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We are already approaching the end of January, but  I 
hope and pray that your New Year has gotten off to a 
great start.  The celebration of Christmas here at Our 
Lady of Victory was beautiful, so I believe that our parish 
was spiritually ready for the beginning of this New Year 
of grace and mercy.   
      
As I mentioned in a recent bulletin article, the parish 
was able to accomplish capital improvements and 
address the water issues with the Parish Center.  Even 
though there were many projects happening on the 
campus, everyone, from staff members to volunteers, 
worked hard to overcome the challenges associated with 
making this projects happen.  Thank you for all of your 
efforts!  
 
Our parish was also able to accomplish a tremendous 
amount of ministry over the last year, and I wanted to 
make sure that this ministry, which is essential to our 
mission ("OLV is a community that lives and shares the 
preaching, teaching, and healing of Christ"), is 
highlighted as well.  Therefore, below is a summary of 
the ministry that was provided at Our Lady of Victory 
over the last year.  This summary is not exhaustive as 
there are always new sources of ministry being 
developed here at OLV, but I hope that this information 
helps the parish understand what your continued 
financial and spiritual support does for the life of this 
parish.  Thank you for your generous support of the 
teaching, preaching, and healing of Christ that happens 
here at Our Lady of Victory!  
 
Our Lady of Victory, please pray that we may continue to 
be good stewards of the gifts that God has given to us as 
we enter into this New Year!   
 
Summary of Ministry for 2018 
 574 Masses were celebrated in the parish church 

during the last year.   
 54 Masses were celebrated at Silvercrest, Ridgecrest, 

and at Assumption High School.  

 557 students, ages 4-18, participated in faith 
formation programs offered through John F. Kennedy 
Catholic School and Our Lady of Victory faith 
formation programs. 

 John F. Kennedy Catholic School provided an 
excellence education to 437 students, Pre-
Kindergarten through 8th grade, and the school 
continues to prove that “there is a difference in 
education.”  

 The parish welcomed 45 different people into the 
Catholic Church through baptisms and professions of 
faith.  The infant and child baptisms totaled 37 for 
the year.  

 The number of first communions were up this year.  
Between second-graders and those adults who came 
into the Catholic Church through RCIA, 64 people 
received Jesus Christ in the Eucharist for the first 
time.  

 The Bishop confirmed 57 students here at our parish, 
and another 11 people received this Sacrament at 
Easter.  

 Confessions were heard for over 110 hours during the 
last year, and there are many people who make 
special appointments to have their confessions 
heard.  

 The parish prepared 17 couples for marriage during 
this last year, and of these marriages, 15 were 
celebrated in the parish church. 

 The parish nurses, the clergy of the parish, and many 
other volunteers made over 1000 visits to those in 
the hospital along with parishioners who are 
homebound, either at their homes or in care 
facilities, during the last year.  These visits will 
continue to increase as more people volunteer to be 
extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion.   

 The parish performed 52 funerals this year, which 
was down by one funeral from last year, and Fr. Dan 
and I assisted with many funerals celebrated in other 
locations.  

The Pastor’s Column A message from Fr. Jake 
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From the moment of birth, children begin to learn about the world.  These early learning 
experiences affect their future cognitive, social, physical and emotional 
development.  Although children are actively learning whenever they are at home, attending 

story hour at the library, or participating in kid-centered community events, a structured preschool learning 
opportunity can be beneficial for any young child.  
 
JFK, through Guardian Angel Preschool, has offered preschool since 1985.  Guided by the Iowa Early Learning 
Standards, the curriculum of preschool has evolved from periods of socialization, stories, and snacking into an 
organized curriculum of math, literacy, and emotional and social skills through teacher-lead group instruction 
and learning center activities with peers.  JFK has classes for four year olds and three year olds. 
 
JFK’s four-year-old preschool classes meet for approximately three hours five days a week in the morning or 
the afternoon.  Capped at 20 students with a ten to one or smaller student to adult ratio, group instruction 
emphasizes emerging literacy and math skills.  By “hiding” these activities in typical preschool activities, 
students don’t even know they are learning!  Large motor skills activities take place in a fenced, outdoor play 
area, weather permitting. Children must turn four years of age by September 15th of the year they begin the 
4-year-old program at Guardian Angel.  While most of the 4 year old program is FREE, because JFK’s preschool 
program is longer than required by the Iowa Department of Education, there is a small extended time fee paid 
at the time of registration. 
 
Three-year-olds have two options for preschool at JFK:  Monday-Wednesday-Friday or Tuesday-Thursday, 
mornings only, between the hours of 7:25-9:55am.  While in attendance, these youngest students become 
acclimated to preschool activities with an emphasis on socialization, problem-solving, and following 
directions.  Table activities introduce students to holding pencils and using scissors, for example, and students 
use the outdoor play area as well. 
 
Children must turn three by their first day of attendance or by September 15th of the year they begin 3-year-
old preschool, and they must be able to use the bathroom independently.  There is a tuition charge for 
preschool. 
 
Families needing childcare can take advantage of the Early Childhood Learning Center’s (ECLC) option of wrap
-around care.  Childcare begins at 7:00 am and ends at 5:30 pm.  Four year olds attend morning preschool 
classes and are escorted back and forth from preschool rooms to the childcare room.  Three year olds who 
need childcare remain in the center and attend preschool five days a week.  The ECLC and its staff are 
licensed by the Iowa Department of Human Services.   A hot lunch is provided, and a period of napping is 
scheduled for all the 3 year olds, with an option for 4-year-olds to nap as well.  The staffing of the center 
follows a 1:8 ratio of staff to students for three year old children, and a 1:12 ratio for the four-year-
olds.  Childcare rates apply to both 3 and 4 year olds.  
 
Optimizing learning in the early years of children's lives is one investment a community can make to ensure 
children’s future successes.  For more information, call the JFK school office at 563-391-3030. 

Guardian Angel Pre-school 
Early Childhood Learing Center 

Kindergarten Informational Sessions and Round-up: 
Parents will have an informational session, and students will get to be kindergartners for the “day.”  Find out 
how the difference in us will make a difference in your child’s education. 
Feb 19:  8 – 9:30 a.m. in the parish center, or 
Feb 19:  6-7:30 p.m. in the cafeteria 
Please call the school office (563-391-3030) ahead so we can have something personalized and ready for your 
child. 

 
The parish center reconstruction going on this year has brought to the 
forefront all the cooperation that often happens behind the scenes as one 
campus with church and parish school.  From funeral luncheons, the 
rummage sale, CEW, the stage set up so there can be a drama program in 
the school, blood drives, and more, there are many events on a busy 
campus that require good coordination just of our physical spaces.  We also 
have campus wide service activities like Rice Bowl and Blessing Bags.  It’s 
really, however, the people that make the difference.  We are so grateful 
that we have so many people, like Jan Tappa 
visiting the school and kindergartners as Mrs. 
Claus, that value all of our ministries. 
 

 

BE LIFE…... 
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We are disciples of Jesus Christ making faith matter and sharing God’s love to make more disciples. 
 
 We have a dream for this parish in which it truly becomes the most welcoming and vibrant parish 
community in our diocese. This is the vision put forth by the parish council. This is the goal which we are 
pursuing as a parish. To be welcoming and vibrant are things valuable in and of themselves, but they’re of 
particular value for a faith community. Hospitality has always been a hallmark of Christianity, and a virtue 
we’ve practiced through two thousand years of history. Vibrancy refers to the life of our community – in terms 
of its activities within our own campus, and also its actions as a member of the greater Quad City and diocesan 
communities. 
 
 To be welcoming as a parish means that we have to exercise excellent hospitality on Sunday, the most 
important day of the week. We should be welcoming visitors and strangers among us every weekend with 
smiles, conversation, and at least a hand shake. Remember, this isn’t just the work of our hospitality 
ministers; this is the work of our community, because it’s the vision of our community. We are only as 
welcoming as our least friendly parishioner. It only takes one frown, one cold shoulder, one icy stare, or 
one snide comment as a parent wrestles with a noisy child, or a visitor takes “your” seat in the pews to tell 
someone we don’t want them here. At JFK this year, we’re concerned with positivity ratios – how many 
positive interactions adults have with kids, compared to how many negative ones. I believe our goal is five to 
one, because it takes multiple positive interactions to offset just one negative! Let’s be welcoming and 
friendly to others at Mass on Sundays, and when they visit us here at Our Lady of Victory. It truly is the most 
important day of the week for a church! 
 
 Hospitality, however, doesn’t have to end at the door to the church gathering space. When was the last 
time you were invited to dinner or lunch, or just out for coffee or a beer by another parishioner? When did you 
last invite someone out yourself? If you do so regularly, how often do you invite someone you don’t know well? 
Let’s build a culture at OLV where friendship and authentic community are key – and it’s easy to do! Commit 
to asking someone you don’t know well out for coffee this week. Try to do so every week, or every month. Get 
to know people of different ages, genders, races, politics, whatever. We can knit this community more closely 
together through simple invitations like that – and everybody wins, because it’s a lot of fun to make new 
friends! 
 
 As we work on the Growing Young project here at OLV, we engaged in lots of conversations with 
parishioners, listening to their thoughts on various aspects of parish life. In presenting those results to the 
parish council and other groups, one of the things we found was a strong association between youth and 
vibrancy. When asked for words to describe a parish community with lots of young people involved and active 
in it, “vibrancy” was at the top of the list. When asked for words to describe a parish without any young 
people in it, you can imagine that the adjectives were far less favorable. To become the most vibrant parish in 
the diocese, to be a community utterly bursting with vitality, strength, and energy means that we need to 
engage our younger members in active participation in parish life. This means first of all, welcoming them. 
The hospitality that we show to strangers, we should also show to young people who join us for Mass. See a 
young adult sitting alone without any companions? Why not change seats for a week to sit with them, or invite 
them to join your family that week? Introduce yourself before or after Mass and ask for their name. Invite 
them for coffee, or donuts or whatever after Mass or later in the week! Being welcoming is the key to 
developing a vibrant parish. 
 

Many young people in the parish believe that there isn’t anything here for them, so they don’t stay 
long. Most young people long for authentic connections with others. In a world dominated by “smart” 
technology, social media, and shallow interactions – young people crave genuine relationships – and not just 
with peers. Did you know that young people today use the word “adult” as a verb? “Adulting” has become the 
go to expression for young people as they emerge into adulthood and learn all the new things for which they 
are now responsible. In many cases they have to learn the hard way how to handle being a new car owner, 
new house owner, new parishioner, new Iowan, or new parent. Having friends who are established in their 
lives, who know the ins and outs of “adulting” is a powerful gift you can give to these young people still 
finding their way in the world. So come adult with us and grow with God, share your faith, and love your 
neighbors. 
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OLV Foundation:  Racing toward the Future 
By Paul Scheibelhut 

 
In May,  Paul Scheibelhut will step down as Treasurer of the Our Lady of Victory 
Foundation,  a position he has held for 18 years.  We asked Paul to comment on the 
changes he has seen with the Foundation over the past 18 years. 
 

In 2001,  the Foundation had a portfolio of about $150,000,  and had only started to make distributions back 
to the parish 3 years prior.   The Foundation had a small core of regular contributors,  some of whom still 
give to this day.  A few large donations were received,  and most gifts came in December. 
 
The Foundation always had a goal of attaining a one million dollar level,  but it had quite a ways to go to 
reach that.  About seven years ago the Board did some brainstorming and developed a plan to reach that 
goal.  The idea of the 300 Club was developed along with a new logo and marketing plan. 
 
In the years since,  the annual contributions have increased dramatically,  and we are nearing  
the goal of a million dollar portfolio.  This will allow the Foundation to give a substantial annual 
disbursement back to the parish. 
 
I have enjoyed serving the Foundation as Treasurer over the past 18 years,  and especially working with the 
members of the Board of the Foundation to help provide for the continued long term support of Our Lady of 
Victory parish and John F Kennedy School. 
 
Thank you Paul for not only being dedicated to the serve as treasurer on the Foundation Board, but always 
willing to add your knowledge and support to many areas of Our Lady of Victory Parish and John F. Kennedy 
School.  We have been blessed many times over!  

 

 
 

      By:  Char McGovern   

GriefShare is a new program being offered at OLV on Sundays after the 11am Mass starting January 13th, 
2019. If you missed the first week or two, you are always welcome. A light lunch will be offered, cost is $10 
to help offset the cost of the workbook and if you are over 18 years old, have had a loss, you are invited to 
join us in the Gathering space meeting room. Psalm 34:18 says, "The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and 
saves those who are crushed in spirit." Please join us and help save your spirit. 
 
GriefShare is a group of your peers coming together weekly for thirteen weeks to help you through your grief 
journey. These peers will accept you where you are at in your grief and will offer support and 
encouragement throughout the sessions. We will view a video each week that will help share insights on how 
to walk through grief in a healthy manner. Then there is small group discussion. You do not have to share, 
but it has been proven that by sharing it helps with your healing. You will be given a workbook and 
encouraged to take notes during the video. During the week, there are short daily exercises to help you sort 
through you emotions and help you find comfort and answers to your questions. This study is  Christ-
centered. The first time you come, you will be nervous, this is normal. Despite your nerves, we encourage 
you to commit to attending at least three sessions; that will give you time to make a good decision about 
whether this group will help you or not. All of the leaders and helpers have had grief, are strong faith and 
prayer warriors, and have had training through GriefShare. "But those that hope in the Lord will renew their 
strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be 
faint." Isaiah 40:31 reminds us that we are strong, but it is our hope in the Lord that renews our strength. He 
is the source of our strength; sometimes we need help to reach out and heal from our grief. 
 
Life is a series of losses; multiple losses will extend your grief journey. If you have not dealt with your 
losses, you may have feelings of regret or sadness that will affect how you grieve your current loss. Each loss 
that you suffer, can intensify and complicate your newest, most recent loss. The Bible shows that 
understanding can lead to peace. Understanding your grieving process will help keep you moving forward, 
not backward. Be prepared to grieve all your losses on this journey. John 16:33 says. "I, Jesus, have told you 
these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take Heart! I have 
overcome the world."  
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Just what is Victory Vouchers? 

You’ve probably seen it.  The table with the Victory Voucher banner and the big black box.  But you’ve been 
in too much of a rush to get to or from Mass on Saturday or Sunday to check out the table in the Gathering 
Space to learn just what it is all about. 

Have you ever purchased a gift card for a gift from HyVee, Walgreens, Walmart or some other store for 
another store or restaurant?  Then you have purchased a Victory Voucher! 

Victory Vouchers is the name of our gift card program here at OLV.  We have purchased the gift cards at a 
discount so we can sell them to you at face value and still make a profit on each card.   We carry cards from 
local stores and restaurants and have them available to you for immediate purchase. 

Why would you want to purchase them at church?  Because you get to direct where a portion of that profit 
goes.  You can have it applied to your JFK tuition and fees, your Religious Education tuition and fees, our 
Youth Ministry program, the OLV Foundation, our Building and Grounds or just to the church for its general 
operating budget. 

Additionally, you don’t have to get your cards at church on Saturday or Sunday.  They are available at the 
Parish Office during the week or at any time from your own computer or phone if you set up an online 
account.   

What are you waiting for?  Come talk to us at the Victory Voucher table, take one of our green order sheets 
that list the cards we carry in stock, or ask to see the list of hundreds of other cards we can have for you in a 
matter of days.  Better yet, check out that online option and always have the cards available, often 
downloadable to your phone, while you wait in the checkout line of your favorite store. 

Victory Vouchers  
        

By: Elaine Kopf 
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A New Year, New Beginnings for the Christian Steward 

Turning the page to a new calendar year gives us the feeling of a fresh start—a new beginning.  Common New 
Year’s resolutions typically focus on weight loss, exercise, healthy eating, time with family, money 
management or being more organized.  Although there is nothing in the Bible or Christian tradition about New 
Year’s resolutions, many good stewards take advantage of this time of year to become closer to the Lord.  If 
you are looking for some help with New Year’s resolutions, here are a few ideas: 

Practice gratitude – Cultivating a grateful heart is the hallmark of a Christian steward.  

Encounter the Lord each day – Find time to have a conversation with God.  Give your joys and worries to 
Him. 

Resist overwork – There is a pressure to produce, meet goals, and be successful.  But activities that lead us to 
overwork, constant fatigue and worry do not give glory to God. 

Nurture friendships – Friends are gifts from God who give us a greater appreciation of God’s incredible love. 

Make a difference in your parish or local community – Good stewards realize that everything they have is 
entrusted to them as gift to be shared.  There is no better place to begin than sharing with the community 
that gathers around the Lord’s table at Mass.  Offering time and talent to others is one of the most effective 
ways to feel useful and connected. 

Let us pray that fresh perspectives in 2019 will inspire new ways of thinking about stewardship so that we can 
joyfully live out God’s call to holiness. 

Share your Faith 

The Knights of Columbus, Our Lady of Victory and the OLV Christian Service Committee is 
sponsoring an inclusive adult with disabilities renewal day .This spiritual event will take place 
onSaturday, February 23rd 2019from 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM at Our Lady of Victory Catholic 
Church’s Parish Center, 4105 North Division Street in Davenport. Cost is $10 for retreatants. 

            The theme of the renewal day is “Colors of Me".  The day will be filled with talks, 
discussions, crafts and singing.  All participants will be able to take home the crafts they made 
to remind them of their spiritual day.  We are always looking for new people to enjoy this 
day.  If you have any questions, need information  or want to volunteer (kids can volunteer too)

Adults with Disabilities Retreat 
     By:  Karen Kilburg 
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A Social Justice Commission started last spring here at Our Lady of Victory and is based upon the Catholic 
Social Teachings found in the gospels.  

Catholic Social Teachings were established by Pope Leo XIII in 1891 with his encyclical Rerum Novarum, On the 
Condition of Labor. It was the first of many social encyclicals written by popes. A “social encyclical” applies 
the consistent, traditional moral teachings of the Church to the social and economic challenges of the current 
day. Catholic Social Teaching is a central and essential element of our faith. It is a teaching founded on the 
life and words of Jesus Christ, who came "to bring glad tidings to the poor . . . liberty to captives . . . 
recovery of sight to the blind" (Lk 4:18-19), and who identified himself with "the least of these," the hungry 
and the stranger (cf. Mt 25:45). Catholic social teaching is built on a commitment to the poor. This 
commitment arises from our experiences of Christ in the Eucharist. Catholic Social Teachings has Seven 
Themes that are the key to our Catholic social tradition.   

Life and Dignity of the Human Person: The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the 
dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. This belief is the foundation of all 
the principles of our social teaching. John 4:1-42 Jesus broke with societal and religious customs to honor the 
dignity of the Samaritan  woman. 

Call to Family, Community, and Participation: The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize 
our society -- in economics and politics, in law and policy -- directly affects human dignity and the capacity of 
individuals to grow in community. Genesis 4:8-15  I am my brother’s and sister’s keeper. 

Rights and Responsibilities: The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy 
community can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Corresponding to 
these rights are duties and responsibilities--to one another, to our families, and to the larger society. 
Jeremiah 22:  13-16  A legitimate government upholds the rights of the poor and vulnerable. 

Option for the Poor and Vulnerable: A basic moral test is how our most vulnerable members are faring. In a 
society marred by deepening divisions between rich and poor, our tradition recalls the story of the Last 
Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and instructs us to put the needs of the poor and vulnerable first. Matthew 25:34-40   
Jesus said what you do for the least among you, you do for me. 

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers: The economy must serve people, not the other way around. 
Work is more than a way to make a living; it is a form of continuing participation in Gods creation. If the 
dignity of work is to be protected, then the basic rights of workers must be respected--the right to productive 
work, to decent and fair wages, to the organization and joining of unions, to private property, and to 
economic initiative. Matthew 20:1-16  All workers should be paid a just and living  wage. 

Solidarity: We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological 
differences. We are our brothers and sisters keepers, wherever they may be. At the core of the virtue of 
solidarity is the pursuit of justice and peace. Pope Paul VI taught that if you want peace, work for justice. 
Corinthians 12:12-26 If one member of Christ’s body suffers, all suffer.  If one member is honored, all rejoice. 

Care for God’s Creation:  We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of creation. Care for the 
earth is not just an Earth Day slogan, it is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect people and the 
planet, living our faith in relationship with all of Gods creation. This environmental challenge has fundamental 
moral and ethical dimensions that cannot be ignored. Genesis 2:15   
Humans are commanded to care for God’s creation. 

 

 

 

Social Justice 
By:  Nancy Stone 
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March for Life 
By:  Evan Brankin 

 
This year parishioners from Our Lady of Victory participated in the March for Life in Washington DC on January 
18th. While few in number, we ran the gamut in ages from teens to sixties, and joined Iowans for Life in their 
cross country trek to our nation’s capital.   
 
March for Life it is an annual rally held in Washington DC. Each year, on a Friday when Congress is in session 
and as close to the anniversary of Roe v. Wade as they can schedule it, peaceful, pro-life protestors gather on 
the national mall before Congress for a massive rally and demonstration, and then march around the Capitol 
building to the steps of the Supreme Court. Hundreds of thousands of protestors turn out from all over the 
country, and new marches have sprung up in major cities across the country for those who cannot make it to 
DC. It is the longest running and single largest protest event in our country’s history – and very few people 
know about it. 
 
As part of our trip we:  
Attended mass at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Americas, the Basilica dedicated to the Immaculate 
Conception 
Participated in the youth rally (tens of thousands of Catholic youth from all over the country celebrate mass 
with dozens of bishops and hundreds of priests), and listened to the speakers. 
We marched and protested around the capital.  
On our last day in DC we took in the sights of our capital, visiting the monuments and the museums 
(whichever one’s aren’t closed by the government shutdown, that is), so that when we return we can share 
the story of this year’s March 
 
Our trip this year was funded through OLV’s own pro-life group, and through funds from the Black and White 
Gala held in the Quad Cities every year. 
 
For me, it was a return on a beloved pilgrimage – an act of protest against a culture that sees human life as a 
commodity. For others, it was a first time experience engaging in civil protest, participating in political 
process, visiting our nation’s capitol, and our country’s national shrine. 
 
I look forward to sharing stories of our adventures when we return. In the meantime, I hope that next year 
you’ll consider joining us for this pilgrimage.  

Every year the Parish Council hosts an Appreciation Party to 
express our thanks to all who perform service for our faith 
community.  Even though a snow storm was brewing, the event 
was held on January 12th in JFK Cafeteria. The evening included 
sumptuous hors d'oeuvres, several delicious desserts as well as 
beer, wine and other beverages. Musical entertainment was 
provided by Emily Scordato and Mary Kathleen Scordato - Emerald 
WindIt.  It was a very enjoyable evening and a wonderful 
acknowledgement of the many who serve in our community. 
 
If you were unable to attend this year’s event, we hope that you 
will join us next year. On behalf of the parish, thank you for 
sharing your gifts. Your prayers, service and involvement truly 
makes a difference! 

Parish Appreciation Party 


