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BELL TIME CHANGES 

By: Maggie D., Dylan T., and Jane J. 

 

 This year many may have noticed that school now starts at 7:25 instead of 

7:45. This is a twenty minute difference which means students now leave at 2:40 

instead of 3:00. One may not think twenty minutes is a big deal but it can be  

sometimes. This means students have to get up quite a bit earlier, so for some  

students this means they are tired the whole school day. For some this is not a good thing, but sometimes a 

change is good.  

 Mr. Steimle said that the Davenport Community School District changed the time because the bus 

schedule had to change to cut down costs. He said that we had to change the time because there was no  

other options, financially. There was another option, which could have changed the bell times to about 9:00 

to 4:00. Mr. Steimle thought our current times is a better and more convenient option for families.  He also 

thought that we were lucky to get as little change as we did.  

 We asked some students about the changes. Grace H. told us  that the changes didn’t really bother 

her too much. She says that it is hard to get up earlier in the morning but she likes that we get out earlier. 

She says it affects her morning because she has to get up significantly earlier and get ready earlier than  

before. She feels that all of the changes are for the better. Alex M. felt that the time change definitely makes 

a difference in his morning, he has to wake up earlier and eat faster. He thinks the time change is worse  

because he has to get up earlier, but the good thing is he gets out earlier. 

 This was a very important change and affected most of our mornings greatly. This was a necessary 

change to save money that can be used for other things. 



SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS AT JFK 

By: Jacey M., Lauren L., and TJ J.  

Safety is important here at JFK, some of you may have noticed all the improvements this year. One 

of them is that our school has installed twenty-two safety cameras inside and outside of the school. The  

cameras are to see what’s going on outside of the school and focused on the main hallway and passageways 

inside. These improvements will help to make the front office and Mr. Steimle more aware of what is going 

on inside and outside of the school. We also added barriers and the yellow poles by ECLC out front to make 

pick up and drop off safer.   

Mr. Steimle and Mrs. Temming are still arranging for us to 

do an ALICE drill this year to prepare for an intruder or if our 

school is in an unknown situation. The “A” in ALICE stands for 

alert, so we make sure everyone is aware of the situation. The “L” 

stands for lockdown, so everyone is prepared to do whatever it 

takes to get to “E”, evacuate. The “I” stands for inform, to make 

sure we know what is happening and where in the school it is  

happening. The “C” stands for counter, or to know when and how 

to evacuate. The E stands for evacuate, which means to exit the  

location that the shooter is and go as far away as possible and  

making sure your teacher still knows where you are.  

The gate running along the south side of the school is open 

from 7:00- 7:15 in the morning and reopens at 2 p.m. for pickup. 

The fence along the same side of the school is to help prevent kids from chasing outdoor equipment into  

traffic. Both of these improvements have moved our recess to the south side of the parking lot. This also  

allowed us to add two new basketball hoops on the south side of the parking lot. 

Phase three of the parking lot, which is not yet funded for, will include handicap parking spaces at the 

same level as the front doors. This will help handicap people reach the front door easier and safer.   That is 

all of the improvements to or school’s safety. It sure will be a safe place to be when learning. After all of 

these changes, hopefully the students at JFK feel safe and comfortable coming to school. 



JFK SCHOOL IMPROVEMENTS 

By: Seamus D., Jennifer C., and Isaiah G. 

There have been a lot of school improvements this year. 

Some examples include new kitchen appliances, desks, chairs, 

bookshelves, band chairs, and recess!  These improvements 

helped the school in many different ways. 

 The kitchen appliances were the most expensive, the 

most expensive appliance was the dishwasher. The new appliances that the kitchen staff got were a new  

dishwasher, cooling table, mop sinks, handwashing sinks, and a new stove. The kitchen staff also got new 

shirts for the kitchen staff. The staff also added breakfast this year, but sadly the school had to get rid of 

breakfast because of the lack of people that came. 

The new band chairs were also a big upgrade for band & music students. Mr. Connors had the idea to 

change the chairs, because they were old, squeaky, and falling apart. The new chairs cost over $5,000. These 

new chairs promote better posture, they are easier to stack, & they make it easier for band students to breathe 

when playing instruments.  Mr. Connors also saved a lot of money by personally driving to Minnesota to get 

the chairs. The chairs are definitely a big help!  

 Another big improvement is recess for sixth through eighth grade, it is  

definitely a favorite for most students at JFK. The sixth through eighth graders are 

very happy about having recess every day. Mr. Steimle said that the idea for recess 

came from a lot of brainstorming, talks with the board & faculty, the school climate surveys, and looking at 

the schedule. He said everybody enjoys a break from their studies & interacting with friends, Ms. Burken 

also agrees with this statement. Keaton T. in eighth grade also said “Recess is allows me to have fun with my 

friends, but afterwards they are very energetic from being outside.” Whether there are problems or not with 

recess, the students of sixth-eighth grade would gladly have recess rather than do schoolwork. 

There have definitely been a lot of improvements this year & every single one has some very helpful 

aspects. The new band chairs have had a positive effect, the new kitchen appliances have helped making  

delicious lunches, & recess has definitely been a favorite of the sixth through eighth grade students. 

All of these new improvements are not the last or the first, but they all help JFK become even better!  



JFK TECHNOLOGY NEWS 

By: Lucy N., Aiden T., Braeden M. 

Over the summer, Mr. Steimle and Ms. Siefers decided 

to get some new technology. They started by installing security 

cameras in all of the hallways and around the exterior of the 

school. There is a main television in the office, where you can 

see everything that is going on in the school. We also have 

twenty-five new Chromebooks for the seventh and eighth  

graders, and some new Windows computers for the third and 

fourth grade classrooms. Some teachers will be getting new computers as well. This year the school also 

bought new science and social studies books for kindergarten through eighth grade. This means that there is 

a place on the JFK website that you can access all of these new books. 

Many students come to Ms. Siefers with a broken computer or computer bags every year. If a student 

comes to Ms. Siefers with a broken computer, Ms. Siefers will send it in to get fixed. Ms. Siefers said that if 

you have a broken computer bag, they have a lot of extra straps that might help with that. Technology is a 

huge part of JFK, and we are glad that we have it. Thank you Ms. Siefers and Mr. Steimle for all of your 

hard work to provide technology for JFK. 

PARISH CENTER RENOVATIONS 

By: Ava D., Nora R., and James L. 

 The parish center had some renovations. This project started this summer 

and it should be finished by early January. There are many reasons why this  

needed to happen. There was water leaking in the kitchen. The most damage hap-

pened in the kitchen because that was where the water was leaking. The water  

ruined the cabinets so the parish center needed to get new cabinets.  When  

volunteers started to tear apart the kitchen they found more water damage.  The 

drainage system in the backyard was not working properly so that had to be fixed too.  The other changes 

are the bathrooms in the parish center which are going to be remodeled so it is more handicap accessible. 

Hopefully it will be finished soon so that the school and parish can have full access and enjoy this great part 

of our school and church campus.  



SUMMER READING  

By:  Pilar T., Amalie Y., and Nick E.  

           Every year the Davenport Public Library does a summer reading program. They 

do this so students can keep their reading skills up during the summertime. At the end 

of the year last year the Davenport Public Library came to school to talk to us about 

their summer reading programs. After this students were challenged to be the school with the most students 

to complete the summer reading program. If JFK won, Mr. Steimle would dress up as a unicorn. We ended 

up getting second place, but we still did well. Hopefully next year we will see Mr. Steimle dress up in a  

unicorn costume.     

There were many ways that students were able to complete the summer reading program. Some kids 

liked to read books about princesses, time travel, fiction, nonfiction, and historical fiction, so it was easy for 

them to read books over the summer. For other students, it was about where they read their books. Some 

people liked to read on the front porch, in the living room, in their bedroom, outside, or in a hammock, 

which made reading more relaxing. Sometimes if you find a cozy place to read it makes it easier to  

concentrate or even makes it fun to read. Everyone who did the summer reading program did great! We will 

aim for the win next year.   

SUMMER STEAM PROJECTS 

By: Alexis M., Ava P., and Jacob H. 

                When summer starts, you might want to do fun things, like hanging out with your friends or being 

outside, but another fun thing to do is to complete a STEAM project. STEAM stands for science, technology, 

engineering, art, and mathematics and the STEAM projects relate to one or more of those topics. Sometimes, 

during the school year, we do STEAM projects such as, making marshmallow igloos, marble roller coaster 

races, and aluminum paper boats.  

 Even though it is summer, there are plenty of opportunities to learn. According to Elise B. it’s a way 

to keep your brain moving during the summer. This summer her STEAM project was about mummies. She 

said that the part she enjoyed the most was researching the information. She said she would do it again be-

cause it’s a short and fun project, and it was entertaining learning about mummies. 

SUMMER STEAM PROJECTS continued  on the next page 



SUMMER STEAM PROJECT CONTINUE... 

 Sean B. also completed a STEAM project this year. His project was about coding in unity 3D. He 

said that the hardest part about his project was coding in a language he’s never seen before. He said he would 

do it again next year because it was a fun experience.           

There are many prizes students can win for completing one of these projects. There were a variety of 

raffle prizes that you could enter your name to win, such as a lunch with Mr. Steimle, dance party with Mrs. 

Van Speybroeck, $10 in Scholastic books, or a classroom pizza party. Also, everyone who participated 

earned a jeans pass. Heath W. won a pizza party for his project, and this was his third year doing it. Sully’s 

project was making a birdhouse, and she won a lunch with Mr. Steimle.  

Mrs. Schott is in charge of the summer STEAM projects. She said that she loves STEAM projects 

because they are an opportunity for kids to learn new things based on their interests. Almost everyone said 

that they would do it again next year; even though some people had already had done it three years in a row. 

We encourage students to do summer STEAM projects next year, since it seems like a great experience for 

all.  



JFK STAFF CHANGES 

MRS. CASILLAS JOB CHANGES!!!!                                       

By: Cleary C., Ethan J., & Justin M. 

 Mrs. Casillas once helped out in kindergarten but then suddenly her job changed. 

Now she goes from class to class as a teacher’s aide helping kids that need her help and 

having lots of fun in the process!!    Her job changed, because the number of kids in  

kindergarten had decreased. This means that now she gets to see more kids and go to  

different classrooms. Now she helps kindergarten, first grade, second grade, and fourth 

grade. It’s cool that she gets to be in more than one class now. She gets to see half the building. Her favorite 

part of the job is getting to see the kids and hanging out with them. She loves going to every class and seeing 

what they remembered from last year as well as seeing the kids progress from grade to grade. She also likes 

to see the teachers different teaching styles in different classrooms.  

 She had the idea to start working with kids because she just loves being with them because they are 

happy, energetic, and they make her laugh. She also cares for all the kids in the school. The one thing we as a 

sixth grade class can’t forget is her love of puffy Cheetos. She told us as a little kid she didn’t get many 

things, but on her birthday she got to choose her birthday cake and a birthday snack. Every year for her snack 

she would get puffy Cheetos. One of her favorite birthdays Mrs. Motto made her a cake shaped like a 

PUFFY CHEETO!!!!! The frosting was even orange. That was the best birthday ever she said. We all wish 

Mrs. Casillas the best for her new job. Don’t forget if you see her in the hallway to say hi or give her a hug. 

 

 

 

 

Fun New Job With Mrs. Moya  

By: Aidyn A. and Ethan M. 

 Many of you may know Mrs. Moya as an aide in the kindergarten classroom but 

she started her new job this year working in the Early Child Learning Center, ECLC. She 

had to start her new job in ECLC because of the small number of kids in kindergarten.  For the past few 

years she has helped Mrs. Winegar and Mrs. Putnam. She used to take all the little ones to their specials and 

help out with reading arts and taught them Spanish.  Mrs. Moya has enjoyed this change, but it has taken 

time to get used to working from 9am to 5:30 pm. She says that when you love what you do though you are 

happy.  Her favorite part of her job is hugs and plenty of kisses.  

JFK STAFF CHANGES  continued  on the next page 



JFK STAFF CHANGES CONTINUED 

 At her new job Mrs. Moya reads books, serves food, helps put the little kids to sleep, and she helps 

manage all of their activity stations. She truly loves her job especially working and helping little kids.  She 

said it's just something that you have in your blood.  She loves being in ECLC now because she never ex-

pected to do a new thing. We love Mrs. Moya and especially learning all of this about her.  

 

Mrs. Creech 

By: Nate M. & Isiah R. 

         Have you ever seen Mrs. Creech in the hallway or in your classroom? Well if you are 

in grades Kindergarten through fifth grade you might see her a lot. This is Mrs. Creech’s 

third year here at JFK and she loves this school! Mrs. Creech works with grades second 

through fifth grade including three What I Need or WIN groups. Last year Mrs. Creech 

worked with grades first through fifth grade and with only one WIN group. Her only change is the difference 

of the WIN groups. WIN groups are reading programs for grades Kindergarten through second grade. She 

goes where she is needed and loves her job here.  

 She chose JFK because she went to school here and loves it. Mrs. Creech loves that the students and 

teachers care and that there is teamwork to get things done. Some things she likes are working with students 

and having the opportunity to see a lot of students. The one downside to her job is that she does not get to see 

the older students. Although she loves our school, she loves to do stuff at her house such as doing arts and 

craft, and she loves to spend time with her family. She also has triplets named Dylan, Derek, and Caitlyn 

who go to JFK.  Mrs. Creech has helped many students. She loves teaching and loves students. The students 

love her, because she is great! 

MUSIC CHANGES 

By: Andrew N., Kahlei C., and Maddixx S.  

There have been some really great changes in the music program this year.  Some of the changes 

this year are new chairs, Miss Van Speybroeck is teaching all grades now and seventh and eighth grade has 

options for music class this year. Mrs. Van Speybroeck said that she is enjoying her first year teaching kin-

dergarten through eighth grade and that it is a lot of fun. Her background is music, singing and chorus! 

Mrs. Van Speybroeck loves all the staff and students at JFK. She wants the students to become better sing-

ers. This year she is teaching kindergarten how to read music. Kindergarten does not have music books. 

MUSIC CHANGES  continued  on the next page 



Some changes to the seventh and eighth grade music class include Crusader Theater being moved 

from the fall to the spring. This year it will be an after school program and no longer a part of music 

class.  Mrs. Van Speybroeck also started a seventh and eighth grade choir. At the beginning of the year stu-

dents were given the options to be in choir or general music. seventh and eighth grades are learning about 

the Beatles and how different instruments work.  

 Mr. Connors teaches fifth through eighth grade band. This year he is also teaching eighth grade 

general music. In additions to the chairs, Mr. Connors has bought one instrument for fifth grade, which was 

a new bell set. There have been quite a few changes this year, but it looks like it will be a fun and exciting 

year in band and music.  

SPANISH CHANGES 

By: Max S., Cayden C., and Dru D. 

           Some people know that it’s nice to know a second language in case you were to go to a different 

country.  For Mrs. Woerdehoff, she was able to speak Spanish as soon as she was able to talk, because her 

family has always spoken Spanish.  She said ¡Adios! was the first word she learned because she always 

wanted to leave places. Along with that, she said her favorite phrase is ¿Que pasa? (What’s up).  

Mrs. Woerdehoff decided to make some changes to the way we learn Spanish. She said the kids she 

taught in Spanish in the past were learning from Rosetta Stone, but this was not the same way kids in high 

school were learning. This means that she had to try to find a new workbooks and textbook.  She said three 

different publishers sent her samples last spring. The names of the textbooks were Autentico, ¡Asi Se Dice!, 

and ¡Avancemos!. 

Mrs. Woerdehoff likes teaching the Autentico materials because every day, every 

class, and every student is different. The best part about teaching Spanish is that students will 

be more prepared for high school than the kids have been the past few years. The bad part 

about it is that the new textbooks do not let students work at their own pace.  

Many students have thoughts about the new way of teaching Spanish. By learning Spanish this way 

they will be more prepared for high school as well as more prepared to speak the language. Most agree that 

they liked Rosetta Stone, because it was able to break things down and they were able to go at their own 

pace. The best thing about Mrs. Woerdehoff teaching Spanish now is that they are able to ask questions and 

she is able to explain things to them about Spanish. Many of the sixth through eighth graders like Spanish 

because they like speaking a different language. So far this year though, they have found that learning 

Spanish can be a little bit of a challenge.   

MUSIC CHANGES CONTINUED 



STUDENT COUNCIL 

By: Ellie S., Will A., Jayden P. 

 The results are in the Student Council winners are Charlie H., 

Anika E., Sophia M., and Emme S.! The election was tough but those 

four people were able to pull out the win. Charlie and Sophia are in 

eighth grade and Anika and Emme are in seventh grade. Emme is our 

new president, Sophia is our new vice president, Charlie is our new 

treasurer, and Anika is our new secretary.  

Mr. Connors and Mr. Ryan are two of the teachers, who help 

with student council. They have been helping for the past five years. Mr. Connors said that he decided to 

help with student council because he felt like it was a good idea to help the school by setting a goal of  

helping the community. Mr. Ryan enjoys helping with student council because he wanted some students to 

have a say in making the school better. Mr. Connors favorite dress day was dressing like your favorite  

painting. Mr. Ryan's was the Cubs dress day because he likes the Cubs. For supply stores Mr. Ryan said he 

doesn't have any new supplies yet but he wants the kids to decide on good objects. We started using the art 

room 3 years ago for supply store. One of Mr. Ryan's favorite thing is the pizza party at the end of the year. 

Student council sounds like it is going to have a great year with these officers and teachers. Good 

luck to our representatives, treasurer, vice president, secretary, and last but not least our president. Let’s have 

a fun year! 

PHOTOS AROUND JFK 

Mr. Sweeney’s daughter stopped by with two of her Ultimate Frisbee team.   

They showed fifth grade some new throwing tricks! 


