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ECLC 

By:Payton C., Ethan B., Sydney G.,and Ayden W. 

 

Did you know that ECLC stands for Early Childhood 

Learning Center? ECLC is a fun and educational place for kids 

ages three and four. Every week, ECLC focuses on different letters 

to learn and activities with these letters. They also have different 

areas to play in the classroom such as housekeeping, transporta-

tion, and coloring. They do centers, which is when they rotate to 

different tables with different things to play with at each table. 

Mrs. Fox teaches all of the classes. 

 

The teachers who were interviewed in ECLC were Mrs. Fox and 

Mrs. Lystiuk. There are other ECLC staff members too, such as Mrs. 

Guinn and Mrs. Weiser. Mrs. Fox’s favorite subjects to teach are music and movement. Mrs. Lystiuk’s favorite 

classes to teach are art and science. At the end of the day, different teachers from around the school come in to 

help with aftercare. Mrs. Fox said that Father Jake comes in from time to time to eat lunch with ECLC  

students. 

 

Sam P. and Emma C. were two of the students who were interviewed. They were each asked two  

questions. The first question was what their favorite part of the day is. Sam’s favorite part of the day is learn-

ing and doing fun activities with the letter of the week. Emma’s is 

when they do table work. Next, they were asked where their  

favorite place to play is in ECLC. Emma said her favorite place to 

play is in housekeeping because she likes playing with the house 

set. Sam's favorite place to play is transportation because he gets to 

play with cars and trucks. 

 

 ECLC is a great way to get your child ready for  

kindergarten at JFK. They prepare your children by teaching them 

the basics in learning. It has been fun doing research and learning 

all about  ECLC and the way it works. It would be a lot of fun to 

spend a day in ECLC. Overall, ECLC has had a fun school year at 

JFK.    

ECLC students enjoying the 

various learning centers 

Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Guinn, & Mrs. 

Lystiuk as turkeys in November 



Fantastic First Grade 

By: Jon O., Emma D., and Tori T. 

 

 What do you think of first grade? The 

kids would love to stay in first grade. They 

go on field trips to St. Ambrose to see plays, 

they get to have snacks, and they have three 

recesses a day! Let's talk about first grade. 

First grade was very outgoing while being 

interviewed. They all said first grade is a 

blast! Even the teachers thought it was fun 

too. 

 In 1Y, students said their favorite 

spots on the playground are by the slides, 

trees, Gaga Ball pit, and kickball field. When 

asked if they could go anywhere on a field trip where 

would they go, some said the zoo, Abby H. said she 

wanted to go to Adventureland, and Jace B. said he wanted to go to Dave and Busters. Mrs.  

Youngerman was very enthusiastic about being interviewed as well, and said that she loves teaching this 

age group and first graders are such hard workers. 

 

First grade seems like a lot of fun. They’re learning how to  

regroup in math, and working on their handwriting and spelling. The 

student's’ favorite subject would either be math or science. The  

students said in science they learned about the weather. Religion is  

also in the mix for favorite subjects. The first grade students were able 

to explain how the Holy Spirit work and  how the Holy Spirit watches 

over them always. The students said they love to talk about God and Jesus in religion. 

 

 Mrs. Youngerman said that the hardest subject to teach would be grammar because students have 

a hard time understanding how words work together for example, how nouns and verbs have to “agree” 

and remembering punctuation.  Ms. Epping said her favorite subject to teach is math. Both of the  

teachers said they love their job because they like to 

see the advancements between kindergarten and first 

grade. 

 

 The first grade students were so much fun to 

interview along with their enthusiasm. First grade is 

truly fantastic! They are the best first graders ever, 

and they are definitely ready for second grade! 

First graders singing for their Christmas Show 

in December 

First graders enjoying WIN time with Ms. 

Geurink 



The One and Only Fourth Grade 

By: Gisella F, JJ S., and Noah C. 

 

 Fourth grade has been very busy, from the  

Symphony to the human organ and state reports. Mrs. 

Furlong and Mrs. Logan both have their hands full with 

some very energetic children. Mrs. Furlong likes her job 

because she enjoys being around the kids. Mrs.  

Logan likes her job because she likes watching the kids 

grow and change. She likes to see where they end up over 

the years. 

 

Addy C’s favorite thing about fourth grade is re-

cess She wishes that gym time was longer. Although, her 

favorite subject is spelling. Alicia F. was the other fourth 

grader. Her favorite thing about fourth grade was human organ  

reports. Alicia wishes there was air conditioning in Mrs. Furlongs room. Her favorite subject in school is 

physical education. Alicia’s favorite book is Ghost. 

 

 Mrs. Logan enjoys her job because” It’s fun to teach nine and ten year olds.”  She likes that the stu-

dents are very energetic and kind. Mrs. Logan gets  help from her aide, Mrs. Weiser with math and reading. 

Mrs Logan favorite part about fourth grade is watching how kids change and learn over the years. Some 

field trips that the have been to is the symphony and after that they went to Happy Joe’s for lunch. Mrs.  

Logan favorite subject to teach is reading. She loves her job after 22 years! 

 

Mrs. Furlong has her hands full with all the fun things they have completed and are going to do this 

year. Mrs. Furlong is excited about getting to teach her students fractions in math. Mrs. Weiser also helps 

Mrs. Furlong. Mrs Rohlf, a retired teacher comes to read to the kids as well. Mrs Furlong’s favorite thing 

about teaching fourth grade is hearing the funny things the students say. Her favorite subject to teach is 

math or science.  She especially loves being around the kids all day because her own kids are grown and not 

around the house anymore. 

 

 The phenomenal fourth grade is having a great year. From having a field trip to the symphony to fun 

projects like the human organ and state reports. The fourth graders are learning new things every day. Mrs. 

Furlong and Mrs. Logan love their students, and can’t wait to see them grow up. The teachers in fourth 

grade come to work excited to see the kids learn and grow. Fourth grade is one to remember.  

4L students enjoying free reading time 

with their favorite books! 

Pictures of the human organ projects which were on display in January during the Science Fair 



Eighth Grade 

By Sam L., Jacob A., Anna S.,  and Alyanne B.  

 

This years eighth grade had done many fun activities and learned a lot so 

far. The teachers have also enjoyed the year. Mrs. Kubalsky and Mrs. Bauer are the 

eighth grade homeroom teachers. The eighth graders has gone on field trips such as 

the musical at Assumption High School, and have more to go. Eighth grade has 

learned a lot this year from the Thirteen Colonies in Social Studies to reading The 

Shack in Literature. 

Mrs. Kubalsky, one of the eighth grade homeroom teachers,  teaches science 

class for sixth, seventh, and eighth grades, and religion for 8K. Her favorite subject 

is science. This quarter they learned about the periodic table and chemical reactions. 

The eighth graders will be making parachutes too. They finished their science fair 

projects in January. “The projects were great and very creative,” said Mrs.  

Kubalsky.  Science Fair was held on the 26th of January. 

Meadowe C’s homeroom teacher is Mrs. Bauer. Meadowe started going to 

JFK this year. She said her favorite subject is math. Her favorite memory of eighth 

grade so far is the play. She played the rich wife named Miranda. Father Jake has 

been in to their classrooms to talk about Confirmation. Meadowe also said for a 

field trip she wanted to go to a amusement park. She said JFK is fun because the 

teachers and everyone else are great. Meadowe said her favorite lunch is popcorn 

chicken. Finally, she said the year has been pretty great overall.   

Richie G., also an eighth grade student, has been at JFK since preschool. He 

said, “JFK was fun for me 

because I got to see my friends. "During this year 

we went to Mass at Ridgecrest,” Richie said. “The 

most fun place we have been to is Ridgecrest.” He 

wants to go away from school for a field trip. His 

favorite subject is PE. His favorite memory of 

eighth grade so far is the eighth grade vs. teachers 

volleyball game. What he is really looking  

forward to at the end of the year is going on to 

high school. Plus, at the end of the year, the entire 

eighth grade goes to Chicago and participates in 

fun activities like the art museum and more. This 

trip is just for the eighth grade. Most of the eighth 

graders are excited for the trip. 

 Jacob D.,  Leah Z., and Rilegh A. 

said  they were preparing for confirmation. They 

have read Wonder, and The Shack. All three  

students said that math was their favorite subject. 

They have been to JA Finance Park and  

Assumption  High School’s musical The Sound of 

Music. For preparing for confirmation this spring, 

they have been completing service projects. What 

a great way to top off the year for eighth grade!  

Eighth grade girls and boys during Cactus Pass 

Jessica H. & Joey B. 

singing during the 

Talent Show 



Boys Basketball 

By: Dawsen D., Wiley G., Brett H., and Colin Y. 
 

 SWOOSH, and the crowd goes wild, another win for JFK boys basket-

ball! Basketball went great this season for all teams, with one team undefeated 

and a championship win! All the boys worked really hard, and competed very 

fiercely this season. Basketball is very popular at JFK, between going to the 

Assumption games and actually playing the sport in the JFK gym. 

  

 Starting our line-up is the sixth basketball team, which was coached by 

Mr. Klostermann. This team went undefeated this season, and won the sixth 

grade championship against St. Paul’s at Assumption High School. The sixth 

grade team consisted of Luke K., Mason M., Hunter G., David L., Alex M., 

Noe F., Charlie J.H., Owen S., Keaton T., and Michael V. The sixth grade team 

did great this season, and everyone can't to watch them next season! 

 

Seventh grade was 

made up of two basketball 

teams, the white team and 

the green team. Ethan B., 

Nick B., Noah C., Owen S., 

J.J. S, Patrick D., Jacob A., 

David N,. Wiley G., and 

Ayden W. were on the JFK 

green team coached by Mr. 

Arguello. The green team 

did very well this season with a 5-3 record and 

their second place win in the championship. The 

players on the JFK white team, which was coached 

by Mr. Kerrigan, were Braden A., Max R., Dylan 

R., Brandon S., Owen E., Reese H., Peter P., Josh 

R., Colin Y., and Brett H. The white team’s record 

was three wins and five losses. 

  

 Eighth grade came in fourth place with 

three wins. Adam B., Ryan L., Jason A., Sam H., 

James W., Mathew V., Jacob D., Richie G., Danny 

S., Iziah L., and Anthony P.  were all coached 

by Lucas Trevere.  Even though the season is 

over, the players can't wait for next season. Eve-

ryone at  JFK, thanks Mrs. Tilkens, the coaches, 

and all the parents, for supporting JFK and all 

the students who played. Hopefully the boys 

continue the sport in the future. The basketball 

teams are great at working together. Each of the 

basketball teams scored many points. Overall, 

all four JFK teams did very well!      

Submitted by Mrs. Milton 

Submitted by Mrs. Arguello 

Submitted by Mrs. Herman 

Submitted by Mrs. Valleroy 



Science Fair 

By: Anastasha M., Jacob M., Nadia P., and Max R. 

 

 Every year at JFK, seventh and eighth 

grade students participate in JFK’s Science Fair. 

This year in seventh grade, there were 53 partici-

pants and 35 participants in eighth grade. Every 

year, there are new science fair experiments being 

conducted. Mrs. Kubalsky said that the type of Science Fair experiments that interest her are things she 

hasn’t seen before and things she can learn from. She said, “I love seeing all the creative ideas. I love when 

students push themselves and encourage each other.” 

 When asked what makes a good science fair experiment, many different answers were given. Mrs. 

Kubalsky said, “That interest in the topic, challenging yourself, and surprising results make a good experi-

ment.” Zach O., from 7B, and Anne L., from 7W, both said, “Putting in a lot of effort results in a good ex-

periment.” Kimberly W. from 7B, Rileigh A. from 8B, and Colin Y. from 7B, said, “Coming up with good 

research is part of a good experiment.” Kimberly W., also said, “That overall presentation is a part of a 

great r experiment.” JJ S., from 7W, said, “Good steps, a good procedure, and an interesting topic make a 

good experiment.” 

 There are so many different parts of creating a science fair experiment. There is brainstorming ide-

as, stating the problem, and gathering information. After researching a topic, stating the hypothesis, doing 

the experiment, recording and analyzing data, and stating the conclusion is next. After everything is done, 

students repeat their work, write the written report, create the display, and present it. Anne L., Kimberly 

W., Zayle S., and Rileigh A., all said that their favorite part of science fair is putting the poster board to-

gether and decorating it. Doing the experiment was Zach O.’s 

favorite part of Science Fair and learning more about his topic, 

baseball, was J.J. S.’s favorite part. 

 Everyone had a different reason on why they chose to do 

their experiment. Kimberly W., chose her topic because it 

helped her learn how to use the Pomodoro Technique and pre-

vent procrastinating. After watching the show Brain Games, 

Zayle S., from 8K chose to do her topic, “Is your brain deceiv-

ing you?” She said, “I wanted to learn more about the brain and 

how it worked.” Colin Y., decided to do his  

experiment, “Solar Water Heater” because he thought it would 

be fun and it helps the environment. 

 Participating in Science Fair results in different experiences for 

different people. JJ S. said participating in science fair was a good experience. After he was finished he 

said, “I was happy. I was proud of myself.” Rileigh A., said after Science Fair was over, it was easier to 

focus on other school work. After Zayle S.’s project was finished, she said she felt improvement, excite-

ment, and that she had done the best she could have. She said, “I enjoy Science Fair, so it was fun.” After 

the first round of presenting, Kimberly W., Zach O., and Colin Y., from seventh grade moved on to the As-

sumption round. In eighth grade, Zayle S.,  

Logan S., and Rileigh A., moved on. In the Assumption round, Zayle S. placed second. After being asked 

how she felt about moving on, Rileigh A., said, “I was excited because I put a lot of work into it.” 

 Along with the seventh and eighth grade projects, the fourth graders worked on organ reports and 

(Continued on the next page) 

Second place for Zayle S. 



models that were displayed at Science Fair. Mrs. Logan, when 

asked how she felt about her class’s projects being shown at 

Science Fair, said, “I thought it was awesome. They did a lot of 

work so it was nice for other people to see them.” There was a 

wide variety of organs to choose from such as the eyes, brain, 

heart, skin, ears, intestines, bones, and muscles. Some of Mrs. 

Logan’s favorite projects included an arm that moved and Jell-

O molds. Anna W., from 4F, chose to research the brain for her 

organ. She used clay and paint to make her project and she was 

excited to have it shown at Science Fair. Aiden T., from 4F, 

chose to display muscles with red vines for his project. Aiden’s 

favorite part of doing his organ project was doing the research 

and Anna’s was making the organ. 

 Overall the JFK Science Fair was a success. There were many 

amazing experiments shown and a lot of effort was put into each display. Even if an experiment didn't 

work, there were still some positives to the situation. Mrs. Kubalsky said in science there’s really no fail-

ure, you might just learn something you weren’t expecting. Science fair next year should be very exciting, 

and filled with many amazing new projects!  

Assumption Round Finalists:  

Colin Y., Kimberly W., Rileigh A., Zayle S., 

Zach O., & Logan S. 

Student Council 

By: Owen S., Braden A., Aimee W., and Madalynn M. 
 

 Have you ever wanted to be in Student Council?  Student Council is a student led leadership 

where the student body has a say in the dress days and the service projects that we as a school partake in. 

Student Council includes a president, vice president, treasurer, secretary, and class representatives from 

each class third through eighth grade. 

Mr. Ryan hosts the Student Council meetings and the supply store. Mr. Ryan gets all the supplies 

for the supply store from www.raymondgeddes.com.  He also said that if students have any requests for 

items to go to that website and contact him about any requests. Mr. Ryan’s favorite thing about working 

for student council is helping out with giving the students a voice in the school. Anastasha M., JFK’s stu-

dent body president, was also interviewed. Anastasha helps coordinate, and attends meetings.  She also 

helps come up with service projects and she helps coordinate at the supply store. Anastasha hopes to run 

again for a Student Council officer next school year, and she encourages the next sixth through eighth 

graders to run too. 

JFK has done some service projects and dress days this school year. In the first quarter, the school 

had the Student Hunger Drive; the dress day for the Hunger Drive was sports themed. The next service 

project and dress day in the first quarter was Wear Blue for Bully Prevention. The second quarter included 

the school doing the JDRF Penny War. The dress day the school had in the second quarter was Dress Like 

Your Hero or Superhero. In the third quarter, the school had Rock In Prevention dress day, and Red/Pink/

White dress day for Valentine's Day. There was also Red out for Jump Rope for Heart dress day.  Also, 

the school had a Green and White day. Finally, the school had a green and gold  day to support Mrs. 

Gooder’s medical bills. 

 Student Council is an important part of JFK. Student Council helps our school make great deci-

sions about service projects and dress days. Student Council members really hope the sixth through eighth 

graders run for student council next year  



Catholic Schools Week Dodgeball & Bring a Friend to Lunch 

By: Ethan J., Ethan F., Halli W., & Brandon S. 
 

 Catholic Schools Week takes place every year and is a cele-

bration of Catholic education in the US. JFK does really fun events 

during this time, such as dodgeball tournament and bring a friend to 

lunch. This week brings joy and fun to everyone who participates. 

 

Bring a friend to lunch is a fun day where students bring a 

guest to lunch. Many people came and enjoyed eating and talking 

with their guest. Aimee W. said she thought it was fun. She brought 

her mom and ate Panera instead of the school lunch, which was a chicken sandwich. Aimee says that her 

mom really enjoyed spending time with her, and thinks the school should have bring a friend to lunch 

more than once a year. 

 

 After lunch the school had a book fair to raise money 

for new books. Mrs. Baker, the librarian, and host of the event, 

was interviewed. This year we had a fun pirate theme that was 

put together by Ms. Anderson, Ms. Siefers, Mrs. Schott, and 

Ms. Anderson’s mother. The majority of people there were 

from preschool- fifth grade. People had a great time, and are 

looking forward to next year! 

  

 Another activity done 

during Catholic Schools Week 

is a dodgeball tournament, which is always a fun and exciting day that 

everyone looks forward to. JFK has done dodgeball for many years. 

This year it was held during the school day, so that more people could 

participate and spectators were welcome to watch. Mrs. Tilkens was in 

charge of  the dodgeball tournament, and put everything together. Mrs. 

Tilkens says this year JFK raised $650, which is better than in previous 

years. The money was raised for Humility of Mary and Women's 

Choice Center.  

  

 Ayden W.  from seventh grade was interviewed about this 

event, which he thought was fun. He also thought this year was better 

than last year, partially because his team won this year. If we didn’t do dodgeball, Ayden would rather 

have it be ping- pong. Ayden also thinks that the students should be able to choose their own teams. 

Overall, Ayden says that it was fun and he had a great time!  Catholic Schools Week was a fun and suc-

cessful week for everyone who participated.  Everyone seemed to enjoy it and are looking forward to 

next year. Hope to see you there!  



Talent Show 

By: Margaret V., Karis W.,and Peter P. 
 

 What was your favorite part of Catholic Schools 

Week? Everyone says it was the talent show! There 

were many great acts going on, such as singing, danc-

ing, legos, and magic. The talent show was amazing and 

students look forward to it every year. 

 The talent show goes on in grades kindergarten-

eighth grade. The talent show has been on for at least 33

-34 years! It was started by a former principal of JFK 

named Mrs. Calcari. Mrs. Hinchman was very proud of 

everyone who did the talent show. The acts took a lot of 

time to put together. Mrs. Hinchman thought that the 

longest act that took time to prepare was the eighth grade dance act, “Evolution of Dance”. There were 

47 acts in the morning, and 27 acts in the afternoon. The highlight of the talent show was definitely 

when JFK Skyped Mrs. Gooder! All of JFK loved it and it was nice to see Mrs. Gooder since she had 

been gone from JFK because of her health. 

 There were two amazing sisters that performed in the talent show, Wrigley M. and Mili M. Alt-

hough, each of them chose to do different songs, Wrigley chose the song Try Everything by Shakira. 

Wrigley said, “My mom and I were in the car and we heard Try Everything and she suggested that I 

should sing this song.” Wrigley liked this song because of its inspiration. She has been playing the guitar 

for three years. She has been singing for as long as she can remember, and she is very proud of herself 

for doing this because she was very nervous. It took her one month to prepare this act. Mili has been 

playing the ukulele for one year, and has been taking lessons. Mili chose the song “Lava” from the short 

film “Lava.” She enjoyed doing this and liked it very much! 

Braden B., in first grade, performed the martial art, Judo. Braden has been doing Judo for about 

one year. His instructor, Cody, was with him. The moves he performed were a knee kick, a punch, and a 

side kick. Braden said that this act requires a lot of strength, and he takes Judo classes three times a 

week. He does not think that Judo is hard, and he enjoys doing it very much. 

Dancing was shown throughout most the Talent Show. Evelyn B., in kindergarten, performed 

dancing. She wanted to do the talent show because she likes dancing. She was not scared and she 

thought it was very fun. She has been dancing for as long as she remembers. She also choreographed her 

dance all by herself. Another amazing dancer in the talent show was Leah Z. in eighth grade. She didn't 

think it was scary, but she did think that it was fun. It took her two months to prepare her dance at her 

studio Dance Works. Leah has been dancing for three years, and she wanted to do the talent show be-

cause she has not shown her dance moves before at JFK. There was an the amazing trio of dancers, So-

phia M., Emily W., and Lily H. in sixth grade. They danced to the song “I Gotta Dance” by Mack Z. So-

phia has been dancing for two years, Emily has been dancing for four years, and Lily has been cheering 

for five years. It took them at least one week to prepare the act. They weren’t nervous at all, and they 

showed some amazing tricks. It was very fun to watch, and everyone was well prepared. 

 This year the talent show had many amazing acts. Everyone in the talent show performed very 

well and they showed a little bit of their personality. The performers let their sparkle shine. Everyone 

who did the talent show did a great job, and everyone loved it!  



8th Grade Boys 

Swimming 

Milli M. singing “Lava”  

Judo! 

Evelyn B. dancing 

8th Grade Girls Stepping It Up 

6th Grade Girls Dancing 

Leah Z. dancing Rock Band! 



Teachers are Boss, at Volleyball 

By: Erica S., Hope L., Patrick D., and Reese H. 
 

 The eighth grade was pretty good at volleyball right? 

Though they were good, they were not good enough to beat 

our JFK teachers. The teachers won all the games. The 

school has learned one thing and that is the teachers know 

what to do on the court. 

When you’re in the crowd, people can have different 

perspectives. Seamus D. in 4L watched the game and wanted 

the eighth grade to win. He wanted eighth grade to win be-

cause the teachers give out homework. He is excited and 

can’t wait to play volleyball and beat the teachers, or at least 

win a game. Seamus likes to serve and would enjoy playing 

an eighth grade vs. staff dodgeball game. Helen S. in 6T, is 

looking forward to playing volleyball with her friends. She wanted the teachers to win because her hom-

eroom teacher, Mrs. Thomas, was playing. She believes that playing volleyball is exciting. She’s excited 

even if she’s not good and enjoys playing back row. Helen S. would also enjoy playing an eighth grade 

vs. staff dodgeball game because it would be exciting. 

The seventh graders are definitely excited to play the teachers next year. Anne L. in 7W, is look-

ing forward to playing and beating the teachers. She loves playing setter and would even enjoy playing 

an eighth grade vs. staff dodgeball game. Ayden W.  in 7W,  is looking forward to playing the teachers 

because his grade is athletic and the eighth grade will win. He thinks that the volleyball game will in-

clude lots of people yelling, and they will have lots of signs. He also enjoys serving because he likes to 

hit the ball. He would also enjoy playing an eighth grade vs. staff dodgeball game. 

 The eighth grade played a good game against the teachers. They wore black because it was a 

simple color that everyone had. Molly D. in 8B, enjoyed playing front row and played the second game. 

She thinks that they played well together. She enjoyed playing against the teachers and would have liked 

playing an eighth grade vs. staff dodgeball game. Jacob D. in 8K enjoyed playing in the front row and 

played the fourth game. He believes that they did not play well together. He also would have enjoyed 

playing an eighth grade vs. staff dodgeball game. 

 Mrs. Tilkens is the person who sets up the volleyball game. JFK does this every year because it’s 

a tradition. Eighth grade only plays the teachers because it symbolizes their last Catholic Schools Week 

at JFK. The teachers that played the volleyball game were Mrs. Tilkens, Mrs. Ash, Mr. Ryan, Mrs. Bau-

er, Mr. Evan, Father Jake, Mrs. Kubalsky, Mrs. Whelchel, Ms. Geurink, Mrs. Thomas, Mrs. Lippert, 

Mrs. Lundquist, and Mrs. Neuberger. Mrs. Ash and Mr. Ryan have given the school their opinion of the 

volleyball game. Mrs. Ash participates in the volleyball game because she enjoys playing volleyball. 

She’s been playing since she was ten. She believes it’s the best game and plays it year round. She would 

not participate in an eighth grade vs. staff dodgeball game because the eighth graders throw too hard. 

Mr. Ryan participates in the volleyball game because it’s fun to interact with the outgoing eighth grade 

class. He also thinks volleyball is fun and enjoys playing it. He would participate in an eighth grade vs. 

staff dodgeball game because dodgeball is his favorite game. 

 Everyone at school who watched the volleyball game was excited and enjoyed it. Those who 

played volleyball enjoyed playing it. The seventh graders also can’t wait to play next year. The eighth 

grade vs. staff volleyball game is an important tradition for JFK Catholic Schools Week.  





Hour of Code 

By: Grace M., Kimberly W., Owen E., Josh R. 
 

 People ask who, what, where, when, why, and how everyday. 

How are computers able to have games and apps? The students in sixth 

through eighth grade at JFK got to learn a little bit about how these 

things happen, and these students worked with Hour of Code from De-

cember fifth through the eleventh. 

Hour of Code is an academic program that teaches students 

computer coding. Computer coding is what makes the internet browser, 

the computer operating system, the applications on your phone, and all 

websites work. Some of the students who were interviewed for this arti-

cle said they enjoyed working with Hour of Code because it was fun, 

but at the same time taught them how to use code. Students participated 

in the program in Science class. There were many interviews with stu-

dents to see what they thought about the program. 

The students that were interviewed were Meadowe C. in 8B, 

Rileigh A. in 8B, Leah Z. in 8K, Anastasha M. in 7W, Brandon S. in 

7W, Dylan M. in 7B, Natalie P. in 6T, and Keaton T. in 6W. The majority of 

the students enjoyed Hour of Code because of all the games, and because it was fun to learn how to 

code. Some games that the students enjoyed were Code Warriors, Flappy Bird, and Code Combat. Some 

of these games were very hard, which teased the brain. 

Mrs. Kubalsky, the sixth, seventh, and eighth grade science teacher, was interviewed as well. She 

was asked why JFK students complete Hour of Code. Mrs. Kubalsky replied, “At JFK, sixth, seventh, 

and eighth graders participate in Hour of Code during Computer Science Week. The goal is that every 

student has the opportunity to learn Computer Science. It helps increase diversity in the computer sci-

ence field.” She also was asked what Hour of 

Code was. “It is a campaign to increase com-

puter science participation. Students learn 

very basic coding to design games and 

webpages. We use Code.org and Khan Acad-

emy,” she said. The final question from the 

interview was what is your favorite part of 

Hour of Code.  She said, “It is fun and it al-

lows students an opportunity to shine. Stu-

dents take what they learn and continue to 

code outside of class.” 

 Learning went down in Science class 

for sure. If you are in fifth grade or younger 

you will be able to participate in Hour of 

Code soon. Parents, your children can also 

participate in this now at code.org! If you en-

joy brain games and learning new skills, 

Hour of Code is for you.  

Kadren H. working on 

Hour of Code 

Screenshot of Hour of Code from www.code.org 



JFK Teacher’s Health and Fitness 

By: Conner W., Zach O., Elizabeth A., Emma A. 

 

 Do you like to work out? Many of JFK teachers and staff members do. Working out is a fun ac-

tivity and it is really good for you. Mr. Sweeney, Mrs. Baier, Mrs. Putnam, Mrs. Tilkens, Mrs. Kubalsky, 

Mrs. Van Speybroeck, and Mrs. Bauer all work out, outside or inside of John F. Kennedy Catholic 

School. These teachers were interviewed about their health and fitness routine 

 

 Mrs. Putnam, a kindergarten teacher, works out at the gym and her in classroom. She has been 

working out for six years and has lost fifty pounds. She eats eggs, chicken, and vegetables to stay 

healthy. Mrs. Putnam runs for an hour and lifts weights for thirty minutes. She works out so she gets 

more energy and she wants to stay healthy. 

 

 Our next teacher is Mrs. Kubalsky. Mrs. Kubalsky is a sci-

ence teacher for sixth, seventh, and eighth grade, and a religion  

teacher for eighth grade. She started last summer and works out at the 

YMCA after school and on weekends. Mrs. Kubalsky works out for 

one hour. She says working out gives her more energy, makes her 

stronger, and she lives better. She also says it has changed her life in 

a good way. 

 

 Mr. Sweeney is the janitor for JFK. He started working out in 

March of 2016. He works out in his basement and looks forward to 

losing weight. Mr. Sweeney has lost fifty pounds and now can wear 

shirts two sizes smaller. He is also fitting in sizes three times smaller 

for his pants. Mr. Sweeney works out to stay in shape and to get energy. 

 

Mrs. Van Speybroeck started working out in the summer of 2016. She runs for twenty minutes, 

and she has lost ten pounds. She drinks protein shakes, eats fruits and vegetables, and she eats a lot of 

food with protein and healthy carbs to stay healthy. Mrs. Van Speybroeck says working out makes her 

have more energy, and it makes her happy. She works out because she wants to see her children grow up 

and not have a short life. 

 

Mrs. Bauer had started working out at the beginning of the year. She works out at the gym, Mrs. 

Putnam's class room, her class room, and anywhere there is room available. She goes to yoga at 5:30 

and gets up at 4:30. She does hot yoga for an hour. All the other workouts are between 30-45 minutes, 

and she does a 10 minute ab workout. Her goal is to have no processed food when possible, and to have 

organic food, berries, salad, nuts, and bananas. It has affected her because she has lost so much weight 

she has to buy new clothes. She has more stamina from eating healthier. 

 

The last teacher that was interviewed was Mrs. Tilkens. She has been working out her whole 

life. Mrs. Tilkens works out at the gym or home, and she works out with her husband. She eats fruits, 

vegetables, salads, and she drinks water. Mrs. Tilkens doesn’t drink soda anymore and she thinks these 

healthy habits will make her live longer. Mrs. Tilkens works out to relieve stress and she knows  

working out gives her more energy. 

 

These teachers and staff work out to stay in shape and to have a better life. It has changed their 

lives in a great ways. They are a good example of devotion to health and fitness. Follow these examples 

of the teachers and try to put yourself in a healthy form.  

Mr. Sweeney enjoying a 

healthy lunch 



Rude vs. Mean vs. Bullying  

By: Sydney R., Regan S., Dylan M., and David N. 

 Rude, mean, and bullying are not very friendly 

phrases, but even at a school this type of behavior can  

happen. Saying someone isn't good at a game in gym, or  

telling someone they did bad on a test, are both examples of 

rude, mean, or bullying. They can happen anywhere, such as, 

in the lunchroom, on the playground, in the bathroom, or in 

the classroom.  Rude, mean, and bullying are serious topics 

and people can get hurt. 
 

 When people do things that are unintentionally hurtful, but only do it once, that is the definition 

of being rude. Maybe you roll your eyes at a teacher because you got homework. That would be rude. As 

an example rude behavior, when Student A. started to borrow Student B’s computer because Student A’s 

computer died all the time, Student B got upset because the other was using the computer without a 

sking. 
 

 When people do things that are intentionally hurtful, but 

only do it once, that is the definition of being mean. When you 

call someone a bad name to hurt their feelings, that’s mean. As 

an example of mean behavior, Student A. and Student B. were 

playing kickball outside. Student A. was about to kick the ball 

and he kicked the ball at Student B. in the face on purpose. This 

is a scenario of mean behavior because he knew it was wrong 

and did it anyways.  Another example of mean behavior is  

Student C. was a new kid at school and he wanted to sit with Student A., but then Student A. 

avoided him. Then later that day Student C. asked Student A. where the water fountain was. Student A. 

made up a silly nickname for Student C. Then a lot of people found out and started to call him that  

nickname. 
 

 When people do things intentionally hurtful and do it many times, that is the definition of  

bullying. If a Student A. is picking on another kid and won’t stop, that is bullying. Student A., Student 

B., Student C., and Student D. are playing soccer at recess. Then, they start to argue on who won the 

game at recess. They start to say things that they don’t mean. Then this kind of behavior kept on happen-

ing day after day. That is an scenario of bullying behavior because it kept on happening more than once 

on purpose. If you are being bullied, you should report 

this to an adult that you trust. Most likely a teacher or a 

parent. 
 

 As you can see, rude, mean, and bullying are  

serious topics and can hurt people very much. Now that 

you know the difference between rude, mean, and  

bullying, you can stop it. As KushandWizdom once said, 

“Pulling someone down will never help you reach the 

top.”  

http://www.enki-village.com/stop-bullying-quotes.html  

http://www.enki-village.com/stop-bullying-quotes.html


JFK’s Heroes 

By: Dylan R., Kadren H., Anne L., & Nick B. 
 

 Who are your heroes at JFK? The JFK 

staff has made many students want to come 

back everyday. There have been many different 

staff members that made students feel good 

about themselves. The teachers and staff leave 

an impact on the students and the environment 

of the school. Students from kindergarten 

through eighth grade were interviewed and had 

many different heroes in mind. Most of the kids 

told us that their heroes were their teachers. 

Some also chose people like Mrs. Gooder, Mr. 

Steimle, and Father Jake. 
 

 In kindergarten, Sylvia R. and Kenya H. 

were interviewed. Sylvia told us that her brother Dylan in seventh grade, and her teacher Mrs. Moya, 

were her heroes. She chose those people because Dylan is her brother and Mrs. Moya teaches her Span-

ish. Dylan helps Sylvia with her homework and Mrs. Moya is her favorite teacher. Mrs. Moya inspires 

Sylvia to be a teacher and Dylan inspires her to help other people. Kenya H. has  heroes at JFK that go 

by the name of Mrs. Motto and Mrs. Casillas. They are her favorite teachers and help her with her school 

work to keep her grades up. They also inspire her to be a great person. 
 

First grade had a whole different perspective. Priya K. said all of the teachers are her heroes. 

They all help her with her work and she wants to be a teacher when she grows up. Max N. said that his 

hero was his teacher Mrs. Youngerman because she is really nice. According to 

Max N., Mrs. Youngerman helps him with homework and teaches a lot of people. 

He also says that she is teaching him very well. 
 

 Preston F. from second grade was interviewed.  He told us that his teachers 

are his heroes and keep the school safe. He said that they were nice and inspire 

him. Third grade also had a similar perspective. Abraham P. picked Ms. Wahlig as 

his hero. She helps with homework. She inspires him to do better in class, and the 

day that he met her, he knew that they would be great friends. She helps clean 

around the room. She has always been his hero. 
 

 Some people in fourth grade didn’t choose their teachers. Emma V. in fourth grade chose Mrs. 

Schott as her hero. She says Mrs. Schott is very nice to her and sometimes helps her with work. Dylan T. 

told us that Mr. Steimle and Mrs. Furlong were his heroes. He said that they both 

take care of the school and help her learn. 
 

 Fifth grade had different answers, which surprised us. Brycen A. has a 

special bond with his sister that made him feel that his sister Ryleigh A. is inspir-

ing to him. Even as a student, she helps him and many others by being kind. Ani-

ka E. has a good feeling about how Mr. Steimle runs this school. She also has 

Mrs. Poster as her hero too. They both taught Anika how to be a good person. 
 
 
 

(Continued on the next page) 



  Sixth grade had a lot of different answers too. Michael V. had interesting answers. He said that 

his brother Mathew V. sticks up for him and buys him things. He said that his brother became his hero by 

sticking up for him. He says he has always been his hero and inspires him in many ways. He is also a role 

model to him. Delaney E.  had interesting answers as well. Her hero is Mrs. Thomas. She chose her be-

cause she is a good person. Delaney said that Mrs. Thomas helps her to learn. She said one day she wants 

to be a teacher also. All the teachers inspire her. 
 

 Seventh grade had two different staff members that really inspired them. Braden A. has fun in 

gym, but it’s Mrs. Tilkens who has made Braden A. feel like she is the hero. Alyanne chose Mr. Steimle 

as her personal hero at JFK. She thinks Mr. Steimle is really cool and helps keep the school in order. She 

also said that he sets a good example. 
 

 The eighth graders didn’t chose their teachers as their heroes. Zayle S. chose her confirmation 

sponsor Mrs. Moya as her hero. She says that Mrs. Moya inspires her to be a better Catholic by helping 

her with the Confirmation process. Parker F. says that Father Jake is his hero and so was Mrs. Gooder. 

He says that Father Jake is nice, fun, and respectable. Mrs. Gooder was the first staff member he met 

when he came to JFK. He says Father Jake really helps  with religion and Mrs. Gooder kept this school 

running. Parker also included that Father Jake is easy to look up to and Mrs. Gooder was a very uplifting 

person. Parker says that Father Jake inspires him to be the best person that he can be and Mrs. Gooder 

helped him set a good example. Parker also says that they are both role models for him. 
 

 Not all heroes have capes, such as the teachers at JFK. They in-

spired the students to be better people. Teachers are not just for teaching. 

They are also for being a good inspiration for the students. The teachers at 

JFK inspire the students to be better people 

and better Catholics. 

  

 Many people get classified by a so 

called hero, but the true hero at JFK was 

Mrs. Gooder. Mrs. Gooder helped a lot with the school and she will have a 

lasting impression on all of us. She has been an inspiration to thousands of 

students and staff at JFK. Just like Brett Favre will forever be the hero of 

the Packers, Mrs. Gooder will forever be the hero of JFK.  May Mrs. 

Gooder rest in peace. You will be missed, but never forgotten. Go Pack 

Go!  3/7/2017  



Seventh graders enjoying the talent show 
Anna S. & Adie C. going to their 

band lesson 

Mrs. Bauer is all fired up for the eighth grade 

versus staff volleyball game! 

Mr. Ryan is wondering what is in that camera 

Mrs. Tilkens and Mrs. Whelchel dancing in the 

talent show 

Mrs. Lundquist helps to carry laptops in 

the hallway for Lego League 


