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By: Mallory O. 

The first grade at JFK has had a full year!  They have completed many fun and ed-

ucational activities such as projects, field trips, and reading books.  Some projects 

they have completed include: coloring kites, Easter eggs, and clovers for their 

classrooms.  They also have enjoyed completing many book reports this year.  The 

first grade has been on many field trips; their favorite was going to Alice in Won-

derland at St. Ambrose University. 

The first grades are very excited about being second graders next year.  Some of 

the things they are looking forward to learning about is division and cursive writ-

ing.  They are also excited to be receiving their First Communion next year.  The 

first grade teachers are very confident that their classes will do well in second grade and have even started 

completing second grade work.  The first graders have had a great year and are ready to take the next step in 

their educational journey.  

Fun Loving First Grade 

The “School” of Preschoolers 

By: Megan O. 

 

 Preschool is "bubbling" with excitement this year! Mrs. Jordan and Mrs. Daniel enjoyed teaching their 

students about the letter of the day.  They used letter puppets to help the children 

understand what the letter means. The kids' favorite letter was "I" because they had 

an ice cream treat! The teachers were also grateful to have their aides, Mrs. Baker, 

Mrs. Burmeister, and Mrs. Ziemet. The classrooms received some upgrades like a 

smart table, smart board, and five tablets with learning applications on them. The 

preschoolers went on a field trip this year (one I remember from when I in pre-

school) the Pumpkin Patch!  

 The preschoolers enjoyed playing fun games at recess. One game they 

played was “big bad wolf". This game is like hide and go seek and tag where one person is the wolf and eve-

ryone else are the pigs. The kids also enjoyed playing with blocks and playing housekeeping in class.  After a 

fun day at JFK, many preschoolers shared they enjoyed activities at home like playing with their toys, kicking 

around a soccer ball, and sometimes watching TV.  

 The students at JFK would like to wish Mrs. Daniel the best of luck at her new home in Texas.  We 

will miss you and your family here at JFK and Our Lady of Victory!  Good luck! 



Supertastical Second Grade 

By: Alex O. 

 

 Second grade is a time when we achieve many milestones in our lifetime 

such as First Communion and Reconciliation. This year JFK has a supertastical sec-

ond grade class. Mrs. Poster says they are energetic and creative and is proud of her 

students. Second grade did some cool stuff this year and the Crusader Chronicle has 

the scoop on all of it.  

 The students and their teachers Mrs. Poster and Ms. Anderson agree Ridgecrest Mass was their favorite 

field trip.  Second graders also wrote stories with the eighth graders and then entered them in a contest. Second 

grade students also loved a project where they made up an invention and wrote about it. They also enjoy rap-

ping about classroom lessons. 

 Ee asked second grade students and teachers “Which one is more fun and rewarding First Communion 

or Reconciliation?” Teachers say both are equally rewarding to see their students receive. The students said 

they liked First Communion more than Reconciliation. 

 Second graders have many favorite things such as favorite lunch is chicken nuggets. Their favorite sub-

ject is math. Their favorite special class P.E. Their favorite classroom job is being messenger. The favorite 

Mass part is song leader. 

 Teachers and students both have advice for future second graders. One piece of advice was to work as 

a team. Other pieces of advice were to have fun, trust yourself, do your best, and not to be afraid. Second 

grade is not only supertastical, it is also unique. Second grade keep being creative, doing all that cool stuff, 

and be supertastical. 

Fantabulous Fifth Grade 

By: Hannah K. 

 I interviewed Mrs. Temming's fifth grade class for this arti-

cle, and there was a lot happening this year. They were very excited 

to be learn about subtracting mixed numbers, how it was like living 

as pioneers, space, doing coil pots, golfing, and the Ten Command-

ments. Their favorite subjects were science, social studies, gym, 

and art.  

  The fifth grade loved going on field trips,. Some favorites were the Earth Day Fair and going to As-

sumption to see the play. They are went on the Celebration Belle with some of the Army Core of Engineers on 

May 22nd, and the band students couldn’t wait to go to Adventure Landon May 20th to create memories.  

 There were a lot of things they like about fifth grade, but there were things that aren't the same from 

past years. They did Civic Oration, band, more in P.E., and Hoops for Heart. More new things this year were 

the folder, teachers, they are a year older, and for some, a new school and classmates. This year, they have a 

new experience, with D.A.R.E. officer Hank Jacobson. They were disappointed they only get one recess, ex-

cept on Fridays, when they got two. The things they like were coil pots, their teachers, learning different 

things, and coming to school every day. They also had different opinions about sixth grade. Some said they 

were nervous, others couldn't wait. They said they would miss their homeroom teachers, Mrs. Hatcher, and 

their friends, unless they were in the same class. They weren't excited for long math (no offense to Miss 

Salz!), all the homework, and the pressure of maturing too fast.  

 Mrs. Temming said she would miss this group's sense of humor, because they always laughed at all her 

jokes. She likes teaching fifth grade because the students always have a certain enthusiasm to learn new 

things. Mrs. Temming began teaching fifth grade in 1997, and has been seeing new, exciting students ever 

since. Good luck in sixth grade! 



By:   Alex O. 

 Right after Spring Break multiple sixth, 

seventh, and eighth graders began meeting to pre-

pare for the Junior High Speech and Debate Tour-

nament in Des Moines, Iowa. The tournament was 

held on May, 11, 2013. Many of our students 

placed high in their events. JFK took home the 

first place sweepstakes award which means they 

were the best overall team at the tournament. 

There were six different events students could 

choose from. These six events were:  Duo Inter-

pretation, Impromptu, Extemporaneous Speech, 

Debate, Original Oratory, and Literary Program. 

 All of these events are difficult in their 

own ways, but the toughest event is Extemporane-

ous Speech. In this event you pull three topics out 

of the fourteen preselected ones. Then you get 

twenty-five minutes to write and memorize an in-

formative speech about the topic. This year JFK took first and second place in this event, Jared G. received the 

first place award and I myself received the second place award. 

 Duo Interpretation is a very fun event. In this event you and a partner put on a seven-minute skit, but 

here’s the catch, you can’t touch or make eye contact with your partner. In this event there were so many com-

petitors they had to be split up into two groups. In the first group Connor H. and Daniel D. took third place. In 

the other group Adam S. and Augustine R. took first place and Lacey W. and Kaitlynn B. took fourth place. 

 Impromptu is the perfect event for anyone who talks about anything at anytime. You can get any topic 

such as a suitable boyfriend to Colorado. When you pull your topic you get four minutes to prepare a funny 

speech about it. This event was also split into two groups. In the first group Jared G. took third place. In the 

second group Emily L. took fifth place and I myself took fourth place.  

 Original Oratory is meant for you if you are good at Civic Oration.  This event requires a slightly modi-

fied version of a typical Civic Oration speech that is a couple minutes longer. This year Colleen M. took first 

place, Caitlin S. received second place, Emily L. earned fifth place, and Jasmine was awarded sixth place.  

 Literary Program is a good event for people who enjoy books and poetry. Using a passage from a book 

and a poem, a contestant reads to a judge both and explains how the passage relates to another. In this event 

Colleen M. got third place, Caitlin S. took fourth place and Emily J. took fifth place. 

 Debate is one of the main activities at the tournament. In debate you must prepare and give and argu-

ment for or against a preselected topic. This year Luke C. and Peter L. received first place in this event. Ma-

reena R. and Gabe E. took second place. 

 Speech and Debate is a great activity to be involved in. You learn skills you will use later in life and it 

is also a lot of fun. All the students would like to say thank you to their coaches Steve and Kelli Grubbs and all 

the high school students who gave each of us a hand. 

Speech and Debate 

.Congratulations to the 2013 JFK Speech and Debate 

team; 1st place in the state of Iowa! 



By: Crusader Chronicle Staff Writers 

 On Friday May 10th JFK’s 4th Annual Field Day was held. Mrs. Tilkens and Mrs. Woerdehoff spent 

many months preparing so all students could have a fun day filled with different activities. Due to the rain the 

previous day, Field Day had to be modified for the first time; there were 15 stations instead of 18.  However, 

this modification didn’t spoil the day at all. Field Day 2013 had a social studies theme attached to it: The Unit-

ed States of America.  Each activity had a state which corresponded to it.   

 The states students visited were ones such as Vermont, the home of Ben and Jerry’s ice cream for the 

bean bag relay.  Students had to carry bean bags on top of ice cream pints filled with “ice cream”.   The bal-

loon relay was for the state of New Mexico which has its’ annual hot air balloon festival.  Students were able 

to visit 15 different states throughout the day; even Hawaii and Alaska!  Even though the day was cooler than 

expected, the students at JFK were able to have fun and interact with each other.  The volunteers who gave up 

their time to run each station were wonderful.  We are looking forward to Field Day 2014! 



A special THANK YOU to the Field Day volunteers: 

Sheila Abbott  Marissa Antle  Dan Antle  Andrea Flannery Corey Dockery 

Laura McAllister Shelly Robacker Meredith Ash  Jen Stratman  Anita Gorzney 

Janet Thomas  Maureen Koepke Jennifer Meija  Chris Poston  Tom Poston 

Ann Craig  Annette Johnson Patty McCracken Rick Thomas  Rita Nagle 

Criste Jevyak  Deidre Eaton  Suzy Scordato  Vicki Saxton  Amber Thompson 

Adam Brown  Nancy Casillas Holly Osborn  Shannon Milton Mary Toohill 

Julie Hirst  Manual Macias Tara Elias  Anna Markey  Sue Nelson 

Dana Klosterman Kelli Overturf  Marie Ripslinger-Atwater  

And a special THANK YOU to Ms. Siefers for taking pictures throughout the day!!! 



JFK JFK 



Pictures from  

around JFK 

Having fun in PE class for 

sixth and eighth graders! 

Jasmine H. and Amber W. 

at Career Fair. 

Eighth graders helping the 

second graders publish 

their stories. 


