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A Message From Our Pastor 
Have you heard? I recall from somewhere 
in the recesses of my mind that when I 
was growing up there was a newspaper 
column by that name. As I remember it, it 
contained stories more or less of the 
gossip variety. As I search the internet 
today, many entries come up, including 
some songs by that title.  
 
Hearing is one of the 
topics in our current 
parish-wide faith 
education project, The 
Mass, One day at a time 
– or one word at a time. 
The short article in the  
bi-weekly brochure 
entitled Hear addressed 
our listening to the 
Word of God as it is 
proclaimed during the 
Liturgy of the Word at 
Mass. Do I truly listen with rapt 
attention? In the Scriptures that are read 
God speaks to us, his people. God 
connects with us and communicates with 
us. Do you hear Him? 
 
Persons who are hard of hearing have 
hearing aids and assisted listening devices 
to help them hear more clearly the words 
spoken to them. Persons who are 
profoundly or totally deaf are often 
dependent upon sign language 

interpretation so that they can receive 
the same message as hearing people. This 
month marked the 36th anniversary of 
Masses in Sign Language in Davenport.  In 
1979 when a deaf couple came to the 
diocesan center looking to start a Mass in 
signs, I volunteered to help them, and of 
course, I became their priest of choice!   

 
The group of Catholic deaf is reduced 
in numbers since our first gathering 36 
years ago. Back then the children 
accompanied their deaf parents, but they 
have grown up. Some adults have died, 
others moved away. The faithful remnant 
numbers seven when we have Mass in 
sign language at Our Lady of Victory twice 
a month. They come from Bettendorf, 
south Rock Island, and East Moline to 
“hear” the Word of the Lord and 

celebrate the Eucharist. Their efforts to 
make such long trips for Mass and also for 
our bible study sessions should inspire us 
all. 
 
As the priest the deaf rely upon, I am so 
very fortunate to have two expert 
interpreters and a third helper who 

faithfully perform the signs for 
a lot of the Mass parts. 
Elizabeth “Betty” Braun has 
been interpreting with me for 
many years.  Four years ago 
Michele “Mike” Quasny joined 
the team when she and her 
husband moved here from 
Texas. Connie Creen has 
learned enough sign language 
to assist with the 4:30 PM 
Saturday Mass. What a relief it 
is to have their help! 

May all of us together hear the joyful 
news of Easter: Christ has died, Christ is 
Risen, Christ will come again. Happy 
Easter to all! We will celebrate Easter for 
seven weeks – plenty of time to hear 
again and again the Good News.  

Sunday Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 7 am, 9 am & 11 am.  Weekday Masses: 7:30 am Monday - Friday, 8 am Saturday 
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OLV RUMMAGE SALE 
WE'RE BACK!! 

The rummage sale will be held in the JFK school gym on: 
Thursday, June 18th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Friday, June 19th from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Saturday, June 20th from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. (noon) 

 
ALL parishioners are encouraged to participate by working, donating and by shopping.  

 This event benefits the entire parish. 
 

All donations should be CLEAN, gently used and in good condition.  Sorry, we CANNOT accept large exercise equipment, 
TV’s, computers, large kitchen appliances, used car seats, and baby furniture that does not meet safety requirements. 

Plan to bring your donations to JFK school gym on the following days: 
Saturday and Sunday, June 13th and 14th from noon to 3:00 p.m. 

Monday and Tuesday, June 15th and 16th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Wednesday June 17th from 9:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 

For further information contact Alice Ellison @ 391-2590 

Sacramental Celebrations at OLV—A community event 
Spring is a wonderful time to celebrate the sacraments of First Holy Communion and Confirmation.  While spring brings 
new and renewed life, the sacraments bring a fuller life with Christ.  We invite you to help make these sacraments a com-
munity event by praying for our First Communicants and Confirmation students.   
 
Soon in church you will notice banners going up with the pictures of those students preparing to receive the sacraments of 
Confirmation and First Communion.  Next to those banners will be cards with the student’s names on them.  You can take 
one of those cards and “adopt” a student to pray for until their big day.  After you have “adopted” a student you can in-
volve your whole family in praying for them, for example, by saying a prayer for them each night at bedtime, adding a 
prayer for them during your dinner prayer, or saying a rosary for them.   
 
We ask that you also write a note to the student in the card you choose letting them know how you prayed for them and 
what your prayer for them is.  Please return the cards in the basket by the banners for Confirmation students by April 10 
and for First Communion students by April 25.   
 
Help us to make these sacraments extra special for our church family.   
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The Health Ministry Team 
By Bonnie Beyhl 
 
People often ask us, “What exactly do 
you do?”  Since beginning our positions 
as Parish Nurse and Health Advocate 
our roles in serving this parish have 
evolved and continue to do so as the 
needs of our parishioners change.  We 
were blessed to have an established 
Parish Nurse Program and Wellness 
Committee at OLV.  Many of our fellow 
Parish Health ministry friends are in the 
process of starting new programs in 
their parishes.   
 
So what do we do?  We believe health 
and wellness encompasses body, mind, 
and spirit, and have concern and care 
for all members of our parish, 
regardless of age.  We also aim to 
educate.  Here are just some of the 
things the Healthy Ministry Team does 
for the parishioners at OLV.   
 
We have created a scholarship fund in 
order to assist parishioners in pursuing 
health careers.  We work closely with 

the Wellness Committee in providing 
educational programs, such as CPR, Fall 
Prevention, The Dynamic Catholic, 
IPOST, and Alzheimer’s Virtual Tour and 
our summer wellness program, Walking 
with Jesus.  We conduct two 
fundraisers a year, our Valentine bake 
sale and our book sale in May, to help 
fund our scholarship, as well as other 
programs.   
 
We assist Monsignor with visiting 
parishioners who are in the hospital, 
nursing homes, hospice house and in 
their homes.  We work with the Prayer 
Shawl Ministry and deliver prayer 
shawls to those in need.  We are 
fortunate to work with a group of ladies 
who make casseroles for us and send 
cards to our homebound, elderly, ill and 
grieving parishioners.  New parents are 
contacted and offered a casserole and 
advised about the importance of 
vaccinations.  A great deal of our time is 
spent assisting people with navigating 
the health system, helping them 
understand the process, advocating for 
them and even occasionally attending 

an appointment with them.   
 
Our monthly blood pressure clinics at 
Masses are successful thanks to our 
wellness volunteers.  Each person with 
a questionable blood pressure reading 
is called for follow up education.  
Weekly Wellness Corners in the bulletin 
are provided for additional education 
on a variety of subjects.  Recently, we 
have met with the JFK counselor and a 
mental health professional to discuss 
ways to provide education on mental 
health issues.   
 
We appreciate the many people who 
have supported us in our ministry.  We 
have plans to expand our outreach and 
are always looking for people who 
would like to assist us in this very 
rewarding ministry.  If you have an 
interest in helping us please let us 
know.  If you have a need or health 
concern, please contact us (Carol Burns 
391-4724 or Bonnie Beyhl 940-4058 )
and we will do our best to assist you.   

Children of OLV: Fernando 
Every week the children of OLV happily run, skip and walk up to the front of the church to place 
their envelopes in the multi-colored basket for the “Children’s Offering.”  With these generous 
donations, the children of OLV have adopted Fernando, a young boy from Guatemala.   Over 
309,000 children, young adults and elders are sponsored by Unbound in 21 countries.  
Unbound is an organization that works with families at the grassroots level. Local staff members 
visit the homes of families and listen to their needs. They work with children to set education 
goals. They visit the elderly. They bring families together in small groups to support one another 
and improve their communities. Over time, families rely less on sponsorship and more on their 
own income-generating activities.  Your donations do make a difference  
 
Here is an excerpt from the letter the children of OLV recently received from Fernando’s sister: 
 
This is Maria, sister of your sponsored child and I am writing you because of his young age.  On 
Fernando and all the family’s behalf we send you a cordial greeting wishing you are enjoying good 

health along with your loved ones. Fernando is doing well in his classes, his teacher is teaching him with great dedication and he 
has learned to draw. (Look at the kiosk in the Gathering Space to see a picture Fernando drew.)  At home he helps us with some 
small chores; he is a very attentive boy. Here we grow peach and apple and now it is the time when they bloom and Fernando 
likes apples. What is your favorite fruit?    With love, Fernando (written by Maria, sister) 
 
Thank you to the children of OLV for your continued support of Fernando. Perhaps as a family, you can research what life is like 
in Guatemala and learn more about where Fernando lives.  Also, if you would like to write or draw a picture for Fernando, simply 
place it in an envelope and write “For Fernando” on the envelope, place in the basket at church, and we will send them to him! 
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S T E W A R D S H I P  

Stewardship in Action 
There is a small cohort of dedicated people within Our Lady 
of Victory parish who take the Body of Christ to others who 
cannot get to Mass because of illness, injury or 
circumstances that keep them confined to home.  The 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHCs) who 
have dedicated themselves to this service share in a real 
way in Christ’s loving ministry to His people.  Their efforts 
are a sign of support and concern shown by the parish for 
its members. 
 
There is a special significance in carrying the Eucharist 
directly from the Sunday celebration to those who are 
homebound, since the Lord’s Day is the principal time when 
the community gathers to celebrate.  Following  
Communion with the assembly Monsignor Parizek gives a 
blessing and dismissal for these EMHCs .  In doing so he 
sends them forth on behalf of the whole parish community. 
 
People who are visited find it a source of comfort and 
healing to have Holy Communion brought to them in their 
homes.  The EMHCs who share their time and hearts in this manner discover great joy in their ministry and often form solid 
relationships with the people they visit.  EMHCs may take copies of the bulletin and keep people connected to the parish 
by reporting on events and activities.  When appropriate they may notify the pastor or parish nurse about the need for a 
pastoral visit. 
 
Holy Communion for an individual who is homebound may be arranged by contacting the parish office.  Please call if you 
know of someone who would benefit from this service. 

Jan Tappa brings Holy Communion to twin sisters Betty Little and  
Betty Thibodeaux  

Adults with Disabilities Renewal Day 
By Karen Kilburg 
 
The Adults with Disabilities renewal day at Our Lady of Victory’s Parish Center was fun for all.  The day started off at 9:00 a.m. 
with registration.  After the 27 participants and 30 volunteers arrived, we started our day off with a sing-a-long.  The theme of 
the weekend was “Gifts of the Rainbow.”  Jesus used things in nature to help people understand his teachings.  We used the 
rainbow and its colors to help us remember the gifts God has given us. 

 
The day consists of 3 talks followed by a craft after each talk.  Our first talk was on how 
we spread love, hope, and joy to others.  The craft was making a rainbow-colored lei to 
wear the rest of the day.  The second talk was about trusting and giving thanks to God.  
The craft was a rainbow mobile.  The last talk was on how we should all spread peace to 
others after we leave the renewal.  The craft for this talk was a wooden plaque that they 
could color whatever they wanted on it to remember the day.  
 
Our renewal ended with one last sing-a-long and a prayer service to remind us we are all 

ministers and can serve the Lord by praying for others daily.  We all add light to the world; we need to use our “gifts of the rain-
bow” and add beauty to God’s world like the rainbow does! 
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Why Youth Ministry, 
and Where Are We 

Going? 
By Tommy Fallon 

 
“Without a vision people lose restraint; 

but happy is the one who follows 
instruction.” 

-Proverbs 29:18 
 

In our last issue of the Victory Voice I 
submitted an article entitled “Ending 
Youth Group.” It outlined the need to 
move away from a “Youth Group” 
mentality and more fully embrace a 
comprehensive approach to doing youth 
ministry. But why, why invest time, 
energy, money and resources into this 
thing we call youth ministry? Some say it 
is because young people are the “future 
church.” That’s a half truth. Yes, young 
people are the future of the Church if the 
Church is to in fact have a future. When 
we take vows at a Catholic wedding, we 
promise to pass down to our children the 
awesome tradition of the Catholic faith.  
 
What’s wrong with the term “future 
church” is that is it bestows this idea that 
the youth are kind of the church but not 
fully yet.  The Church is not a community 
of adults whose youth will one day join 
that community. We are all vital members 
of the Church. The best answer to the 
question “why youth ministry” that I can 
give is rooted in Mathew 28:19, the Great 
Commissioning. Jesus has charged us to 
go out and make disciples of all nations. 
This includes the youth and because the 
youth have unique needs it requires a 
unique ministry for them, hence youth 
ministry.  
 
Before we could start building a ministry 
to meet the needs of our young people, 
we needed to understand who they are 
and the world they live in. So who is the 
average Davenport teenager? The 
average teen is living in a world of 
relativism. There is pressure to choose 
sides in the religion vs. science debate. 
The temptation of pornography is more 

easily accessible than ever via their 
electronic gadgets. Materialism has 
warped the meaning of success and now 
it seems dictated by a college or a sport. 
The average teen is over scheduled, 
highly stressed and thirsting for 
something to lift the pressure they feel 
burdened by day in and day out.  
Teens also have a lot of love to share! 
They are more willing to get behind social 
causes more than any generation before. 
They will share ideas they feel 
passionately about via social media. They 
are longing for deeper meaning and 
purpose for their lives. What we know 
that they may not yet, is that what they 
are truly wanting is a relationship with 
Christ. 
 
When I ran cross country in high school 
and college, I rarely just went out for a 
run just for the sake of doing so. I almost 
always chose a route and pace dictated 
by that days’ needs. I would prepare 
ahead of time by gaining proper sleep 
and nutrition. Doing these things helped 
me achieve my goals. Can you imagine 
what could happen if I didn’t do these 
things? I could have so easily became lost 
and/or burnt out. In whatever we do in 
life, defining purpose and setting vision is 
vital. Last spring, Msgr. Parizek , a group 
of parents and parishioners and I 
gathered weekly to do just that. We 
defined purpose and cast a vision of 
which you can read a vivid description of 
below. If this purpose excites you and you 

want to help make this vision into reality, 
don’t hesitate to contact me.  

    OLV Youth Ministry  
        CORE Purpose 

To know Jesus more deeply and journey 
together as disciples.  
 

OLV Youth Ministry Vision,     
       Vivid Description 
Our Lady of Victory youth are deepening 
their faith. They make a difference in the 
lives of all parish members and the 
greater community through their positive 
and energetic presence. The youth are 
examples for all to follow. Young people 
enjoy relationships with parish members 
of all ages. They regularly attend and 
participate in Masses, including various 
liturgical roles. They actively assist with 
faith formation and mentor elementary 
and Jr. High students on their faith 
journey. All parish organizations welcome 
them as members who regularly 
participate and hold leadership positions. 
 
Parents of youth are active in their 
children’s faith journey and in youth 
ministry. Youth exemplify Jesus Christ in 
their humility, empathy, and acceptance 
of all and support those less fortunate. 
They regularly participate in youth 
ministry activities such as youth nights, 
service opportunities and retreats. Young 
people regularly invite friends to youth 
ministry and parish activities. They enjoy 
fellowship in an environment that is 
physically and emotionally comforting 
and accepting. Youth practice devotion 
and prayer in a space that allows for 
private and group worship.  
 
The youths’ desire to share their love for 
Jesus Christ is evident! They eagerly and 
joyously seek out opportunities to serve. 
They engage in service throughout the 
parish and greater community, including 
leadership roles. Inspired by the youths’ 
enthusiasm and example, other parish 
members are more active in the parish 
and the community, deepening their faith 
and love for Christ. 

Y O U T H  M I N I S T R Y  
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Mass: One word at a time 
Our Lady of Victory is trying a new learning project this spring. We are learning 
about the Mass, one word at a time.    

For the whole community 

The impetus for this learning came from our Liturgy Committee.  In discussing 
how the committee could address one of its  responsibilities, to help the whole 
assembly grow in awareness of the beauty of the Mass, other suggestions were 
offered: workshops, one day “sessions” and such.  But these touch only a few. 
How do you reach out to the whole assembly? 

 
The Word project developed as the response.  Found on our Diocese Liturgy 
Website, the “Mass: One word at a time” project from the Diocese of Chicago 
seemed the best choice.  Originally a full year project, our choice was to pick the 
Lent and  Easter season to highlight the words.  We thought it a fine time to 
draw community  attention to the Easter celebration of 50 days, along with the 
40 Days of Lent. The project extends to Pentecost. 
 

 
Thanks to parishioner John Nagy, hard 
copies of the full test are available for 
those who do not do computers. These 
are published two weeks at a time. 
 
For the whole family 
“One Word at a time” is offered a few 
words at a time, but it can be reached 
online. Go to the OLV/JFK website: 
http://www.olvjfk.com/Page/
Scripture_Readings_of_the_Day.aspx?
nt=680  on your computer, tablet or 
iphone.  It is interactive, and thoughts or 
responses can be noted on post-its and 
added to the response wall in the gather-
ing space. 
 
Families have reported keeping the hard 
copy of the full text on the family dinner 
table and entering into family discus-
sions of how the word impacts their ap-
preciation of all that is included in our 
Sunday celebration of the Mass. Making 
our conscious aware of all we have to be 
grateful for, that’s what it is all about. 

Fair Trade 
Christmas in July 
Did you ever wonder what you could do 
to impact human trafficking?  Think fair 
trade!  Fair trade cuts out the middlemen 
in poorer countries for crops like coffee 
beans.  Entire families—from grandpar-
ents to grandkids—still hand pick and 
hand sort coffee beans.  Fair trade allows 
families to keep more of the money for 
their harvesting services.  And when 
families have more money, their kids are 
less likely to be sold to human traffickers. 

Christian Service ministry is learning 
about and will be promoting a fair trade 
festival in July. We will have chocolate, 
coffee, some jewelry, spices, and soup 
mixes available for sale and will also be 
holding a catalog sale for the month of 
July. You’ll pay no shipping costs and no 
taxes on fair trade items. Christian Ser-
vice will place the order and have your 
items at church for pick up.  Becke, from 
SIS international, our local fair trade store 
at 108 E. 2nd Street in Davenport, will be 
at the OLV festival with bigger items from 
her store and will be available to answer 
any questions that you may have about 
fair trade. Every item in her store comes 
from one of 22 fair trade vendors. 
 
Sample some fair trade coffee at each 
Social Sunday in April and May. 
 
If you would like to help with the fair 
trade festival or join our Service Ministry, 
please call Char (391-8868) or the parish 
office.  We would love to have you join 
us. We do not have regularly scheduled 
meetings; we meet when there is a need. 
We work within our church community 
and within the larger community of the 
Quad Cities. 
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JFK News 
By Chad Steimle 

 
Civic Oration, Public Speaking, and 
the Growth Mindset:  The JFK 
Difference 
We recently finished "civic oration" in 
5th-8th grades.  Civic oration is the 
academic activity par excellence at 
JFK.  It is the defining element of our 
academic culture, and it's the 
academic activity most remembered 
and, eventually, for which students 
are the most grateful.  Every student 
in grades 5-8 completes an extensive 
research paper project and delivers it 
in a memorized speech.  Each year 
builds on the next, and students 
become more and more adept at it 
themselves.  It is a huge undertaking 
for students and staff, and, yes, the 
reality is that parents often lend their 
support too, if only to keep 
encouraging their children when the 
task seems daunting.  When students 
leave JFK, however, they know how to 
read non-fiction, do research, 
organize their materials, develop 
thesis statements, introductory, body, 
and conclusion paragraphs, edit, 
memorize, and deliver a public 
speech.  It has not been unheard of, 
even at Assumption, for a high school 
teacher, when talking about research 
papers, to say that "you JFK kids know 
how to do this; everyone else needs 
to listen up."  
 
One of the most defining cultural 
elements of civic oration at JFK is that 
it's not just reserved for a few 
students.  What might be a talented 

and gifted activity, reserved for about 
7% of the students in the public 
schools, civic oration is done by 
EVERY student at JFK.  With 
Americans' greatest fear being public 
speaking, JFK students overcome 
it.  Not just the top students, as would 
be common at all schools, but EVERY 
student at JFK is pushed to develop 
leadership skills and carries them into 
high school and beyond.  
 
While our upper grade students seem 
to get all the "glory" at school, we 
cannot for a moment forget that they 
are reaping the benefit from every 
prior year.  We have preschool 
activities with so much math and 
English/Language Arts (ELA)
interwoven into all that they do that 
the students don't even know how 
much they are learning and preparing 
for the "big" school.  We have 
kindergarten instruction at JFK that 
AEA consultant Mary Beilke, who 
helped conduct our ELA audit, claims 
could be a model of ELA instruction.  

We have amazing foundational 
growth in math acquisition and 
basic reading skills in first grade. 
Second graders grow by 1.6 grade 
levels in reading and 1.4 grade 
levels in math by the time they 
reach third grade.  
Book reports in every way 
possible in third grade promote 
both reading and writing, and 
state reports and organ reports in 
fourth grade usher the students 
into the larger research 
projects.  Even our “specials” 
support the long-term goals that 
we have for EVERY student at 
JFK.   
The manner in which students do 
their calisthenics in PE support 
math and ELA in addition to Mrs. 
Tilkens pushing students for life-
long physical activity and fitness.  
EVERY student can come down 

off the risers for the  3rd-8th grade 
music/drama programs to be 
featured.   
Our talent shows take 3 1/2 to 4 
1/2 hours so EVERY student has 
the opportunity to share their 
joke telling, sewing, robot 
building, dancing, singing, and 
acting skills, for example.   
EVERY band student participates 
in the solo and ensemble contest. 
EVERY student learns "real art," 
not just arts and crafts.   

 
And, of course, each Friday this year 
we come together as all of God's 
people in our building to sing the 
praise and the glory of the Lord and 
receive God in our lives through the 
sacrament.  These all speak to the 
lived vision that "There is a difference 
in education" at JFK. 
 
8th Grade Career Fair 
The Scott County Catholic School and 
St. Ambrose University 8th Grade 
Career Fair was amazing.  The variety 
of occupations represented is 
outstanding.  There were multiple 
types of engineering, plumbing, social 
work, animal shelter work, therapy 
dog training, physical therapy, 
chiropractic care, legal work, first 
responders (police, fire, EMT), 
juvenile services, religious orders, 
youth ministry, several technology 
fields, and photography.  Eighth 
graders also take a tour of the 
campus and attend a session on study 
skills.  We are grateful to the many 
JFK, SAU, OLV parishioners, and 
member of the other schools’ 
communities who make this event 
possible.  
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MISSION STATEMENT: 
Our Lady of Victory is a parish 
community, guided by the Holy Spirit, 
striving to grow in union and love with 
God and with each other. Grateful for 
God’s blessings, we are stewards of 
God’s love through sharing of our gifts 
and talents. Our mission is to build a 
faith community by living the Gospel of 
Christ through prayer and sacraments; 
education and faith formation; and 
social action and service to others. 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER SERVICES 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 
Saturday, March 28, 4:30 PM 
Sunday, March 29, 7:00, 9:00, & 11:00 AM 
 
Weekday Masses 
Monday, March 30, 7:30 AM & 5:30 PM 
Tuesday, March 31, 7:30 AM 
Wednesday, April 1, 7:30 AM 
 
 
EASTER TRIDUUM 
Holy Thursday 
April 2, 7:00 PM - The Lord’s Supper, 
Adoration follows 
11:45 PM - Night Prayer 
Good Friday 
April 3, 9:00 AM - Morning Prayer 
3:00 & 7:00 PM - The Lord’s Passion 
Holy Saturday 
April 4, 9:00 AM - Morning Prayer 
Easter Vigil 
April 4, 8:15 PM - Mass (No 4:30 PM) 
Easter Sunday 
April 5, 7:00, 9:00 & 11:00 AM - Mass 
 

 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
March 30, 4:00-5:00 PM  
March 31, 10:00-11:00 AM 
April 1, 5:30-7:00 PM 
 
COMMUNAL PENANCE/CONFESSIONS 
Our Lady of Victory, March 26, 7:00 PM 
Holy Family, March 28, 10:00 AM 

Farewell from Mary Hittner 
During the holidays of 2014, I sold my condo in East Moline and moved to the Kansas 
City area.  I didn't have a chance to say "goodbye" to my spiritual family.  I was in town 
only three days.  So I decided to write you a letter.  
 
Paul and I and our first child arrived in Davenport during August of 1968.  We quickly 
found a Catholic church and became members of OLV.  In the succeeding years we had 
six more children.  All of them attended JFK and Assumption and received their sacra-
ments at OLV.  Two of our daughters were married there.  In 1978, the  Diaconate was 
introduced in the diocese.  As my husband, Paul, had been in the seminary for 10 years, 
4 of them in Rome, he felt a calling to be a Deacon.  He accomplished the studies and 
was ordained in 1980.  As the children grew older, Paul and I became more active in the 
parish.  Many people complimented Paul on his homilies he gave during the 33 years he 
was your Deacon.  Paul passed away in 2013.  At that time, 5 of our children were living 
in the Kansas City area.  I had grown up there and I buried Paul, there.  So after much 
thought, I decided to move there.  
 
I thank you for the wonderful farewell you gave to Paul at his death and I thank the spiri-
tual guidance of our past pastors; Fr. Martin, Fr. Meyer, Fr. Kaska and Monsignor  
Parizek.  OLV is a wonderful parish, a welcoming parish.  I wish you good luck in the fu-
ture and invite you to be involved in parish life.  
 
My new address is: 
Mary Hittner 
6634 W. 109th St.  #D 
Overland Park, KS. 66211 
Cell 309-207-0342 
 
Come and see me!!!! 

Triduum Reflection 
Our Church just celebrated the Passion 
and Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Now 
that the Easter Season has begun it can 
be a time of personal renewal. Wher-
ever you are, no matter how high or 
low you may me be, Christ is there 
knocking on the door of your heart. The 
famous painting “Light of the World” 
shows Jesus knocking on a door with-
out a handle. The thing is, only you can 
open the door of your heart. You do 
that not by doing a lot or working hard. 
You do that only by giving everything 
over to Him. He is ready to lift you up. 
Will you open your heart to Him? Are 
you ready? Jesus is waiting. Let's not 
leave Him waiting any longer. As you 
celebrate this Easter Season, turn your 
whole life over to Him, and hold on! 
 
Pax,  
Nick Marie  
Seminarian 


