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A Message From Our Pastor 
As this edition of the Victory Voice is 
being prepared, the summer season 
officially begins. Already it has been 
warm and humid, and usually we 
experience a continuation of heat 
and humidity, and a few storms, 
throughout summertime. We are 
prepared at our parish and school 
with an evacuation plan during 
church services if a violent storm 
threatens our safety. A weather radio 
alert sets our hospitality ministers 
into motion. They know the plan and 
will guide worshippers to safe 
locations when necessary. 
 
During the summer months, our 
children and teens have many choices 
of activities to fill the hours normally 
spent in school. Some of our youth 
have taken a mission trip in service to 
others. Teens usually take on summer 
jobs along with having some fun in 
the sun. May their choices be wise 
ones, including time for learning and 
growing in maturity.   
 
Many families take vacations together 
in the summer.  Some enjoy nature 
through biking, boating, camping, 
and visiting national parks. Other 
families visit historical sites and our 
nation's Capital.  Still others travel to 
be with family and celebrate 
reunions, anniversaries, and 
weddings.  All of these activities are 

very fine and enrich our lives, 
especially when special care is taken 
to schedule in the family's 
participation in Sunday Eucharist 
wherever you may be. Remember the 
adage, there’s no vacation from God! 
 

 
Recently we celebrated the Feast of 
the Most Holy Body and Blood of 
Christ, formerly known as Corpus 
Christi. What a precious and 
awesome gift we Catholics are given 
in the Eucharist we celebrate and 
receive!  Catholics who say they are 
too busy and cannot find time for 
Mass are risking their spiritual health. 
Missing Mass without an excusing 
factor is like slowly dying of 
starvation or failing to take the 
medicine needed for one’s physical 
health.  
 

At Our Lady of Victory we take 
seriously the responsibility of 
providing a prayerful environment in 
which to be with the Lord and 
receive his Love, Sunday by Sunday. 
During Lent and the Easter season we 
learned more about the Mass by 
focusing on one theme at a time. Our 
Liturgy Committee recently 
conducted a survey on how we as a 
parish can improve our Sunday 
Eucharist. The Lord cannot improve 
upon what he has given us by his 
sacrificial death and Resurrection in 
the Holy Eucharist, but we can all 
improve on our participation, in both 
quantity and quality. The survey 
results are being tabulated and will 
be communicated to the parish in 
some fashion.  
 
We all need to be nourished by his 
Word in scripture and by his Body and 
Blood in Holy Communion, whether at 
home or away. When you are away 
from home it is easy to locate a place 
and time for Mass. Go to 
www.masstimes.org to find the 
nearest Catholic Church by city, zip 
code, or phone number. Technology 
at the service of God will lead you to 
a celebration of faith in a different 
setting but with the same Eucharist.   
 
Have a safe, happy, and holy 
summer! 

Sunday Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 7 am, 9 am & 11 am.  Weekday Masses: 7:30 am Monday - Friday, 8 am Saturday 
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All are Welcome 
As followers of Christ, we are called to act in his example, sowing seeds of pa-
tience, understanding, and empathy to every man, woman, and child. Each of us 
can make our parish a more welcoming place for newcomers, persons with disabili-
ties and persons with special needs.  A kind smile, an offer for help, and seeking 
out the proper resources help foster a loving, welcoming Catholic community not 
just for a few Sundays but, for a lifetime.   
 
In the pews you will notice All Are Welcome bilingual pew cards which are friendly 
reminders of how to welcome families with children who have special needs to 
Mass.  Jesus said, “Let the children come to me, and do not prevent them, for the 
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  As a parish, let’s all do our best to 
respond to our parish families needs with open minds and welcoming hearts.   

Visit our Sister Parish 
If your summer travel plans take you to the Black Hills, Pine Ridge, or Porcupine, South Dakota, you can take advantage 
of a memorable experience-a chance to worship at Christ the King Church, our sister parish. 
 
Located in Porcupine, Christ the King's Sunday Mass is celebrated at 9 a.m.  Father Peter Klink said it would be a "great 
gift" to have OLV parishioners visiting the area share the Mass with them.  Porcupine is located 83 miles southeast from 
Rapid City. 
 
OLV parishioners are asked to continue to keep Fr. Peter and his parishioners in their prayers as the congregation strug-
gles with recent deaths that have impacted the church community. 
 
Anyone wanting more information should e-mail Judy Johnson at judyj1020@msn.com or call her at 563-210-5154.   

Bright Pink 
On Saturday, May 30th the Wellness Committee sponsored an educational program called Bright Pink.   Cassandra Laster, 
RN the Breast Care Coordinator from Unity Point Trinity presented a short educational program about Bright Pink.  This 
organization focuses on being proactive about your health.  They provide education about knowing your risk factors for 
breast and ovarian cancer, monthly checks, knowing your “normal” and how to talk to your Doctor.  The target age group 
is 18 to 45 year old women, however everyone can benefit from hearing this information.  Those in attendance felt it was 
an excellent program.  In the fall we hope to offer the program again.  Please watch the bulletin for more details.    
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P A R I S H  M I N I S T R I E S  

Fair Trade Festival 
Christian Service Ministry is sponsoring 
the Fair Trade Festival in the gathering 
space at Our Lady of Victory on Satur-
day, July 11 from 3-6pm and Sunday, 
July 12 from 8am-2pm. This Festival is 
allowing you to have a socially respon-
sible shopping opportunity right in our 
gathering space. For more than a dec-
ade Catholic Relief Services has been 
working in partnership with the organi-
zation SERRV to help Catholics join the 
Fair Trade movement and to buy ex-
traordinary, one-of-a-kind handcrafts 
from around the world. Chocolate, 
ground and whole bean coffee, tea, 
handmade jewelry, baskets, linens, 
cocoa, olive oil, soaps and other items 
will be available to purchase. Many of 
the items are made only with recycled 
materials. Project Lydia is an economic 
development project that aides wid-
ows, discarded women, and children 
from the poverty stricken villages of 
Eastern Uganda. The program lifts 
women out of the worst of poverty, 
while restoring purpose, hope and dig-
nity to their lives. Recycled paper 
necklaces and bracelets made by these 
women will be available to purchase. 
Each of the necklaces takes about a 
week to make from hand rolled recy-
cled paper and is then sealed with a 
sealant. Direct trade coffee from Juan 
Ana coffee from San Lucas Mission in 
Guatemala will also be sold. We will 
have catalogs available from which to 
purchase larger items if you are inter-
ested. 
 
 
The goal of Fair Trade is to empower 
low-income artisans and farmers to 
better their conditions. Fair Trade 
demonstrates a dual concern for the 
environment and the people who rely 
on it for their livelihood. It helps farm-
ers achieve a balance with the environ-
ment that they themselves are seeking 
by providing technical assistance and 
encourages the adoption of shade-
growing techniques that maintain soil 
quality.  CRS Fair Trade works to en-
sure that the coffee trade works for 
everyone by connecting disadvantaged 
coffee farmers with mission-driven cof-
fee companies to bring great-tasting, 

fairly traded coffee to consumers like 
us. More than 100 million people in Af-
rica, Asia, and Latin America depend 
on coffee farming for their livelihood. 
Most coffee is grown the old-fashioned 
way: handpicked on small-scale family 
farms. Fair Trade companies work to 
build direct relationships with farmers 
based on the principles of fairness, mu-
tual respect, and long-term commit-
ment. The money we pay for Fair Trade 
coffee contributes to positive changes 
in the communities where it is grown.  

If coffee is not "your cup of tea", per-
haps chocolate is! CRS Fair Trade 
chocolate is provided by Divine Choco-
late. Divine Chocolate is made exclu-
sively with certified cocoa grown by 

45,000 farmers of the Kuapa Kokoo co-
operative in Ghana. That means those 
farmers are paid a fair price for the 
cocoa necessary to make Divine Choco-
late. It has already enabled the region 
to support its community through water 
projects, school construction, and in-
come generating projects such as soap 
making. Most cocoa farmers sell their 
beans on the local market year after 
year without knowing what happens to 
their products afterward. This means 
few cocoa farmers get to share in the 
enormous wealth created by the lucra-
tive chocolate industry, which is hardly 
fair since without cocoa there would 
not be chocolate. The farmers in Kuapa 
Kokoo OWN a portion of the Divine 
Chocolate company, so they share in 
the profits that are generated at each 
step along the way. 
 
 
Why are we selling Fair Trade items? 
Fair Trade offers respect for the hard 
work of talented people. It provides a 
sustainable way of life for developing 
communities. Fair Trade is anti-slavery 
and anti-child labor. It supports the 
conservation of the environment and it 
provides a safe and healthy working 
environment for employees. Fair Trade 
empowers women and minorities. 
SERRV adheres to a set of international 
fair trade principles including fair pay, 
safe working conditions, the rights of 
children, and dignity and care for all of 
God's creation.  
 
 
Lastly, when you purchase Fair Trade 
products, you are living our Gospel call 
to care for the poor. Fair Trade recog-
nizes the dignity of work of artisans 
and farmers, and when you purchase 
Fair Trade products, you are standing 
in solidarity with our brothers and sis-
ters around the world. Fair Trade also 
helps in immigration and trafficking 
problems from poor nations. Who really 
wants to leave their home? IF they can 
provide housing, food, clothing, and 
education for their family, THEN they 
can, and do, remain on their family 
farms and in their homeland. 
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S T E W A R D S H I P  

Stewardship in Action 
While volunteers are the backbone of life in our parish community, many jobs proceed “under the radar” as teams of 
dedicated workers go about their business with little notice.  One such group is the Victory Voucher Captains who keep 
our SCRIP program successful by overseeing sales during designated times—in the Gathering Space after Sunday Mass and 
at the parish office on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
SCRIP (Victory Vouchers) makes available gift cards from national and local retailers.  Participating retailers agree to sell 
their certificates to our parish at a discount.  Families and friends buy them from OLV for full face value and redeem 
them for full face value at the stores.  The discount becomes revenue for the parish. 
 
Voucher Captains receive order forms, double-check the math, verify payment and count out appropriate certificates to 
the purchaser.  It’s simple, light duty with occasional “down time” before Mass lets out when the Captains keep busy with 
a book, newspaper, or smart phone app.  A willing spirit, comfort with cash handling and ability to interact with others 
are the necessary qualifications. 
 
While the Voucher Coordinator has the important job of running the overall program, it’s the Captains who are front and 
center marketing gift cards and explaining the ins and outs to new participants.  Whether buying groceries, gas or gifts 
there is a Victory Voucher available to meet all needs. 
 
We are immensely grateful for all who support this program by shopping, selling gift cards, or “talking it up” among 
friends.  We especially appreciate the Voucher Captains who tirelessly dedicate time and talent to this aspect of parish 
life.  Stop by the Voucher table next time you are in the Gathering Space to thank them for their work and the important 
revenue it generates for our parish.  Pick up an order form, ask about the rebate plan, or stock up on the easy to use Hy-
Vee coupons.  They won’t mind a bit if serving you interrupts a game of Candy Crush Saga. 
 

Steve McGovern assists Kathy Loomis and Brian Finks with their Victory Voucher orders. 
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O L V  F O U N D A T I O N  

OLV Foundation Goal:  
 Endow $1,000,000 By 2020 

 
OLV Foundation Board Members presented the following information to the Parish after the Masses on May 16 and 
May 17, 2015: 
 
“The OLV Foundation was established 25 years ago and exists solely to receive and invest funds so as to enhance the fi-
nancial strength of our parish and school.  The Foundation is a non-profit corporation, separate from the OLV Parish Cor-
poration.  Its funds are independent of both Our Lady of Victory Church and the Diocese of Davenport.  Gifts to the Foun-
dation are tax deductible.  The Foundation’s 12 Board members are parishioners from all walks of life, plus the  
pastor.   
 
As a result of the generosity of many donors over time, the Foundation’s endowment fund balance today is close to 
$450,000.  Since 1998, the Foundation’s earnings have allowed gifts to the parish in excess of $180,000.  Recent gifts back 
to the parish have been between $15,000 and $18,000 per year, depending upon the total annual gifts to the Foundation 
and earnings on the fund balance each year.  
 
The parish finance committee relies on the Foundation for this regular annual support in the budget process. The gifts 
have allowed the parish finance committee to meet many of its annual budgeting obligations and capital requirements, 
including fund shortfalls for the parish gathering space expansion and re-roofing of the church.   Each year gifts specified 
to JFK have supported increases in staff salaries and benefits and supported tuition assistance, for students in need, to 
attend our Catholic school.    
 
Over the years we have received gifts from regular monthly cash contributions, memorials, and a few larger gifts from 
parish organizations and individuals.  
 
In order to provide for greater gifts back to the parish in future years, the board established a goal in 2013 to reach a to-
tal Foundation endowment exceeding $1,000,000 within seven years.  An endowment fund at this level will provide ap-
proximately $50,000 in earnings annually to our parish and school to meet areas of greatest need. 
 
One way to help us reach this goal is to join the 300 Club.  We invite 300 or more parishioners to pledge $300 a year to 
the Foundation (less than $1 a day) for seven years. We will reach out by phone this summer to arrange for a personal 
visit to invite your participation in the 300 Club. 
 
Other ways to help us achieve this goal would be to designate a part of your tithe to the Foundation or consider a Legacy 
Gift through “planned giving” to the Foundation.  An example of a Legacy Gift would be naming the OLV Foundation as a 
beneficiary of your will, retirement fund, or life insurance.  
 
There are of course many ways to provide a Legacy Gift to the Foundation.  A member of the board could assist you with 
these planned charitable gifts, which could be customized to meet your individual needs.” 
 
The Foundation Board of Directors wishes to thank all donors for their generous contributions over the years and ask all 
parishioners to join us in achieving our fund goal as we look to grow the endowment for the future needs of the parish 
and school.  
 
BOARD MEMBERS: 
Mike Matthys, President 
Roni Pianca, Vice President 
Paul Scheibelhut, Treasurer 
Joe Creen, Secretary 
Monsignor James Parizek (ex officio) 
Sally Crino 
Ron Gunnare 
Mike Lazio 
Bernie Mack 
Barb Milke 
Robert Nolan 
Mary Ann Otte 
Mary Wilson 
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  E N R I C H M E N T  

Family Life  
– Central theme for the Church in 2015 

 
Two key events focused on families will take place this year: 
 
The World Meeting of Families, to be held in Philadelphia on September 22-27; Pope Francis will 
attend this meeting.  (He picked up the family life theme in his General Audience of May 13, 
2015.) 
 
The Synod of Bishops is coming on October 4-25.  [What’s a synod?  The synod is an assembly of 
bishops from around the world who assist the Holy Father by providing counsel on important ques-
tions facing the Church in a manner that preserves the Church's teaching and strengthens her in-
ternal discipline. The theme is "The vocation and mission of the family in the Church and in the 
contemporary world."] 

 
In preparation for these two key events, U.S Bishops will meet in St. Louis in June to hear presentations on the synod, family, a strate-
gic plan and encyclical theme.  (Encyclicals are summary letters circulated at the end of key meetings.) 
 
What can we do as a parish to support these strategic meetings?   
In a letter to all families, Pope Francis invites us to pray for the Synod of Bishops, as well as for the 2015 World Meeting of Families in 
Philadelphia, saying, "May we all, then, pray together so that through these events the Church will undertake a true journey of discern-
ment and adopt the necessary pastoral means to help families face their present challenges with the light and strength that comes 
from the gospel." 
 
Keep up with what’s going on--study and discuss the many upcoming articles about the meetings. Join in fall discussions and learning 
opportunities meant to support family life. 
 
In the meantime, Pope Francis, who is always good for helping us simplify what seems to be so complicated, recently offered the fol-
lowing key words for strengthening family life:  

May I?”  
“Thank you,” and  

“Pardon me.”  
 

“The three key words for the family are simple words, and perhaps at first they may cause us to smile,” said the Holy Father. “But 
when we forget them, there’s nothing to laugh about, is there?” 
 
Yes, these three phrases seem simple, but living in a spirit of harmony, gratitude, and forgiveness takes practice. 
And practicing with the family is a great place to start. Which attitude do you need to focus on today? 

OLV response to Bishops' invitation 
This year Our Lady of Victory responded in several ways to the U.S. Bishops’ 3 year invitation to look with eyes of a New Evangelization 
on how we believe and worship our God as People of Faith. 
 
In 2014-2015, the U.S. Bishops shifted focus to parish life and worship. They suggested some possible  
areas of attention for U.S. parishes: 
 
• Strengthening parish life and worship, creating evangelizing and welcoming parishes 
• Strengthening participation in sacramental practice, especially inviting people to rediscover the 
sacrament of penance, and strengthening participation in, and understanding of, the sacrament of the 
Eucharist 
• Creating parishes as welcoming communities, including specific outreach to youth and young adults, 
parents, and people on the move 
• Continuing the formation of clergy to effectively respond to the challenges of the New Evangeliza-
tion 
• Strengthening marriage and family life, and increasing the number of people participating in the 
Sacrament of Marriage 
• Increasing understanding of the Mass and attendance at Mass 
 
Since Advent, Our Lady of Victory responded with Bible studies about Eucharist, our Lent-Pentecost "One Word” learning project about 
the Mass, and most recently, the Parish Liturgy survey. This survey, distributed in May, allowed for comments and reflection on how 
the Liturgy is celebrated here. Currently, results are being tabulated.  Many parish members also offered their assistance in ministry 
roles with this survey. Look for upcoming survey results and opportunities for training coming this fall. 
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E X C E L L E N C E  I N  E D U C A T I O N  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pre-school registration is 
 August 2nd and 3rd  

 
First day of school is August 24 

 
Enjoy your summer! 

Pictures from field day and the last day of school 
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MISSION STATEMENT: 
Our Lady of Victory is a parish 
community, guided by the Holy Spirit, 
striving to grow in union and love with 
God and with each other. Grateful for 
God’s blessings, we are stewards of 
God’s love through sharing of our gifts 
and talents. Our mission is to build a 
faith community by living the Gospel of 
Christ through prayer and sacraments; 
education and faith formation; and 
social action and service to others. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

OLV Parish Picnic 
 

Saturday 
 

August 29th 

Save the date! 
Help save the babies! 

~~ A Celebration of Life ~~ 
By Kathy Loomis 

 
 
The 6th annual Black and White Gala for Life, a multi-parish supported fund raiser for 
pro-life organizations will be held: 
 

Friday, August 14, 2015, 6:30 pm, at the Rogalski Center at St. Ambrose University 
Mass at 5:30 pm in the Christ the King Chapel on campus 
Not a formal event – casual attire, black and white if possible 
Dinner, drinks, silent auction, raffle for large items 

 
Please save this date on your calendar.    Tickets will go on sale soon. 
 
If you would like to help with this event, can donate items for the silent auction or raffle, or have any questions, please 
contact Kathy Loomis at 563-386-3429, or email  kmlqciowa@q.com.     
 


