

because he had never been in it before. 

The Parade of Saints is a 

very fun thing for JFK students to 

do every year. Everyone who got to 

be a saint had a great time. Even 

the audience was able to learn and 

grow in their faith with God. The  

Parade of Saints is a fun and  

educational event that everyone 

can enjoy.  The Parade of Saints 

will continue to be an important  

tradition for JFK. 

JFK’s 2018 Parade of Saints participants with Father Jake. 



LEGO LEAGUE 

By: Sean B. & Crusader Chronicle Editor 
 

Imagine spending six hours a week working on building a 

robot, fixing real problems, and bonding with a team of six to ten 

students from first to eighth grade. Working on these problems 

for months to show kids can make a real difference. Students 

worked hard from September to December on several different 

areas.  These areas were: the Project, the Robot Game, Core 

Values and Robot Design; all were important parts of the JFK 

Future Lego League (FLL) and Junior Future Lego League 

(JrFLL).   

For JFK there were four JrFLL teams and two FLL teams; 

one of the team names was Atomi(K19) Fireballs. There were two main coaches for the JFK teams, 

the FLL coach was Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Kubalsky coach 

the JrFLL teams.  There were many parent volunteers 

who helped this year: Mrs. Edwards, Mrs Stombaugh, 

Mrs. Tessier, Mrs. Myers, Mr. Shirk, Mrs. Rubemeyer, 

Mr. Smith, and Mr. Brown.  Thank you to all the parents 

who volunteered their time after school hours to help. 

Several JFK seventh graders also volunteered and were 

able to get some of their service hours for the year in.  

 The Project is when students have to show a new  

solution to a real problem. For example, the Atomi(K19) 

Fireballs team attempted to solve the problem of isolation in space. Their solution was a box with 

many small compartments that held smells and 

other things from home. They even wrote a skit to 

show the judges their idea.  In the Robot Game, 

teams must build and program a Lego Ev3, NXT, 

or RCX brick.  The robot was built over the course 

of months during the after school meetings.  

Students built Lego models to practice their mis-

sions for the Robot Game.  

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: Mrs. Kubalsky 
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Submitted by: Mrs. Kubalsky 



The Core Values competition was about how well 

the team worked together, and how well they mixed with 

other teams. In Core Values, they were assigned to pick 

something to bring to space. The team functioned like a 

well-oiled machine.  Students also had to compete in Ro-

bot Design. They were even better at Robot Design. 

They explained their robot easily.  They were judged on 

how original and functional the design was.  

Students then had a chance to do  

something amazing, to show what they had been work-

ing on at a competition at the Putnam  Museum. The 

competition at the Putnam is where teams of first through eighth graders cooperate to show what 

they learned over the course of a few months about science and engineering. Students will be 

scored on all of these aspects mentioned above. They competed against other nearby schools from 

Iowa and Illinois.  The older teams competed on December eighth, the younger teams on December 

ninth.  The Lego League competition at the Putnam was a difficult event, but was fun for everyone 

involved. 

 During the competition teams were awarded points when their robot completed missions. As 

an example, the Robot Game was a three-round competition where the team showed what the robot 

actually did. The Atomi (K19) Fireballs scored nineteen points on the Robot Game which was a 

great score.  They also received an award for Core Values.  All teams did amazing at the Putnam 

competition. 

A few of Lego League members were asked to describe their experience. Third grader Priya 

K. said “You get to build things, and I like to build the robot.”  First grader Corrine N. said that the 

team, “Can build Legos and program,” Fifth grader Bryce E. said that “You try and fix a problem.”  

 After the competitions there was a party to celebrate everyone’s accomplishments on  

December 14, 2018 to reward the students for their hard work.  There was a slideshow to show what 

was performed at the competitions along with some goodies to make the time even better.  The 

Lego League members have worked very hard to do as well as they did. The teams had a stressful 

competition, but they all had fun. 

 

LEGO LEAGUE CONTINUED... 

Submitted by: Mrs. Kubalsky 

First graders having fun  

at a weekly meeting 



GRADE LEVEL NEWSGRADE LEVEL NEWS  

KINDERGARTEN  

KP News 

By: Rylie D. Max S. Molly R. & Brooke L. 
 

The homeroom teacher for KP is Mrs. 
Putnam. She plans many fun activities for her 
students. Two students in KP, Addelyn R. and 
AJ H., shared their experiences. After asking 
these students: “What do you like about your 
class?” they both had awesome answers. AJ 
likes centers, a creative idea Mrs. Putnam 
came up with. Centers are where the children 
split into groups and all play fun little games. 
Addelyn likes math, where they learn how to 
add and subtract. Addelyn and AJ both said 
their favorite subject is gym. There are always 
new experiences and new things going on  
every day. There are many places to sit in and 
out of the classroom. To AJ, his favorite place 
in the whole school was the library, and  
Addelyn likes the table she sits at in Mrs.  
Putnam’s class.  

To AJ, his friend, Logan, is a role model, 
and to Addelyn, her friend, Gabbie, is a role 
model. There aren’t many field trips going on in 
kindergarten, but every year KP and KM get to 
see a fire truck and even get in the front seat of 
the vehicle. Mrs. Putnam’s class has done 
many activities in her classroom including  
reading, religion, math, science, and some new 
activities including centers, WIN time, and  
mystery readers. WIN time is when the  
kindergarteners split up into small groups with 
teachers and work on what they need to  
improve. A mystery reader is when the parent
(s) of a kindergartener comes in and read with 
or to the kids. Kindergarten is a very fun grade 
and many people wish to go back to it. There 
will be awesome new faces in the kindergarten 
classrooms for years to come! 
 

 

 

 

 

Kind KM 

By: Ella M., Courtney W., Makayla S., & Ethan 
C. 
 

 The kindergarteners are just beginning 
to learn and grow as amazing individuals. They 
are learning about what subjects they like and 
what school is really about. Mrs. Motto said that 
she likes being a kindergarten teacher, she 
said, ¨I like being with the kids, laughing with 
them, listening to their stories, and watching 
them grow.” She became a teacher on August 
2006 and is in her thirteenth year of teaching 
kindergarten. This year she has class of 16  
students, 8 girls and 8 boys. Many things are 
new this year in Kindergarten. One is that she 
doesn't have an aide. Another new thing is that 
they got a new science and social studies  
curriculum. Still another thing is that she is  
having them do hands-on work with science. A 
final new thing is that she is communicating 
with parents electronically.  

While learning new things from Mrs.  
Motto, the kindergarten class has had visitors 
from the fire department. They haven't had any 
field trips this year because of not having an 
aide. Crafts are a big part of kindergarten  
because of how creative they are. They had a 
Christmas party, and they did a Christmas craft. 
Mrs. Motto might plan a few pop up things 
along the way. They plan to do one each month 
for the holidays. They might even do a craft 
with shaving cream and food coloring.  

When interviewing two kindergartners, 
Aria E-L. and Elyas R., they said their favorite 
part of school was recess and playing with their 
friends. They also said they liked school  
because of how fun it was in their class. They 
especially like their teacher, Mrs. Motto  
because of the fun things they did with 
her.  They talked about how they liked being 
with all their friends in class. Something that 
might be surprising is that they really like  
homework!  Kindergarten is fun for them  
because they get to explore new things, and 
learn how to become a better person.  
 

Grade Level Stories continued on the next page 
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THIRD GRADE 

Take A Look At Vibrant 3V 

By: Chayse-Mckenna H., Abigale H., & Logan L. 
 

This quarter 
the wonderful third 
grade class of 3V 
were asked questions 
and had some inter-
esting results. 3V has 
one new student this 
year and her name is Miranda G. Students 
aren’t the only new thing for 3V this year. They 
also are doing some new projects this year, 
such as making mazes and testing them. They 
tested them using little balls and trying to get 
them to the red spot on the maze. They wanted 
a reading area so that way they could have a 
quiet time reading. Running around and playing 
with you friends is always fun. Recess was their 
number one thing that they wanted to change for 
this whole school year. 

Mrs. Vogel also had some kind thoughts 
about her new third grade class, she said 
“They’re awesome and they make me smile.” 
She even said they are hard workers. Two of 
Mrs. Vogel’s favorite subjects are math and 
reading. At the interview, the whole class joined 
in on answering questions. First, they talked 
about what kind of projects they have done this 
year. These projects include a me collage, work 
with cars when learning about force, and timing 
how fast the cars went. Third grade shared their 
favorite subjects. They said that some of their 
favorite subjects were math, library time, gym, 
and music. Being a third grader was fun back 
then and the third graders think that it’s still fun 
now. They said it was fun, but there's a lot of 
homework. Third grade has been keeping busy 
with projects, homework, and having fun. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonderful 3W 

By: Delaney S., Maddy A., & Sydney R. 
 

This school year, 3W has been working 
very hard. Miss Wahlig has had a great experi-
ence teaching 3W, since she has been teaching 
third grade for thirty-four years! Miss Wahlig  
describes her students as lively, anxious to 
learn, cooperative, and full of information. This 
school year, Miss Wahlig is looking forward to 
going to Ridgecrest, book reports, and their 
spring program. One of her students Nathaniel 
B., is also excited for Ridgecrest.  

Third grade is a lot different than second. 
“One new change is that we switch teachers for 
science and social studies” said Nathaniel B. 
Alison J. said “I like third grade more than  
second.” Alison also likes all the new science 
experiments as well as the new things she is 
learning. In fact, the students are already  
looking forward to fourth grade. One thing they 
are excited for is more science experiments. A  
second thing they are looking forward to in 
fourth grade is walking down the halls for some 
of their classes.  

The students in 3W are learning more  
advanced methods in reading and writing thanks 
to Miss Wahlig. Some of her students like to 
learn math. They enjoy math because they 
loved learning division. Miss Wahlig, on the  
other hand, loves to teach her students reading. 
This helps her students enjoy the subject  
outside of school. Miss Wahlig also loves the 
new improvements at JFK. “The improvements 
are awesome. Student safety should always be 
first.” Miss Wahlig says. Miss Wahlig’s class has 
been hard at work and is ready for the rest of 
the school year!  
 

 

 

 

Grade Level Stories continued on the next page 

A Third Grade Maze 
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SIXTH GRADE 

Super 6T 

By: Grant W., Ralph A., Macie R., & Kristina D. 
 

6T is one of JFK’s 6th grade classes 
taught by Mrs. Thomas. Mrs. Thomas is a math, 
English, and language arts teacher. She likes to 
teach math because she likes to challenge the 
class. Mrs. Thomas is looking forward to seeing 
the changes of not having Civic Oration at the 
end of the year. She also said Civic Oration has 
been her favorite project this year. Although she 
loves teaching, she did say sixth grade has its 
challenges, especially since there are 22  
students in 6T. 6T’s other teachers include Mrs. 
Whelchel, Mrs. Woerdehoff, and Mrs.  
Kubalsky.   

Ellie S. is 6T’s student council  
representative and she said her favorite subject 
is Social Studies, because she likes learning 
about ancient civilizations. This year Ellie S. is 
looking forward to science labs. She said that 
sixth grade is different than fifth grade because 
they switch classes. She stated that her favorite 
project this year was their science project. She 
is also one of the many students in band and 
says she enjoys playing instruments.       

Nick E. is another student in 6T; his  
favorite subject is math because he says he’s 
good with numbers. Even though math is his  
favorite, he said his favorite projects are science 
projects. Sixth grade isn’t really a challenge for 
him, but he did say switching from class to class 
is different from fifth grade. Having recess every 
day is also different from last year, which he 
says he enjoys. This year Nick E. is looking  
forward to Catholic Schools Week. 6T will be 
going on a field trip to Ridgecrest. 

Sixth grade has some challenges, but it 
can also be fun. Mrs. Thomas and Mrs. 
Woerdehoff are two great teachers that work 
well with kids and make great memories. Ellie S. 
and Nick E. provided a great outlook on sixth 
grade’s year so far. Mrs. Thomas is a wonderful 
teacher that is and will continue to benefit her 
students. 6T is looking like it’s going to have a 
super year. 
 

 

6W  

By: Annemarie E., Isaac L., Samuel M., & 
Mckay D. 
 

6W has had a very busy year here at 
JFK. Sixth grade is the very first time you move 
classrooms, which comes with many responsi-
bilities. 6W also has computers that they take 
with them to every class. They sit with the kin-
dergarteners at Mass. They help the  
kindergarteners participate and keep them  
focused. 

Mrs. Woerdehoff, who is 6W's homeroom 
teacher, said she likes to assign things that 
spark student’s creativity. Some of these  
projects included a student seal using colors 
and symbols that represent themselves and Day 
of the Dead papers. In science, 6W participated 
in a sink, float, and suspend project. They had to 
make a piece of foil sink, suspend, and float. Not 
only are there new projects, there are new  
additions to the classroom including a larger 
work table and a reading area. Sixth grade also 
got new Social Studies and Spanish textbooks.  

6W participated in Civic Oration. This 
year, Civic Oration was moved to before  
Christmas break. Some students liked this 
change and others did not. Jenny C. said that 
she liked that Civic Oration was earlier this year. 
Enrique G. also liked how it was earlier this 
year. Though, he did not like that it was at the 
same time as the fifth and sixth grade play. 
While Seamus D., and Ava P., also agreed that 
they don't like how Civic Oration was earlier in 
the year. 
 6W has not been on a field trip yet this 
year, but they plan to go to Ridgecrest to  
participate in Mass with the residents.  There 
are many different subjects and standards in 
sixth grade. Enrique G. and Ava P. said that  
science was their favorite subject. Seamus D.’s 
favorite subject is math. While Jenny C.´s  
favorite subject was Social Studies. 6W is a 
great class and is on track to have a great year! 

 

 



GIRLS BASKETBALL 

By: Damian S., Emma V., and Enrique G. 
 

 In the past JFK girls basketball has been pretty successful in their basketball seasons. The 

eighth graders last year were champions every year from when they were in sixth grade all the way 

to eight grade. This year the sixth through eighth grade girls basketball teams hoped to do the 

same. 

This year's sixth grade is up for this challenge. 

Some of the girls who play JFK girls basketball said, 

they were pretty confident that will at least make  

second place in the league or at least that was a goal 

their team had. On the 6th grade team was Dru D.,  

Ellie S., Lauren L., Cleary C., Lucy N., Amalie Y., Ava 

P., Jadyn W., and Nora R. who were coached by Mrs. 

Dorsey. The girls practiced either once or twice a week 

and have been playing basketball anywhere from two 

to six years. The ended the season as league and tournament champions.  Way to go girls!  

The seventh grade team was Makayla D-S., Ella M., Molly R. and Olivia R.  The seventh 

grade team was coached by Mrs. Miller.  Due to only four girls on the seventh grade team, girls 

from the sixth grade team were rotated in to ensure the seventh grade team had enough players to 

play in the league  The eighth grade team was Adie C., Quinn R., Ellie R., Mary R., Helen S., Emily 

W., Maicy S., and Ava S.  The team was coached by Mr. Terveer.   The eighth grade team were 

league and tournament champions this year.   

Congratulations girls! 

 Another big part of the girls basketball season is 

Mrs. Tilkens, who is JFK’s athletic director. A lot goes  

nto planning for basketball season such as getting  

jerseys, getting coaches, and figuring out when and 

where practices will take place. The coaches usually 

come to her if they are interested in coaching or she 

sends out emails to the parents. She also finds referees 

and talks to the other schools to find out when and where the girls play their games. This year JFK 

hosted seven games, which meant Mrs. Tilkens and volunteers worked those games. The girls 

were very excited to play this season. Even if they don’t win they will just try even harder the next 

season. The girls always try to do their very best they can do so, we all expect them to do wonderful 

in next years basketball season. 

Photo from JFK Mom & Dad’s Facebook Page 

Photo from JFK Mom & Dad’s  

Facebook Page 



GIRLS VOLLEYBALL 

By: Elexa A., Seamus A., Haylee J., & Jay W-T.   
 

 Have you ever played volleyball? The OLV/JFK  
volleyball season started in October and ended in  
December of 2018. Volleyball is a fun game that many  
people at JFK enjoy playing. Mrs. Tilkens, the athletic  
director really enjoys volleyball, calling it officially her  
favorite sport. Mrs. Tilkens did not coach this year, but has 
coached years in the past. There were six teams in JFK  
volleyball.  
 The sixth grade white team included Ellie S., Ava 
P., Hailey H., Kahlei C., Nora R., Lucy N., and Delilah R. 
The white team’s coach was Mrs. Poston. The sixth and fifth 
grade white team’s practice included serving and serving 
games. They ranked first place in the tournament bracket. 
 The sixth grade green team included Dru D., Jacey 
M., Amalie Y., Pilar T., Ava D., Lauren L., Kathleen Y., and 
Sophia H. The green team’s coach was Mrs. Sweeney. The 
green team placed third in the tournament bracket. Both 

sixth grade teams did really great for their first year.  
The seventh grade white team included Anika E., Emma S., Mckay D., Courtney W.,  

Annemarie E., Brynn B., and Abby H. The white team’s coach 
was Mr. Connors. Mr. Connors believes volleyball is a  
wonderful team sport and is also enjoyable to watch. Brynn B. 
stated that players worked on consistent serves. The seventh 
grade white team placed second in the tournament. This was 
Mr. Connors first year of coaching volleyball and he stated that 
he would be very happy to coach for many years to come. Mr. 
Connors’ goal for his team was to learn more about the game 
of volleyball and teach the players about how it is more than 
just hitting a ball over a net.  

The seventh grade green team included Ella M., Elexa 
A., Haylee J., Olivia R., Macie R., Makayla S., Delaney S., and 
Maddy A. Their coach was Mrs. Ripslinger. Olivia R. explained 
that practices were fun and they worked on the fundamentals 
such as passing, setting, hitting, and serving. The seventh 
grade green team did not place in the tournament, but ranked fifth overall. 

The eighth grade white team included Ava S., Allie A., Sophia M., Brittany N., Kyla B., 
Grace H., Natalie P., Jennifer P., Maicy S., and Delaney E. Their coaches were high schoolers 
Stephanie Gulasy and Alyssa Macias. Sophia M. state that they had fun playing games and  
scrimmaging at practices. The eighth grade white team was ranked fifth in the tournament bracket 

 The eighth grade green team included Isabella K., Helen S., Kirsten B., Alison B., Emily 
W., Quinn R., Mary D., Stephanie C., Lindsey G., and Jaliyah H. The team worked on spiking and 
returning serves at their volleyball practices. The green team was ranked sixth in the bracket. Their 
coach this year was Mrs. Chanez. 

Every new season comes with new goals. As well as teammates, coaches had goals for the 
team. People cheered on the teams, Teammates also supported each other through the highs and 
lows. When players got a win, sometimes the players would get ice cream or go out to eat, but they 
were always super happy and excited for the win. JFK Volleyball is looking very bright! 
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Thanking Veteran’s before their games 
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