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A note from Father Jake 
I hope and pray that this edition of the Victory Voice finds you and your family doing well. As you will see in this 
publication, we have a busy six months ahead of us here in the parish with 60th Anniversary celebrations and the 
start of a new academic year. I hope the enclosed articles provide you with the information you need to be a part 
of the many activities. Furthermore, please know that this summer is going to be filled with the final projects of the 
Cultivating Our Future campaign. The cement and asphalt work will take place over the months of June and July, so 
we will be ready for the start of the new school year and the parish celebrations this fall. The last 60 years of the 
parish have been filled with so many blessings because of the amazing parishioners that call Our Lady of Victory 
and John F. Kennedy Catholic School home, and these blessings continue to this very day. We all can thank our 
loving God who has called all of us to be part of the past, present, and future of this parish, and please know that I 
give thanks to God in a special way for all of you, the amazing parishioners who have made what we enjoy possible. 

Please also know that no one in parish leadership 
is brushing over or minimizing the challenges that 
currently exist in our community and world in light 
of this Diamond Anniversary. The list of challenges 
seemingly grows every day, and this reality is curtailing 
or even canceling out the happiness and joy in people’s 
lives. However, our faith assures us that these times 
in human history are the moments when God’s grace 
is the most active. As St. Paul tells the Christians in 
Rome, “where sin increased, grace overflowed all the 
more” (Rom 5:20). Our parish was named after the title 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary that points to our source of 
hope—the victory of Jesus Christ over sin and death. 
Our Lady of Victory knew, even at the foot of the cross, 
that sorrow would be turned into joy because of her 
son, so we too can have faith that everything that we 
are experiencing can be transformed by Christ. We do 
not have worry about sin overwhelming the goodness 
of God, but we know through faith that Jesus has 
triumphed. However, worries do remain. We do not 
know when some relief will come to those who are 
suffering. We do not know when many people will once 
again feel the happiness and peace that is currently 
lacking in their lives. We do not know when many 
people will experience a “normal” life. Despite these 

realities, our community’s faith in Jesus Christ can 
help us to move forward into the future. 

What will the future look like here in our parish? I 
could speculate, but whatever is in the future, I know 
that God will continue to shower many blessings on 
this parish because of the families He has called here 
to know, love, and serve Him. It has been an honor 
to serve as a Pastor here for the last six years, and I 
look forward to seeing what will happen in the years 
to come here at Our Lady of Victory. If the past is 
any indication of our future, there are great things 
to come. We will strive to faithfully follow God’s will 
and continue to share the preaching, teaching, and 
healing of Jesus Christ. 

Our Lady of Victory, pray for us! 

Father Jake 

REV. JACOB M. GREINER 
Pastor 



 

 

 

 

Faith 
Formation 

By Kaye Meyers 

On Wednesday evenings during the school year, from 6:00-7:00p.m. I have the privilege of enjoying 
the sights and sounds of Christ’s hands and feet in action during Our Lady of Victory’s Faith Formation 
classes. Catechists and volunteers have arrived earlier to prepare, spending a few minutes catching up 
with one another and sharing updates on prayer intentions requested the previous week. The feeling of 
family is established as we move into the evening. 

The noise level increases with greetings and happy feet entering the building. I raise a prayer of gratitude 
that the attendance continually reflects our families’ commitment to getting their children to class. As the 
bell signaling the beginning of class rings, prayers are heard setting the tone for engaging in faith-filled 
activities in the classrooms. Children can be heard sharing prayer intentions, reflecting the spiritual work 
of mercy to pray for the living and the dead, one of the most powerful ways we can support one another. 
My heart fills with warmth as students’ encouraging comments are heard reflecting their compassion for 
one another. 

As class time proceeds Bible stories are shared, a video watched, and/or small group discussions happen. 
Each week our catechists find different ways to share God’s word and help students to reflect on our 
faith. Games and other more active techniques are incorporated into the learning. Classrooms are often 
heard sharing laughter. The sense of family continues. Visits from Father are welcomed and usually 
include some faith questions or special prayers or blessings. Some weeks classes are heard leaving the 
building to go visit the Rosary Garden or church as a part of their faith experience for the evening. In the 
cafeteria, parents or grandparents and kindergarten students are heard sharing their faith through the 
activities planned for the kindergarten family faith formation class. And some weeks parents are seen 
gathering in the Parish Center to discuss the latest chapter of their book study and exchange parenting 
ideas and concerns. I marvel at all of the ways God works through everyone present. 

Meanwhile, in the office phone calls have been made to families of absent students who we had not been 
notified would be gone. This is done to ensure the child is safe. It also makes us aware of any health or 
family concerns we can add to our prayer intentions; Lord hear our prayer. 

Time ticks away; quickly we reach the end of our scheduled time, prayers are said to send everyone safely 
into the week apart. As “see you at church or next week” is exchanged, students greet parents and share 
information learned. Catechists and volunteers chat with families. Another week of living and growing 
together in our faith has happened. Praise be to God! 

Students entering Kindergarten through 8th Grade are invited to join our Faith Formation program. 
Online registration is available on the parish website. Catechists and volunteers are also needed and may 
reach out to Kaye Meyers, davolvcre@diodav.org or 563-391-8384. 

Come and be a part of sharing, living and growing in our faith with your OLV family. 
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Health Ministry 
& Wellness 
By Char McGovern 

We have completed our 3rd Matter of Balance 
class and will offer another in the fall of 2022. 

Two classes of TaiChi will be completed by 
June 29th. GriefShare is finished and our next 
session will be offered in September on 
Tuesday afternoons. 

Blood pressure clinics are offered each 
month-1st weekend. 

Nourish, caregiving support group is ongoing 
and meeting in person, 2nd Thursday each 
month at 1pm. 

Wellness book sale coming in October. Two $500 
Wellness scholarships have been given to two 
deserving parishioners. 

We are continuing with hospital calls, home 
visits and wellness corner in the bulletin. If you 
have any healthcare concerns please reach out 
to Char and Julie. Watch the weekly bulletin for 
Wellness updates. 

Nourish 

TaiChi in the OLV Gathering Space 

Next meeting is on 
Thursday, August 18th. 
Eleanor Kiel, Director of Liturgy and Music at St. John Vianney will be our guest speaker to guide us in 
“Where words fail, music speaks” in the Gathering Space Meeting Room. We will go into church to hear 
her play both the piano and organ. Music is a gift from God and that makes it holy. Come and share God’s 
gift to us. Eleanor is very engaging and uplifting. USCCB liturgy series stated in 2007, “A cry from deep 
within our being, music is a way for God to lead us to the realm of higher things.” 

In September, we are changing our meeting day to the 3rd Monday of every month from 1-2:15pm in the 
Gathering Space Meeting Room. Our topic for September is “A Season for Everything-Recognizing and 
Embracing the Ebbs and Flows.” If you are a caregiver, please join us for any meeting you can attend. 
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FREE LITTLE 
FOOD PANTRY 

By Jennifer Wemhoff 

The Free Little Food Pantry 
has been operational since 
mid February and we are very 
thankful for all the donations 
that have been made to the 
pantry. It has been a blessing to 
see how much the pantry has 
been utilized. Our continued 
prayer is that it will continue to 
meet the needs of our parish 
and surrounding community. 

ALTAR SERVER RECOGNITION 
2021-2022 

The following items seem to be those most desired: 

• Cereal • Canned meats 

• Peanut butter • Canned fruit 
• Shelf stable meals • Pasta and pasta sauces 

Other items that are also nice to stock in the pantry include: 
coffee, dog treats, and baking mixes. Donations can be dropped 
off in the marked box in the entrance of the church across from 
the elevator. 

If you know someone that needs some food, please feel free 
to get some supplies from the free little food pantry to take to 
them. If you need food for you and/or your family please take 
what you need. We truly want to bless those of our community 
by being able to provide what they may need. 

Thank you again for your support. 

John F. Kennedy Catholic School students Sophia and Anthony who will be entering 6th grade this fall, were 
recognized on Friday June 4th for their dedication in altar serving the 7AM daily Masses during the 2021-2022 
school year. Sophia set a goal at the beginning of the school year to serve 200 daily Masses. She served 202 
(plus weekend, school, funeral and weddings). Anthony altar served 144 daily Masses. 
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Welcome 
Abbey Heinrichs, 
Our New 
Youth Minister 
5 Questions for Abbey 

1. Why did you want to be a youth minister 
at OLV? 
I love to travel and thought for sure I would 
spend some time away before moving back 
home to Davenport. Lately, though, I have 
been reminded of the words of Mother 
Theresa, “Stay where you are. Find your own 
Calcutta.” I feel the Lord pulling me home, 
pulling me back to the people and place that 
served me and giving me the opportunity to 
serve them. 

2. What are some activities you use to help 
young people grow in their faith? 
I would attribute much of my faith growth 
to three things: small group relationship, 
music, and the sacraments. By all means will 
I provide an opportunity to play some games, 
get competitive, and eat some good food; but, 
I also dream of young people joining together 
in worship and adoration, around a campfire 
and in front of the monstrance. I see long 
confession lines and after practice Masses, 
coffee bible studies and regular prayer. 

3. What type of worship services are you 
interested in leading?? 

One of the most beautiful things about 
worship is that it can be done anywhere. I 
want to bring youth to places of worship, but 
I also want to bring worship to where the 
youth are. I intend on having worship nights of 
prayer and music in homes, around campfires, 
at the park, at sunrise or sunset, in the church, 
or wherever else we can think of. 

4. Do you have any prior experience as a 
youth minister or mentor? 
This will be my first experience as a youth 
minister; however, I have volunteered with 
several youth ministry organizations over 
the past few years in a mentor role. I have 
experience as the vice president of new 
member education for my sorority in college 
where I was responsible for facilitating 
a welcoming and safe environment for 
all. I am also currently a co-coach of the 
Assumption Varsity Cheer Team which gives 
me an opportunity to mentor young people 
in a different setting. 

5. How important are outreach programs/ 
mission work and how would you 
incorporate it into your work as a 
youth minister? 
To serve is to love, and to love is to live. 
Outreach and mission are high on my 
priorities, and I intend to provide plentiful 
opportunities for youth to partake. Young 
people are often the ones being served, 
yet I believe they just as badly want the 
opportunity to be the ones to serve. The 
Corporal Works of Mercy lived out within 
our capabilities are among my desires as 
youth minister. 
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OLV Foundation – 
The Fort Knox of Financial Institutions 
By Mike Lazio 

Life is full of uncertainty. However, one certitude is 
that the OLV Foundation was built on solid ground. 
Created in 1989 with comprehensive forethought 
and planning, it remains a separate entity legally 
autonomous from the parish, diocese and/or any 
outside source. It is an independent non-profit 
corporation approved by the IRS as a 501(c)(3). It 
was purposefully incorporated separate from all 
other entities so that its assets are protected. 

This framework has enabled the Foundation to 
avoid monetary incursion from outside sources. 
The Foundation is managed by a thirteen 
member board of directors who have total power, 
authority and control over its operations. The 
Board establishes its bylaws and operates solely 
and fully self-sufficient from any other church 
or financial authority. We adhere to the Uniform 
Prudent Management of Institutional Funds Act 
that provides guidance on investment decisions 
and endowment expenditures for nonprofit and 
charitable organizations for our collective, public 
and social benefit. 

One of our main objectives is to support the 
mission of Our Lady of Victory Parish. We annually 
review our investment portfolio and for 24 
consecutive years we have returned a financial gift 
to the OLV operating budget. The Foundation has 
donated over $534,630 to OLV. 

As you probably well know, the stock market has 
performed poorly since the end of 2021. Yet we 
remain in calm waters. We are weathering the 
COVID pandemic, supply chain interruptions, 
inflation, a war in Ukraine and many other 
contributing factors. Due to the generosity of all 
donors, we are pleased to announce that this July, 
we will present another $80,000 gift to the parish. 
Thus our total remuneration to OLV over the past 
five years alone exceeds $291,000. 

Rest assured that the Foundation will endure 
whatever bumpy rides the stock market 
experiences. We are in it for the long haul. We 
are governed by wise principles and prudent 
individuals all who are committed to protecting 

Scholarship Winners 

Congratulations to 
all the scholarship 
winners! 

Each year Our Lady of Victory Parish donates a 

$1,000 scholarship to a college bound teen who 

has been active in the parish youth ministry in 

honor of our late pastor Msgr. James Parizek. The 

recipient of this year’s scholarship was Tori Tucker. 
Tori attended John F. Kennedy Catholic School and 

Assumption High School. She will continue her 

education at Florida Southwestern State College. 

The Wellness Ministry Scholarship winners for 
2022 are Delanee Hansen & Mackenzie Tronnes. 
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and growing its investment portfolio. As Jesus 
built His church on a rock, so too we have 
constructed the Foundation to safeguard our 
future fiduciary goals. 

We are thankful for the many who participate 
in the mission of the Foundation. We look 
forward to celebrating the success with you 
again this fall with a return to the Harvest Day 
Dinner. The state of our union is solid as our 
history has proven. Let us be thankful for all the 
many gifts we have. Please contact any of your 
board representatives if you would like more 
information on how you can join us as we strive 
to grow our Foundation’s worth! 

Applicants had to submit a letter of intent to pursue 

a long-range career in the medical field. Additionally, 
the letter had to include how through a medical 
career they plan on utilizing the philosophy of 
wellness and healing your mind, body and spirit 
and give a personal experience that has led them to 

pursuing a medical career. 

Delanee graduated from Blackhawk College in 

May with an Associates in Arts Degree. She will be 

attending the University of Iowa in the fall to pursue 

Come join us for the 2nd 
annual s’more and campfre 
social on the ball feld of JFK 
on Friday, July 15, 2022 from 

6:30-8:30pm. Fixings for 
s’mores will be provided. 

Please bring your own lawn chair or blanket. 

It’s S’MORE fun 
when we’re 
together! 

a degree in Human Physiology. She 

also plans to apply to a Physician Assistant 
graduate program. 

Mackenzie is currently enrolled at St. Ambrose 

University. This summer she will be working as a 

CNA at a local hospital. Her future goal is to be a 

nurse practitioner and work at the University of 
Iowa Stead Family Children’s Hospital. 
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CATHOLIC SOCIAL 
TEACHINGS 
From USCCB Poster 2017 

There are 7 key themes. Our Social Action 
and Christian Service Ministry provide rich 
opportunities to practice these teachings with 
our parish community. 

1. LIFE AND DIGNITY OF THE HUMAN PERSON. 
We believe that every person is precious, that 
people are more important than things. 

2. CALL TO FAMILY, COMMUNITY, AND 
PARTICIPATION. We believe people have 
a right and a duty to participate in society, 
seeking common good and well-being of all, 
especially the poor and vulnerable. 

3. RIGHT AND RESPONSIBILITIES. Human 
rights must be protected. We believe in 
every person’s fundamental right to a life of 
human decency. 

4. OPTION FOR THE POOR AND VULNERABLE. 
A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable 
are doing. Mt 25:31-35 instructs us to put the 
needs of the poor and vulnerable first. 

5. THE DIGNITY OF WORK AND THE RIGHTS OF 
WORKERS. The economy must serve people. 
The basic rights of workers must 
be protected. 

6. SOLIDARITY. We are one human family. Our 
love for all demands that we promote peace 
in a world surrounded by violence 
and conflict. 

7. CARE FOR GOD’S CREATION. We show 
respect for the Creator by our stewardship of 
creation. The environmental challenges have 
fundamental moral and ethical dimensions 
that cannot be ignored. 

We welcome any parishioner to join us in 
bringing our faith alive with actions in our parish 
and community. We meet every third Tuesday. 
The Pope’s Laudato Si Encyclical on Care for 
Creation and Care for the Poor incorporates 
all these teachings. You can learn more about 
Laudato Si at: laudatosimovement.org 

or email Jean jkdreamor@gmail.com with 
any questions. 

Currently, we have a sustainability project 
“Less is Blessed” going all year. And a summer 
program the Grand Adventure that pairs a youth 
and older loved one in any Care for Creation act. 
The act can be as simple as prayer and as big 
as a community garden project. We also have a 
Food, Fun & Fellowship on Sunday, July 21st, 
12-2:30pm. 

To read more on Catholic Social Teachings go to: www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/ 
what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching/ 

Service-Love in work clothes! 
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The role of “teacher” 

Father Andrew 

Parochial Vicar Rev. 
Andrew Rauenbuehler 

There’s a lot they don’t teach you in seminary. 
That’s why last summer in my first homily here at 
OLV I said that the learning will continue, but this 
time with Fr. Jake and all of you as my teachers. 
I’m happy to report that I’ve learned a lot this 
past year. My first day here was a doozy— and 
all I had to do was sit and observe—while we 

celebrated a Saturday daily Mass, two rounds 
of confessions, two funerals, a wedding and a 
Sunday Mass. This was an important first lesson: 
the pace of parish life is often much faster than 
that of seminary. Then came the beginning of the 
school year and my first crack at trying to teach. 
Key word there is “trying.” But again, even though 
my role was as a teacher, I’m happy to report I 
too learned a lot this past school year. I can only 
hope my students did as well. I have much to be 
thankful for this first year of priesthood and the 
opportunity to have spent it here at Our Lady of 
Victory. I look forward to year two here and all 
the many lessons that await to be learned. 

Know of my prayers for you! 

Since 1979, Deacon John Wagner has been a parishioner of Our Lady of Victory (OLV) 
in Davenport, Iowa. When John and his wife Cheryl married in 1983, they were both 
highly involved in the church. 

Deacon Profile: John Wagner 

Deacon Wagner has grown to cherish one of the biggest and most important aspects of his 
time at the parish: the number of people he got to know on a personal basis. He listens to their stories 
and treasures the connections he has made with the congregation. He began his ministry as a cantor and 
often sang in the church before becoming a Deacon. 

Deacon Wagner had also worked as a psych nurse for 43 years, the last 15 of which he spent as the 
director of the psych ward at the University of Iowa. He retired from the University on June 1st, 2022, and 
he remains a deacon for OLV. 

In terms of bringing the community into the church, he feels the parish can become more than 
just a church, it can become a home—A place where parishioners can be themselves while also 
discovering their spirituality. 

OLV is celebrating their 60th anniversary this year and Deacon Wagner hopes that in the coming years, 
the church continues to grow and respond to the community’s needs. 

For young adults, he says, “it is incredibly common to question their faith. They have to claim the faith 
themselves. It must be an active choice and even if you grew up a Catholic because of your parents and 
drifted away at one point, you must make the decision for your faith to become your own.” 

Deacon Wagner is truly grateful for God calling him. He had never considered becoming a deacon until he 
realized the Lord intended him to. It took him six years to get into the seminary and another five years to 
become a deacon. All of us at OLV are extremely blessed and thankful for Deacon Wagner and everything 
he has brought and done for the church and its people of faith. 
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JOIN US FOR OUR 
PARISH ANNIVERSARY PARTY 

on September 18, 2022 
The Celebration Includes: 
An Outdoor Mass at 1pm 

Hog Roast  • Live Music  • Fireworks at Dusk  • & More! 
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Our Lady of Victory: 
A History of Creating Hope 
Reflecting on six decades of blessings that made Our Lady of Victory a gleaming example of God’s grace 
tells us that the future will be even brighter. The parish was made possible by a generous donation that 
over many years resulted in a wonderful church and gathering space for our vibrant faith community. 

The most recent decade of OLV’s history contains abundant examples of hope in action. The parish 
continues to grow with the addition of 595 people since 2012 under the strong leadership of pastors Msgr. 
James Parizek until 2016, our current pastor Fr. Jacob Greiner, seven assistant priests, four deacons, and 
several seminarians. 

Growth makes it imperative that the parish function as a good steward of the gifts under its care. That 
included $500,000 for a wide variety of repairs and upgrades during 2014-2016 at the school and rectory. 
Those projects were followed by significant mechanical systems improvements, stained glass window 
restoration, installation of security technology, and remodeling of the rectory. Donations of four property 
lots in 2018 and 2019 provided the means to expand the southern end of campus. 

During the unforgettable year of 2020, OLV launched the $1.6 million CULTIVATING OUR FUTURE capital 
campaign, half of which provided major HVAC upgrades at the school. Just as the capital campaign 
launched, COVID-19 arrived. In March 2020, church totally shut down. School closed. OLV pivoted to 
begin recording weekend Mass and make it available though COZI-TV. In-person Mass resumed with 
several limitations in June 2020, but the bishop’s dispensation from Mass attendance continued until 
March 1, 2022. 

Through the years, OLV has fostered hope by celebrating events as a parish family. The annual Parish 
Appreciation evening each January, the September Parish Picnic, the OLV Foundation’s Harvest Day Dinner, 
the Mass of Remembrance on All Souls Day, and the recently added parish Thanksgiving Day dinner are just 
a few. Many of these celebrations needed to be cancelled or altered due to the pandemic. 

While COVID-19 changed many things, Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church continues to flourish with our 
many and varied liturgies, organizations, activities, and opportunities for spiritual growth. OLV is truly a 
presence in the community, striving to become the most vibrant and welcoming faith community in the 

TOAST TO 

YEARS 

Diocese of Davenport. 

Get your commemorative 
pint glasses today! 

Available for Purchase at The Parish Office 
and Upcoming Events. 

$30 $50 
for a set of 4 for a set of 8. 
pint glasses. 
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Our Lady of Victory Parish FIRST CLASS 
U.S. POSTAGE4105 N. DIVISION ST. 

DAVENPORT, IA 52806 PAID 
XXXXXX 

<Sample A. Sample> 
<1234 Any Street> 
<Suite 1234> 
<Anytown, US 12345-6789> 
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MORE ONLINE AT OLVJFK.COM 

Upcoming Events 

July 15, 2022: S’More Fun 
6:30pm–8:30pm 

July 31, 2022: Food, Fun & Fellowship 
(55 and over) 12:00pm 

August 23, 2022: First Day of School 

August 27, 2022: Trivia Night (TBA) 

September 18, 2022: Parish 60th 
Anniversary Party: Outdoor Mass (1pm), 
Hog Roast, Live Music, Fireworks at Dusk 

December 4, 2022: Christmas Cantata 
& Reception (time TBD) 

See the enclosed insert for details on 
Follow us on Facebook, all upcoming Ignite Sundays Events. 
Instagram, YouTube & Twitter 

https://OLVJFK.COM



