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A Message From Our Pastor 
 
Dear Parishioners, 
 
In our efforts to stay healthy and well we tend to the needs of our bodies, minds, and spirits. Through our various stages of 
growth we practice good nutrition and we exercise for the health of our bodies. We practice our faith by worship and good 
works to develop our spirituality. As we mature and grow older we are encouraged to “exercise” our brains by stimulating 
mental activities. Some do this by playing bridge or working crossword puzzles or solving Sudoku brain teasers or working 
out on a computer-based program. One thing I have taken up lately is the Hocus-Focus challenge in a daily newspaper. The 
“player” is to study two similar-looking cartoon panels and find at least six differences in details between the two – a minor 
test of mental acuity. 
 
I draw your attention now to another “panel” found on page 2. Actually it is the enticing logo for the Year of Mercy, re-
cently begun on December 8, as called for by our Holy Father, Pope Francis. The logo and the motto – “Merciful like the 
Father” – provide a fitting summary of what this Jubilee Year is all about. The motto is an invitation to follow the merciful 
example of our Heavenly Father, who asks us not to judge or condemn but to forgive and give love and forgiveness without 
measure (see Luke 6:37-38).  
 
In the logo we see an artistic interpretation of Jesus, the Good Shepherd. In this visual, however, the Lord bears on his 
shoulders not the lost sheep but the Son carries the lost soul. Remnants of the crucifixion -- the nail prints in the Lord’s 
hands and feet and the wood of the cross -- bring together the profound truth of faith: out of love for sinners, the mystery 
of Jesus’ Incarnation (celebrated on Christmas) is brought to completion in the redemption of us all (the Paschal Mystery).  
 
One fascinating feature in the logo is the merging of the eyes of the Good Shepherd with the eyes of man. The artist, Jesuit 
Father Marko Rupnik, is telling us that Christ sees with the eyes of Adam, and Adam with the eyes of Christ. We, too, are to 
see the world and its many people with the eyes of Christ. May we gaze upon all humanity with the eyes of kindness, com-
passion, and mercy. This is our special call, not only during these days of Advent in preparation for Christmas, but through-
out this Year of Mercy. 
 
Merry Christmas to all of you.  See you in church! 



EVENTS 
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The Year of Mercy 
Quotes on Mercy  
We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, 
serenity, and peace. Our salvation depends on it. 
 

Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. 
 

Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us. 
 

Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks sin-
cerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of life. 
 

Mercy: the bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of 
being loved forever despite our sinfulness. 
 
(Misericordiae vultus, §2)   The beautiful Logo presents the merciful love of Our 
Risen Lord who fully reveals the Merciful Love of the Father. 
 
What does the term mean?  
Check out the Diocesen website (www.davenportdiocese.org) This is from one of 
the many selections to learn more about it: 
 
“Happy the merciful, for they will receive mercy” (Matthew 5:7). Jesus promises nothing else to the merciful than what 
they are already living—mercy. In the other beatitudes, the promise contains something more, leads further: those who 
weep will be comforted; the pure of heart will see God. But what more could God give to the merciful? Mercy is the full-
ness of God and of human beings. The merciful are already living God’s own life.  
 
“Mercy” is an old word. In the course of its long history it has acquired a very rich meaning. In Greek, the language of the 
New Testament, the word for mercy is eleos. This word is familiar to us from the prayer Kyrie eleison, which is a call for 
the Lord’s mercy. Eleos is the usual translation in the Greek version of the New Testament for the Hebrew word hesed. 
Hesed is one of the most beautiful words in the Bible. It is often translated simply by love. 
 
…Mercy in the biblical sense is much more than simply one aspect of God’s love. Mercy is in some sense God’s own be-
ing. God speaks his Name three times to Moses. The first time, he says “I am who I am.” (Exodus 3:14). The second time: 
“I am gracious to whom I am gracious, and show mercy to whom I show mercy.” (Exodus 33:19). The rhythm of the 
phrase is the same, but graciousness and mercy are substituted for being. For God, being who he is means being gracious 
and showing mercy. This is confirmed by the third proclamation of the divine Name: “The Lord, a merciful and gracious 
God, slow to anger, rich in steadfast love and faithfulness.”(Exodus 34:6).   
Last updated: 7 May 2008 from Taize 
 
What is OLV doing to celebrate?  Many ways of celebrating are in review. The Liturgy Committee is working with Faith 
Formation to develop a life–long learning plan for the year. 
 

Join Diocesan celebrations, such as the Cathedral Opening Reconciliation with the Bishop on December 13. 
Adult Bible study by Stephen J. Binz entitled Divine Mercy. This is a  six week look at Old and New Testament readings 
which reveal that God’s most fundamental attribute is mercy. Again and again God demonstrates faithful love for the 
world and calls people to a joyful and abundant life. Dates and times to be announced at Lent. 
Look for information and activities featuring the Corporal and Spiritual    Works of Mercy at various committee 
events and through JFK and Faith Formation. 
A movie series is being planned which features family films demonstrating Mercy. Watch the bulletin for details. 
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P A R I S H  M I N I S T R I E S  

Wellness Committee 
By Ann Lee, RN 
 
As another year draws to a close many of us reflect on what we have accomplished in the past year, or even perhaps in 
the last decade. In 2002 Our Lady of Victory formed a Parish Nurse ministry with the mission to… “Empower our parish 
family to incorporate wellness of mind, body, and spirit into our daily lives through health education and support”.  So 
how have we done? 
 
To begin with the program has grown into a vibrant health and wellness ministry with a dedicated Parish Nurse and 
Health Advocate in addition to a diverse wellness committee. Our nurse and advocate make numerous phone contacts 
and personal visits to parishioners with health concerns. They offer emotional support, prayer, and a wealth of educa-
tional and resource information.  As a group, the wellness committee coordinates and hosts educational programs such 
as this year’s Caregivers and Bright Pink presentations. Our advocate participated in the JFK fair to distribute information 
about bullying. A summer walking and nutrition program was offered to all interested individuals to encourage better 
health habits. Weekly health related tips are in the Sunday bulletin as another way to educate and inform. Volunteers 
continue to provide monthly blood pressure checks after mass. Most recently we participated in the Trunk or Treat fes-
tivities by providing apples and toothbrushes to our youngest parishioners. 
 
The list of activities and offerings could continue but I think it is safe to say we have done our best this year to meet our 
mission, and we look forward to the year ahead. We will continue our two fund raisers (Valentine bake sale and spring 
book sale) that support scholarships for parishioners seeking continued education in the health fields. We also hope to 
offer new educational programs such as Dental Care for the elderly. It is our sincere hope that you will take advantage of 
as many of our offerings as possible.  In the meantime if you need support for a health concern please call Carol Burns, 
RN at 391-4724, or Bonnie Beyhl, OTR/L at 940-4058. 

Sister Parish News 
By Rita Ohland 
 
The pastoral coordinator, Veronica Valandra, told 
about Christ the King's parish feast day on Sunday, 
November 22nd.  The celebration included a bazaar.  
Raffle tickets were sold and many members donated 
items such as food and prizes for the event. 
 
On Sunday, November 15th, twenty students and 
their parents attended a Confirmation Retreat.  A 
second one will be held in the spring and confirma-
tion will be May 4th. 
 
Father Chris Johnson is the new pastor of Christ the 
King and he has encouraged the continuation of the 
sister parish relationship with Our Lady of Victory.  
Prayers are needed for their new ministry team and 
the sacramental preparation programs. 
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OLV FOUNDATION 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Foundation 
By Bernie Mack 
 
As we look forward to the Advent season, and the end of one year and the start of another, we pause to give thanks for 
our blessings and the people in our lives. It is also a time when charitable giving comes to mind. Charitable giving can be 
enhanced using income tax deductions; it can be much more effective when included as part of year-end tax planning. 

 
The Our Lady of Victory Foundation provides opportunities for people to permanently 
fund the financial support of the mission of the parish, by giving to the ministries that 
are most meaningful to them, and thus supporting and amplifying the work of the par-
ish, its school, and programs. We are here to help donors accomplish more with their 
gift than they thought possible. We are here to serve Our Lady of Victory parish in its 
Catholic mission. Today the Foundation attracts a growing number of parishioners who 
want to share the blessings God has given them in a way that will make a lasting differ-
ence to the church they love. 
 
 

Ways to give to the OLV Foundation: 
Gifts of Cash 
The simplest method of providing support is a cash gift. Cash gifts are 100% 
deductible for federal income tax purposes, subject to some limitations. 
Make checks payable to OLV Foundation. 
 
Online Gifts 
Credit or debit card payments are accepted online on the Foundation’s website 
(www.olvjfk.com/page/Foundation_Giving). The website is a secure and easy way 
to give. Donors receive an immediate email verification of their gift. 
 
Gifts of Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds 
Stocks, bonds or mutual fund shares that increase in value can have an 
immediate impact while creating an income tax deduction for the donor based on the gift’s current value.  Please contact 
any board member for instructions on how to make this type of gift. 
 
Memorial and Honorary Gifts 
Show appreciation for a treasured relationship with a memorial or honorary gift.   
 
Parish Envelopes 
Look for the envelope in your monthly packet with our logo and blue trim.  
 
The income provided to the parish supports the many ministries in our parish. We all benefit from the funds adminis-
tered by the OLV Foundation. This is a wonderful testament of the generosity and wise stewardship of our faith-filled 
parish. For generations to come, the mission of Our Lady of Victory Foundation will continue to sustain and enhance the 
charitable, the educational, and the spiritual ministries of our parish and school.  We who serve that heritage today are 
one with those who led the way yesterday.  With sincere gratitude, I invite you to tour our web site and to prayerfully 
consider becoming a part of the Foundation as a benefactor to one of our many great Catholic causes. Donations made 
prior to December 31, 2015 will be noted in the next Annual Report. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Stewardship in Action 
A little known, “under the radar,” effort to support parish youth ministry has been carried out since 2009 by Randy Beyhl 
and his family.  Randy collects and returns 5-cent refundable beverage containers then applies the proceeds to youth 
ministry fundraising.  Gathering recyclables is one aspect of the job.  Ensuring that all bottles and cans are clean and 
meet redemption center regulations takes additional work and this is where other members of the family lend a hand.  
Over the years $5,000 has been added to the youth activity fund…that’s the equivalent of 100,000 pop cans. 
 
Randy got involved when son Dylan (now a junior at University of Illinois) began the project as his way of participating in 
fundraising for a trip to the National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC).  Randy, who calls himself an Economic Environ-
mentalist, occasionally supplements the beverage containers by recycling other metals salvaged from parish and school 
renovation projects.  Junk appliances, discarded faucets and light fixtures, or broken chairs hauled to the scrap yard are 
also part of the total cash receipts. 
 
The NCYC Conference in Indianapolis last month engaged and inspired 48 youth and adults from Our Lady of Victory.  We 
heartily applaud Randy and the good stewards of the Beyhl family who actively supported this effort.  In addition, we 
commend the many folks who donate recyclables.  Hats off to the gentleman who has given Randy over 80 garbage bags 
filled with plastic pop bottles because he heard about the project and wants to help—even though he’s not an OLV mem-
ber.  Or the person Randy fondly calls “Ms. Canada Dry” because he regularly finds empties from this beverage in the re-
cycling barrel at church.  Small acts of stewardship, faithfully carried out over time, have certainly produced mighty re-
sults. 

A barrel to collect 5-cent refundable 
bottles and cans is located in the Win-
ter Entrance at church.  There is also a 
receptacle in the Parish Center that 
serves functions held on site.   

Pick up from your home or business 
may be arranged by calling Randy 
Beyhl at 563-726-1806.  Proceeds are 
used to support youth activities. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

On October 21st OLV YM and Faith Formation 
 held Night of the Living Rosary.  

Students made a rosary out of glow-sticks on the church 
lawn and left it out for the entire night.  

Youth Ministry 
By Zeke Mientkiewicz 
 
Well, what a fall it’s been! Here at our Lady of Victory Youth Ministry, we have had quite a time planning, preparing and 
hosting the events for our youth. So far, our most attended events have been our High School Youth nights. During these 
events, we have discussed a variety of topics ranging from the rosary to the examination of oneself. In addition, we took 
the night of October 28th to serve the less fortunate on our community. We made over 50 care packages of toiletries, 
warm clothing, and food supplies that helped the people who are homeless in Davenport stay warm through the cold 
autumn nights.  
 
In addition, our High School Youth nights were full of preparations for NCYC, which lasted from November 19th through 
the 22nd.  OLV took 41 kids and 7 chaperones to this life-changing event, which was packed full of opportunities to en-
counter Christ and to learn more about his church. Overall, it was a wonderful and energizing experience that left our 
kids excited to grow in their faith and to learn more.  
 
On December 6th we also hosted the annual St. Nick’s Pancake Breakfast. During this wonderful morning of friends, fam-
ily, and food, our youth got the chance to serve the parish and to share their experiences from NCYC and our other youth 
events.  
 
Stay posted for more news about our Junior High Youth nights and Young Adult events starting this January. If you are 
interested in volunteering with OLV Youth Ministry, or have any questions about what we do, please feel free to e-mail 
me at davolvym@diodav.org or give me a call at (563) 391-8384.  
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JFK 

Record Enrollment at JFK 
 

JFK’s K-8 and PS-8 enrollment both hit records in October this year.  There were 418 students in grades K-8 and a 
total of 518 in 3 year old preschool through 8th grade.  We are so proud of our Catholic school! 

Records 

Gr 2-5 

PS opens 

Children’s Offertory Program 
This stewardship message teaches children that God has given them unique and special gifts, that Jesus loves them just 
as they are, and they have something to share with the world.  Our children’s envelope program allows young people to 
place their own gifts to God in the offertory basket each week and provides a way for them to participate more fully in 
the Mass. 

 
We have two styles of children’s envelopes available.  Both allow the children to write 
down how they’ve used a gift of time or talent in service to others.  At Mass, during the 
preparation of the altar, the priest invites them to come forward to place their envelope 
in the special children’s basket.  Youngsters who are uncomfortable coming to the altar, 
may also place their envelope in the baskets that are passed through the congregation. 
 

The purpose of this program is NOT to raise more money for the parish, but to teach young people the joy of giving.  Any 
money enclosed should come from the child’s own funds rather than a parent’s wallet.  In an effort to connect children 
to God’s work throughout the world, some of the proceeds are used to sponsor Fernando Miranda Miranda, a 7 year old 
who lives in Guatemala.  Periodically messages from Fernando and outstanding acts of stewardship noted on the enve-
lopes are reported in the bulletin or parish newsletter. 
 
Single envelopes are always available at the doors of church.  Families wishing to take home a complete boxed set may 
find them near the children’s books in the Usher Alcove to the right of the Baptismal Font.  We pray that parents, grand-
parents and all who interact with young people will find the children’s offertory program to be a positive experience and 
a good conversation starter. 
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MISSION STATEMENT: 
Our Lady of Victory is a parish 
community, guided by the Holy Spirit, 
striving to grow in union and love with 
God and with each other. Grateful for 
God’s blessings, we are stewards of 
God’s love through sharing of our gifts 
and talents. Our mission is to build a 
faith community by living the Gospel of 
Christ through prayer and sacraments; 
education and faith formation; and 
social action and service to others. 

Refresh your faith during a spiritual weekend retreat in February and March 
2016. If you are an adult aged 18 and over, the Christian Experience Weekend 
(CEW) offers lots of faith, fun, fellowship and food (the four F’s of any good 
retreat). 
 

The Christian Experience Weekend gives you a chance to enhance your rela-
tionship with God and review your role in the community.  This Christian ex-
perience includes a series of talks, discussions, and fun activities that focus on 
your relationships with self, God and others.  A team of community members, 
priests, and lay ministers conduct this spiritual retreat, which is enhanced by 
special prayer services, liturgies, two masses, and the opportunity for the Sac-
rament of Reconciliation.   
 

WHEN:  February 5-7, 2016 – Women’s Weekend 
               March 4-6, 2016 – Men’s Weekend 
The weekend begins Friday evening at 7:30 PM and ends Sunday afternoon at 
4:30 PM. 
 

COST:  $35 (includes five wonderful meals, numerous snacks and drinks, and                   
comfortable sleeping quarters with shower facilities) 
 

Look for CEW Brochures in the back of church.  For better planning, advance 
registration is requested. If you have any questions, please call Dannielle 
Meister (563) 505-0340 or Cliff Tappa (563) 285-9376.  
 

Don't miss this opportunity to enhance your relationship with God and your 
Christian neighbors. 

City-wide Communal Penance  
Sunday, December 13: Sacred Heart Cathedral at 3 PM 
Monday, December 14: St. John Vianney, Bettendorf at 7 PM 
 
Private Confessions: 
Our Lady of Victory 
Tuesday, December 22: 10-11:30 AM 
Wednesday, December 23: 5:30-7 PM 
 
Holy Day Mass Schedule at OLV 
 

Christmas Eve Masses 
4 PM, 6 PM and 10 PM 
Christmas Day Masses 
7 AM and 9 AM 
 
New Years Eve and Day 
Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Thursday, December 31, 4:30 PM 
Friday, January 1, 9 AM only 


