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Pumpkin Run 

By: Ayana E. 

 

Pumpkin Run was a big success at JFK with games, food , running, and the best 

haunted house. The Pumpkin Run is an opportunity to have fun time outside of 

school.  Many people from kindergarten through eighth grade went to this school event. 

Most kids ran the race which included sprints and laps, played the games, and explored the 

haunted house. 

 

 Several students in seventh grade volunteered their time at 

the Pumpkin Run.  For instance both Leia H. and Grace J. helped at 

the spider-making station which was a lot of fun.  Also eighth grad-

ers Hannah R., Amanda W., Pamela M., Anna N., Brooke N., 

and  Abby M. helped out during Pumpkin Run in areas such as face 

painting and cookie decorating stations.   

 

 Anna N. said, “Seeing the children's’ faces when we ran out of cookies was 

sad.  However, I really enjoyed seeing the little kids faces when they got to choose their frost-

ing!”  A special thank you to all the volunteers who helped put on this year’s Pumpkin Run, 

especially the Weiss family.  



Parade of Saints 

By Carly K. 

 
 When Halloween comes around most people think about trick or treating and scary costumes. Here at 

JFK we remember All Saints Day, and honor it by having a parade of saints following mass.  At this parade 

each grade has two students who portray saints.  It all starts in the religion classroom where students and the 

saint they represent are chosen. Then Ms. Epping writes the script and they practice before the final proces-

sion.  With the help of two eighth graders who read a short introduction of each saint, we learn about each 

saint as the student marches across the front of the church. Like every other year it is safe to say that this year’s 

All Saints Day parade was a success.  

Isabellah G. and Aliyah 

P. as their saints after 

walking down the aisle. 

The 2014  Parade of  

Saints gathered after 

mass 



Krazy Kindergarten 

By: Simone W. 

 Kindergarten is a fun filled grade with many new activities to learn everyday! Mrs. Motto and Mrs. Casil-

las work together to help their kids be successful in a fun learning environment. Mrs. Putnam and Mrs. Moya 

work together to spark the kids’ love for learning. All the kindergarten teachers love to work with kids and see 

how they progress throughout the years. Mrs. Motto’s and Mrs. Putnam’s classes are have worked on their 

Christmas show for months and  performed for all of JFK. They said they were going to be singing songs like 

Santa Claus is Coming To Town, Go Tell It On The Mountain and many more. The kids love learning about Jesus as 

his birth draws near us here in December. All of the kindergarten students have loved school so far, and they are 

excited to grow in their learning skills.  

Mrs. Casillas, Mrs. Motto and Mrs. Moya 

wait impatiently to find out the gender of 

Mrs. Putnam’s baby! 

Only the cupcakes will tell whether it’s a 

boy or a girl! 

Pink frosting means…. 
IT’S A GIRL!  Congrats Mrs. Putnam! 



Third Grade 

By: Abbey K. 

 Third grade is an amazing grade and full of fun! The teachers are Mrs.Vogel and Miss. Wahlig. They have 

three new students total in third grade. So far, many children love third grade! Believe it or not, their favorite 

subject is math! They can’t wait to learn new things, and explore third grade. 

 When I think of third grade, I remember field trips and fun activities. The third graders went on the Cel-

ebration Belle, which is a fun boat ride down the Mississippi River. They have also done many book reports, and 

are interested in fiction fantasy books. Plus, their favorite book series is The Diary of a Wimpy Kid. The annual gin-

gerbread making day was on December 16. This is a day when all the third graders made their own gingerbread 

houses using milk cartons, graham crackers, and all sorts of candies. The St. Ambrose play, The Cat in the Hat, 

was on December 5th.  All the third graders attended the play and had a blast! As you can see third grade is an 

amazing grade. It’s full of fun, and everyone remembers the great activities they did in third grade.  

Third grade learned about storms and tornado safety! 



Water Rocks! 

By: Abbey K. 

 Water Rocks was a big hit at JFK this year! Water Rocks, a water youth educational program that com-

bines science with fun games, started in the fall of 2013.  Educators from Iowa State University came with a 

truck and a bunch of experiments to explain erosion and other things to do with soil.  Mrs. Kubalsky, JFK’a 6th 

through 8th grade science teacher, scheduled this fun activity for the fifth and sixth graders. 

 Liz J. and Alex K. completed these experiments with the fifth and sixth graders.   Leah Z. from 6S said, “ 

My favorite part of Water Rocks was when we got to see the rainfall on the soil and how much water would go 

through the soil.”  Many fifth and sixth graders would definitely do this activity again, and would do this activity 

from science or social studies. Many classes have great opportunities here at JFK.  

Fifth and sixth graders learning about 

how water works! 

Making sure to ask those questions! Water through the different soils and affects on  

clean the water is. 



Order in the Court! 

By: Jessica S. 

 This year's mock trial turned out to be a huge suc-

cess.  We had three teams compete at regionals and two of 

the three teams advanced to state! The eighth grade team 

won both trials and advanced to state. Seventh grade lost 

one trial in a split decision and won one in a split decision 

but, unfortunately, did not advance to state this year. Sixth grade, the newcomers, won both trials in a split 

decision and also advanced to state their first year! The judges decide on three teams to advance to state and 

two out of the three were from JFK.  The sixth graders placed thirteenth place state.   Our eighth graders 

placed eleventh at state and received the Judge Critelli Award for Sportsmanship!  Both teams were awarded a 

plaque for participation.  All teams should be proud.   We couldn’t have gone this far without the mock trial 

coach, Mrs. Grubbs.  Sadly this was her last year as being the mock trial coach and we wish her the best.    

Sixth Grade Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 

Molly D. Jessica S. Carly K. 

Jessica He. Hunter K. Gaige A. 

Zayle S. Maliya S. Katlin B. 

Matthew V. Gracie J. Lacey W. 

Sam H. Abbey K. Adam L. 

Adam B. Ayana E. Jessica R. 

Noah M. Gabby B. Joe D. 

Chase J. Kealan S. Donna D. 

Leah Z.   

Annette B.   

Maggie O.   

Emma S.   



Girls Volleyball 

By: Carly K. 

 This year, girls’ Catholic League volleyball took place 

after basketball, in the winter season. Nevertheless, it was just 

as successful as always. We had four teams. There was one 

6th grade team coached by Mr. and Mrs. Schubert and Mrs. 

Antle, the team was made up of Rileigh A., Molly D., Kenzie T., 

Ivy S., Hope F., Maggie O., Emma S., Nadia R., Zayle A., and Isabellah G. 

There were two 7th grade teams. The white team that was coached by Mr. Morris was Julia C., Bella M., 

Kealan S., Jessica S., Simone W., Ayana E, and  Stephanie G. The green team that was coached by Mr. Schiman-

ski was Rachel G., Stephanie G., Leia H., Grace J., Alyssa M., Maliya S., Haley S., Camile T., and Maddy W. 

This year there was one 8th grade team which was coached by JFK’s very own Mrs. Tilkens and Mrs. 

Ash. The team was made up by Adina D., Jaelyn C., Amanda W., Hannah R., Pamela M., Julia K., Carly K., Jessi-

ca R., Kaitlynn B., Brooke N., Anna N., and Hailie S. 

 

 Before the tournament on December 7, the sixth grade team was ranked 

#3, the seventh green team was ranked #1, the seventh white team was ranked #2 

and the eighth grade team was ranked #2. After the tournament, the sixth grade 

team came in 3rd, the green seventh grade team got 2nd, and the white team got 

1st! The eighth graders finished their JFK careers in 3rd place. Great job to all the 

girls, and way to represent the Crusaders!  

2014 Sixth grade girls team 



Crusader Theater—Ditch Day 

By: Carly K. 

 It is a tradition here at JFK that the seventh and eighth graders put on a performance around the first 

weekend of November. First the seventh grade puts on their own show; to prepare the audience for the theme 

of the eighth grade portion. There is no doubt that it did just that. They sang and danced to many songs including The Best 

Day of My Life, and Surfing USA.  Then it was time for the play, Ditch Day, written about 

a group of high school seniors who are skipping class the day before prom. However, their crazy 

school principal does not make it too easy. After an eventful day, the assistant principal sur-

prises everyone by reminding them there were no classes due to a school holiday, they will have to 

ditch all over again! 

 It was very evident that a lot of work went into the play, especially by Mrs. Hinchman. She began pre-

paring back in the summer when she chose the play. Mrs. Hinchman says she chose this play specifically be-

cause she knew it took a class who could take the comedy involved. From there the work never stopped until 

it was over. In the first week of school students began reading the script and soon tried out for their parts. 

Practices began as well as finding props and costumes. Finally the stage went up which culminated in putting 

everything together. The show could not have gone better, and Mrs. Hinchman said, “The eighth graders ex-

ceeded my expectations.” 

 Behind the scenes there were many oth-

er people who we could not have done the play 

without. Mr. Connors, Ms. Seifers, Ms. Burken, 

Mrs. Gooder, Mrs. Temming, Mrs. Bauer, and 

Mrs. Kubalsky were extremely helpful in pre-

paring for the show. There were also many sev-

enth grade students who volunteered their time to assist in the many backstage jobs that needed to be done. 

Some of them include spotlight, soundboard, lightboard, and prompters. With all of these great helpers Ditch 

Day went on without a hitch!  

2014 Cast of Ditch Day 



Crusader Theater Reviews 

The following are reviews written by JFK students about the 2014 Crusader 

Theater pre-show and play. 

This play was called Ditch Day. There 
was one part that the seventh graders sang the 
beginning of the play and the eighth graders 
acted the play. My first favorite part was when 
Jack/principal fainted at the end. Jack fainted 
because he had to do ditch day all over again. 
My second favorite part was when Trudy tack-
led Matt for the lottery tickets. Trudy chased 
Matt around a lot because Trudy thought that 
was the winning lottery ticket. 

My third favorite part was when they 
stole the painting of Pablo Picasso. Pablo Pi-
casso chased them down so he can get his 
painting back. At the end of the pre-show 
when the seventh graders sang Best Day of My 
Life we started rocking to the song. After that, 
we gave applause for how great they did. I 
would give it a 10 out of 10. 
Adam B. 6W  

Ditch Day is the school play at JFK for 
2014. There are a lot of funny characters in this 
play like Stella, the school janitor, played by 
Julia K., or Trudy Everpopular played by Don-
na D. These characters are part of the funny 
play. It all takes place at Horace Handyblender 
High School, where the high school seniors are 
preparing for ditch day. Their principal, Mr. 
Claypool doesn’t agree. They go on a scavenger 
hunt and have all kinds of adventures with Mr. 
Claypool sneaking around of course! 
Sophia M. 4F  

 The seventh graders and eighth graders 
put on a pretty good play this year.  Every year 
at JFK the seventh graders put on a pre-show 
and the eighth graders put on a play.  Here’s my 
review of the play. 
 My first favorite character was Trudy 
Ever popular.  I thought her costume was pretty 
cool.  Donna D. played her part pretty 
well.  The part when she figured out the lottery 
ticket, I didn’t like so much because she was 
kind of loud.  My second favorite character was 
Jack S. as the principal.  I also thought that he 
did a good job on his part.  When he fainted at 
the end it kind of surprised me though.  That 
seems like it was would hurt although, it made 
the play more interesting. One thing I didn't like 
about the play was the pre-show, it was kind of 
boring.  All they did was sing and its not very 
interesting if that's all they do. 
 In conclusion, Ditch Day was pretty 
good overall.  But the pre-show wasn’t my fa-
vorite.  I would give the play a 7 out of 10 and I 
think the pre-show a 3 out of 10.  But like I said, 
it was pretty good.  The seventh and eighth 
graders did a good job. 
Annette B. 6W  

 Every year there is a seventh and eighth 
grade play at JFK.  This year it was Ditch 
Day.  It was a very good play and I’d like to tell 
you about it. My first favorite part was when the 
little girl stomped on the robot’s foot.  The ro-
bot was working at the mall when the little girl 
went by mad at her mom.  Then she stomped 
on the robot’s foot.  My second favorite part 
was when Trudy (Donna D.) jumped on Matt 
(Isaac S.).  He had a lottery ticket that was a 
winner or so she thought.  But it wasn’t so 
Trudy got upset.  My third favorite part was 
when the principal (Jack S.) fainted.  He fainted 
because he was going after the kids who ditched 
school, but there was no school that day.  It was 
very funny. 
 I liked the play a lot.  I would rate it 
with an 8 out of 10. 
Rileigh A. 6W  



My Favorite Part of Crusader Theater 
The following are summaries written by JFK students about the 2014 

Crusader Theater pre-show and play. 

My favorite part was when they were getting chased by the principal and they got caught.  Then they 

figured out there was no school so it was not actual ditch day then Jack fainted. 

Reese H. 5P 

 

 I liked when Mr. Claypool said all over again and fainted.  And when he ran away from the cop, it 

was very funny.  I like it so so much I couldn’t stop laughing. 

Patrick D. 5P 

 

 That was awesome!  My favorite was all of it but my three favorites was when Donna jumped on top 

of the guy, when they announced that they were having another ditch day and Jack fainted.  And in the pre-

show when Stella was singing to the Best Day of my Life! 

Margaret V. 5P 

 

 My favorite part was when Donna (Trudy most popular) jumped on Isaac (Matt) and they both fell 

over and everyone started laughing. 

Emma D. 5P 

 

 My favorite part of the play is when the kids meet Trudy Everpopular.  Another favorite part was 

when the little girl and her mother got in a fight with the tin man. 

Halli W. 5P 

 

 The play was really good, I have two favorite parts.  One was when the pet shop owner was talking 

like a parrot.  The other one was when Trudy Everpopular tackled Matt when he was running. 

Regan 5P 

 

 My favorite part was when Helen Peppermill (Adina D.) walked across the stage and said “Someday I 

might open a beauty shop you knowww.” And then the model (Hannah R.) said “I knowww.” They would 

stop three times and each time they would say something different until they got across the stage. It was hi-

larious! I think that was the best play I’ve ever seen. That was my favorite part of the Ditch Day play. 

Helen S. 4F  



Seventh 

Grade 

Pre-Show 

 

November  

7 & 8, 2014 

Let the show begin! 

No  
time for 

boys! 

Oh no Mr. Claypool & Ms. Sparrow! 

STELLA! 

Let’s go Surfin’ in the USA! 

Body surfing! 

These are the best days of our lives!!!! 



Eighth 

Grade Play 

 

November  

7 & 8, 2014 

Mr. Claypool hears about 
ditch day! SCATTER! 

Trudy hard at work! 

The trio criminals: Chip, Buzz 
and Quality Citizens at the museum 

Trudy takes down Matt! 

It wasn’t a school day!  We can ditch again! 

The chase screne 



80’s 

Twins 

Going back to the 

Old West! 

Students 

of the 

70’s  

and 

50’s 

November 24, 2014 

November  

12, 2014 



The Crusader Chronicle would like to wish you and 

your family Happy Holidays!  May each and every 

day be filled with joy and giving!  We will see you 

in 2015! 

 

Mrs. Woerdehoff, Mrs. Bauer, Julia K., Carly K., 

Alyssa M., Ayana E., Simone W., Abbey K., Aliyah 

P., Zach H., Ben K. & Jessica S. 

#JFKSelfie 

Sent to Mr. Steimle’s 

office! 

Enjoying a nice healthy lunch with a friend. 

Julia K., Alyssa M., Aliyah P., Ayana E.,  Zach H., 

Abbey K., Mrs. Henning, Mrs. Woerdehoff, Mrs. 

Bauer,  Mrs. Hillebrand, Mrs. Tronnes, Ms. Snell,  

PHOTO CREDITS 


