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WELCOME BACK! 

By: Abbey K. 

 Welcome back, it was an exciting 2013-2014 school year last year, but a lot of things 

have changed since then.  This year at John F. Kennedy Catholic School we have new schedules 

for our upper and lower level grades.  New, new, new, JFK is all new because we have nine new 

staff members and 23 new students!  We are very excited to have them join our great school.  

Make sure to give them a wonderful JFK welcome. 

 When you come back from your exciting summer break it’s always different to see a lot 

of new faces.  The third graders are fourth graders and the kindergarteners are first graders, 

everyone is going to learn new things and explore their new grade.  God will help us become 

the best we can absolutely be in our new grades, but we also have to help ourselves by trying 

our hardest. JFK gives us opportunities to live in our faith.  It’s going to be great 2014-2015 

school year. Can We Do It? Yes We Can! 



New Staff @ JFK 
By: Simone W.,  Ayana E.,  Jessica S.,  Abbey K., and Staff Writers 

As we start off the new school year we welcome ten new staff members.  
That's a new record!   Miss Geiswien is the new fifth grade teacher.  She 
teaches both sections of fifth grade math as well as literature, language, so-
cial studies, and science for 5G. Did you know she always wanted to be a 
teacher but a one point she wanted to be an astronaut? When asked why she 
wanted to become a teacher, Miss Geiswein said she wants to inspire her stu-
dents.  As a first-year teacher, she is already enjoying it here at JFK. 

 
 Miss Peterson is our other new fifth grade teacher. She, too, has 

always wanted to be a teacher (since third grade).  She was inspired to help 
children learn to the best of their abilities.  When she first graduated from St. 
Ambrose University,  Miss Peterson wanted to teach first and second grade, but 
learned she really enjoys fifth grade. This is her first year teaching in her own 
classroom and she says the best part of her new job so far is the students.  She 
is very excited for the 2014-2015 at JFK.  

 

 Miss Guerink is one of the new seventh grade home-
room teachers and sixth grade literature and language teacher. She was in-
spired to be a teacher when she was younger, and she been a teacher ever 
since. Here at JFK Miss Guerink hopes to become the best teacher she can be. 
Miss Guerink chose to teach math because she loves it! Please welcome Miss 
Guerink to JFK. 

 
Miss Burken is our other new seventh grade homeroom 
teacher.   Returning to Davenport and strong family ties, 

Miss Burken started her teaching career in North Caroline, where she taught 
for two years.  She teaches seventh grade language, literature and religion for 
both seventh grades.  She also teaches one section of seventh grade social 
studies. Welcome to JFK Miss Burken! 

 
 Mrs. Knox is the newest preschool teacher this year.  
Mrs. Knox has taught preschool for eight years, but this is 
her first year at JFK.  When Mrs. Knox has free time she likes 
to read and go on runs.  She loves getting to work with the preschoolers and 
watching them develop.  Her favorite subject is science.  If Mrs. Knox had a dif-
ferent career she would either want to be a journalist or go into nursing.  We 
are hoping she has a wonderful year and hope she stays here at JFK for many 
more years.   

 



 
Please welcome our new resource teacher Mrs. Carey.  Mrs. Carey 

attended the University of Northern Iowa, where she became a resource 
teacher because she always loved reading and wanted to bring that to the 
kids.  She was inspired when she struggled in school, and she wanted to 
help the kids for that same reason. A resource teacher helps students with 
their reading and how they can improve. Mrs. Carey has been teaching for a 
year and a half.  Since she was a kid she has wanted this job. Mrs. Carey 
likes JFK for the sense of community and how everyone treats each other 
with respect. During her free time she enjoys spending time with family, 
walking her puppies, and reading.  

 
 Mrs. Hillebrand is our new secretary in the office. She makes your 
trip to the office one of the best parts of your day! She loves seeing all the 
students and making them feel better. Having her daughter in the same 
building as her job was a big factor in her decision to work at JFK. Another 
one of her reasons to work in the office is making a difference in kids’ 
lives. Mrs. Hillebrand’s has a deep faith in God, “just because he is always 
there”. She hopes to live her life as he did. We I hope Mrs. Hillebrand en-
joyed the first quarter here and continues for years to come. 

 
 Mrs. Lystuik is the new pre-school assistant at JFK! She knew 

she wanted to work with kids since she had her own children. Mrs. Lystuik 
enjoys watching the younger children come to school excited to play and 
learn. Mrs. Luystuik enjoys doing arts and crafts with the preschoolers or, 
for that matter, anything  that uses their creativity. Mrs. Lystuik is VERY 
excited for the school year! 

 
Mrs. Lenger is our new first grade teachers’ aide.  Mrs. Lenger also 

has plenty of teaching experience.  She taught almost two years as a teach-
er aide at the St. Ambrose Children’s Campus and four years.  Mrs. Leng-
er has also taught at Seton Catholic in Moline where she was a P.E. teach-
er for preschoolers and kindergarteners and also aided in the 3 yr. old 
preschoolers, kindergarten, and first grade classrooms!  She said she was 
inspired to be a teacher because she loves to be with children and re-
members babysitting kids.  She shared that she felt lucky that she was 
able to be home for two years with her two little boys.  Her favorite part 
about teaching is when a child shows growth in an area where they are 
struggling,; she also likes when kids understand the math topic and can 

do it on their own. 
 
 

Continued from page 2 



Changes at JFK 

 

If you enjoy your lunch, you can thank Mrs. Wendl. She is one of our 
new employees in the cafeteria kitchen. She helps to make sure all of the 
students here at JFK get what they need for a perfect lunch. Last school 
year, Mrs. Wendl volunteered a ton! She finally decided that it would be 
a good idea to make this her daily job! Mrs. Wendl's favorite lunch to 
make is orange chicken; it is also her favorite to eat! She loves the hours 
she works and loves seeing her two kids and all of the happy students 
every day. She also helps out with the magazine sale. I know that when 
Mrs. Wendl has a job to get done, it gets done.  

 

 
 Welcome Mrs. Weiser to JFK as an ECLC aid and second grade 
aid along with working in the kitchen.  Mrs. Weiser has already taught 
for ten years and was a guidance counselor.  Her mom used to be a 
teacher which inspired her to be a teacher.  When she was little she 
used to help her mom grade papers for her mom.  Mrs. Weiser loves 
getting to work with the kids.  She likes being silly and making the kids 
laugh.  As a kid she loved math, and still loves it now.  During her free 
time she likes doing yard work.         

 

Continued from page 3 

By: Zach H. and Staff Writers 
 
Another school year means changes in staff.  This year at JFK there were 

several teachers and staff who changed positions or roles within the 

school. 

Ms. Salz, who previously taught seventh grade literature, language, one 

section of seventh grade religion, and sixth grade math, has moved into 

the sixth grade position.  Ms. Salz now teaches one section of sixth grade 

literature and language, and both sections of sixth grade math and reli-

gion.  She also teaches one section of seventh grade social studies. She 

also moved into a new classroom.  She likes her new position and teaching the new classes has 

been challenging.  The most exciting part is getting to know her students.  

 
 

 



 

You would recognize Mrs. Temming from teaching fifth grade for many 

years at JFK.  Now you will find Mrs. Temming in her very own office.  

Mrs. Temming chose to become the Assistant Principal and Director of 

Special Programs over the summer.  She has been very busy in her new 

position, especially visiting classrooms.  Mrs. Temming’s office is in Mrs. 

Tilken’s old office; Mrs. Tilkens moved right next door.  Mrs. Temming likes her new position 

very much.  It has been a challenge for her to remember where she needs to go, but visiting all 

the classes and seeing the teachers and students’ learning is very exciting to her.   

 
 

Filling the kindergarten position opened by Mrs. Winegar’s retirement 

is Mrs. Putnam. She has been teaching at JFK for three years.  Previously she 

was the reading resource teacher. This summer she trained teachers around 

the state of Iowa how to use the new reading screening tools.  She said she 

has always loved kids. No day is ever the same down in Mrs. Putnam’s class. 

 
 

 
Mrs. Burke is the new resource teacher this year at JFK. Previously she 

was the first grade aide. She has taught for two years. She said that she 

had very good teachers growing up as a child; it must've been enough to 

inspire her to teach. If she didn't have his job she said she would want to 

be an accountant because she loves working with people and loves num-

bers. Her favorite part about this job is the kids. 

 

 
 Welcome back to preschool Mrs. Baker!  She shared that 

one of her favorite parts of  getting back to preschool is watching the 

kids come in not knowing much but, by the end of the year, wanting to 

stay longer and learn more. She hopes to do her best to help the kids 

grow.   Although Mrs. Baker hadn’t really thought about teaching when 

she was younger, she has always liked little kids. If she didn't have this 

job she said she would probably want to be a librarian at a local library.  

Continued from page 4 



New Schedules 

By: Brett R. and Adam E. 

There is a new start and end time for JFK and other Davenport schools.  Davenport Com-

munity Schools District (DCSD) officials say school times need to be changed to help balance 

instruction time.  They also say that high school students need more sleep and think they 

should start school later.  The DCSD school board came up with several options for all the 

schools’ start times.  Hundreds of parents are not happy 

with the school board’s decision to change schools daily 

schedules.   

One issue that arose from the meetings revolved 

around the new start times’ impact on area Catholic 

schools which share bus routes.  Principals of Catholic 

schools asked the DCSD school board to consider keeping 

them in the earlier bus tier.  After an incredible amount of coordinated efforts to find the least 

disruptive option possible, start and end times for area Catholic schools were set.   

Changing the current requirement in a classroom from 180 days to 1,080 hours was es-

tablished.  Iowa students have to go to school at least six hours per day instead of 5.5 hours.  

With this change snow days may not need to be made up if the 

school has enough hours at the end of the school year. 

 The new school schedule and the number of hours we go to 

school each year will be something we get used to.  For now teach-

ers and students are adapting to the change.   



Summer Reading Program 

By Carly K. 

 This past summer we started a new program here at JFK. Mrs. Schott organized a sum-

mer reading program that all students could participate in. At the end of the last school year 

everyone received a card that they could fill out for the minutes they read over the summer. 

The outcome was very successful, and it achieved its goal of encouraging students to read all 

summer long.  

There were rewards and prizes for the students that participated. The class that had 

the highest average minutes per student won a pizza party.  Congratulations to Mrs. Furlong’s 

fourth grade class!  A generous donor provided an extra incentive by giving a Kindle® to be 

awarded to the winner of a drawing from all participants who turned in their reading card.  

There were also many other small prizes and Kindle gift cards that were donated by the 

Weiss family. Congratulations to the winner of the Kindle: Charlie J-H..  Charlie says he en-

joyed reading his books over the summer because they were funny and enjoyable. 

 Mrs. Schott decided to start this program because research shows that kids who read 

just 30 minutes each day know 1.5 million more 

words which is a very positive enrichment for them. 

Mrs. Schott is very glad that so many students partic-

ipated in the program and hopes that next year even 

more will join in the fun!  



Magnificent Magazine Sale 

By. Simone W. 

 The magazine sale, benefitting the JFK Athletic Club, is 

very fun and a huge part of the school year. The people who 

make this all happen are Ross Hemsley, Kevin Deighton, and 

Heidi Wendl. This school year we raised just over $21,000.00, 

thanks in part to our top seller, Addison R., who sold over forty five magazines! The lucky class 

that sells the most magazines gets a special visit from Ozzie who, along with Mrs. Wendl, deliv-

ers donuts. Also, the top ten individual sellers earn pizza, pop, and treats for their lunch. An-

other fun part about the magazine sale is deciding how to spend the order tickets among all of 

the prizes at the prize store!  Students who sold magazines and earned tickets had chances to 

win money, penguins, and even an out-of-uniform day. 

This year’s sale was a huge success—thank you to everyone who participated!  

Students enjoying their award for 

the Magazine sale…. Ice Cream! 

Magazine sale kick off was held on 

Wednesday September 3rd and 

went through September 17th.  

GUMMY 

BEARS! 



Student Council 

By Ben K. and Staff Writers 

You listened to the speeches 

and cast your votes.  Now the 2014-

2015 student council officers and 

classroom representatives have been 

chosen. Running for secretary was Ab-

by Mc. Running for treasurer was Carly 

K. The people running for vice-

president were Jack S. and Gavin C.  

Ben K., Donna D., and Brynn W. all ran for president.  The results were Donna D. as president, 

Jack S. as vice-president, Carly K. is treasurer, and Abby Mc is secretary. 

Grades three through eight choose a class representative who attends the monthly 

meetings to decide on future service projects and out of uniform days.  October’s service pro-

ject was the Student Hunger Drive.  Students were able to be out of uniform on October 15th 

if they brought in at least 3 non-perishable items.  Stay tuned for the final results on this 

year’s Student Hunger Drive.  

 

2014-15 JFK Student Council  

Officers 

L-R: Carly K. (Treasurer), Abby Mc. 

(Secretary), Donna D. (President), & Jack S. 

(Vice-President) 

During the speeches, there were many 

ideas for out of uniform days!  Gaige A., 

Adam L., and Issac S. are always good 

sports! 



Girls Basketball 

By: Carly K. 

 Girls basketball is a tradition here at JFK, and, in keeping with the 

scheduling changes made in other areas, this year’s season was moved back 

to the fall as it was three years ago. The two teams play Monday, Tuesday, 

and Thursday nights at St. Paul’s, St. Joe’s, All Saints, Lourdes, and of course 

at JFK. This year JFK has two girls teams: a sixth grade team and a combined 

seventh and eighth grade team. 

 The sixth grade consisted of Molly D., Hope F., Isabellah G., Maggie O., Nadia R., 

Emma S., Zayle S., and Mckenzie T. The seventh and eighth grade team consisted of Donna D., 

Stephanie G., Gracie J., Grace J., Abby M., Hailie S., and Jessica S.  Remarked Donna D., a point 

guard on the seventh and eighth grade team, “I enjoy it because I get to play with my friends.” 

They also enjoy creating plays and making up fun names for them.  

As the JFK athletic director, Mrs. Tilkens’ job is to get referees for home games, host 

home games, and coordinate with the other schools.  The girls basketball season is the first of 

many after-school sports commitments for Mrs. Tilkens.  



On September 26th,  seventh 

and eighth grade band students 

marched with Assumption’s 

Marching Band at Brady Street 

Stadium. 



Julia K., Alyssa M., Aliyah P., Ayana E.,  

Mrs. Hirst, Mrs. Woerdehoff, Mrs. Eaton,  

Mrs. Hillebrand, Mrs. Bauer, Mrs. 

Woerdehoff 

PHOTO CREDITS 

 

Sixth graders 

enjoying their 

lunch time! 

The Goff boys kicked off the  

Hunger Drive with their large 

haul! 

Right: Mr. Steimle 

“chillin” in the counse-

lor's office 

 

 

Bottom:  

Rachel G. and Ayana E. 

volunteered their time at 

the QC Marathon 



November 7 & 8, 2014 

Tickets on sale now!   

$8.00 each 

Call 563-391-3030 ext. 126 to order 

Doors open at 6:30  Preshow starts at 7pm 


