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Where We Came From...Where We are Going 
  
 One year ago I announced at all the Masses 
that Fr. Dan, who had only been with us for nine 
months, would be reassigned to serve as the Parochial 
Vicar of Divine Mercy Parish in Burlington. Time has 
flown by since that announcement.  However, I 
believe that our parish staff and volunteers had done a 
great job of welcoming and supporting a second priest 
here at Our Lady of Victory, and we also did a great 
job of readjusting after Fr. Dan moved to Burlington 
on June 30 of last year. In fact, staff members and 
volunteers have even added programs during the last 
year, and I believe those of you who have attended 
the additional adult bible studies, GriefShare, and 
additional volunteer activities have appreciated how 
these opportunities have helped you experience our 
parish's mission of sharing the preaching, teaching, 
and healing of Jesus Christ. Therefore, I want to 
personally thank everyone who has helped and 
supported the parish during the last year during the 
changes in staff and activities.   
 
 As we look to the future, I want to ask for 
people's input on additional activities that they might 
want to see here at our parish.  Bishop Zinkula, 
through the Vision 20/20 initiative, wants to make 
sure that every parish is truly doing everything 
possible to evangelize and support our fellow Catholics 
and those who might want to join the Catholic faith.  
If any parishioner has any ideas or thoughts about 
what we could do differently in the parish or what 
could be done differently in the diocese, please let me 
know before May 15 by calling the parish office or 
dropping me an email (greinerj@diodav.org).  We are 
going to take these ideas into the Vision 20/20 
Convocation in June. Our parish representatives will 
bring these ideas to the Convocation, and these same 
individuals will also be seeing and experiencing what 

is working for other parishes in the diocese.  After this 
event, these representatives will be presenting a 
report along with recommendations on where our 
parish could go in the future to the Parish Council.  
 
 Parishioners have been asking me whether 
there will be "radical" changes made in either the 
diocese or parish as a result of Vision 20/20.  Bishop 
Zinkula has said in the Catholic Messenger and in other 
public statements that the Holy Spirit will guide the 
diocese to where God wants us to go, so I am not 
going to speculate about the future.  However, I can 
assure everyone that there is going to be a 
tremendous amount of consistency in the future here 
in our parish.  OLV will continue to have four weekend 
Masses.  JFK will continue to provide an excellent 
Catholic education to our school families.  Our Faith 
Formation programs will continue to meet the needs 
of students and adults alike in our parish as we grow in 
our Catholic faith.  The parish will continue to have 
times of adoration and individual reconciliation.  
There will continue to be numerous opportunities for 
parishioners to serve each other along with our sisters 
and brothers in need.  Many aspects of our day-to-day 
life in the parish will not change, but our parish must 
be ready and willing to change in response to 
challenges and opportunities that are presented to us.  
Like Bishop Zinkula, it is my hope and prayer that the 
Holy Spirit will guide both our parish and diocese to 
where God wants us to go.  We, as a parish, must be 
ready and willing to go where we are guided, even if it 
might end up being an arduous journey.  
 
 Please be assured of my continued thoughts 
and prayers for all parishioners.  I also want to thank 
you for your prayers for our hard-working staff here in 
the parish and school.  If you have any ideas on where 
we should be going as a parish, please do not hesitate 
to let me know. 

The Pastor’s Column 
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In the Footsteps of Pope Francis 
Judy Johnson 
 
 
Throughout his life, Pope Francis has been an amazing and humble witness 
of caring for others.  His words about reaching out to the world’s poor test 
our comfortable life styles and offer a thought-provoking challenge.  One 
way Our Lady of Victory parish responds to the Holy Father’s message is 
through our standing commitment to three dynamic organizations that 
work to break the cycle of poverty and lift people out of their suffering.  
We support River Bend Foodbank, Humility Homes & Services, Inc. 
(emergency and transitional housing for people facing homelessness); and 
Catholic Relief Services.  So far this fiscal year we have sent checks 
totaling $5,700 to these three organizations.  This amount represents just 
under 1% of six-month parish income.  A share of second half income will 
be disbursed before June 30. 
 
Parish leadership is firmly committed to using wisely the gifts that you 
share with us, yet moved to action by the Pope’s advocacy and the many 
individual acts of compassion and kindness proclaimed by our members.  
Your support for projects like Blessing Bags, Hunger Ministry, food pantry 
collections, Rice Bowl, Christmas gifts for children and elderly, Birthright, 
Chase the Chill, and more demonstrates our collective commitment to 
the “preaching, teaching and healing of 
Christ.”  Thank you for your heartfelt prayers 
and solidarity with the least among us. 

 
“Works of love directed to one's neighbor are the 

most perfect external manifestation of the interior 
grace of the Spirit…. “ 

Pope Francis - Evangelii Gaudium  

OLV Rummage Sale  
 

The Rummage Sale will be held in the JFK school gym on: 
 

Wednesday, June 12 from 5:00 PM to 7:30 PM 
Thursday, June 13 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM  

Friday, June 14 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM  
Saturday, June 15 from 8:00 AM to 12 PM.   

 
All parishioners are encouraged to participate by working, donating and by shopping. This event benefits the 
entire parish. All donations should be CLEAN, gently used and in good condition.   
 
Sorry, we CANNOT accept large exercise equipment, TV’s, computers, large kitchen appliances, used car seats, 
and baby furniture that does not meet safety requirements.   
 
Questions please contact Brenda Fox at 563-210-4804 or Maureen Mosse at 563-579-8874. 
 

I have learned that 
people will forget 

what you said, people’ 
will forget what you 

did, but people will 
never forget how 

you made them feel 
-Maya Angelou 
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As we approach the time of year when we celebrate First Communion with our students that have been 
preparing for this sacrament let us take some time to pray for them.  First Communion is not only a family 
matter but also a parish community matter.  As Saint Paul taught us, we are all members of the body of Christ.  
Therefore we are all interconnected, and what brings joy to one brings joy to others in the body.  First 
Communion day reminds all of us—whether we have children or not—that the Church is larger than any one 
family or any one age group.  So let us join with Christ in welcoming children to the table so that they can 
feast along with their parents and the rest of the community, on the Body and Blood of Christ, his great 
sacrament of love.   

First Communion will be celebrated at a special 1:30pm mass on Sunday April 28.  Please pray for our First 
Communicants. 

 

 

 

Our Lady of Victory invites Children to Roar VBS:  
Life is wild, God is good. 

Jennifer Wemhoff 
 

Joseph A. Alayna A. Waylon A Sloan C. Camilla C. Anthony C. 

Caitlyn C.  Derek C. Dylan C. Bryton D. Kaitlyn E. Howard E. 

Faithlyn F. Karleigh F. Sophie F. Sullivan G. Miranda G. Griffin G. 

Presley H. Ethan K. Kamille L. Grant M. Lincoln M. Ellamae M. 

Darian M. Mason N. Sophia N. Cooper P. Kellen P. Sylvia R. 

Isaac R. Mariska R. Luke R. Zander S. Evelyn S, Mason S. 

Jackson T.  McKenna T Ellie V. Kolton W. Ashlyn Y.  

At Roar VBS (Vacation Bible School), kids discover that even though life gets wild, God is good.  Roar is filled 
with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste!  Sciency-Fun-Gizmos™, team
-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help faith 
flow into real life.  Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life—something we 
call God Sightings.® 
 
Roar is for kids entering kindergarten to those entering 5th grade.   Roar VBS will be held July 22-26 and will 
run from 8:30am to 11:30am each day. Cost to attend is $25.  Registrations will be available soon.  We are 
also looking for adult and youth volunteers, so if you are interested or would like more information, call 
Jennifer at 563-391-8384.   
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 Recently a small group of emerging adults from OLV and some neighboring parishes considered the 
question of whether it is a good idea to baptize or confirm children whose families are only “culturally” 
Catholic. These are people who identify as Catholic because of their family or community situations, but 
who otherwise do not live a Catholic or even Christian life – Catholics who aren’t disciples of Jesus, in other 
words.  
 
The main arguments go like this:  
 children who are receiving a Sacrament whose parents are not disciples of Jesus Christ are receiving God’s 

grace in their lives – even if it isn’t present or visible at first, and even if it is never given an opportunity 
to grow because their parents do not support it during their formative years.   

 Children are losing the opportunity to make a meaningful choice in their own lives, or are even being 
forced into receiving a Sacrament they do not desire.  

 
There is a worrying trend in the American Catholic Church today of youth being inoculated against the Faith – 
being given doses of a weak, unlived, and immature form of the Catholic faith which is eventually discarded 
by maturing adolescents (these days around age 13). Because parents are absolutely irreplaceable as the 
formers of Faith in their children, baptizing the children of Catholics who are not themselves disciples of 
Jesus Christ seems to ask for this kind of result. Both positions have good points – we should want everyone to 
receive the graces of Baptism, which don’t depend on us but on God. And we should also want Christians to 
actually be disciples of Jesus Christ for life. 
 
The young adults considering this question gather most weeks to read the Bible together, pray together, share 
life together, and otherwise grow in their faith. They aren’t in charge of who receives Sacraments; they just 
wanted to talk about the difficulties we face and the discussions being held in families, parishes, and dioceses 
across the country. They didn’t come up with a miraculous answer to all the Church’s difficulty in regards to 
this debate, either, but what they did have was a powerful conversation. I won’t speak for the conclusions of 
the group as a whole, but listening to their conversation, I was struck by a simple idea – that “Sacraments are 
for disciples.”  
 
Sherry Ann Weddell, a Catholic theologian, brings up a similar idea in the case of the Charisms of the Holy 
Spirit. These are special gifts we receive through the Sacraments to accomplish the work of discipleship, and 
which every Christian person has. They come with Baptism, and are empowered by Confirmation. But while 
every Christian person receives them, not every Christian person expresses them. Anecdotal evidence from 
her book “Forming Intentional Disciples” suggests that only Christians who are also intentional disciples of 
Jesus tap into these graces. In the case of cultural Catholics, those graces become “tied up” inside the 
person. She has even encountered Catholics who were attending Mass and involved in parish life, but who 
nevertheless lacked that personal relationship with Jesus which is at the heart of discipleship – and so 
couldn’t access these powerful gifts. If discipleship comes first, either for the individual receiving a 
Sacrament, or for the parents of a child receiving a Sacrament, a lot of the issues these young adults 
were discussing disappear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I mentioned in this past Summer’s Victory Voice, Our Lady of Victory has embarked on a process of           
re-visioning our Confirmation preparation ministry. Teachers, catechists, administrators, parents, and teens 
have all been taking part in this discernment over the last 8 months. We’ve taken a long, hard look at the 
preparation process as it looked in the past. In the past few months we’ve been delving into the deeply held 
values of OLV, and of those who work with youth to prepare them for this Sacrament. Most recently, we 
considered the purpose behind this important ministry. The final parts of this process will entail setting a big, 
audacious goal for this ministry – in order to envision what OLV will look like when we achieve it – and then 
developing a strategic plan to get there.  
 
We haven’t completed this process yet, but what’s come out of it so far is clear: being prepared for 
Confirmation isn’t about being able to pass a test, or just have knowledge about the Faith. It’s about the 
relationship with God that our candidates for Confirmation possess, that their sponsor’s possess, and even 
that their parents and families possess. It is about the desire to be a disciple first, and living as a disciple, 
with all the study, practice, and apprenticeship within the community that that entails, second. These are the 
pieces that were missing from the conversation before, and which will help inform a solution moving forward. 
So together with our Confirmandi, let’s grow with God, love our neighbors, and share our faith as disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
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JOHN F. KENNEDY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 
GUARDIAN ANGEL PRESCHOOL 

                                                                                                                                           

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Early Childhood Options for 3 – 5 Year Olds 
Registration is currently taking place, and classes are filling up for JFK’s early childhood options.  Through 
Guardian Angel Preschool, JFK offers five days per week morning or afternoon classes for four and five year 
olds, and two, three, or five days per week morning classes for three year olds.  
Families needing childcare can take advantage of the Early Childhood Learning Center’s (ECLC) option of wrap-
around care.  Childcare begins at 7:00 am and ends at 5:30 pm.   
 Four and five year olds attend morning preschool classes and are escorted back and forth from preschool 

rooms to the childcare room.   
 Three year olds who need childcare remain in the center and attend preschool five days a week.   
 
Optimizing learning in the early years of children's lives is one investment a community can make to ensure 
children’s future successes.  For more information, call the JFK school office at 563-391-3030. 

Rosary Themed Project by the Playground 

After the fall drainage work behind the school and near the playground, we are ready for spring planting.  
Rather than just planting grass, a rosary themed area has been designed to fit into the corner where the big 
tree was removed.  Centered in the plantings and looking over the playground will be the memorial bench for 
Peg Gooder.  Around the perimeter will be stones in the form a rosary.  The labor, mulch, and bench have 
already been donated.  We need about $1,100 for the plants and stone, and monetary donations would be 
beneficial.  If interested in helping with this project, please contact the school office at 563-391-3030.   
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“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 
your body, what you will wear.    Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? Look at the birds 
of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you 
not much more valuable than they?” Matthew 6:25-27 

 “Chasing the American Dream: Understanding What Shapes Our Fortunes”   

 Are you chasing the “American dream?”  What exactly is that dream? 

 “Take time to smell the roses.”  “Life is short.”  “You can't take it with you.” 

We are familiar with the above quotes.  Do they impact how we live?  How does the biblical quote above 
impact you?  Does stress influence how you manage your ability to provide for yourself, your family and still 
have enough to relax, retire and enjoy life?  If so, to what extent?   

The OLV Foundation is one way you can leave a legacy of what is important to you and your family.  We 
encourage you to consider participating in the Foundation.  Open your wings and fly away with us as we near 
our $1 million goal of ensuring our faith and our values are transmitted to the next generation.  What is in your 
pocket?  All contributions are welcome!  What will your legacy be??? 

Our Lady of Victory “West” 
  Paul Scheibelhut 
 
On Sunday, March 10, Twelve OLV 
parishioners who winter in the Phoenix 
area got together for an afternoon brunch 
and visit.  Cindy and Paul Scheibelhut  
hosted the party at their home in Sun City 
Festival. 
 
Attending were Mary Ann and Larry 
Fahrenkrug, Nancy and Bob Pitts, Leslie 
and Mike Strajack, Ron and Karen Manthey 
and Delores and Dave Green. 
 
This is the second year this group has 
gotten together.  Last year we met for 
breakfast at a local restaurant after Sunday 
Mass, and again on Easter Sunday at 
Manthey’s house in Sun City West. 

Leaving a Legacy 
Mike Lazio 
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Confirmation is an important milestone along the journey of a Catholic life. For 
these 8th Graders, it represents an opportunity to look at their Catholic faith in a 
more adult way - exploring, discerning and deciding to make a willful and 
intentional commitment to learn and live the Catholic faith, beliefs, morals, and 
practices. Confirmation represents a personal commitment to grow in the 
knowledge, love, and practice of their faith.   
 
Sealing with the gift of the Spirit at Confirmation will strengthen them for ongoing 
service in the Body of Christ.  Confirmation will deepen their baptismal life that 
calls them to be missionary witnesses of Jesus Christ in their families, 
neighborhoods, society, and the world.  . . .   
 
Let us join together with Christ in welcoming these students as full members of the 
church. 

Allison A. Kyle B. Alison B. Kristen B. 

Stephanie C.  Adriana C. Mary D. Kyla D. 

Joseph D. Griffin E. Delaney E. Noé F. 

Cameron F. Lindsey G Hunter M. Grace H. 

Grant H.  Emma J. Isabella K. David L. 

Michael L.  Michael M.  Keaton T. Alexander M. 

Mason M.  Sophia M. Brianna M. Brittany N. 

Natalie P. Michael R. Elizabeth R. Mary R. 

Ava S.  Anna S. Marin S. Helen S. 

Owen S. Michael V. Gabriel W. Tyler W. 

Emily W.    

Isaiah 40:1 says, "Comfort, give comfort says your God." Nourish is a Catholic based, Christ-centered ministry 
to support the practical, emotional and spiritual needs of family caregivers. We will meet once a month (same 
day, same time) so our caregivers know when they can come to join in fellowship with others in the same 
situation, share techniques and learn through the program what is offered in the community. Different topics 
are offered each month such as; roles and communication, planning and support, safety and quality of life. 
OLV will be hosting the meetings in the Gathering Space Meeting Room on the first Thursday of every month 
(we are hoping to start in May) from 12:30 PM -2:30 PM.  
 
You will be seeing a lot of information about Nourish in the upcoming weeks, so check the bulletin for an exact 
start date. The monthly meetings are not disease specific but care giving specific. Caregivers are called the 
"Silent Army.”  Many of you become isolated and pull away from God and the support of your Parish. We are 
hoping to provide you with a spiritual home; that is our mission. Over 65 million Americans are caring for 
someone. With that comes isolationism, compassion fatigue, emotional and physical fatigue. Please consider 
joining us if you are a caregiver.  If one of the Parish Nurses or Wellness committee invites you, take them 
seriously. You are the advocate for your loved one and we want you to stay healthy; your spiritual health is as 
important as your physical health. Jesus had a support group: the twelve disciples. You are not alone. Please 
check the bulletin and the OLV Facebook Page for information about this vital program.  

Nourish for Caregivers 
Char McGovern 

Confirmation 
Mass 

Saturday, April13 
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Wellness 2.0-What's new and what's Hot! 
Char McGovern 
 

The Wellness committee is alive and well!  We are small but mighty with a plethora of information about your 
health and many ways to obtain it. Here is what we do: publish a weekly article “The Wellness Corner” in the 
bulletin and put up a display “Wellness Corner 2.0” every other month during Social Sunday. In February 
alone, we talked with 300 parishioners and handed out toothbrushes for all ages, from 6 month to 100 (denture 
care). Wellness  helps with the College Care Packages; providing products and information that student can 
use. We do this in the winter and the spring before finals (see the bulletin for items that are needed.) We 
perform blood pressure checks on the first Sunday of the month in the nurses room following each Mass.  We 
are always looking for more volunteers.  If you are a medical person and want to help, please talk with one of 
the Parish Nurses.  Along with the Christian Service Ministry Team, we help provide an educational, 
informative program during the dessert portion of Food, Fun and Fellowship.  See the bulletin for the next 
one in June.  

Currently, the first session of GriefShare - a Christian based healing program for those suffering from grief-is 
finishing (the last day is April 7th.)  Our five participants during this session and have had many God moments 
of healing, trust and growth in faith. We have learned that the grieving person needs ongoing support and 
encouragement lasting for months or longer. Our hope is to provide the sustained support that our grieving 
people need.  Here are some comments from participants: "GriefShare is a really good, complete program."  
"The leaders of GriefShare at OLV were very kind and caring." The next session will be start September 8th and 
run through December 8th from 12:15 PM-2:30 PM with a light lunch provided in the Gathering Space Meeting 
Room. The cost is $10 to offset the cost of workbooks.   

Another item that the Wellness Committee takes care of are the AED's (automated external defibrillator) in the 
church and parish center; servicing them as needed. Please locate these, so you are familiar with where they 
are if you need to use them in an emergency.  We also have first aid kits in the altar server room, the 
Gathering Space Meeting Room,  nurses room and the parish center. This flows with our CPR for bystanders 
program that we provided last September. The CPR program will be conducted yearly and is an educational 
program that every parent and every caregiver should attend.  

Come and browse through the many, many books from children's, 
religious, cooking to fiction and non fiction. You should be able to 
find your favorite authors at a VERY reduced price.  This is the 
Wellness Committee’s major fundraising project. This sale helps 
support our scholarship that is given to one student each year, If you 
have books to donate, please put them in the boxes by the main and 
winter entrances of the church anytime before May 31st.  
 
When:  June 1st - 4 PM to 7 PM 
  June 2nd - 7 AM to 1 PM 
Where:  Gathering Space Meeting Room 
 

 

Wellness Committee Annual Book Sale 
Char McGovern 


