
John F. Kennedy Catholic School                 2015-2016 Quarter 1 Issue 

“Cancer: ain’t nobody got time for that” - Ms. Siefers 

Welcome Back Mrs. Whelchel!! 

By: Kenzie T., Nadia R., Logan S., Emma S. 

JFK is welcoming back Mrs. Whelchel. She is teaching seventh and eighth 

grade math and seventh grade social studies, Mrs. Whelchel had taught at JFK for 

eight years before she left and went to Walcott for one year. Then, she came back 

to teach at JFK. The students are so glad that she is back and ready to teach. Mrs. 

Whelchel loves the energy that the seventh grade brings every year. 

Mrs. Whelchel is a fun teacher who believes in every kid that walks through 

her classroom door. She has a lot of spunk and loves to teach. One of the reasons 

why she came back was because there were more opportunities for her daughter at JFK. Mrs. Whelchel says 

that the difference between Walcott (which is a public school) and JFK is that JFK has more well-behaved 

students. There are also more opportunities for the students. 

 She is so glad that she came to JFK because it is a better environment for her family and herself.  Mrs. 

Whelchel says that it is very rewarding to teach seventh grade. There are many projects yet to come in social 

studies and math. “Mark your lunch or you'll go hungry”, Mrs. Whelchel always says. The seventh graders 

are very excited to have Mrs. Whelchel as a teacher, and the students all agree that she is one of the best 

teachers at JFK. The students are excited for a great year with Mrs. Whelchel!  



Staff Changes at JFK 

By: Nyomi M., Jessica H., and Zayle S. 

 

 Welcome back all teachers and students of JFK. As we start off the new year we have some staff 

changes throughout the grades. Some of our teachers and staff have been moved including: Mrs.Weiser, Mrs. 

Lystiuk, Mrs. Lenger, Ms. Willows, and Ms. Geurink.  These wonderful teachers and aides have moved from 

upstairs to downstairs, down the hall, and all over the school. 
 

 This year, Ms. Geurink has moved from seventh grade to fifth grade. Ms. Geurink previously taught 

seventh and eighth grade math, and sixth grade language and literature. Ms. Geurink now teaches her own 

homeroom for social studies, and language arts, and all fifth grade students for math. So far, Ms. Geurink 

likes her new position. She likes getting to see her students often every day. She says that she misses her old 

students, because it was her first time teaching last year, and she will always have a place for them in her 

heart. An interesting fact about her is that she was born in the Quad Cities! Ms. Geurink is a fun, lovable 

teacher who can’t wait to start off her second year of teaching with her new students. 

 

 Mrs. Lenger came back to JFK with a new job.  Last year, she was a first grade teacher’s aide. This 

year she is an aide in ECLC. She changed her job because it was an opportunity 

to work with younger children. Mrs. Lenger liked working in first grade, but 

wanted a little change. She also loves being with her son, Tyler. Working with 

Mrs. Lystiuk and Mrs. Fox has been great for her. She is enjoying hands-on 

work with preschool kids and getting to add her own input and decision –

making for lessons. This will be a great year for Mrs. Lenger and ECLC. 

 

 Mrs. Lystiuk is a fun and joyful aide. Last year, she worked in second 

grade. This year, she has the opportunity to see the joyful faces of the first 

grade, second grade, and ECLC students. She is very excited to meet all of the 

new first grade, second grade, and ECLC students and work with them one on 

one.  She misses her former second grade friends very much and hopes to 

sometime work with them again.  She said that she is looking forward to working with some awesome kids 

this year and hopes to help children “Shine their light on JFK” this year. 

 

 Mrs. Weizer is an extremely amazing aide who has helped out in a lot of places at JFK. Last year, she 

helped in second grade, at lunch, with resource, and in ECLC. If needed, she even subbed for a few teachers. 

This year, she is working with first grade, ECLC, and fourth and fifth grade math. Math is her favorite subject 

and she looks forward to seeing all the new ways to teach math. She is looking forward to meeting all of the 

ECLC and first grade students. She does miss her old students and the teachers she worked with last year. 

 

 Ms. Willows is starting a new school year with a new position at JFK.  Last year, she worked down-

stairs in ECLC. Her new job at JFK is assisting third through fifth grade students with math. She says “Mr. 

Steimle suggested it might be good for a change.” She says the change has been exciting and different. She 

really likes her new job. She doesn’t miss her old job because she still gets to see them after school. She says 

she loves being able to help kids one on one. “I love watching them grow and get better,” she says. This will 

be an exciting year.  



New Year, New Staff  

By:  Danny S., Devlin E., Will D., and Rileigh A. 
 

 This year, JFK welcomes a new smiling face in the lunchroom. Ms. 

Ehrecke is our new lunch server. She was born and raised in the nearby town 

of Maysville, Iowa. During her free time, she likes to read books and play 

with her dogs, Towney and Miles. In her family, she has five brothers and 

sisters. Did you know that Ms. Ehrecke’s favorite baseball team is the Chica-

go Cubs? 

 Ms. Ehrecke’s favorite thing about JFK is serving the students lunch. 

She loves hearing students say please and thank you and using their manners. 

On the first day of school, she was very interested in seeing all the students. She is a member of OLV Parish, 

and her two favorite lunches to serve are spaghetti and orange chicken. Make sure to say hello to Ms. Ehrecke 

in the lunchroom.  

Mrs. Baier is Coming to Town 

By: Annette B., Adam B., Richie G., and Jacob D. 
 This year, there is another helpful worker in our lunchroom squad, 

Mrs. Baier! Before she started at JFK, she was a stay at home mom. Did 

you know when she wasn’t a stay at home mom, she was a banker? Mrs. 

Baier enjoys working out, helping others, and working as a health, and fit-

ness coach. She is also the Home and School co-president, and teaches In-

sanity classes. Her favorite sports teams are the Kansas City Chiefs and the 

Iowa Hawkeyes. She loves the movie Tangled, but her all time favorite is 

Dangerous Minds. She also has one pet, an English Bulldog named Tank. 
 

 When asked to decide what her favorite thing about JFK is, Mrs. Baier said, “The atmosphere.” She 

loves how everyone works together. We asked Mrs. Baier what her favorite grade was and she responded, 

“Kindergarten.” On her first day of school here, she was excited to begin working. Everyone has a best 

time in his/her life, and, for Mrs. Baier, that time is right now. She loves working at JFK! Welcome to JFK, 

Mrs. Baier!  



Welcome to JFK, Mrs. Creech! 

By: Maggie O., Evan L., and Leah Z. 
 

Mrs. Creech is a new aide here at JFK who helps with grades second through 

fifth in math, science, and aftercare. She was born in Tooele, Utah, but has lived in the 

Quad Cities since she was one and a half years old. She even went to JFK as a child! 

Her favorite grades when she attended JFK were seventh and eighth grade because she 

felt like she had freedom to do more activities. When Mrs. Creech was a child, she 

wanted to be everything from a teacher, to a doctor, to an artist. 

She has four year old triplets named Dylan, Derek, and Caitlyn. She likes to garden and do crafts during her 

free time. She also likes sewing, scrapbooking, and being with her kids. She went to the University of North-

ern Iowa for her Bachelor of Science degree in biology. She also went to Palmer College for a chiropractic 

degree.   

On her first day of helping here, she was excited. She was also nervous because she did not know what to ex-

pect. She did not know the names of all the students. Matthew M. from 4L said, “She helps everyone with 

math.”  He thinks Mrs. Creech is helpful and a good aide. 

Mrs. Creech has many favorite things about JFK. She thinks the students are fantastic.  She loves the 

efforts of the teachers and the students. She also likes the changes that we have  made to the school. She is 

excited to see what the year will bring. 

Improvements at JFK  

By: Matthew V., Chase J., and  Elizabeth V. 

 

 Have you noticed the classrooms seem brighter? JFK students need to thank 

Mr. Sweeney. He worked hard this summer on making JFK a better place. The school 

used money from a variety of sources to install new things such as the drinking foun-

tain and the lights. 

 According to Mr. Sweeney, the eighth graders who graduated in 2015 had 

money left over. They decided they wanted to donate it to JFK to do something good. 

So, the new drinking fountain with a water bottle filling station was installed. Anoth-

er change this year is the installation of new LED lights. We had enough money to 

install new lights in every hallway and classroom over the summer. Our net cost of $22,000 will be recov-

ered in about 4-5 years through reduced energy usage. These lights were installed by Mr. Sweeney, 



Mr. Snell, and a team of volunteers. Mr. Sweeney was mentioned in the Catholic 

Messenger. In order to accommodate aftercare, DHS, or Department of Human Ser-

vices, money was used to put air conditioning in the cafeteria. It helps us cool off 

while eating lunch.  During the summer, a sealer was placed over the blacktop to ex-

tend the life of the parking lot. This took only four days to finish. Just sealing our 

parking lot is expensive enough given its  size. 

Air conditioning was also installed in Mrs. Poster’s room. This room needed 

air conditioning for the times 

when aftercare cannot be held in the cafeteria. The cost of 

replacing three of the five roofs on the school building was 

over $200,000, and a short term loan was taken out to help 

spread out the  payments.      

 Mr. Sweeney and many volunteers worked hard this 

summer to make many different improvements to JFK. From the lights to the parking lot, this hard work has 

allowed JFK to let its light shine.  

Students and Computers Combined  

By: Anthony P., Ryan L., James W., and Noah M. 

 

 This year sixth through eighth grade students have been busy 

carrying their computers to all their classes. “I really like how you can 

share stuff with your teachers on Google Drive,” said Ben K. from 

8B.  Evan from 7W said, “It is useful to have the computers, and they 

are there when you need them.” Most people like having their own com-

puters, and they like having the bags to carry the computers in. “The 

computers are becoming part of our routine,” says Mrs. Thomas, the 6T 

teacher. “The computers have done a great thing this year.” Mr. Steimle 

said, “They are available at the right times, and the parents responses are very positive. Technology is a tool 

that is just as essential as a pencil and pen.” 

 The current sixth through eighth graders have been using Google Drive since last year. So far, no one 

has reported that a student has dropped a computer. Sixth, seventh, and eighth graders are getting used to car-

rying their computers throughout the day.  



Student Council Elections 

By: Cayden M., Joey B., and Blake F. 

 This year's student council elections were 

very exciting. This year, four students ran for student 

council officers. Zayle S., Vince T., and Matthew V. 

ran for president, and Elizabeth V. ran for secretary. 

Each student gave their own speech and talked about 

service projects and wacky dress days. Vince brought 

out some wacky characters to show what he could try and get on theme days, including a ninja. Zayle talked 

about her idea for one of the service projects to involve helping the Army make care packages. 

Matthew suggested donating to the King’s Harvest Pet Rescue No-Kill Shelter.  Elizabeth talked about 

helping and giving support to Fernando. In the end, Vince was elected president, Matthew was elected vice 

president, Zayle was elected treasurer, and Elizabeth was elected secretary. Each homeroom in grades three 

through eight elected a representative for student council. 

 So far this year, student council has planned an orange and black dress day, and the annual Student 

Hunger Drive. Students who bring in three cans by November 4th will receive a jeans day. Student Council 

also continues to run the supply store. Student Council planned a door decorating contest for Red Ribbon 

Week. First place was Ms. Geurink’s classroom!  

LtoR: Matthew V., Vince T., Elizabeth V.,  & Zayle S. 

Garfield’s Coming with Magazines! 

By: Parker F., Tanner D., and Isabellah G. 
 

This year, Garfield came to JFK.  There were many different types of Garfields in-

cluding: football Garfield, saxophone Garfield, baseball Garfield, and many more! To get the Garfields, stu-

dents had to sell magazines in order to get tickets. Students sold a lot of magazines this year. Students didn’t 

have to get a Garfield though, they could choose among a selfie stick, six pounds of gummy bears, sour 

punch straws, and other special prizes with these tickets! The class who sold the most magazines earned 

doughnuts that day, delivered by Ozzie and Mrs. Wendl. Some of the classes Ozzie frequently visited was 

KP and 5G. 

 Mrs. Wendl stated that the purpose of the magazine sale is to raise money for the athletic club. Her 

favorite theme from past magazine sales is “Goin Ape”. Her favorite Garfield from this year is “Basketball 

Garfield!” Students at JFK have been participating in the magazine sale for twenty years. It lasts about three 

weeks. Students had a lot of fun with the magazine sale, especially with Garfield! JFK students cannot wait 

for next year's magazine sale!  



Growth Mindset 

By: Molly D., Hope F., and Sam H. 

 

 What is Growth Mindset? Why is it important? “Growth 

Mindset is thinking about how you’re thinking.” says Mrs. Bau-

er. Growth Mindset is a new way of thinking and learning that 

we are using at JFK. Many teachers express growth mindset through classroom discussions and parent meet-

ings. Growth Mindset has become an important part of education at JFK. 

Many teachers at JFK have read the book Mindset by Carol S. Dweck Ph.D.  This book has started 

many conversations about a growth mindset at JFK. In this book, the author teaches the readers how to use 

growth mindset through parenting, business, school, relationships, and how to be successful. Without this 

book, focusing on developing a growth mindset would not be possible at JFK because it is the inspiration of 

why we use growth mindset at JFK. 

 Growth mindset is something new that we are trying at JFK, but it isn’t the easiest thing to adjust to. 

Even some of the teachers struggle with this concept. Growth Mindset is not something you are born with. It is 

something you can improve over time. Mrs. Bauer feels that you are always more critical of yourself than you 

are on others. This is why Growth Mindset is a difficult concept to grasp. Even though it is a difficult concept, 

it is a necessity to be successful in life. 

 Growth Mindset might be hard to understand, but there are other ways to think of it. When asked if 

having a growth mindset is similar to being coachable,  Mr. Steimle replied, “I feel that being coachable is ex-

ternal and that having a growth mindset is internal.” Mrs. Bauer disagrees and feels that it is easier to think of 

the growth mindset as being coachable. She stated, “I really believe that to be “coachable” in a growth mindset 

discussion, you are also looking internally and therefore it is an internal belief 

system. The word “mindset” actually assumes it’s set within your own mind.” 

Mrs. Schott agrees with Mrs. Bauer that having a growth mindset is similar to 

being coachable. She feels that someone has a growth mindset when they can 

take feedback that can propel them where they want to go. 

 However you look at it, you need a growth mindset to be successful in 

life. You can use a growth mindset throughout your life. It can help you with 

everything from school to jobs, relationships, and life in general. Growth 

mindset is an important aspect of everyone's life at JFK. Will you change your 

mindset for the better?  



TOP: Mrs. Henning hides behind her work! 

BOTTOM: Mrs. Gooder making good use of a 

hard hat after debris fell in her office from the 

roof-

ers 

8K Religion class shows how they “Let Their 

Light Shine”! 

The week of October  5th was the letter “P” 

in ECLC.  What a way to celebrate with a 

visit from the Davenport 

Police Department on Paja-

ma day!  Mrs. Fox was very 

involved!!! 



How did we do that? 
On Wednesday October 7th, students and staff wore the color pink to send off Ms. Siefers in style for her 

upcoming surgery.  How do you get over 500+ students and staff to work together?  Take a look at these 

pictures taken by JFK’s own Mr. Sweeney (who was on the roof)! 

We one fights, we all fight together!!! 

Step 1—Let Mr. Steimle figure out 

the right place in the parking lot for 

the picture 

Step 2—Start arranging the 

students starting with ECLC 

and Preschool 

Steps 3-5 —Filter in the rest of JFK stu-

dents and staff from Kindergarten 

through 8th grade. Then try to get them 

to all look the same way at the same 

time!  Then, SMILE!!! 



November 13 & 14, 2015 
Doors open at 6:30.  Preshow starts at 7pm 

Tickets on sale now!   

$8.00 each 

Call 563-391-3030 ext. 124 to order 



“No Gala”Gala 

We will be posting silent auction items for the  

“No Gala” Gala soon! You can bid and help raise money for  

JFK from the comfort of your home. 

Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church & John F. Kennedy 

Catholic School invite you to participate in the inaugural 

“No Gala” GALA in support of air conditioning, reading 

materials for K-5, and NCYC/Confirmation retreats. 

Check out our  JFK Fundraising page on Facebook!  


