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Mission Statement 
Our Lady of Victory is a community that lives and shares the 

preaching, teaching & healing of Christ 
 

   The 
Victory Voice 
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 As you will see in the following pages, Our Lady 
of Victory had a great fiscal year.  From the ministry 
performed to the projects that were completed, the 
Lord showered his love and mercy on all of us 
throughout the last year.  These blessings would not 
have been possible without your time, talent, and 
treasure!  Thank you, thank you, thank you!  Our 
parish is filled with amazing stewards, and I am always 
amazed by your generosity.   If you have any questions 
about any of the statistics contained in this 
newsletter, please do not hesitate to contact me or 
any members of parish leadership.   
 With the start of the new fiscal year (July 1st), 
the parish decided to re-arranged some job 
responsibilities among staff members.  These changes 
have been mentioned at different times over the last 
three months, but I wanted to make sure that the 
entire parish knew about these changes through the 
Victory Voice.    
 Jennifer Wemhoff now has the title of Director 
of Faith Formation, so she works to coordinate and 
support faith formation for all members of the parish.  
If any parishioner has any ideas about what the parish 
can do to help promote the Catholic faith within our 
parish, please let her know.  The new adult bible 
study, Oremus, has been very successful, and there 
will be additional adult faith formation opportunities 
coming in the near future.   
 Evan Brankin, in addition to serving as the 
Coordinator of Youth Ministry, took on the role of 
being the parish's Confirmation Coordinator.   With 
this additional role, Evan is asking for any input people 
might have about Confirmation preparation process.  
The parish is not looking to change the age of 
Confirmation, which is currently 8th grade, but the 
parish is always looking for ideas on how preparation 
can be made better.  
 Lisa Willows was moved into a new position, 
Director of Communications, while remaining the Safe 

Environment Coordinator for the parish.  Lisa is going 
to help the parish maintain and develop all of the 
communication that goes out from the parish.  The 
parish knows that it needs to develop new 
communication tools in light of huge changes going on 
in the world around us.  Therefore, Lisa will be 
working with parish staff to develop an overall 
communication strategy that will include new 
communication techniques.  She will also be your 
point of contact if you want to put something in the 
bulletin, add something to the website, or simply ask 
questions about how to communicate with the 
members of the parish.  
 On a personal note, I am getting reacquainted 
with being a solo priest.  I do miss Fr. Dan's assistance, 
especially as the parish had a busy stretch of funerals 
from mid-August through September.  However, I 
believe that I am figuring out a manageable routine to 
make sure that I am taking care of parishioners' needs 
while making sure that I take care of myself.  The 
feedback from parishioner's surveys were helpful in 
identifying areas of greater need, so I want to thank 
everyone who took the time to fill out the Pastor 
survey.  Furthermore, I always want to hear from 
parishioners about any concerns or problems they have 
with the parish.  OLV is truly blessed as I said above, 
but I know that there is always room for improvement!   
 As I mentioned during the weekend of our 
parish feast day, our parish has now experienced 56 
years of blessings since our founding in 1962.  We 
stand upon the shoulders of those parishioners who 
made so many sacrifices over the years.  We are 
blessed by great parishioners who make up our parish, 
so let’s have another great year of making OLV the 
most welcoming and vibrant parish in our diocese.  
 
 Our Lady of Victory, pray for us!  
     
 

The Pastor’s Column A message from Fr. Jake 
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The Financial Picture          
INCOME STATEMENT FISCAL YEAR 07/01/17-06/30/18 

              

INCOME              

 Parish      School       

 Envelopes/Offertory    $    1,252,686  Tuition and Fees    $    1,735,626    

 Building Fund/Facility Rentals   $         58,262  Transfer from Parish    $       560,430    

 Fundraising/Fees/Misc    $       144,499          

      Transfer from Foundation   $         22,501   Gala/Grants/Misc    $         73,107    

 Total     $    1,477,948   Total     $     2,369,163    

  GRAND TOTAL INCOME         $ 3,847,112   

              

EXPENSES             

 Parish      School       

 
Operations/
Buildings    $       479,185   Salaries & Benefits    $    2,049,756    

 Elementary School Transfer   $       560,430   Instructional Expense   $         93,218    

 Activities/Ministries    $       169,460   Administration    $       116,828    

 High School Assessment   $       106,214   Plant Operations    $        109,361    

 Total     $    1,315,289   Total     $     2,369,163    

  
GRAND TOTAL 
EXPENSES        $  3,684,452   

              

        Surplus before Adjustments  $     162,660   

        Applied to Mortgage  $       79,000   

        

Direct Payment made 
to Window 
Manufacturer  $        37,660  

        Net Surplus (Deficit)    $           46,000  

State of the Parish           

  Actual Actual Actual Actual Budget 

 
Fiscal Year 
Ending 6/30/2015 6/30/2016 6/30/2017 6/30/2018 6/30/2019 

Adult Envelopes   $  1,041,822   $1,086,451   $  1,161,257   $ 1,177,851 $   1,202,000 

Parish Receipts   $  1,213,516   $1,273,399   $  1,389,798   $ 1,477,948  $   1,390,950 

Parish Expenses   $  1,097,748   $1,220,842   $  1,210,639   $ 1,315,289  $   1,336,232 

Operating Surplus (deficit)  $   115,768   $  52,556  $  179,159   $  162,660  $      54,718 

Applied to Mortgage  $           -     $    88,000   $      87,740   $     79,000 $       54,000 

Capital Improvement Payments     $       37,660  

Adjustments for Previous Gala  $      70,984   $         -       

Net Income (Deficit)   $      44,784   $   (35,444)  $      91,419   $     46,000  $          718 

Detailed financial statements are available at the parish office.  Members of the staff or Finance Council are happy 

to answer questions about the condition of the parish.   

Finance Council:  Fr. Greiner, Pastor; Bernie Mack, Lay Director; Judy Johnson, Lay Director; 

Hollie Matthys; Rick Willows; Molly Crosby; Matt Osen  

Highlights during the last fiscal year:        

1. Gift from Kwik Star of 2 parcels of land south of our parking lot      

2. Acquisition and refurbishing of the brick house for parish use       

3. Finished the stain glass window renovation    

4. Finished the church AC project with the renovation of the cooling tower     

5. Implementation of new on-line giving software      

Beginning Fiscal Year Mortgage - 7/01/17  $          274,260  

New Borrowing during Fiscal Year   $          208,000  

Principle Payments made during Fiscal Year  $           79,000  

End of Fiscal Year Mortgage - 6/30/18  $          403,260  

Vision Statement 
To become the most vibrant and welcoming faith community in the diocese 
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Parish at a Glance - July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018 

  62   Baptisms      

  63   First Communions      

  65   Confirmations      

  17   Marriages      

  45   Funerals       

  60   New households, registered 2017-18    

  147   New members registered     

  1398   Registered households     

  3995   Individual parishioners       

Confirmation 

Salvation Army Meal for the 
hungry Parish Picnic 

Brick House 
Renovation 

Youth Mission 

Marion Garden 

JFK Plant Sale 

Parish Nurses 

Chase the Chill Project 

OLV JFK Gala RCIA Rite of Election 

Rummage Sale 

College Care Packages 

Parish Mailing Volunteers 

Baptism 

Parish Picnic 

Wedding 

1st Communion 
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OLV Foundation:  Racing toward the Future 
By Mike Lazio 

 
 We've turned the corner and are stretching towards the finish line.  Our           
$1 million goal is now in sight thanks to the collective efforts of all our generous  
   donors!   
 

 As the 2017 annual report went to the press, the Foundation assets in 2018 had already grown to 
nearly $925,000.  This is the result of the Legacy Campaign and ongoing contributions from many.  We 
originally anticipated that we could reach our $1 million benchmark by 2020.  It now appears that we are on 
the path to surpass this goal by then.  This creates a permanent and tremendous gift to the parish as the 
Board Members hope to allocate approximately $50,000 annually to the operational budget of Our Lady of 
Victory parish and school once our goal is attained.  This achievement is accomplished by earnings alone 
while the principal continues to grow towards the next $1 million.   
 
 We could not have had this success without the trust of all our supporters.  You have faith in our 
commitment towards assisting the future endeavors of the parish and school.  We feel fortunate to have 
earned your trust and pledge our ongoing efforts to remain loyal stewards of your gifts.    
 
 The Legacy Campaign still welcomes your participation.  Please contact any one 
of our Board Members if you would like to become a part of this successful mission.  
Help us to keep on running with passion towards a final kick to exceed our $1 million 
goal and begin ongoing efforts towards the next million.  OLV will be even more successful in 
the future in its mission to serve all the parish needs. 
 
 May God continue to bless us abundantly. 

The Wellness Committee and Health Ministry Team are focusing on educating parishioners about important 
health topics.  In addition to the weekly Wellness Corner in the bulletin, we have created Wellness Corner 2.0.  
Once every other month on weekends, we will have a table set up in the gathering space with information 
about a timely health topic.  We provide handouts and freebies!  In June, the topic was emergency 
preparedness.  Examples of emergency kits you should have in your home were displayed and booklets were 
provided.  In July the topic was picnic safety.  Samples of sunscreen and bug repellent were passed out as well 
as information on how to properly store foods.  Healthy snacks were also served.  In August, information about 
immunizations along the health span was provided, trifold immunization cards and fun band aids were 
available.   
 
Our October health topic is on child abuse.  We are partnering with Scott County Kids to offer The Lisa 
Project.  OLV is the first church in Iowa to provide this opportunity.  “The Lisa Project is a unique           
multi -sensory exhibit experience allowing the visitor to hear, see and experience the reality of the world of 
child abuse.  Through audio narration from a child’s perspective visitors are guided room by room through 
scenarios depicting abuse.  This experience will fully immerse each guest into the world that these children 
face on a daily basis.”  Please plan to spend 10 minutes to participate in the audio tour anytime during the 
following hours:  Saturday, October 20th, 12:00 PM - 6:00 PM and Sunday, October 21st ,7:30 AM - 1:00 PM in the 
Gathering Space Meeting Room.  This is a PG-13 tour, we will provide a kids area and entertain the younger 
children while you take your 10 minute tour.  The purpose of this exhibit is to provide resources and 
information, increase community awareness of child abuse, promote child abuse prevention and to help 
protect children and strengthen families.   
 
We hope you will take advantage of these opportunities to increase your knowledge for your own health and 
for the well-being of your family. 

 
 $925,000 

$1,000,000 
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Our annual Christmas Carousel Bazaar with be held on Saturday, November 3rd from 8:00 AM to 
4:00 PM and Sunday, November 4th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM in the JFK School Cafeteria and 
Gym.  Featured items include:  home décor, homemade candies, baked goods and much, much 
more! 
   
                           CONSIGNORS NEEDED 
If you would like to be a consignor at the bazaar, please call Barb Reardon for an application at                        
563-386-5881.  All items in our Bazaar must be handmade or homemade.   
  
       BAZAAR HELP NEEDED 
Members of the Ladies Council will be calling parishioners to ask if they could donate two hours of their time 
to help at the Bazaar.  Help is needed on Thursday, November 1 at 6:00PM, Friday, November 2, beginning at  
1:00PM (until the bazaar is set up), and on November 3 & 4 for the actual bazaar (2 hour shifts).  Help is also 
needed on Sunday, November 4 at 1:30 PM to help with clean up after the bazaar. To schedule a time to 
volunteer or if you have questions, please call Jeanne at 563-391-0716 
If you would like to be a cashier for the bazaar, please contact Charlotte at 563-391-0355. 

 
        DONATIONS 
Donations are needed of homemade items.  If you would like to donate a gift card or make a cash donation to 
help with the purchase of items for the kitchen, the candy booth and the bake shop please contact the parish 

office or make your check payable to: OLV Ladies Council.  Donations can be dropped off at the 
Parish office.  
 
      SERVICE HOURS 
Students, if you need service hours, please call Jeanne Barnett at 563-391-0716. 
 
       RAFFLE TICKETS 
Please pick up your envelope with raffle tickets in the Gathering Space.  Extra tickets will be 

available kiosk. Get your chance to win $1,000.00 or the Famous Quilt made with love by Fr. Jake’s mom! 

 

   Christmas Carousel Bazaar  
                   By:  Jeanne Barnett 

“Taking Pride in our Rural Heritage”                                                                       
By: Lisa Willows 

August 16, 2018 was a special day for Curtis and Mary Frick and their family as they accepted the Iowa 
Heritage Farm Award at the Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines.  The Iowa Department of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship in conjunction with the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation established the Heritage Farm Program 
for farm families that have owned at least 40 acres of land for 150 years or more. Ownership and operation of 
a farm by members of the same family for one hundred and fifty years or more is a significant 
accomplishment. All three of their daughters, their husbands, and their grandson Jake were with them that 
day to accept the award.   
 
The Frick’s Family Farm was founded in 1868 when Curtis Frick’s great-grandfather Johann Frick purchased the 
farm.  Curtis and Mary are the 4th generation to farm it and moved to the farm in March of 1968.  Curtis has 
lived there for over 70 years (all but the first 3 1/2 years they were married).   
 
Agriculture is important to the Frick’s and farmers work hard to provide for their own families as well as help 
feed the world.  Farming is hard work and it takes a lot of faith.  “It is a great way of life and it is so awesome 

to be a part of the annual cycles of the seasons from planting 
through harvest.  It is also a wonderful place to raise a family” 
said Mary.  The fellowship in the rural communities is hard to 
explain but, everyone comes together in times of hardship or 
need.  When it is time to celebrate, happy times are shared too! 
 
The Heritage Farm Award is a great tribute to multiple family 
farms in Iowa.  Curtis and Mary are honored and excited that 
their daughter Stephanie and her husband Mike (5th generation) 
and son Jake (6th generation) will continue the legacy.   
 
Farm generations weather many types of storms, and it is 
difficult to  keep a farm in the same family for this long.  Mary 
said “we truly thank God for the many blessings He has provided 
us.” 
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      By:  Evan Brankin 
 
We should be disciples of Jesus Christ making faith matter and sharing God’s love to make more disciples.  
But what if we aren’t? 
 
Are you a disciple of Jesus Christ?  
A disciple isn’t just someone who learns from a master.  A disciple dedicates him or herself to becoming just 
like the master. This doesn’t mean you’re perfect; it means you want to be like Jesus, even as imperfect as 
you are.  If you can confidently state that you are a disciple of Jesus Christ, then what?  
 
Are you making more disciples?  
If not, why not? What holds you back from sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with other people?  Disciples 
are men and women who have been set free by God’s love from sin and death, in order that they may truly 
love God and give of themselves. Disciples give in spite of their own brokenness--their giving heals the 
brokenness. 
 
What’s good about the Good news?  
If you can’t answer that, then you probably didn’t answer yes to the questions above, and it’s at least partly 
the fault of those of us who are disciples for not sharing with you. 
  
In my life, freedom has taken many twists and turns, because I have often gone back to living a sinful life, 
even while claiming to be a disciple. A priest friend who served as my spiritual director told me once that I 
was addicted to pride. My pride led me into constant fights with friends and family, ruined all my 
relationships, and brought me to look down on those I thought less “Catholic” than myself. Pride is the root of 
all temptation. As humans, every one of us is a naturally selfish creature who requires supernatural help to be 
anything else.  
 
God often had to shout at me but, He also spoke to me through the people He placed in my life, friends and 
family members who loved me despite my attitude. Where would I be without those people? Lost. This is why 
it is so important that we be a people who share this Good News.  
 
The Good News is the freedom that Jesus brings, and I can tell you from my personal experience that it’s the 
best of all possible news.  
 
Discipleship is an apprenticeship in certain habits, and those habits form you more and more in the image of 
Jesus.   
In youth ministry here at OLV many of us have been wrestling with how 
best to evangelize young people in our parish – to help them commit to 
Jesus Christ as a disciple and then learn to live that life.  But apprenticing 
means having a mentor or mentors who show you, bit by bit, how to be 
whoever it is you want to be. 
 
Who are the disciples of the 450+ teens of our parish?  
We want to be a parish where every member is a disciple, and every 
disciple is sharing the Good News with those who need to hear it, 
especially young people.  
 
To help facilitate this, we’re establishing small discipleship groups as communities that would meet the basic 
psychological and developmental needs all teenagers have for belonging, transparency, understanding, 
guidance, and faithfulness. More positive adult role models in the lives of our teens would help them and their 
parents to navigate the storms of adolescence. Most importantly, our teens would have the chance to learn 
and live those habits of discipleship and hear that good news from us, the ones who’ve lived it. You’re invited 
to come grow with God, share your faith, and love your neighbors with OLV youth ministry, and share the good 
news in your life with those who need to hear it. 

Share your Faith 
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Shipwrecked Vacaction Bible School 2018 
By:  Jennifer Wemhoff 

 
The week of July 23-27 was a very busy week for 48 children as they were 
Shipwrecked during the day for Vacation Bible School.  Children were 
encouraged on day 1, “that when you are lonely…. Jesus rescues!”  Each 
day the children began at Castaway Sing and Play were they would be 
introduced to the Bible point of the day along with the animal of the day 
and a new song.  They then made there way to various stations that 
reinforced the Bible point of the day.  The stations included:  Bible 
Discovery, Imagination Station, Ship Rec Games, Tropical Treats, and Kid 
Vid Cinema.  Each day we would all gather together again for our Sail 
Away Sendoff.  Where we would again gather in song and share what we 
learned about our Bible point throughout the morning.  Our amazing Shipwrecked volunteers guided us and led 
us each day at our various stations.  On day 2, we learned that “when you worry….Jesus rescues,”   with the 
help of our energetic guides; Brooke, Stephanie, Isabella, Lindsay, Adie, and Elizabeth they helped us learn a 
new song Don’t Worry About a Thing to reinforce the Bible point of the day.  We learned on  Day 3 that 
“When you struggle….Jesus rescues.”  Our awesome station leaders (Mrs. Angie Logan, Ms. Karen Kilburg, Mrs. 

Brenda Fox, and Zach Wemhoff) led the students each day at the various 
stations.  Mrs. Logan (also assistant VBS director) led the kids in a session of 
Ship Rec Games and the Kid Vid Cinema each day.  Mrs. Fox worked with the 
castaways and their creative side at Imagination Station.  At the Bible 
Discovery station Ms. Kilburg shared a Bible story that helped us remember 
the Bible point of each day.  The castaways then spent a session at Ship Rec 
Games with Mr. Zach, the games also helped the castaways remember the 
Bible point of the day.   We learned about God’s forgiveness on Day 4, as our 
Bible point of the day was:  “When you do wrong…Jesus rescues.”  As we 
approached the end of the week, the raft we were building to help us off the 
island was looking good and we were all hopeful it would take us where we 

needed to go. So on  Day 5, when our Bible point of the day was:  “When you’re powerless….Jesus rescues,”  
we knew that we had to rely on Jesus to help us off that island no matter how great our raft was coming 
along.  At our final Sail Away Send Off on Friday, the castaways shared with their family members and friends 
what they had learned while they had been Shipwrecked  all week.  They shared some of their favorite songs, 
the Bible points they had learned throughout their stay on the island, and witnessed exploding paint!  They 
learned that while Jesus may not explode paint in our lives, he will rescue us when we allow him to.   The 
castaways, Shipwrecked  guides, and adult station leaders were the best group to be stranded with all week on 
our island—thank you for a wonderful faith filled week!   

John F. Kennedy Catholic School made significant security upgrades over the 
summer.  Concrete barriers and bollards were put along the school to protect the students 
from moving cars at drop off and pick up times, and gates and fencing were installed to make 
the entire south part of the parking lot safe for recesses when the soccer and baseball fields 
are too wet for students' use.  Twenty-two security cameras were also installed inside and 
outside the school.   

We would like to thank the many parishioners, staff members, parish council, board of education, and finance 
council for their continuous input on this project as we moved to fruition.  Sketches for handicapped and 
visitor parking at the same level as the main doors were also favorably discussed and await future funding.  
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FAITH IN ACTION. DIGNITY AT WORK. HOPE FOR THE FUTURE… 
By:  Char McGovern 

 
Ethical trade is all of the above actions. Our Lady of Victory Christian Service ministry has been selling 
Ethical/Fair trade items for almost four years. We sell every other MONTH in the Gathering Space on Social 
Sundays and also Saturday evenings. We have chocolates, virgin olive oil, spices, coffee, soups, cocoa and 
other items. Coming up will be our Fourth annual Ethical/Fair Trade festival. It will be held in the Gathering 
Space on Saturday, November 17, from 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM and Sunday, November 18th, from                     
7:30 AM - 1:00 PM. Please join us and start your Christmas shopping early (there will be no Social Sunday 
that weekend).  Along with SERRV items, we will offer direct trade coffee from Juan Ana coffee, Guatemala 
and items from Project Lydia-fair trade crafted by women and their children from Malawi, Africa such as 
jewelry, purses, pottery, baskets and soaps. All of the chocolate we sell are Divine Chocolates that are made 
in Germany with all the cocoa coming from Ghana. If you noticed that we did not 
have olive oil or a larger chocolate selection at our September sales; it is because it 
was too hot to get those items shipped.  
 
Our support can change lives. Through long-term relationships, safe working 
conditions and fair payments, our purchases have a lasting effect on families and 
communities around the world. Ethical trade empowers women and is a nonprofit 
partnership between Catholic Relief Services and SERRV.  Many of the unique 
products that are offered are crafted by marginalized women around the world. Your 
ethical/fair trade purchase brings them income, independence and pride. Since 
1949, SERRV has been empowering small-scale artisans and farmers to earn a fair 
living from their work, breaking the cycle of poverty and building stronger communities world wide. Children 
can go to school, women have stable jobs and families are not forced to separate due to economic 
hardships. The items that we select come from India, Vietnam, Ghana, Africa, South Africa, Mexico, 
Bangladesh, Haiti, the Holy Land, Philippines, Egypt, Zwaziland, Guatemala and Israel.  

Pope Francis calls us to care for the downtrodden, feed the hungry and help the poor. Your purchases can do 
all of that! Please join us November 17-18 in our Gathering Space to start your Christmas shopping early and 
help those who want to help themselves.  

A Lakota medicine man becomes Catholic 
teacher 

    By:  Judy Johnson 
The sainthood cause for Nicholas Black Elk, a Lakota leader who is 
credited with bringing hundreds of Native Americans to the Catholic 
faith, has been an important activity for our sister parish friends at 
Christ the King, Porcupine, SD.  Black Elk served for 50 years as a 
catechist and lay minister on the Pine Ridge Reservation during the 
early 20th century.  He is widely revered as a Holy Man—someone 
faithful to his culture and its ways while simultaneously maintaining 
a deep devotion to the Catholic Church.  Raising him up to a 
position of honor in the Church would be 
a source of pride and hope for the entire 
reservation where people are often 
weighed down by a multitude of harsh 
realities and negative influences. 
 
The road to canonization is a lengthy,    
3-step process which requires evidence 
of at least two miracles attributed to 
the candidate’s intercession.  We are 
praying along with the CTK community 
that information collected during this 
first phase of testimony will find Black 
Elk worthy to have his cause move 
forward.  His exemplary stewardship of 
time and talent is an inspiration to both 
of our parishes. 


