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The Pastor’s Column 
      
 I hope and pray that this edition of the Victory 
Voice finds you and your family doing well during 
these winter days.  As I have mentioned in my bulletin 
articles, I have been praying for an end to the winter 
weather, but I am convinced that there are children 
out there that are getting their prayers 
answered.  Please join me in continuing to pray for 
the safety and protection of all of parishioners during 
the remaining days of winter.  Spring will come! 
 
 As winter moves along, Lent comes closer and 
closer.  Lent is a special time for renewal, 
rededication, and for conversion.  Our parish will have 
many special events again this year, so I want to 
present them for you to prayerfully consider over the 
next month in preparation for this holy 
season.  Furthermore, Lent is forty days, so if you are 
busy during a period of Lent, please do not 
worry.  There will be many opportunities throughout 
this season for your to participate in parish activities. 
 
 Our Lady of Victory, please pray that all of us 
have a safe winter and blessed beginning to the 
Lenten season! 

February 
 Pre-Lent Parish Mission February 23-25 
 Ash Wednesday, February 26, Masses at 7:00AM, 

8:15AM and 6:00PM 

 Confessions, February 27, 5:00PM-7:00PM 
 Stations of the Cross, February 28, 6:00PM 
 Adults with Disabilities Retreat, February 29 
 
March 
 Confessions, March 5, 5:00PM-7:00PM 
 Stations of the Cross, March 6, 6:00PM 
 The Experience Parish Mission, March 8-10 
 Communal Penance at Our Lady of Lourdes, 

Bettendorf, March 10, 6:30PM 
 Confessions, March 12, 5:00PM-7:00PM 
 Stations of the Cross, March 13, 6:00PM 
 Communal Penance at Sacred Heart Cathedral, 

Davenport, March 15, 3:00PM 
 Confessions, March 19, 5:00PM-7:00PM 
 Stations of the Cross, March 20, 6:00PM 
 Walking Towards Eternity Adult Bible Study Begins, 

March 22, 4:00PM 
 Confessions, March 26, 5:00PM-7:00PM 
 Stations of the Cross, March 27, 6:00PM 
 Walking Towards Eternity Adult Bible Study, March 

29, 4:00PM 
 
April 
 Confessions, April 2, 5:00PM-7:00PM 
 Stations of the Cross, April 3, 6:00PM 
 Palm Sunday, April 4-5 
 Holy Thursday, April 9, 7:00PM 
 Good Friday, April 10, 3:00PM and 7:00PM 
 Easter Vigil, April 11, 8:30PM 
 Easter Sunday, April 12, 7:00AM, 9:00AM, and 

11:00AM 
 

A note from Fr. Jake 
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Happy 30
th

 

Birthday  

OLV FOUndation!  

-Mike Lazio 
 

 
 
 
In December 1989, our parish created the Our Lady of Victory Foundation.  Four original members of the Board of  
Directors still serve to help manage this charity's mission.  All our pastors have pledged 100% support to the Foundation.  
For 30 years numerous others have volunteered their time, talent and treasure to help monitor the growth and fiduciary 
responsibilities of this wonderful organization.  We have been blessed by professional oversight of your gifts and  
investments.  Rest assured ye merry OLV'ers, your money has been and continues to be managed by a group with  
impeccable trust.  Thus, OLV has profited immensely by a return of over $250,000 in earnings to assist OLV as it strives 
towards its various goals as a vibrant parish.    
 
Perhaps most importantly, parishioners and friends have contributed to the initial and continuous growth of its funds.  
From its meager beginnings, this embryonic Foundation quietly progressed towards its first $100,000 goal.  We  
purposefully did not “touch” our investments until we reached that worthwhile goal.  That way, the Foundations’s funds 
were assured of growing into a healthier return vehicle for the parish.  Note, the commitment to never infringe upon the 
gifts but only “return” earnings from our investments to the parish has been and continues to be honored.   
 
At some point, the Board decided to include monthly envelopes with regular OLV envelopes to plant more seeds of  
awareness to our long range goals.  Fast forward to 2013, when the Board established various contribution levels,  
including the highly successful 300 Club concept.  The premise of 300 parishioners each contributing $300 annually to the 
Foundation made a $1 million goal seem more readily attainable.  Today, we have 114 member/families who carry on this 
expanding tradition.  More recently, a tremendously successful capital campaign met its goal early for several reasons; 
because of the faith our donors, their beliefs in the importance of passing on our Catholic religion and many other  
personal convictions.  We felt it possible to reach the $1 million milestone by January 1, 2020.  However, YOUR trust in 
the Foundation allowed OLV to surpass this goal by July 2019!   Again, we are truly blessed. 
 
As demonstrated by this graph, the Foundation's growth has spiked over the last few years.  From a fledgling Foundation 
in 1989, we gradually exceeded $100,000; then $250,000; ½ million and finally $1 million.  We want to express our most 
grateful appreciation to all who have contributed to our first $1 million benchmark.  Now we confidently know that our 
next $1 will be achieved in much less than our first 30th years. 

    
 

 
We recognize this Advent & Christmas Season is full of adventure and many feelings of awe as we celebrate its wonder.   
It is a busy time indeed.  We want all to share in the OLV Foundation's 30th birthday among the many joyous occasions we 
hope your family enjoys.  Everything we have is a gift from God.  Let us rejoice and be glad as this youthful Foundation 
enters its prime.  Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and Happy 30th Birthday!  
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Making a Difference through Care Packages 
By Kathy Peterson 

 
 

Each semester, Our Lady of Victory sends care packages to our parish college students that sign up to receive them.  
College is a very stressful, demanding and difficult time for students.  These care packages and your prayers make a 
difference.   
 
The students that receive these care packages often post photos of the care packages on social media and express their 
gratitude and excitement.  Some will verbally express their thanks when home from college and others send us written 
notes.  Unfortunately, we do not have access to most of the social media posts, but we hear about them.   
Here are some recent expressions of how these care packages impact our students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
               Thanks to all of you we can make a difference … one care package at a time!  

New Decade Brings Change 

To be the “most welcoming and vibrant Parish,”  
the OLV Staff felt that changes were needed to 
update the Rectory, and its offices.  We moved the 
Parish office from the west side of the building 
(closest to Division St), to the east side of the 
Rectory (closest to the OLV parking lot).  By 
moving the office, we are able to better utilize the 
“conference room” space while creating a larger, 
more welcoming, and open Parish Office.  The 
“old” office will now be used for a staff 
breakroom, storage, house the copier/printer, and 
other computer equipment.   
 
If you haven’t yet, stop in, say hi and check out 
the new space! 

New Office 
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A Parish Mission 
Sponsored by 
Our Lady of Victory Parish 
Davenport, IA 

Sunday: 3:00pm-4:30pm 

Mon & Tue: 7:00pm-8:30pm  

Letting God Find Me 
A Mission for Becoming Aware 

 
Deacon Allen Tatara takes us on a journey to become aware of God’s presence in the everyday. Come join 

us for three spiritually uplifting evenings filled with praise, song, laughter and tears. Grow closer to the 

Lord by becoming aware of his presence, tackling the obstacles that block our spiritual connection and 

discovering more meaningful ways to pray. 

Deacon Allen Tatara is a dynamic preacher, storyteller, 
author, blogger, musician and evangelizer.  He has done 
missions and retreat days at different parishes around the 
country.  Learn more at deaconallen.com 

Sunday, February 23 
Finding God in the Everyday 

(or Allowing God to Find Me) 
Where did you discover God’s 
presence today? This inspiring 
evening will show you ways to 
live every day with a greater 
awareness of God’s presence and 
love amid the ordinariness of 
daily life. 

Monday, February 24 
Avoiding Life’s Obstacles 
to Grow Closer to Christ 
Sometimes there are invisible 
barriers that create distance be-
tween us and God. This evening 
will focus on how we can over-
come these obstacles in order to 
become more aware of God’s 
presence  

Tuesday, February 25 
Love Worth Finding:  
Discovering Your Prayer  
Personality 
This evening will help us embrace 
God’s presence by opening our eyes 
to various forms of prayer. Complete 
a simple questionnaire and discover 
which prayer form may work best for 
your personality. 
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JOHN F. KENNEDY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
GUARDIAN ANGEL PRESCHOOL 

- Chad Steimle 

Hands Only CPR and Stop the Bleed Coming Soon 
-Char McGovern 
 
February 8th may be the day that you learn how to save a life...a life of a loved one or friend that has a sudden cardiac 
event. Please join the Health Ministry team for training for hands only CPR and Stop the Bleed being instructed by an 
area EMT. This will be held in the Gathering Space meeting room from 9am-12pm on Saturday, Feb. 8th. You will also 
learn about the AED; there is one in the Gathering Space, the parish center and at JFK school. Stop the Bleed is learning 
how to apply a tourniquet in case of a severe injury. We have a kit in the Nurses room in church. There is no charge for 
this training. Please call the rectory at 391-4245 to sign up for the Hands Only CPR and Stop the Bleed Training. 
 
 

Kindergarten Informational Session and Round-up 
Kindergarten Informational Sessions and Round-up are right around the corner.  Parents will have an informational 
session, and students will get to be kindergartners for the “day.”  Find out how the difference in us will make a 
difference in your child’s education.  Please call the school office ahead of time, (563) 391-3030, so we can have a more 
personalized experience prepared for your child.   
 
Feb 6:  7:30 – 9:00 a.m. in the Parish Center, or 
Feb 6:  6-7:30 p.m. in the JFK Cafeteria 

 
Preschool and Daycare Registration 
Three, four, and five year old preschool and daycare registration for OLV parishioners and current JFK families begins 
February 3rd at 7:30 a.m.  Open registration begins on February 6th.  Morning spots go fast so don’t delay registering your 
child.   
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Walking Toward Eternity: Daring to Walk the Walk  
-Jennifer Wemhoff 

-Evan Brankin 

Is it time for a change? Walking Toward Eternity is an inspiring series designed to help you live your faith more fully by 
developing and nurturing characteristics that are essential to the Christian life. Through daily prayer and meditation with 
Scripture, you will be drawn into an intimate and life-changing encounter with Christ.  
 
As you prayerfully reflect on God’s Word, you will begin to hear the subtle ways God is speaking to you, and you will be 
challenged to set aside those things in your life that keep you from growing closer to him. By putting the fruits of your 
study into practice, you will be able to make real changes in your life, changes that will make you more like the person 
God created you to be. Daring to Walk the Walk, the first series of Walking 
Toward Eternity, introduces seven key virtues (love, forgiveness, humility, 
prayerfulness, faithfulness, sacrifice, and thankfulness) and outlines practical 
steps for living them out in your life. 
 
Join us for Walking Toward Eternity beginning Sunday, March 22 from 4:00-
5:30pm in the Gathering Space Meeting Room and continuing every Sunday until 
May 18. For more information or to register for the study, call Jennifer at 563-
391-8384 or via email: davolvrek6@diodav.org  Cost of the journal is $17.   
 

On January 12th, dozens of our 8th grade confirmation candidates and their sponsors and parents gathered in the JFK 
cafeteria following the 9 am mass for coffee, donuts, juice, and service. Our annual sponsor service day brought together 
young and old to help in small service projects while building their relationships. On the agenda this time? Making dog 
treats and cat toys for local animal shelters, stuffing socks with toiletries for giving to the homeless shelters, and 
repurposing used plastic grocery bags into “plarn” (plastic yarn) for crocheting into mats for those sleeping on the ground 
at night. For a couple hours, the cafeteria hummed with activity and conversation as groups cut and tied plastic strips 
together, stirred peanut butter and oats into pellets for dogs, and stuffed tube socks with all manner of toiletries (but 
not tooth brushing timers!). We organize this event each year because as disciples of Jesus Christ we value people and 
animals. God created each human person in His own likeness, with particular dignity and value. Jesus Christ in His 
lifetime showed a constant sense of compassion for people, particularly those who were poor, suffering, oppressed, or 
marginalized.  
 
As Christians we must get to the point where we serve because in the suffering of others we see the suffering of our 
beloved Jesus. When we see their pain, we must feel their pain. But rarely do we start here. Where do we start? 
Hopefully we start in our families and with our friends, being shown how to serve through small actions like those we 
took that weekend. We may not start with hearts bleeding with love, but we can take our first steps in that direction at 
any time, especially if we have good people to guide us.  
 
We are here to serve others, but we’re also providing an opportunity for our young Christians to better their relationships 
with their sponsors – those mentors who are supposed to be present to walk with them on their journey of discipleship. 
When I was being confirmed, I barely spoke with my sponsor beforehand. I picked my godfather because he was my 
godfather, not because of a strong relationship between us or because he had an exemplary faith. I want better for our 
Confirmandi at OLV. I want them to have powerful relationships with adults in their lives who can share their faith with 
them, and walk with them on the path.  So we offer opportunities like this, and will look for other ways to help our 
Confirmandi build relationships with mentors and sponsors throughout the parish community.  

What can you do to help? Pray for our young people! Get to know 
the families with teens you see in the pews at mass. Invite them 
to join you in ministry and see how you serve! Continue to be 
that witness of compassion for the next generation, and show  
them the dignity that God has bestowed on every human being. 

mailto:davolvrek6@diodav.org
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The 99 Experience—A Parish Mission Opportunity: March 8th, 9th &10th 
“The Church Isn’t a Museum for Saints, It Is a Hospital for Sinners” 
  
From Mark Hart (one of the authors or The 99):   
 

 “I’m so excited about this new initiative called ‘The 99.’ It really is designed to help not just a person 

or a family but an entire parish: To engage those who have left the Church, to re -engage those who come but 

might need to go deeper, or to re-establish a deep relationship with the Lord and with the parish.  

 It is designed for people of all ages to hear - or re-hear - the basics of the Gospel message. But, more 

importantly, to be able to process and pray about how God has been reaching out to them in their life and how 

He seeks to be in a relationship with them again.  

 Evangelization is indeed about going out to all the nations, but the first step of evangelization is in your 

own life. Now, I know this is difficult. It is difficult to reach out to friends, family, or coworkers who have 

fallen away. We might feel as though this makes us ‘self-righteous’ or ‘preachy.’ We might second-guess 

ourselves or feel awkward or ashamed by the recent scandals in the Church. But our call is not to remain silent. 

Our call is to evangelize those who are in our immediate circle who God puts in our lives. The end of the Gospel 

proclaims it is our mission to go out and baptize the nations yes, but that begins one step at a time, one 

relationship at a time, and “the 99” is really just built to help us figure that out. God put those in our lives 

around us for a reason and they are the ones that God seeks to engage through us. If we do not engage those 

closest to us, how is the Church as a larger entity going to do so?  

 Evangelization is really not as complicated as we make it. It ’s showing those souls that God puts in our 

lives that we care about them and we care about their ultimate joy, their eternal happiness. We are to become 

a living witness to the joy and the glory and the love and the mercy of God. That ’s the challenge of 

evangelization. We should first draw near to God, then step out of our own comfort zones, and then, last and 

most important, trust the Holy Spirit to fill in the gaps.” 

 

 
Join us for the The 99 Experience, a springboard for deepening our faith as we grow in identity, 
purpose, and community.  At these powerful mission nights, our parish will come together to learn:   
 The answer to the brokenness we experience in our lives 

 How to acknowledge and desire God’s love 

 How to live a life in community lead by the Holy Spirit 
 
This parish mission will take place over 3 nights:   Sunday March 8-Tuesday March 10 from 6:30-8:00 in the Gathering 
Space at church.  Each evening will include 3 short videos and small group discussion and prayer.  Each evening is 
different, so you are encouraged to attend all three nights.  For questions please call or email Jennifer at 563-391-8384 or 
davolvrek6@diodav.org  

 

mailto:davolvrek6@diodav.org
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Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church is a 
community that lives and shares the 
preaching, teaching, and healing of Christ.” 
 

BINGO...FUNd raising event for Wellness 
Scholarship 

 
On Saturday, March 1st, the Wellness Ministry will hold a family friendly 
game of BINGO in the Parish Center from 4-6pm. Bingo cards are $5 -$10, 
there will be raffle prizes and prizes for Bingo! Bring your families, have 
some fun, raise some FUNds and join in fellowship with your OLV family. This 
event will help to raise funds for our Health Scholarship Award.    
 
Each year, the Wellness Ministry selects one Our Lady of Victory student 
going into, or already enrolled in a health/
medical related field (must be a member) to 
receive the scholarship.   Examples are: 
nursing, physician, chiropractor, therapies: 
music therapy, occupational therapy, 
physical theraoy, imaging-XRay, CT, 
Ultrasound, Nuclear Medicine, medical 
assistant, EMT.  
 
Applications for the scholarship are 
available in the Parish Office and are due 
back by March 13th. The Wellness Ministry 
team will select one recipient for this $500 
Scholarship  The winner will be notified in 
May. Please encourage your students to 
apply.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Ann Marie at 512-626-2293.  

Christian Service/Social Action 
The Christian Service/Social Action Committee serves two purposes: 

 To address social justice, which concerns the social, political, and economic aspects, and structural dimension of 
problems and their respective solution (Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church) 

 To provide charitable works, which are our responses to immediate needs and specific solutions: feeding the poor, 
clothing the naked, caring for and healing the sick, visiting those in prison, etc. (Deus Caritas Est. no 31.)  

 
We sponsor Food, Fun & Fellowship, Ethical Trade, have a Lenten project - collecting items for poor and homeless; 
Pantry Sunday (these are the parts of the charitable works of The Two Feet of Love), and much more. The Christian 
Service/Social Action Committee has introduced the parish to the Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teachings, and 
brought in experts in homelessness to inform us of what is being done to help the homeless in our community.   
Future plans include: 

 Discussions of Human Dignity 

 Solidarity 

 Family and Community 

 Rights and Responsibilities 

 Care of God’s Creation 

 Rights of Workers.  
 
 

Pope Francis stated that we have to build bridges to overcome social and economic injustices.  Bridges can overcome 
exclusion, indifference, racism and intolerance.  In Francis' call to build bridges that overcome societal and economic 
injustices, it's important to note that those bridges need to be built on the solid foundation of Catholic social teaching.   
It is essential for everyone to make a firm commitment to learn about, pray over, and live out Catholic social teaching. 

Then the essential bridges between peoples and individuals Pope Francis is calling us to construct will be built on solid 
rock like that of the wise man in the Gospel whom Jesus praises for building his house on firm ground, so that when the 
storms came, the house stood strong. 
 
When we courageously stand with the poor and vulnerable, Pope Francis states, the evil one together with the violent 
forces of "the world" will mount a powerful storm against us. But if we are anchored firmly in the Gospel, and Gospel-
based Catholic social teaching, we too will stand strong within the invincible armor of God!  


