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 Happy New Year!  Fr. Dan and I hope and pray that your New Year has gotten off to a great start.  The celebration 
of Christmas here at Our Lady of Victory was beautiful, so I believe that our parish was spiritually ready for the beginning 
of this New Year.        

As I mentioned in a recent bulletin article, the parish was able to accomplish many capital improvements 
throughout 2017, so the parish is definitely looking forward to a well-deserved rest from this type of activity in 2018.  
Even though there were many projects happening on the campus, the ministry provided by the parish was not affected in 
any way.  Therefore, I wanted to take this opportunity to share with the parish a summary of the ministry that was 
provided at Our Lady of Victory over the last year.  I hope that this information helps the parish understand what your 
continued financial and spiritual support does for the life of the parish.  Thank you for your generous support of the 
teaching, preaching, and healing of Christ that happens here at our parish!  

Our Lady of Victory, please pray that we may continue to be good stewards of the gifts that God has given to us 
as we enter into this New Year!   

 
Summary of Ministry 2017 

 
596 Masses were celebrated in the parish church during the last year.   
Fr. Dan and I celebrated 49 Masses at Silvercrest, Ridgecrest, and at Assumption High School.  
644 students, ages 4-18, participate in faith formation programs offered through John F. Kennedy Catholic School and 

Our Lady of Victory faith formation programs. 
John F. Kennedy Catholic School provided an excellence education to 497 students, Pre-Kindergarten through 8th 

grade, and the school continues to prove that “there is difference in education.”  
The parish welcome 85 different people into the Catholic Church through baptisms and professions of faith.  The 

infant and child baptisms totaled 71 for the year.  
The number of first communions were up this year.  Between second-graders and those adults who came into the 

Catholic Church through RCIA, 58 people received Jesus Christ in the Eucharist for the first time.  
The Bishop confirmed 38 students here at our parish, and another six people received this Sacrament at Easter.  
Confessions were heard for over 100 hours during the last year, and there are many people who make special 

appointments to have their confessions heard.  
The parish prepared 19 couples for marriage during this last year, and of these marriages, 14 were celebrated in the 

parish church. 
The parish nurses, the clergy of the parish, and many other volunteers made over 900 visits to those in the hospital 

along with parishioners who are homebound, either at their homes or in care facilities, during the last year.  
These visits will continue to increase as more people volunteer to be extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion.   

The parish performed 53 funerals this year, and Fr. Dan and I assisted with many funerals celebrated in other 
locations.  
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Parish Appreciation Party 
Saturday, January 20, 2018 

in the OLV Parish Center (adjacent to JFK School) 
Doors open at 5:30 PM 
Food served at 6 PM 

 
Parish Council hosts this event to express thanks to all our adult members who serve the 
parish and school in any capacity.  Those who… 

…pray, sing and worship with us 

…donate food or Ribbon Tree / Wishing Well gifts 

…perform a liturgical role at Mass 

…support our outreach ministries to the poor and disadvantaged 

…help with faith formation, youth ministry, or adult learning 

…contribute to the offertory 

…use Christ’s gifts as caring parents, loyal friends, generous people, and ethical workers 

…the list goes on and on 
 
We want to personally welcome into the parish family all who joined us during 2017.  There is no cost to attend and no 
obligation to sign up for a committee or work on a project.  Simply come and get better acquainted with our community. 
 

Substantial Hors d’oeuvres, beverages and desserts will be served. 
Light entertainment is provided. 

 
To help us plan, RSVP to the parish office, 563-391-4245, or davolv@diodav.org 

 
We look forward to meeting you! 

Please join us for the annual 

 

Stewardship in Action 
By:  Judy Johnson 

A funeral is a somber time for friends and family, but music during the service can uplift those in attendance and help    
reduce the grief they are feeling.  Hymns and sung responses help mourners recognize that life goes on after death.  Yes 
the body is gone, but the spirit remains forever and our loved one is reunited with God.  Our Resurrection Choir is         
comprised of men and women from the parish who volunteer their time and vocal skills to help create a climate of healing 
and prayer during funerals.  Anyone available during the week is invited to sing with the choir, which is usually unrehearsed 
and responds on short notice—just a few days in advance.  The musical repertoire is fairly basic and draws from familiar 
Sunday liturgies.  We are sincerely grateful for every ones dedication to this important ministry, and for all who live     
stewardship through their prayers, service and sharing! 

Anyone interested may contact 
Tom Kelly at 563-391-9021 if 
they wish to be added to the 
call list to receive notification 
when a funeral is scheduled.  
Members serve as they are 
able. 
 

mailto:davolv@diodav.org
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A Belated Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the OLV Foundation 
by Mike Lazio 

 
 
I trust you enjoyed the Holiday Season and received the gift of another year of good health and 
happiness for you and your families.  I know this is not always the case for everyone as unexpected 
deaths took two of my best friends in 2017.  Still I have so much to be thankful for, recognizing that 
everything I have is a gift from God. 
 
On behalf of the Foundation, thank you to all who participate in its endeavors.  Recently the Board 
with Fr. Jake’s blessing announced the Legacy Campaign to reach a goal of $1 million in the OLV 

Foundation.  This objective requires tremendous faith and volunteerism by many.  We are excited to announce that 
parishioners’ initial response has been exceptional.  The Foundation grew very gradually from its inception in 1989 until 
its assets reached $500,000 in its first 25 years.  This amount accumulated with minimal marketing.  However, in the past 
few years our treasury has evolved much more rapidly.  The Foundation has surpassed $650,000 and with your grateful 
assistance, we anticipate the $1 million goal will be reached by 2020! 
 
The Foundation has given over $250,000 back to OLV since its inception. 
 
The Foundation has experienced a welcome growth as a result of the introduction of the 300 Club.  We have grown from 
13 members in 2013, to 44 in 2014, to 62 in 2015 and 88 in 2016.  We are again excited to announce we expect to exceed 
100 members with the Legacy Campaign.  With the Legacy Campaign, we are also seeing growth at the other gift levels 
created for the Foundation. 
 
One’s awareness for charitable giving becomes more present as April 15th approaches.  The Foundation and its Legacy 
Campaign has several options and resources of some Board members to confidentially assist you to enhance your tax and 
estate planning.  We are here to help donors accomplish more with their gift than they perhaps thought possible.  Are you 
aware of “Donor Advised Funds” that one can establish?  Now is an opportune time to reflect upon your 2017 year 
resolutions as you consider how to decide on this year’s charitable donations when you meet with your tax advisor. 
 
As I pen this article, the tax laws are being revised.  With many changes anticipated, your options may cause you to 
reflect more about ways you can participate.  If you are 70 ½ years of age, you might consider an IRA Qualified Charitable 
Distribution.  There are ways to reduce your taxable income even if you don’t itemize your deductions.   
 
Other ways one can participate are through gifts of cash through monthly use of parish Foundation envelopes or online; 
gifts of stocks, bonds, mutual funds; memorial & honorary gifts; or via estate planning, i.e. listing the Foundation as a life 
insurance beneficiary.  The income provided to the parish supports the many services, ministries and facilities at OLV in 
perpetuity.  We all benefit from the funds administered by the Foundation.  This is a wonderful testament of the 
generosity and wise stewardship of our faith-filled community.  With sincere gratitude, I invite you to tour our web site, 
http://www.olvjfk.com/olv/olv-foundation/foundation-facts/ and to prayerfully consider joining the Foundation as a 

benefactor to one of our many great Catholic causes.   

 
Creating a Legacy is rewarding.  Thank you for your gifts in 2017! 

OLV Ladies Council 

   By:  Maureen Mosse 

Thank you, thank you to the OLV Parish from the OLV Ladies 

Council!!  Because of your support, we were able to present Fr. Jake 

with a check for $10,000 to go toward the purchase of an electronic 

sign and $2000 to the Our Lady of Victory Foundation.   

http://www.olvjfk.com/olv/olv-foundation/foundation-facts/
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  The Victory Voice · Davenport, IA 

The other day I overheard someone say that she had to buy some candles for the “real” Advent wreath.  I had to chuckle 
as it doesn’t really seem to me to be Advent any more until we get out the Advent “wreath” made by my daughter Caitlin 

when she was in kindergarten at JFK.  That was thirteen years ago! 

Only in a Catholic school. 

 

Advent “Wreaths” in a Catholic School 

By: Chad Steimle 

We are disciples of Jesus Christ, making faith matter, and sharing God’s love, to make more disciples. 
 

 We have returned! As many of you know, NCYC was this past November 16th-19th. We traveled to Indianapolis for 
three nights to share in an incredible experience with twenty-five thousand other teens and adult leaders. We heard 
great speakers for the keynotes and breakouts, experienced adoration like never before, celebrated mass with more 
priests than we could count, and wandered around with friends in the thematic village exploring all the different venues 
for expressing our faith. We laughed, cried, shouted, played, prayed, ate, and (eventually) slept. This is NCYC. And 
coming back from this experience, coming down from this high - this mountain top experience in the spiritual life, many 
wonder, “what now?” 
 

For two years we fundraised and prepared to make this trip possible for our teens, and I can tell you with 
absolute certainty there are teens who could not have come without your support as a parish throughout that time. You 
have made a big difference to these young people through your support, and we hope you will continue to support us as 
we move forward, as we answer that question for them of “what now?” 

 
Advent is a time of preparation for the imminent arrival of Jesus Christ – that celebration of the Incarnation of 

God called Christmas. NCYC, which occurs just before Advent, is one more way that teens have of encountering the 
Incarnate God in the Sacraments, their peers, and the Church as a whole. But NCYC only lasts for three days. This 
Christmas, I want to invite the whole parish to think of itself in the light of the Incarnation. Ask yourself, to whom am I 
being Jesus Christ, right now? Because that’s the essence of “what now?” Having encountered Jesus Christ, we are called 
to discipleship with Him. What does that look like? It looks like joy even in sorrow. It looks like peace even amidst 
turmoil. It looks like hope shining in darkness. It looks like becoming the veritable Body of Christ. 

 
This is especially important to young people in the world, who feel acutely the struggles, triumphs, failings, 

darkness, and doubt of these times. We do not live in the best of times, but through God’s Grace, we have the freedom 
to choose to make our times better. So this Christmas, reach out to a young person in your life, with the intent of being 
Jesus Christ to that person. And be prepared to meet Jesus Christ in that person, to let Him revitalize your faith, inflame 
your hope, and rejuvenate your love of God through the love you meet in our young people. Our parish has exceptional 
youth, and they will always need our support. And we will always need theirs, too. 

 

God bless, Merry Christmas, and may we grow with God, share our faith, and love our neighbors this 

Christmastime. 
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Although the New Year has just begun, Lent is just around the corner this year.  Often we talk about prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving during the Lenten season.  This year I would ask that when you focus on the prayer aspect of Lent and that you 
spend a few extra minutes each day to pray for those children preparing to receive their First Communion on April 22 
here at Our Lady of Victory.    
Here is an example of a prayer:  May you (insert name of child) always know the peace of Jesus, the light of His love and 
the joy of His life within you.  Amen  
 
  Aubrey  Elizabeth Jalissa  Caroline Emma  Laney 
  Ian   Adrian  Alison  Ethan  Emily  Eric 
  Greyson  Ryan  Lucas  Elijah  Ashton 
  Braeden Hailey  Augustine Riley  Natalie  
  Andrew  Noah  Milliana  Montana Connor 
  Nathaniel Vincent  Leyla  Max  Quinn 
  McKenzie Izabelle  Priya  Leia  Luke 
  Jason  Payden  Colin  Mason  Avery 
  Annabelle Zachary  Peyton  Catalyna Ava 
  Conner  Abigail  Matilda  Abigail  Keaton 
  Kyle  Jayden  Charles  Sydney  Peyton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Confirmation Update 
 
Important upcoming dates to remember: 

 Coffee and Doughnuts with your sponsor - January 21st after 9 AM mass in the JFK  Cafeteria. We will be going over 
information regarding Confirmation, Confirmation practice, pictures and attire. 

 Confirmation practice - Thursday, April 26th at 6 PM in the Gathering Space/Church 

 Confirmation - Friday, April 27th at 7:00 PM 
 
Please join us in praying for our Confirmation Candidates, their parents and sponsors as they continue on in their faith 
journey. 
 
 Braden  Lauren  Ethan  Noah  Grace  Zach  Rebekah  
 Emma  Payton  Emily  Lindsay  Anastasha Kayla  Sydney 
 Jacob  Patrick  Wiley  Hope  Dylan  Peter  Owen 
 Elizabeth Emma  Reese  Sam  Luka  Nadia  Regan 
 Alyanne  Dawsen  Brett  Anne  Madalynn Max  Brandon 
 Ethan  Owen  Alex  Sofia  David  Dylan  Erica 
 Nick  Gisella  Ethan  Jacob  Jonathan Josh  Anna 
 JJ  Livia  Grace  Tori  Margaret Kimberly Madison 
 Conner  Aimee  Karis  Colin 
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LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH: CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE WEEKEND 2018 
   By:  Hollie Matthys 
 

In February, Our Lady of Victory is providing all adults age 18 and over a chance to refresh their 
faith during a spiritual weekend retreat.  This opportunity is known as a Christian Experience 
Weekend (CEW) which offers you an opportunity to take a break from everyday life and take a 
look at who you are and where you are going.  It is a chance to rediscover yourself, your faith 
and your God.   
 
This Christian experience includes a series of talks, small group discussions, private reflection, 
and fun activities that focus on our relationships with self, God and others.  A team of 
community members, Priests, and Lay ministers conduct this spiritual retreat, which is enhanced 
by special prayer services, liturgies, two masses, and the opportunity for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.   

 
The weekend begins Friday evening at 7:30 PM and ends Sunday afternoon at 4:30 PM.  Your $35.00 registration fee 
includes 5 wonderful meals, numerous snacks and drinks, and comfortable sleeping quarters with shower facilities.  No 
one will be turned away due to an inability to pay. 
 
The weekends are February 2-4 for the women, and February 16-18, for the men.  Brochures will be available in the kiosk 
in the gathering space, or online at olvjfk.com.  If you have any questions, please call Hollie Matthys (563) 343-1910 or 
Charlie Jones (563) 940-9350.     
 
For better planning, advance registration is requested.  Don't miss this opportunity to enhance your relationship with God 
and your Christian neighbors.  You won’t regret it!   
 

 
 

Our Lady of  Victory Youth Ministry 
Cordially Invites you to 
The Sweetheart Dinner 

When:  February 10, 2018 (following 4:30 Mass) 
         Where:  The Our Lady of  Victory Parish Center 

Cost:  $60.00 per couple 
                      Childcare will be provided!! 

  
Reservations only.  Contact Evan Brankin at davolvym@diodav.org or 

563-391-8384.  All proceeds will help support OLV Youth Ministry missions and trips 
Catered by:  Smokin’ Butt BBQ 
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Before 
After 

 
Rectory “Fixer Upper” 

By:  Rita Nagle 
We took the golden opportunity to redesign  Ann’s office. 
Ann used to be anxious to leave the office when her work day was finished, but now with this office remodel, it makes 
her workday more efficient and more pleasant.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Where:  Our Lady of Victory Parish Center 
When:  March 3, 2018 
Doors open at 5:30 PM 

BYOB…...heavy snacks provided 
Inclusive but not limited to sandwiches by Smokin’ Butt BBQ 

Proceeds benefit Our Lady of Victory Parish 
Contact Helen White at 563-370-3187 or Loretta Reed 563-650-3040 

Entry for the event is $25.00 per person, or $50.00 for a team of two. 
No refunds will be issued. 

 
Please make checks payable to St. Anne’s Circle and return the form 

with your payment to reserve your seat.   
 

The mailing address is: 
Our Lady of Victory 4105 N. Division Street 

Davenport, IA  52806 
Table assignments will be given at registration the night of the event.   

Teammates will  play together the entire night. 
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 Adults with Disabilities Retreat 
By:  Karen Kilburg 

It is that time of the year again.......Do you want a day filled with laughter, 
singing and helping others? Do you like to volunteer?? The Christian Service 
Committee and the Knights of Columbus are sponsoring a one day  renewal 
day that will be beneficial for all adult disabled persons and their family and 
friends in our community.  This spiritual event will take place on Saturday, 
February 24, 2018 from 9:00 AM – 3:30 PM at the Parish Center. 
 
The theme of the renewal day is “BEE Extra-ordinary Everyday .”  The day 
will be filled with short talks, crafts and singing. Lunch is provided. We are 
looking for volunteers and 
participants of all ages to 
come enjoy their day.  This 
event is a great family event 
to volunteer at!  If you have 
any questions, need 
information, or want to 
volunteer please call Karen 

at (563) 210-3470. 

Guardian Angel Pre-School 
      By:  Kitty Temming 
Preschool has been available at JFK since 1985 through Guardian Angel Preschool, and it started with a three year old 
class and two four year old classes. After the state of Iowa established the funding for the statewide voluntary preschool 
program (SWVPP) for four-year-olds in 2007, JFK and the other Catholic schools in Davenport became partners with the 
Davenport school district in 2008. Through this program, four year old preschool has been without tuition and has 
expanded to four 4-year old classes. Guardian Angel now offers two 3-year old classes as well.  
JFK’s four-year-old preschool classes are longer than the minimum time required by the state and meet five days a week 
in the morning or the afternoon. Capped at 20 students with a ten to one or smaller student to adult ratio, group 
instruction emphasizes emerging literacy and math skills. Children must turn four years of age by September 15th of the 
year they begin the 4-year-old program at Guardian Angel. Because JFK’s preschool program is longer than required by 
the state, there is a small extended time fee paid at the time of registration.  
Three-year-olds attend preschool in our Early Childhood Learning Center (ECLC.) Two options for attendance are offered: 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday and Tuesday-Thursday, mornings only, between the hours of 7:45-10:15am. Children must turn 
three by their first day of attendance or by September 15th of the year they begin 3-year-old preschool, and they must be 
able to use the bathroom independently. There is a tuition charge for preschool.  
 

Mark your calendars: 
 

Kindergarten Round-Up: February 15, 2018 
8AM to 9:30 AM & 5:45 PM to 7:15 PM 

 
Pre-School Registration (JFK Families and Parishioners): February 12, 2018 7:30 AM (JFK Cafeteria) 

 
Pre-School Open Registration begins: February 15, 2018  

Do you use online services to pay bills?  If yes, 

planning your giving to the parish can now be 

as easy as POINT—CLICK—SHARE!  By directing 

your online payment service to make Our Lady 

of   Victory a regular recipient, there’s yet 

another way to fulfill your good stewardship 

intentions.  Your contributions come to the 

parish automatically, on the schedule you 

designate.  No more mad rush to find your weekly offering envelopes or a 

pen to write the check!  A great way to keep OLV/JFK a priority when it 

comes to sharing financial gifts. 

callto:+1(563)%20210-3470

