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Civic Oration 2016 

By: Zach W., Benjamin L., Hunter K., and Zach W. 

 

 Every year since 1966, fifth through 

eighth graders have participated in the Modern 

Woodmen of America School Speech Contest, 

also known as Civic Oration. This monumental 

unit gives participants a chance to learn how to 

conduct research, draft and revise a research  

paper, craft a three to five minute speech,  

memorize that speech, and then deliver it to 

their peers. Students learn how to give  

speeches and talk in front of people more  

efficiently and with more success. These skills 

are vital and will help the student in the future. 

This year’s topic, provided annually by Modern 

Woodmen of America, was Hunger in America. Although the topic was difficult in its breadth, it al-

lowed a great deal of leeway on what to choose. Popular topics included veterans, single parents, 

and minority groups. 

Ms. Peterson wanted her fifth grade students to focus on researching and organizing the  

information. Ms. Geurink wanted her students to focus on researching important facts and the  

notecard stage. For sixth grade students, Mrs. Thomas wanted her students to focus on the whole 

process of Civic Oration. For seventh grade students, Ms. Burken wanted her students to focus on 

an age group to find information and narrow it down. For eighth grade students, Mrs. Bauer wanted 

her students to focus on revision and being willing to edit independently. 

The Parish Center winners who went onto the District Round:  

Top LtoR—Haley S., Rileigh A., & Anastasha M. 

Bottom LtoR—Allie A., Mary D., & Zayle S. 



 

Congratulations to fifth graders Owen S., Brittany N., McKenzie S., Sophia M., Allie A., and 

Mary D. who all moved on to the combined fifth and sixth grade round. From sixth grade, JJ S.,  

Dylan R., Halli W., Alyanne B., Erica S., and Anastasha M. moved on to the next round as well. 

From seventh grade, Zayle S., Rileigh A., Molly D., Richie G., Hope F., and Leah Z. moved on. 

From eighth grade, Eli M., Jessica S., Vince T., Kealan S., Zach W., and Haley S. advanced to the 

combined seventh and eighth grade round.   

Moving on to present at the District Level at the Modern Woodmen of America headquarters 

in Rock Island were Zayle S., Allie A., Anastasia M., Rileigh A., Mary D., and Haley S.  As of publi-

cation of this article, Haley S. has represented JFK at the Regional competition, also held in Rock 

Island, on May 21, 2016.   

 Civic Oration is a JFK tradition. Hundreds and hundreds of kids 

have taken part in this annual contest.  The very first winner from JFK 

was Kathleen Ryan. Olivia Grubbs placed second at the National level 

in 2009 with her speech on Jerry Galloway.  National Honorable Men-

tion recipients include Christina Laubenthal (2007) and Abby Bastian 

(2015).  In 2013, Joy Ripslinger was the National Champion, writing 

and presenting the best speech in the country. The topic in 2013 was 

A person who has overcome and Joy researched Oprah Winfrey. 

 Although many think Civic Oration is too difficult or too time-

consuming, it helps with many things later in our lives. You may not 

like it now, or even in the near future, but as students progress through 

their lives, they figure out that Civic Oration was one of the best things 

that ever happened to them. 

Abby Bastian, who submitted her speech at the National level, said,  “ All I have to say is that 

I truly enjoyed giving my speech. I gave myself a topic I was extremely interested in so it didn’t feel 

like a chore, but as if it was a story. Each round was me telling a story to different people and since 

they could feel my excitement, the judges and audience became intrigued. I wholeheartedly believe 

in order to really excel and receive the full effect of Civic Oration, you must find why your topic is  

important to you and make people feel your enthusiasm.”   

 May the tradition continue.  

 

District winner Haley S. with her 

English teacher Mrs. Bauer. 



Precious Preschool 

By: Leia H. and Bella M. 

Preschool has had a very exciting year! Learning the alphabet, their numbers, shapes, friend-

ships, how to play with others, kind words, and manners.  But on top of the list is having fun! Marina 

loves playing First cards with Sophia while Evelyn and Brady like playing Go Fish. They have many 

places to play such as the playground outside, different centers inside like table toys, block area, 

pretend play, writing center, Lego table, and the sensory table that has either sand or water. Marina 

said she loves playing in the block area, Evelyn likes to play with Barbies, and Brady likes to play 

housekeeping. In preschool they also learn about math, reading, science, social studies, music, and 

art. 

When you go downstairs through the big doors, there are two rooms 

full of wonderful preschool teachers and kids. The first room is Mrs. 

Zeimet, Mrs. Knox, and Ms. Turnquist. Mrs. Zeimet received her award for 

working here for five years! Ms. Turnquist has been teaching here for nine 

years, and Mrs. Knox has been here for two years. They all love it here! All 

of them said they have a strong love for little kids. Watching them discover new things they never 

knew they could do is one of their favorite things. 

The door right next to them is Mrs. Jordan, who many may know because she has been 

working here for 14 years!  Mrs. Blocker has been working with her for three years and Mrs. Baker 

has been an aide for nine years. Mrs. Jordan had the dream of wanting to be an art teacher. She 

went to a program where you could go around to different rooms of different classes. One class she 

went to was a special needs preschool class and she absolutely fell in love! Mrs. Baker said, “I love 

all the hugs I get.” 

 Preschool is growing fast. Over the years it has evolved so much. Preschoolers must know a 

great deal of the basics even before entering kindergarten. Thankfully, it’s free for four year olds!  



Super Second Grade 

By: Camile T. and Aliyah P. 
 

 We asked second grade stu-

dents some questions about what's going on around JFK and we received some awesome answers! 

Mrs. Poster’s and Miss Anderson’s students responded that they felt receiving the Sacrament of 

First Communion was a great experience.  The students were nervous about tasting the bread and 

wine and were surprised that the bread tasted wonderful. To prepare for First Communion, second 

graders practiced receiving the host by substituting Smarties 

candies.  Both Mrs. Poster and Miss Anderson used every 

class day to explain the importance of receiving the Body and 

Blood of Jesus so everyone would feel as confident as  

possible.    

As expected, the students had quite a bit to say about the 

bridge being gone from the playground set behind the school. The bridge in the playground has 

been removed due to its age and state safety requirements.  One student said it just didn’t feel right 

with the bridge missing.  Thankfully, the Gaga Pit has been a welcome addition.  The kids love to 

play games like cops and robbers, plants vs. zombies, and, of course, gaga ball.    

We wanted an inside scoop about how the 

children felt about lunch. Thanks to JFK’s hard-

working kitchen staff, all of the lunches are delicious; 

however, the second graders were especially fond of 

cheeseburgers and corn dogs. 

 According to Miss Anderson, this school year 

gave her great experiences to build on for next 

year.  Congratulations, second grade!  

Second graders showing their awesome signing skills at 

JFK’s Talent Show! 

Mrs. Poster always lends a helping hand to all 

students. 



Fantastic Fifth Grade 

By: Dustin R. and Gavin C. 

 

 Fifth grade is a time when they are starting bigger 

projects like Civic Oration.   The students felt that writing 

the speech was the hardest part of Civic Oration. The 

teachers thought its was nerve-wracking to grade them  

because the students worked so hard.  Both Miss Geurink 

and Miss Peterson felt that the students who worried the 

most about Civic Oration triumphed. Other projects they 

did included reading Wonder, the flag project, and the cereal box book report. 

The kids enjoyed the guest speakers such as Officer Jacobsen and a representative from 

Mary’s Meals.  The kids enjoy all of their teachers from their homerooms to their specials. 

Homeroom teachers Miss Peterson and Miss Geurink have completed their second year at 

JFK.  They have really enjoyed watching their students learn and grow. They appreciate the fact 

that fifth graders are young enough to joke around with, but old enough to take on some of the hard-

er topics. Both the teachers loved getting their kids involved in activities such as novel studies with 

Wonder and The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe. 

In art with Mr. Ryan, they have worked on their fire posters. In music, with Mrs. Van 

Speybroeck, the kids enjoyed watching Music Man and participating in a musical called Harmony 

High. The students enjoyed the musical, but thought it was difficult to memorize the lines. In P.E., 

everyone enjoyed the fun games and activities. 

The students went on a few field trips this year and look forward to going on a few more before the 

end of the year. They look forward to going golfing and going to Adventureland as a class because 

all of the fifth grade is in band. 

 They are very excited next year, but very sad for the end of this year.  They will have to use 

their lockers more often because they can't have all their things in their desks all day. They also 

start Spanish and typing. They will have more teachers because they will be traveling.  Some of 

them are nervous, but some think it won't be that bad. They definitely can't wait for what the future 

holds for them.    

Fifth grade Civic Oration Parish Center finalists 



Eighth Grade 

By: Grace J., Stephanie G., and Maria G. 

 

 Eighth grade is such an exciting year! The eighth graders go on fun field trips and participate 

in fun activities and fun projects throughout the school year. One of the first fun events that the 

eighth graders participated in was the play Yard Sale, a fun show filled with crazy and funny charac-

ters about an old mansion whose owner was greatly in debt. While watching the play, you learned 

about Mrs. Babbington’s struggles to try and come up with some money so she could keep her man-

sion. 

Later in the year, seventh and eighth graders also participated in the spring show, which was 

just as fun as the play. This year’s theme was focused around the evolution of music, starting from 

the 50’s and ending in the present.  Mrs. Hinchman did a great job directing these performances, 

making them so much fun to watch. 

In eighth grade you receive the sacrament of Confirmation, but before you can be confirmed, 

you need to complete service hours. Mrs. Bauer, Mrs. Kubalsky, Mrs. Willows, and Mrs. Wemhoff 

have helped out tremendously by finding group and individual service projects. Eighth grade has 

helped out at school events such as Pumpkin Run and the Bazaar. Group service projects that the 

eighth grade completed include Socktober and “Chase the Chill”, which was a huge hit with the 

eighth grade. Mrs. Willows and Mrs. Wemhoff taught the eighth grade how to crochet scarves. Using 

donated scarves and those made by numerous volunteers, the eighth grade went downtown and 

hung their scarves on trees and lampposts. This project was to show the eighth grade that you don’t 

need to go out and purchase items for them to make a difference; sometimes something you make 

can be just as effective. We also had the privilege to appear on one of KWQC Fran Riley Features. 

Local field trips unique to eighth grade were Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day, Mass at 

Ridgecrest, Shadow Day at Assumption, Finance Park, and Career Fair. The band students went to 

Adventureland and to Chicago to see the Blue Man Group. In April,  all of the eighth grade girls went 

to John Deere for Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day and the boys spent the day with Mr. Thomas 

and Officer Jacobsen.   

Fundraising efforts were important for the annual trip to Chicago and Adventureland.  Band 

students sold Scratch Cupcakes and Butter Braids to help fund the Adventureland trip. With the help 

of some eighth grade parents, eighth graders sold Jumpy Monkey Coffee and chocolate roses to 

fund the Chicago trip. Eighth grade is full of fun trips and activities, but it is also a lot of hard work. 

With projects like our Civil Rights Movement, novel studies, and preparing for Confirmation, there 

was a lot to get done.  But, in eighth grade, you can still have the time of your life.  



Student Council  

By: Alyssa M. and Julia C. 

 

 Throughout the year, JFK Student Council has been very busy with helping our school com-

munity. The recipients of Student Council service projects were Humility of Mary Shelter, Scott 

County Humane Society, Ronald McDonald House, and many more. Through the efforts for the 

Scott County Humane Society, three dogs were saved from being euthanized. Everyone should be 

very proud of themselves this year, especially because we helped so many different organizations. 

 The Student Council’s mentors, Mr.Connors and Mr.Ryan, have been a great influence on 

the officers of and have helped guide the students during the meetings. The officers for the 2015-

2016 school year were Vince T., Matthew V., Elizabeth V., and Zayle S.  Thank you for another 

great year Student Council! 

Jason Evert’s Chastity Talk 

By: Jessica S., Elijah M., and Vince T. 
 
 You may have attended or heard about Jason Evert coming to Davenport to talk to us about 

chastity.  Jason Evert is a energetic, truthful, humorous, passionate, knowledgeable speaker who 

travels the world giving his talks on chastity. What's so interesting about his talks is that he finds a 

way to connect to you with his personal stories, humor, and interaction with the audience.  Two of 

our own staff members at JFK, Mr. Steimle and Zeke, attended the talks that were presented here in 

Davenport as well as some at NCYC.   

 We were privileged enough to get Jason to talk to us and we got help from a few places 

along the way. Gratitude goes to Theology of the Body, Johnson County Right to Life, Knights of 

Columbus, and area Catholic schools for providing the funds to bring Mr. Evert to us.  Jason’s talks 

are so relatable because he approaches the topic of chastity in serious, yet humorous, way.  He us-

es examples from his personal life and mixes it with humor to make the perfect combination. He had 

everyone’s attention during the entire presentation. 

 You may think he is just a speaker, but he also wrote a few books about chastity and how it 

relates to our Catholic values.  Many people have read them and they are highly recommended with 

phenomenal reviews.  After these talks people have a better understanding about chastity and find 

themselves thinking about the talks weeks after. 



March 16, 2016 

Directed by 

Mrs. 

VanSpeybroeck 



Frog 

Dissection 

On May 9 and 10 in Mrs. 

Kubalsky’s seventh grade 

classes dissected frogs.  What 

a great way to find out how 

living things are made of. 



May 5, 2016 

Fourth Grade 

Recorders  

directed by 

Mrs. 

VanSpeybroeck 

 

 

Fifth through 

Eighth grade 

bands  

directed by  

Mr. Connors 



Directed by  

Mrs. Hinchman 

May 12, 2016 


