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The Pastor’s Column 
        I hope and pray that this issue of the Victory 
Voice finds all parishioners doing well during these  
mid-summer days.  I want to use this article to introduce 
the newest member of OLV, Fr. Fortunatus Rwehikiza.  
Fr. Fortunatus has spent the last four years completing 
studies at St. Ambrose University.  He graduated in May 
with his BS in Computer Networking and Systems 
Administration and MS in Information Technology 
Management.  Fr. Fortunatus is now going  to be working 
for the next year gaining some practical knowledge 
before returning to his home country of Tanzania.  While 
completing this additional training, he will be living in 
the rectory and assisting with ministry at OLV.  Fr. 
Fortunatus moved into the rectory at the beginning of 
the month, so you have probably seen him around 
campus.  Fr. Fortunatus did not want any formal 
welcoming event, but he said that he will be around at 
weekend Masses meeting parishioners over the coming 
weeks.   
 
 Fr. Fortunatus provided some additional 
biographical details to me, so I am sharing them with you 
as he begins his ministry here at OLV.  He wrote the 
following: 
 

I am a Catholic priest from the 
diocese of Rulenge-Ngara in Tanzania, 
East Africa.  I grew up in Tanzania. I 
am from a family of six children. I 
have one sister and four brothers.  I 
am the youngest of my family.  One of 
my older brothers is also a priest of 
the diocese of Rulege-Ngara, and his 
name of Fr. Severine.  He is currently 
finishing up studies in Rome, and we 
will both be returning to Tanzania in 
2020.  The rest of my siblings have 
families, and they live in different 

parts of Tanzania.  My parents are both deceased. 
 I completed all of my seminary studies in 
Tanzania. I was ordained a priest on July 12, 2013.  

After my ordination, my Bishop assigned me to teach in 
the minor seminary in my home diocese.  After one year 
of teaching, I was blessed by God to receive a 
scholarship to study at St. Ambrose University in 
Davenport Iowa.   
I began my studies at St. Ambrose on August 20, 2014, 
and I recently finished my course of study.  However, 
the additional experiences that I will receive over the 
coming year will greatly help me in the field of 
Information Technology but also in my life as a priest. 
 
These are a few of my interests:  
 ministry prayer 
 spiritual readings  
 church music.   
 
 I also like to work with different types of 
technology. In addition to that, I like playing volleyball 
and ping-pong as well as watching American football, 
basketball, and soccer. 
  
 I am looking forward to living and serving here 
at OLV.  Please be assured of my prayers for all of you! 
  
 I have been blessed to get to know Fr. Fortunatus 
over the last three years that I have served here at OLV, 
and I know that many of you will enjoy Fr. Fortunatus' 
joyful presence over the coming year.  Therefore, please 
join me in welcoming Fr. Fortunatus Rwehikiza to OLV as 
you see him in the coming days.   
   
 Have a blessed rest of your summer, and we ask, 
as we always do... 
 
 Our Lady of Victory, pray for us!   
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OLV Ministry Fair 
Judy Johnson 

 
 

OLV Ministry Fair… 
      Building God’s Kingdom 
 
Saturday, October 19, 2019: after 

the 4:30 Mass until 6:00 PM 
 

Sunday, October 20, 2019: 7:30 
AM until 1:00 PM 

 
 
 The purpose of this event is to help people become aware of OLV & JFK 
ministries, learn how they serve the parish, and help people find a place to serve.  
All organizations and committees are invited to host a display showcasing their 
activities.  Refreshments will be served and door prizes will be awarded. 
 
 Save the date and gear up now for this exciting event.  Complete 
information will be available in September along with details on how to reserve a 
space for your organization. 
 

 

A Summer 
Blessing 

May you walk with God 
This summer 
In whatever you do 
Wherever you go 
 
Walking with God means... 
Walking with honesty 
And with courage, 
Walking with love 
And respect 
And concern for the feelings of 
others 
 
May you talk to God 
This summer 
And every day and  
In every situation 
 
Talking with God means... 
Praying words of praise 
For the beauty of creation 
Saying prayers of thanks 
For friends and good times, 
Asking God's help 
In all your decisions 
Expressing sorrow 
When you have failed 
 
May you talk with God 
Every day. Amen. 
 
-Author Unknown 

With almost $39,000 going to the OLV Unspecified designation, the Foundation Board works with Father Jake to 
ensure prudent use of funds for the needs of Our Lady and Victory Parish and John F. Kennedy Catholic School.  
 
At the annual board meeting the following officers were approved to continue in their positions: Mike Matthys, 
President; Roni Pianca, Vice President; Joe Creen, Secretary. Kathy Peterson was also approved as the new 
treasurer.  
 
The OLV Foundation, created in 1989 will turn 30 years old this December.  We invite you to attend our annual 
Harvest Day Dinner on September 29th at 5 p.m. in the Parish Center to celebrate some tremendously good news 
we'll share soon.   
 
Contact any board member if you have questions at any time, we are here to help our foundation grow, one gift at 
a time.  
 

The Foundation board is grateful for your support of our Legacy Campaign! We are 
also pleased to announce a return to the parish and school - approved at our 
annual meeting based on 2018 growth - of $45,000. This record check was 
presented to Fr. Jake on July 1st by outgoing board members Paul Scheibelhut and 
Ron Gunnare.  
The $45,000 gift will be distributed proportionately to the specified areas based on 
designations when the gifts were received:  

JFK Staff  
JFK Facilities  
JFK Scholarship  
OLV Facilities  
General Parish Education  

OLV Foundation 
- Mike Lazio 
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS LORAS COUNCIL 532 

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic Men's organization that exists to help the Pastor at the Parish level and also 
supports the Bishop in the Diocese.  The main principles of the Knights are: Charity, Unity, Fraternity and 
Patriotism.   
As an organization we support many other groups such as Special Olympics, Wheelchairs Across America, Habitat 
for Humanity, the Pregnancy Resource Center and many more.   

Loras Council 532 is located at 1111 W. 35th Street, but we try to support Our Lady of Victory and St. Anthony's 
Parishes.  Many of the men you see as Eucharistic Ministers, Ushers, money counters, Coaches, etc... are  Knights.   
Our own Fr. Jake and our Deacons are Knights.  Many of the men that help with the Rummage Sale, Family Picnic 
and Holiday Bazaar are Knights. 

Recently, we have been blessed with having over 30 new members join and we are working to increase the 
Spiritual, Service and Social aspects of our Council.  From Easter Egg Hunts and Mother's Day Breakfast to Men's 
retreats, help for the Food Pantry, Ultrasound Machine donations, Consecration to the Holy Family, and much 
more!  We have four committees set up to create activities in Faith, Family, Life and Community. 

532 has a monthly meeting the second Tuesday of each month that begins with Mass at 6:00PM and is followed by a 
meeting that generally lasts an hour.  We invite any Catholic Man, 18 years or older to prayerfully consider joining 
our organization and helping us to do more good works in the community.  Learn more about your faith and be 
supported by a Brotherhood that involves millions of other Catholic Men across the Nation. 

For more information contact Rick Willows at 563-570-0476. 

 

Blessing Bags 
- Char McGovern 

 

 
77 Backpacks were given to The Center on 
Brady Street and Humility of Mary Housing 
for their outreach program at their 
homeless shelter. Counselors will take the 
filled backpacks out with them in the 
community while they are looking for 
those in need. Often those in need only 
have the clothes on their back, so having 
a gently used or new backpack is a huge 
gift for them. It took several hours to 
pack the Blessing Bags and backpacks 
with the items collected. We hope you all 
had a very memorable experience with 
your Blessing Bags.  
 
Pictured from left to right are:  Jackie 
Trees, Karen Nagy, Jane Brockmann, Jan 
King, Char McGovern, Honore Johnston, 
Sandy Brus, Martha Smith, Betsy Kuennen, 
Connie Creen, Linda McCarthy 
 
Those absent:  Kathy Steinkopf, Karen 
Kilburg, Karon Husted, Nancy Stone, 
Susan and John Friederich, Jill Gustas and 
Joe Ripslinger 
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           -Evan Brankin 
 

We are disciples of Jesus Christ making faith matter and sharing God’s love to make more disciples. 

 Every summer Our Lady of Victory Youth Ministry invites the parish to live this mission with us through an 
intergenerational, local mission project. We’ve partnered with several local agencies, charities, and others to make 
these missions happen.  This year we’re proud to be partnering with Habitat for Humanity Quad Cities. Habitat and 
Rebuilding Together, our partner agency last year, combined their forces in order to offer improved home repair 
services to the whole Quad Cities. Our partnership will involve donations of time, talent, and treasure – from both 
Habitat and ourselves. 

 Habitat for Humanity prides itself on the quality of its volunteers, especially their training, their 
engagement, and their safety. They provide leadership, tools, safety gear, and mentoring in the many aspects of 
home building and repair that they offer.  Our Lady of Victory prides itself on having lots of people with big, 
generous hearts, skill, and willingness to support those in need and bring them into our community. Both of us 
prefer to be in it for the long run. 

 On Saturday, August 3rd, we are coming together to help local home owners with much needed repairs to 
their homes. We’ll have at least one house that we’ll be assisting, and if we have enough parishioners who want to 
participate, we may have an additional house. If you have that big heart and want to help, if you have valuable 
skills that you can bring to the table, or if you’re just willing to help those in need and surround them with the love 
of this parish family, then we have a place for you in this project! 

 Habitat for Humanity offers training and safety orientations for ALL of its volunteers. These are important 
events that help everyone to stay safe on the work site, and understand exactly what Habitat does and how and 
why it does it. Habitat is offering sessions on July 11th at 5:30pm and July 13th at 9am in their offices at 3625 
Mississippi Ave, Davenport, IA 52807. Please register in advance by going to: https://www.habitatqc.org/ or by 
contacting Jan.Trimble@habitatqc.org to register! If none of these dates will work for you and/or your family, 
please let me know. We do have the ability to set up our own parish training date, if we have a significant number 
of people who need it. Once I hear from everyone who is in need of a special training session, we'll find a date and 
set it up! 

 Habitat also follows national OSHA guidelines regarding who can work on their sites. This is particularly 
important for us, because it means that youth under the age of 16 cannot work at a Habitat project. Rather than 
give up on bringing youth from middle school and early high school, we’re looking for projects we can offer for 
these youth and their families to participate in – whether that’s 
helping a parishioner with landscaping, or doing clean up 
around the church campus. If you or someone you know is in 
need of some assistance this summer with bigger household 
projects, reach out to us and let’s see if we can help! 

 We will have teams of parishioners working at several 
different sites on August 3rd! It’s exciting, but it will also take a 
lot of organization, food, and other support services! If 
hammering, planting, and painting aren’t for you, maybe 
cooking, organizing, or driving are! There’s a way for everyone 
to help, so come join us in our parish summer youth mission! 
Then, gather with us after the work is done for a big feast as 
we bring each of our groups back to OLV to share food, 
fellowship and fun. We’ll have food and treats, games and 
activities for families who want to relax and cool off after 
working hard, and the opportunity for conversation and sharing 
among all the different teams and projects.   

 Please, consider joining us this summer to grow with 
God, share your faith, and love your neighbors. 
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JOHN F. KENNEDY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
GUARDIAN ANGEL PRESCHOOL 

- Chad Steimle 

                                                                                                                                           

 
Early Childhood Options Still Available for 3 – 5 Year Olds 
 
Spots are still available for JFK’s early childhood options.  Through Guardian Angel Preschool, JFK offers five days 
per week morning or afternoon classes for four and five year olds, and two, three, or five days per week morning 
classes for three year olds.  Families needing childcare can take advantage of the Early Childhood Learning Center’s 
(ECLC) option of wrap-around care.  Childcare begins at 7:00 am and ends at 5:30 pm.  Four and five year olds 
needing full day child care attend morning preschool classes are escorted back and forth from preschool rooms to 
the childcare room.  Three year olds who need childcare remain in the center and attend preschool five days a 
week.  Optimizing learning in the early years of children's lives is one investment a community can make to ensure 
children’s future successes.  For more information, call the JFK school office at 563-391-3030. 
 
Class Openings Available for K-8 
 
There are also still some spots available for JFK’s K-8 classes.  Let the difference in us make the difference in your 
child’s education.  Register now by contacting the school office at 563-391-3030. 
 
Registration and Back to School Sunday 
 
Registration & Back to School Sunday is Sunday, July 28, 2019, 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. in the air conditioned 
cafeteria.  The 10:00 - 1:00 time is a “drop in” time when business can be conducted.  On this date, a sale of 
donated used uniform clothing will also take place.  Because weekends can be so busy in the Quad Cities, we are 
also offering a “forms-only” drop off time in the evening on July 29th, 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.  We will not 
have all of the stations set up on Monday as we will for Sunday.  If you are unable to make it to the cafeteria on 
either the 28th or 29th, please stop in the school office as soon as possible after July 29th.  We’re ready for the 
final preparations for the 2019-20 school year!              

Back to School 
Registration 

Sunday, July 28th 
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Social Action Commission 
- Nancy Stone 

“Accompanying on its own is not enough. It is not enough to offer someone a sandwich unless it  
is accompanied by the possibility of learning how to stand on one’s own two feet.  

Charity that leaves the poor person as he is not sufficient.”  
- Pope Francis 

 

 
We are the Two Feet of Social Justice 

 
 
We focus on all people being treated with human dignity from conception to death. 
Every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for human decency.   
Luke 10: 25-37 The good Samaritan recognized the dignity in the other and cared for his life 
 
We focus on advocacy to learn about the causes of poverty and how to help people get out of poverty.  
Exodus 22: 20-26 You shall not oppress the poor or vulnerable.  God will hear their cry. 
 
We focus on barriers that limit access to a consistent ethic of life so equal healthcare is available, that 
immigrants are accepted and given the opportunity to improve their lives. Romans 12: 9-18 Love one another, 
contribute to the needs of others, live peaceably with all. 
 
We believe people have a right and a duty to participate in society seeking together the common good and well 
being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable. Genesis 4: 8-15 I am my brother’s keeper 
 
The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a 
form of continuing participation in God’s creation. All 
workers should be paid a just and living wage.  
MT 20: 1-16 
 
We believe a basic moral test is how our most vulnerable 
members are faring. In a society marred by deepening 
divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the 
story of the Last Judgment MT 25:31-46 instructs us to 
put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. 
 
We focus on removing root causes of inequality. We 
are one human family whatever our national, racial, 
ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our 
brothers and sisters keepers, wherever they may be. Be 
reconciled to one another before coming to the altar.  
MT 5:21-14 
 
 
Care for the earth is not just an Earth Day slogan, it is a 
requirement of our faith. We are called to protect people 
and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of 
Gods creation. This environmental challenge has 
fundamental moral and ethical dimensions that cannot be 
ignored. Humans are commanded to care for 
God’s creation. Genesis 2:15 
 
If you want peace, work for justice. St. Pope Paul VI. 
January 1, 1972 
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Do you wish you had more peace of mind? Could you use more wisdom in your decision-making? Do you ever wonder 

how to grow in wisdom? You may not realize that Scripture offers us wisdom that actually relates to our daily lives. 

Through the wisdom literature of the Bible, God shows us how to walk in his vision for our happiness and well-

being, as he created us to do. The wisdom literature—Proverbs, Wisdom, Sirach, and Ecclesiastes—shows us that 

God has showered us in livable wisdom. Wisdom: God’s Vision for Life is your guide to learning how to gather, 

gain, and grow in wisdom in your daily life. 

If you want to know what it means to live with God’s wisdom and are ready to dive deeper into applying Scripture 

to your life, I invite you to join us for Wisdom, beginning on September 8.  You will not only benefit personally from 

being part of this study; you will also help us to grow in fellowship as a parish as we grow closer to Christ together. 

Wisdom invites you to experience the transforming power of taking time to apply God’s wisdom to your own life. 

You will learn to see with his vision. You will experience the peace of knowing God cares for you, and you will see 

how God—and only God—can show you a path through any circumstance. 

Participants of Wisdom will receive a journal (cost of the journal is $20) and will meet every week to view an 

engaging video presentation followed by a time of lively group discussion and fellowship. The eight 30-minute 

videos, presented by Jeff Cavins, will guide you through a variety of themes drawn from the wisdom literature of 

Scripture. Jeff will explain Scripture’s wisdom on decision-making, finances, relationships, peace of mind, and 

speaking to one another and will look at the beauty of wisdom gained through age and at how Christ himself is the 

embodiment and fulfillment of all wisdom. 

Wisdom - Adult Bible 
Study 

- Jennifer Wemhoff 

Our Victory Voucher Program is Expanding! 
- Elaine Kopf 

 
The Victory Voucher program will now offer our 50% of Earnings Program, which allows you to 
apply half of the earnings we make on each card toward your JFK tuition and fees, Assumption 

tuition and fees,  your Faith Formation tuition, the Youth Ministry program, the OLV Foundation, or the OLV 
Building Fund.  The remainder of our profits are directed to the OLV general operating budget. 
 
Victory Vouchers, the fundraising scrip program for OLV and JFK, will now offer two purchase options: 
 
 Paper Forms:  You may continue to use our paper forms to order and receive your gift cards.  You may also 
continue to use our free Hy-Vee certificates when you shop at the Westy Kimberly Hy-Vee store.  You will earn  
2% of your total grocery bill toward your elected program. 
 
Online ordering:  You may now place your order online at shopwithscrip.com.  To set up an online account, you 
must complete the Victory Voucher Online Application and return it to the parish 
office, the Victory Voucher store, or email it to Elaine Kopf at 
victoryvouchers@gmail.com.  The information necessary to set up your online 
account will then be emailed to you. 
 
We will continue to have our Victory Voucher store, which offers you the chance 
to purchase and receive a selection of national and local cards immediately.  The 
Victory Voucher store operates on Saturdays from 4:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. and 
Sundays from 7:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. in the church gathering space and on week 
days from 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the parish office. 
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MISSION STATEMENT: 
Our Lady of Victory Catholic Church is a 
community that lives and shares the 
preaching, teaching, and healing of Christ.” 

 
Contact us we want to hear from 
you! 

 

Electronic Giving 
-Judy Johnson 

Thank You for Using Electronic Giving! 
 
Parishioners who use our electronic giving methods are pleased with how 
easy it is to set up and manage.  It eliminates check writing, improves our 
operational efficiency, and helps manage contributions—even if you 
cannot be here for Mass.  If you have not yet tried it, then please consider 
this option.  Go to www.olvjfk.com and select the “E-Giving” button to 
make a one-time donation or create a schedule of regular contributions.  
The GIVE+ app is available at Google Play and the App Store for those who 
prefer to handle transactions from a mobile device. 

 


