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Dear Parishioner, 
 
I hope and pray that this letter finds you and your loved ones doing well. I am writing 
during this last week of the Easter season to share important news from Bishop 
Zinkula. 
 
On Friday, May 14th, Bishop Zinkula moved the diocese from Step 2 to Step 3 of the 
COVID-19 Protocols in the Diocese of Davenport reopening plan. The entire five-page 
document from the Diocese is available on the Diocesan website, but I wanted to 
provide a summary list of the most pertinent changes for parishioners along with what 
actions we will be taking here at Our Lady of Victory:    
 

 Those who have been vaccinated against COVID-19 do not have to wear a face 
mask or maintain social distance, in accordance with the new CDC guidelines 
given Thursday, May 13, 2021. This applies to all liturgies and all parish events. 
Therefore, individual groups in the parish can start meeting in person again. 
Please contact the parish office to reserve the necessary space at the parish. 
Face masks will still be available in the church for those individuals who 
need or want to wear a face mask.     

 Holy Water will be put back into the baptismal font and the other fonts in 
church. Bottles of Holy Water will still be available in the Gathering Space for 
you to use in your homes for the foreseeable future. 

 Altar servers will return to liturgies, and training for new altar servers will take 
place in June.  If an altar server is not vaccinated, they will be asked to wear a 
mask.  Please watch the bulletin for announcements about training. When this 
training happens, all former altar servers are welcome to attend a refresher on 
how to serve at the altar at OLV.  

 All music will be restored.  

 We will be using our regular hymnals for the celebration of Mass. The hymnals 
and pews will be disinfected after each liturgy. We will continue to provide a 
limited amount of worship aids in the church. 

 There will be an opening and closing procession at the beginning and end of 
every Mass. 

 Eucharistic ministers and lectors for each Mass are asked to join the presider in 
the gathering space for a prayer before the start of each Mass. This helps all of 
us to enter into the celebration of Mass, and helps to coordinate ministries.  

 The procession of gifts will be restored. Bread and wine will be brought 
forward without the offertory. For now, we will keep an offertory box in the 
back of the church; you are welcome to make your gifts there.  
 

-Over- 
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 We ask that you only hold hands with members of your household during the 
reciting of the Our Father. 

 The sign of peace will be restored, Bishop Zinkula asks that the sign of peace 
be limited to those in your household.      

 Eucharistic ministers will still wear facemasks for the foreseeable future, 
but there will no longer be face shields. 

 We ask parishioners to start coming up to receive the Eucharist in the front of 
the church. We will have six Eucharistic ministers located in the same spaces 
we used before the start of COVID-19. Please make sure that you give each 
other plenty of space in the lines. For those who are unable to come up to the 
front, please let a hospitality minister know, and the Eucharist will be brought 
to you. 

 The front pews in each section will remain arranged for social distancing.  The 
back chapel can also be used a place for parishioners to social distance as well.  

 The additional chairs at the back of the church will remain throughout the 
summer for those who want to social distance.  

 The Sacrament of Reconciliation will continue in the main body of the church 
until further notice. Confessions will move back to the confessional at some 
point this summer. 

 
I know that this is a lot of information. I ask that you please be patient with the 
volunteers and with each other as we implement these changes.  
 
Bishop Zinkula is still granting a dispensation to all the faithful who are unable to 
attend Mass. In his letter, the Bishop does not provide any timeline on when he will 
lift the dispensation. Please know that we will continue to offer a recorded weekend 
Mass through our parish website (www.olvjfk.com) and on COZI-TV. We will also 
continue to mail bulletins to those parishioners who request them.  
 
The Monday night Mass at 5:30pm will remain a Mass dedicated to those who need 
the extra precautions that have been in place since last year. Masks will be 
required at this Mass. This liturgy will continue to be offered through the entire of 
2021. 
 
There is much more to share, but again, this is all of the pertinent information that 
needs to be shared with you this week. If you have questions or concerns, please do 
not hesitate to contact the parish office. 
 
Our Lady of Victory, pray for us! 
 
Blessings and thanks,  
 
  
  


