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The Pastor’s Column 
 This edition of the Victory Voice is coming out 
earlier than it did last year.  As we look forward to 
the New Year, we wanted to share some information 
that will be helpful as we plan for the spring.  Life 
continues to be much different here at OLV, but it is 
the hope of the parish leadership that we can 
continue to focus on providing ministry in spite of the 
challenges.  Thank you very much for your flexibility 
as we adapt to the challenges, and thank you for your 
patience with the parish staff as we navigate the days 
to come.    
 It is my hope and prayer that these final days 
of 2020 are filled with blessings for you and your 
families as we round out the Advent season and 
prepare for Christmas.  Thank you to everyone who 
has emailed or called the office to make their 
reservation for a Christmas Eve or Christmas Day Mass.  
The schedule for this year's in-person Masses are as 
follows: 
  
Thursday, December 24th  Friday, December 25th 
3:00 PM          7:00 AM   
5:30 PM          9:00 AM 
8:00 PM          11:00 AM 
 
 If you have not yet reached out to the parish 
office, please email (davolv@diodav.org) or call the 
parish office (391-4245) to make a reservation for one 
of the six Masses.  When you email or call, please tell 
us the max number of people who will attend in your 
group, and a reservation will be made for that size.  
We will be taking reservations until 2:00PM on 
Wednesday, December 23.  You will be getting a 
confirmation via email or in the mail about your 
reservation.  Please bring that confirmation to the 
Mass you signed up for on Christmas Eve or Christmas 
Day.  We will not have room for those who do not sign
-up in advance, so please make your reservation.  As a 
reminder, you are not required to attend a Christmas 
Mass because of the on-going dispensation being given 

by Bishop Zinkula in light of the pandemic.  Christmas 
Mass will be available on the parish website 
(www.olvjfk.com) at 4:00PM on Christmas Eve, and 
the same Mass will be broadcast on COZI-TV on 
Christmas Day at 6:00AM and 8:00AM.   
 I am also happy to announce that our parish 
will continue to offer the weekly broadcast of our 
weekend Mass on COZI-TV after the first of the year.  
After talking with KWQC, they have offered us an 
extension of this broadcast until Easter Sunday, April 
4th, and we have agreed to  pay for this service in 
order to assist you, our parishioners, and the wider 
Catholic community here in the Quad Cities area.  The 
leadership of the parish believes that this extension 
will help us to navigate the coming three months of 
the pandemic.  The weekly cost of this Mass will go up 
slightly to around $425 per week, so the continued 
financial support of this liturgy is greatly appreciated.  
 After Easter Sunday, viewing Mass on COZI-TV 
will no longer be available.  However, our parish will 
continue to offer a recorded Mass through our 
website, www.olvjfk.com after Easter Sunday.  As we 
get closer to the end of the COZI-TV broadcast, we 
will help those parishioners who do not have internet 
to transition to another Mass that is offered through 
your cable or through a broadcast signal.  We know 
that the latter will be inconvenient for some of you, 
but our staff will work to make sure that you can 
watch a Mass until you feel comfortable and are able 
to return to a Sunday Mass. 
 If you need anything from the parish, please do 
not hesitate to let me or any member of the staff 
know.  We want to help and support parishioners as 
much as possible during these difficult days.   Please 
be assured of my continued thoughts and prayers for 
all of you.   
  
 Our Lady of Victory, pray for us!      
       
 

A note from Fr. Jake 
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Our Lady of Victory Foundation 
- Mike Lazio 

                                      

2020 – What a year! 

  
 2020 was certainly filled with many challenges.  Early in the year we were introduced to  
COVID-19.  April brought a hail storm that caused damage to many houses.  August's surprise was a 
derecho.  Perhaps for most though, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to remain the most significant 
phenomenon that impacts our lives.  We express our heartfelt sympathies to all families who lost a 
loved one, suffered or continue to cope with this virus.    
 
 The Foundation Board regrettably cancelled our annual Harvest Day Dinner in the interests of 
everyone's safety.  We missed you :(    Still we have much to be thankful for as we celebrated 
Thanksgiving virtually or with our families in person.  The Foundation Board and entire OLV parish 
thank you for your ongoing support of our mission!   
 
We all could use some welcome good news.   At my recent annual eye exam, I inquired with my 
ophthalmologist how his family in India was managing.  He immediately related how fotunate 
America is to have the wealth it does.  He said that is not possible in India because it is such a poor 
country.  Despite COVID-19's impact upon our lives and economy, our federal government can at least 
pump money into the economy to aid in our recovery, unlike India's.     
 
 One example of this is the CARES Act.  It provides opportunities for persons to increase 
deductions for charitable contributions on their 2020 tax return.  Individuals who take the standard 
deduction can deduct up to $300 of cash to most charities.  For those who itemize, the CARES Act 
lifts the limitations on cash charitable contribution deductions from 60% of adjusted gross income 
(AGI) to 100% for most charities.   
 
 Your Mary Ann Otte 300 Club is a logical recipient.  Why not take advantage of this “windfall” 
and donate it to the Foundation?  The 300 Club remains a vital component of the Foundation's 
ongoing support.  Taking the $300 above the line charitable deduction is a win/win option for you 
and the Foundation.  If you have questions about how to “cash in” on this tax opportunity, please 
contact Board member Bernie Mack at 563-340-8554.   
 
 We recognize this Advent & Christmas Season is full of adventure and many feelings of awe as 
we celebrate its wonder.  It is a busy time indeed.  COVID-19 continues to pose challenges to all of us 
but especially those who are on the front lines.  Many of us have continuous concerns how best to 
gather to celebrate with family and friends.  Nonetheless, we want all to share in the OLV 
Foundation's successes among the many joyous occasions we hope your family experiences.   
Everything we have is a gift from God.  As Fr. Jake shared in one of his wonderful daily reflections,  
 
 “We can always be generous because God will fully supply whatever we need in our lives.”   
 
 Let us rejoice and be glad as your youthful OLV Foundation strides into another phase of our 
growth as a community.   
  
 Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 
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 With the cancellation of the annual OLV CEWs (Christian Experience Weekends) originally 
scheduled for February, two alternative “Mini Retreats” will now be offered for the CEW community 
members: 
 
     Dates:      Sunday, February 7, 2021   (for CEW Women)  and      
                     Sunday, February 21,  2021   (for CEW Men) 
     Times:      2-5pm with a concluding Mass at 4 pm 
     Where:     Our Lady of Victory church pews 
     Safety:     Utilizing social distance seating & “no contact” policies 
 
     Purpose:  “Spiritual refueling” in the absence of CEW Weekends  
     Special Highlight:    30th Anniversary Tribute of CEW's at OLV 
     Livestream:   Available for those unable to attend 
                               
For Questions,  Contact CEW Directors:    
Tracy Ripslinger: Phone - (563) 940-7092    Email - tripslinger@gmail.com 
Aaron Gunnare:  Phone - (515) 971-4218    Email - aaron.gunnare@gmail.com 

 
“LEAD US ON” 2021 CEW MINI-RETREATS  
-Tracy Ripslinger 

Stewardship in Action- Rich Toohill 
- Monica Flathman 

 After a career in education, Rich Toohill wanted to stay active and involved with others. A 
chance conversation at a post-election party six years ago provided him that opportunity.  
 
 “I asked if I could sit down next to her, and it turned out to be Sister Mary Rehmann,” 
explained Toohill. Sr. Rehmann provided Toohill the number of the volunteer coordinator of the 
Humility Homes and Services, Inc. (HHSI) and encouraged him to call. Soon after, Toohill began to 
complete odd jobs for the ministry.  
 
 Toohill is no stranger to stewardship. “Rich Toohill is a terrific embodiment of stewardship 
through his ongoing efforts to share his time, talent, and treasure to help make our parish and 
community a more welcoming place,” said Chuck Gerlach who volunteers with Toohill on the Odd 
Jobs ministry. In addition to Odd Jobs, Toohill also heads up the Hunger Ministry which is currently 
working with Café on Vine to help provide meals to the needy.  
 
At HHSI his stewardship role has changed and expanded over the years he 
has served them. “About four years ago I began recycling,” said Toohill who 
picks up the HHSI recycling every two weeks. He also collects and processes 
scrap metal for the group. Last summer when one of the maintenance 
people left, he cut grass and trimmed bushes. There are many opportunities 
to serve safely at HHSI, he explained, such as sorting clothing for the bi-
weekly sale open by appointment only. Volunteers practice social distancing 
and wear masks. 
 
 “I’m staying engaged with people. Most people are positive, and it’s 
for a good cause. It’s a positive place for people,” said Toohill, adding, “We 
aren’t directly involved with the clients but we’re still supporting them.” 
 
 Modeling stewardship to the younger generation, Toohill often 
includes his grandson on church related projects. “His Catholic faith is an 
important guiding principle, but it is his willingness to put his faith to action 
that makes him such a valuable member of our parish community,” said 
Gerlach. 
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Happy New Year! 
 
 The Church year ends in November with the Feast of Christ the King, and begins anew on the 
first Sunday of Advent. So happy Advent as well! Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of 
Jesus Christ. We’re used to thinking of Advent in terms of Jesus coming at Christmas – the 
celebration of the historical Incarnation and birth of Jesus is what Advent leads to directly. This is 
one of my favorite times of year. Winter hasn’t lost its novelty so snow still seems wonderful. There 
are twinkling lights, jingling bells, cheerful music, hot beverages, and let’s not forget the cookies. So 
many cookies! The days are the shortest of the year, but by the time Christmas has come and gone 
they’ll be lengthening again – for the celebration is timed to coincide with the three darkest days of 
the year – in our darkest moments, Jesus arrives to bring new light, life, and hope.  
 
 Perhaps we also think of Advent as a time of Jesus coming in a renewed way into our hearts 
and lives. “Prepare the way,” one of the resounding cries of the prophets that we’ll hear during 
Advent, seems to speak to us now, not just to a people who lived 2,000 years ago. God wants us to 
repent and turn back to Him with all our hearts. He wants this of us right now because He loves us – 
we shouldn’t see Him as someone principally interested in the events of history. This is often 
tempting to do. We see the dramatic events and miracles of the Old Testament and they seem so 
distant and far removed from us. Even the Jews writing in the later Old Testament, like Isaiah, seem 
to see God as being present to their ancestors, but not to them. They long to see His wonderful 
works in their own lives. And then Jesus comes, and it’s as if a new age of miracles begins! Yet to us, 
even this age appears to have passed. Two thousand years is a long time. Where are the big miracles, 
the dramatic happenings? They’re still happening in the hearts of those who encounter Jesus Christ – 
whether for the first time, or in an act of continual renewal and repentance. This is what God invites 
us to in the Advent season. The coming of Jesus didn’t seem like a big deal to many – what matters a 
poor boy born in a stable in a cave? Yet it was truly the first in a cascade of events by which God 
changed the world, and is still changing it. It’s only when we look back on it that we see it’s true 
significance, and that’s often the case in the great spiritual conversions of our own lives. 
 
 There’s one more preparation which we must undertake in Advent. If 2,000 years feels like a 
long way back, and very distant and removed from us, how much longer does it feel like for those 
who have been waiting for Jesus Christ to return? It’s a long time ago, it’s a longer time to wait. How 
much longer, O Lord, must we wait for you? Both the end of the Church year in November, and 
Advent, serve as a reminder, if any is needed, that the Jesus is coming again. Soon. Are you ready? 
This year has been one of incredible trials and tribulations which have been unprecedented in our 
lives. Jesus tells us not to be afraid when we hear of wars and plagues, such things must happen 
before He returns (Luke 21:9-11). But we’ve been afraid. Jesus tells us to take courage, He has 
conquered the world (Jn 16:33). But we’ve locked ourselves away. The letter to the Hebrews tells us 
that we have this hope in God’s promises, in Jesus’ return, in the resurrection of the dead, and the 
restoration of the Kingdom of God, as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure (6:19). But we have 
been tossed about by the winds and the waves. We do 
not feel firm and secure. We have, perhaps, lost our 
vision of this hope in an incredibly difficult year. So this 
Advent, let us lift our eyes to the horizon and look for 
the coming of Jesus Christ.  
 
 Let us prepare the way for Him not just in the 
past. Not just in this moment. Let us prepare for His 
return with power and glory to save this world – for He is 
coming soon. Let us remember that we do have this hope 
in God, and no longer allow the storms of the world to 
toss us about or tear us apart. Fix your eyes upon Jesus, 
and let everything else fade away. 
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 As the winter season approaches I am reflecting back on this past growing season. My niece 
with special needs and her family operate a greenhouse business which sells flowers and plants in 
the spring as well as vegetables all summer long. This past year was their highest sales ever. It 
seems people were spending more time at home and looking to do some gardening, something they 
had perhaps not done in the past. Hopefully their customers experienced wonderful growing seasons 
and beautiful results and will want to continue these new hobbies next year. 
 
 The days of the pandemic have found many of us developing new hobbies and habits due to a 
change in our schedules and social activities. So a good question to ask ourselves: How are we using 
this opportunity to grow our faith and develop healthy spiritual habits and family traditions? How 
are we using this time to thrive in our faith formation? 
 
 The new liturgical year began November 29, the first Sunday of Advent. Great time for new 
beginnings. There are many Advent traditions to experience as a family: having an advent wreath, 
creating a jesse tree or celebrating the special feast days during this month.  Families at JFK and 
Faith Formation received Advent Trivia Cards. Have you developed a fun way for your family to use 
these? (We do have extra available if you didn’t receive these and would like to share with perhaps 
your grandchildren or other family members. Please contact the rectory or faith formation office.) 
 
 Which of your Christmas traditions are helping your family to grow their faith? Many families 
have a birthday cake for Baby Jesus to remind us of the reason for the season.  A nativity scene 
helps us remember the story of Jesus’ birth.  There are many songs and stories that celebrate the 
events of that special night. Does  your family have some favorites? 
 
 Moving into a new year provides a great time to grow spiritually. A daily devotional is a 
wonderful tool to develop our daily prayer life. Perhaps a good Christmas gift for family members. 
Consider new family traditions for the year.  Some families say a Rosary in the car as they head out 
on a trip. Is there a book of the Bible to read and study as a family this year, a chapter at a time? 
Are there Corporal or Spiritual Works of Mercy you can decide to focus on?  
 
 God has gifted us with time, talent and treasure. Let us consider how we are using these gifts 
to grow our faith. Let’s choose some hobbies and habits that will yield us a spiritual harvest that has 
everlasting rewards. 

 
 
     
 As we approach a New Year, we KNOW that 2021 has to be better than 2020. Your Parish Nurse 
ministry team will be continuing with a new session of GriefShare starting sometime in the first 
quarter of the new year.  Please watch the bulletin for updates and information about this program. 
We highly recommend this program to anyone that has suffered a loss and is still struggling with that 
loss. 
    Another service we are providing is Nourish, our monthly caregiver support group. It is held 
virtually on the third Thursday  of every month from 1PM to 2:15PM or so (check the bulletin for 
topics). Anyone that is a caregiver is welcome to join us. We will remain online until the risk of 
infection from COVID is much lower. 
     At this time, we are not providing blood pressure checks after Masses, but if you have a need and 
cannot get into your health provider’s office, please call the parish office 
at 563-391-4245, they will inform the parish nurse team. We will contact 
you and make an appointment to safely meet you at church. 
    We hope you all are enjoying our Cozy Corner talks after Mass on COZI 
TV. We look forward to the new year with hope and anticipation of the 
world wide distribution of the vaccine for COVID. If you are offered this 
vaccine, please take it. At least 70% of us, need to have the vaccine to 
protect everyone. Have a safe, joyous Christmas season.  

Health Ministry Updates 
-Char McGovern 
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 Now, more than ever, each one of us, need to find the bright side of COVID. Here are some 
suggestions on how to see the bright side of the pandemic and what you can do for yourself to make 
you feel better. Any negative feelings you have from sadness to irritability to lack of motivation can 
be changed if you take charge and pay attention to your every day behaviors.  
 
   Boost your energy and lift your mood by having a bedtime routine, getting 7-9 hours of sleep at 
night, eating a nutritious diet and just walking for 12 minutes a day, can improve your physical being 
and your brain health. 
 
    Feel better instantly by NOT WATCHING THE NEWS for more than one hour per day. 
Did you know that taking a cooking class or cooking a favorite dish can make you feel more relaxed 
and less stressed out? You cannot focus on a recipe if you are having negative thoughts. Plus, cooking 
can increase your concentration and lift your self esteem, especially after making a new recipe. You 
can connect with neighbors or family by dropping off some of the goodies you cook or bake. Put them 
in a bag and set them on their doorstep-no contact, but a way to reach out to neighbors, friends and 
family members. 
 
    Connecting with others helps improve your loneliness, or sadness. Reach out with a phone call, 
arrange a video meeting with your parents, old friends, or someone you have not "seen" this year. I 
know my grandchildren love to get letters via snail mail. It is something we do not often think about 
but you feel better and you make them feel better, too. 
 
    When you are sad, cultivate happiness by making new traditions, such as you might set aside 
Sunday nights for self-care. Doing something that makes just you feel good like a hobby-playing your 
guitar, scrap booking, reading, giving yourself a facial or going for a walk or run. 
 
    To socialize, make Friday nights your family movie night and watch the same movie with your 
family, even when you are in different houses. You can also organize a midweek video call with old 
friends to check in with them. 
 
    Lastly, one thing we all forget when we are out of sorts is a simple "thank you". You can thank 
the person who puts your groceries in your trunk, your partner when they bring you a cup of coffee 
or tea when you did not ask for it, delivery people as they drop off packages on your 
doorstep,  yourself when you finish cleaning that closet or finish a project that you have been 
working on.  Thank God that you can do any or all of the above items; even thanking Him for letting 
you get a good night’s sleep or that you can climb out of bed each morning. We need to recognize 
the little things that brighten our days, embrace them and share those ideas with others. 

Is there a BRIGHT side  to the COVID Pandemic? 
-Char McGovern 

Don’t forget to stop by the Parish office and pick up your Victory Voucher gift cards before you head 
out shopping.  Ordering online this year...pick up gift cards from Amazon, Walmart or JC Penney.   
 
Skip the cold weather and holiday crowds–take care of those last-minute gifts right 
from home! Choose their favorite retailer and send an eGift right to their inbox. It’s 
like having your very own personal elf!   Use the RaiseRight® mobile app to shop more 
than 750 top brands using gift cards—right from your phone.    
 
If you have any questions, please contact Elaine Kopf at www.victoryvoucher.com 

Victory Vouchers 
-Elaine Kopf 
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Seminary Formation during a Pandemic 
-Dane Dickinson, Seminarian 

 I don’t think that anyone would deny that the year 2020 has come 
with a number of unexpected challenges, or as a result, with an 
unexpected number of hardships.  We have been forced to rethink the 
way we approach many things, from how we work and shop, to how we 
send our children back to school safely, and even visit with family safely, 
especially those who are most vulnerable.  This reimagining has not been 
limited to fathers and mothers making decisions for themselves and their 
families, or young adults venturing out for the first time, trying to discern 
whether the promises of college are worth the risk, but it also has also 
affected how we live our lives in Christ, and how those of us who have 
been entrusted with aiding in the development of this universal call to 
holiness do so.  Priests and parish staff must modify the ways in which 
they interact with those whom they are called to serve.  This could mean 

that confessions must be heard in wide open spaces.  This could mean that hospital visits are no 
longer allowed.  This does mean that ministering to those who are most vulnerable looks much 
different. Youth groups are meeting online, and in some places, zoom has become the preferred 
venue for religious education. 
 
 In the seminary life has changed too.  In a normal year seminary formation is designed to be an 
integrated process that molds all areas of a man’s life.  It is designed to academically form the man, 
giving him a deeper understanding of what we believe, as well as how those beliefs were developed, 
and how the Church remains true to the things we believe while responding to the changing world we 
live in today.  The man is formed on a human level, helping him to grow to be a better person.  This 
can mean anything from the development of inter-personal skills like proper table manners, how to 
carry on a conversation, and learning how to develop heathy friendships, to the development of 
proper diet and exercise practices, or heathy hobbies.  A man is formed spiritually, meeting with a 
spiritual director every two weeks, spending time in daily prayer, and frequently seeking out the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  Finally, the man is given opportunities to develop pastorally.  These 
opportunities come both in everyday interactions with brother seminarians, and formally by way of 
parish internships and pastoral ministry within a parish on a weekly basis.  Obviously, in 2020 the 
methods for facilitating this growth had to change.   
 
 For the sake of the length of this article I will refrain from boring you with all of the details, 
but I would like to offer my own reflection on the impact that 2020 has had on seminary formation.  
This has been an opportunity for me to grow in faith for sure, but specifically in the way which I trust 
our Lord.  I am reminded that when I can’t attend face-to-face religious ed or RCIA programs in my 
teaching parish like I want to, that this could be because our Lord wants to invite me to focus more 
time and effort of developing a stronger community among my brother seminarians.  When I cannot 
return to campus to conclude the academic semester, it would seem that I am being invited to 
experience a glimpse of life at an unfamiliar parish within our own diocese while completing 
academic courses online.  This Advent I am reading Mother Theresa: In the Shadow of Our Lady by 
Joseph Langford, MC, and learning of the trust that Mother had in Jesus through the intercession of 
Our Lady.  In her own life Mother considered her own relationship with Mary similar to that of Juan 
Diego, the famous saint to whom Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared.  When Juan Diego told Our Lady 
of his own unworthiness she responded, “My littlest son, let nothing frighten or grieve you.  Let not 
your heart be disturbed… Am I not here, I who am your Mother? Are you not in my shadow, under my 
protection?... What else do you wish?” Through the words of Our Lady I am reminded that even when 
I don’t get my way and things aren’t going according to my plans, I need only to trust in the Lord, 
following what He desires of my life, and He will provide for my needs.  
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe: Pray for us! 
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Start E-Giving Today 
-Judy Johnson 

3 Ways to Give 
 Enroll at www.olvjfk.com 

 Download GIVE+ for a mobile device from Google or the App 
Store 

 Text amount you wish to contribute to 563-214-0338 

 

Easy  ●  Convenient  ●  Secure 
Need help?  Contact the parish office at 563-391-4245 to set up 

authorization. 

OLV's Social Action/Christian Service Ministry is holding a new or gently used blanket drive for the 
homeless of Davenport. We will also be accepting new hats and gloves.     

This event will be held on Saturday, December 19th from 1:00PM-4:00PM in front of the Parish 
Center.  Please stay in your car and pop your trunk.  We will have volunteers in PPE come out to 
your car and retrieve your donations.   

All items will be delivered by December 21st to Humility Homes and Services homeless shelter and 
McAnthony's window. Let us give humbly and generously to the least of our neighbors. We wish you 
all a joyful Christmas and a Happy New Year.  

Drive up/Drop off Blanket Drive 
-Char McGovern 


