
4 1 0 5  N .  D I V I S I O N  S T .  ·  D A V E N P O R T ,  I A  5 2 8 0 6  ·  ( 5 6 3 )  3 9 1 - 4 2 4 5  ·  W W W . O L V J F K . C O M  

Sunday Masses: Saturday 4:30 pm, Sunday 7 am, 9 am & 11 am.  Weekday Masses: 7:30 am Monday - Friday, 8 am Saturday 

the Victory Voice 

October 2015   Volume 30  Issue 3 

Our Lady of Victory Annual Report 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
Thanks to your generosity and the careful management of our resources, we ended the last fiscal year with income exceed-
ing expenses by more than $115,768.  However, $70,984 of the surplus was due to a diocesan-mandated change in ac-
counting procedures regarding the reporting of Gala revenues and expenses.  Therefore, the net surplus was $44,784.  Our 
Finance Council then approved to use this surplus, plus an additional $35, 216 to reduce our debt balance. 
 
During this past fiscal year the Parish has maintained its good financial position even though envelope giving has been de-
creasing in the last couple of years.  Although salaries have increased to stay competitive, allowing school and parish to 
hire and retain qualified employees, we have maintained strong fiscal responsibility with regard to other expenditures.  
There were some extraordinary expenditures this year as well:  (1) The rectory roof;  (2) The parking lot repairs, including 
sealing and striping; and (3)  The reduction of current debt by $100,000. 
 
The next fiscal year will be a challenge.  We have budgeted an increase in offertory giving, even though Parish membership 
has remained constant.  We also have increased anticipated expenditures.  One major expense already in progress and 
may be complete by the time you read this annual report.  We are replacing approximately 2/3 of the school roof, an ex-
pense that will require additional debt.  We have in place a promissory note to borrow as required for this repair.  We, 
also, are obtaining quotes for necessary repairs of the Church's stained glass windows.  If feasible, we would like to begin 
this work late next spring or early summer. 
 
Great things have happened in the Parish since our last report.  Let us share the Good News of what God can do through 
the prayers, planning, commitment, and generosity of our parish members.  God bless us all! 

Please see pages 4 & 5 for additional information and a summary of the Liturgical Survey  



EVENTS 

2   The Victory Voice · Davenport, IA 

2015 CHRISTMAS CAROUSEL BAZAAR 
By: Jeanne Barnett 

 
The OLV Ladies Council’s bazaar is a major fund raising project for our Church. The Bazaar will be held Saturday, 
November 7 from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and Sunday, November 8 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  
 
The Bazaar offers many items for the shopper. There will be many handmade, homemade items, including crafts, ceram-
ics, toys, floral decorations, baskets, Barbie Doll clothes and Christmas items. There will be a Linen Room, a Fall room, 
and a Jewelry Boutique for your shopping pleasure. 
 
Take a chance on our American Girl Doll raffle. You just might WIN. American Girl doll clothes are made by members of 
St. Therese Circle. 
 
We will serve donuts and homemade breakfast items if you are an early riser. After you have shopped, you can replenish 
yourself with a delicious lunch of homemade chicken noodle soup, a hot dog. a sandwich and desserts. You will find a 
wide variety of delicious pies, cakes and cookies at The Bake Shop. The Candy Shop will satisfy your sweet tooth with 
their divinity, peanut butter balls and fudge. 
 

Don’t forget our Raffle, which features cash prizes up to $1,000.00. 

Parishioners Helping Parishioners 
Looking for those who need help and who want to help! 
 
For the last ten years, generous parishioners, school organizations, and teenagers have been a part of helping those in our 
parish who need a little help with fall chores.  The ministry is called “Parishioners Helping Parishioners” (or PHP for short).  
The ministry was started to help those people in our parish that, for whatever reason, needed some help around the 
house.  Many ask for help with raking leaves.  Others have asked for help washing windows, vacuuming stairs, clipping off 
plants for the winter, or cleaning up landscaping.   Anything that can be reasonably done is OK as long as the average pa-
rishioner can accomplish it!  Last year, 11 parishioners were helped in some way or another. 
 
The day set aside this year to help parishioners with these tasks is 
November 7.  The group will start around 8:30 a.m. and work until all 
requests are accomplished.  If you are a parishioner and have some 
work that needs to be done, you are welcome to call Chris Wemhoff 
at 563-381-4189 or email at chriswemhoff1@juno.com. If Chris isn’t 
there, please leave a message with your name, number, and work to 
be done. 
 
For all of you talented parishioners and organizations who would like 
to serve others, mark your calendars for November 7!  We will meet 
in the OLV/JFK parking lot.  Come to 8:00 a.m. Mass and come out to 
the parking lot afterwards, or just meet there around 8:30 a.m.  For 
teens looking for service hours, Chris would be happy to sign your 
forms for service hours in thanks for your help!  Please bring rakes, 
clippers, blowers, gloves, or anything else you can think of that might 
be useful in doing general fall yard work.  If you can come, feel free to 
call Chris at 563-381-4189 or email at chriswemhoff1@juno.com. 
 
Let’s make the 2015 PHP day another big success!  
May God bless all those willing to give time to this important ministry. 
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P A R I S H  M I N I S T R I E S  

Fair Trade 
Fair Trade is returning to the gathering space at OLV. First, starting in October you will see our table up during Social Sun-
days from 8-11am and also on Saturday night from 5:00 to 5:45 pm. We will be selling chocolates, coffees, and teas. If sales 
go well and there is a demand, we will expand our inventory after the first of the year. Secondly, Christian Service Ministry 
will host a Christmas Fair Trade Festival in the gathering space on Dec. 5-6. Saturday the hours will be 4-6pm and Sunday 
from 8am-1pm. We will have many food items and lots of selections for Christmas giving. We hope to have catalogs avail-
able for your shopping on social Sundays. If we get $300 in orders there will be no shipping fee for those items. The catalog 
sales with be finished by Dec. 6th. 
 
What is Fair Trade? Catholic Relief Services has joined with SERRV to provide fair wages to people who live in impoverished 
areas or who have been exploited by big business. Fair Trade recognizes the dignity of the work by artisans and farmers 
and ensures that they earn fair wages by often limiting or eliminating the middle man. Fair Trade producers care for God's 
creation by treating the environment with respect. When you purchase Fair Trade products, you are standing in solidarity 
with the poor and vulnerable. Fair Trade helps cut down on human trafficking and immigration. If a coffee farmer can feed 
his family and send his children to school, then he will not need to move to the United States. People want to stay on their 
family farms. When we help in this way, we strengthen the entire community, because the powerlessness of any member 
wounds the rest of society. We can make a global difference by purchasing Fair Trade products. 
 
At the Fair Trade Festival on Dec. 5-6, we will be ordering items from SEERV/CRS; Juan Ana coffees-direct trade; and from 
Project Lydia, which helps women and children in Uganda. Not only do they make beautiful paper necklaces, but also 
homemade soaps, lip balm, and shea butter lotions, which we will have for sale, too. We will again have available the gi-
raffe and elephant purses, in case you did not get one last time! If you would like to help, or have an item you would like 
ordered, please call Honore at 563-391-7953 or Char at 563-391-8868. Many volunteers make light work, so we welcome 
your input and help. Christian Service Ministry helps within our parish, our community, and globally. 

Adults with Disabilities 
Mark your calendars! Christian Service Ministry is hosting its annual Adults with Disabilities retreat on Saturday, Feb. 27th, 
2016. It will be held in the parish center from 9am -3:30pm. Karen Kilburg will be the director. The theme this year is 
“Great things happen when God mixes with us.” If you would like to spend a day helping someone with physical or mental 
disabilities enjoy a time out from their normal routine, learning about God and doing projects, please volunteer your time. 
This is a very worthy and enjoyable day. You will gain far more than what you give. Please call Karen at 563-210-3470 if you 
would like to help. 
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Our Lady of Victory Annual Report 

State of the Parish Ending 6/30 Ending 6/30 Ending 6/30 Ending 6/30 Ending 6/30 
  Year Year Year Year Year 

  2012 2013 2014 2015 2016(Budget) 
Adult Envelopes $    990,045 $ 1,037,750 $ 1,049,213 $ 1,041,822 $ 1,090,000 
Parish Receipts $ 1,156,481 $ 1,215,563 $ 1,234,672 $ 1,213,516 $ 1,255,800 
Parish Expenses $ 1,056,263 $ 1,113,553 $ 1,102,390 $ 1,097,748 $ 1,245,036 
Applied to Mortgage $    100,000 $    100,000 $    100,000 $      80,000 $ 
Adjustments for Previous Gala   $      70,984 $      87,500 
  $           218 $        2,010 $      32,282 $   (35,216) $   (76,736) 

Detailed financial statements are available at the parish office.  Members of the staff or Finance Council are happy 
to answer questions about the condition of the parish.    

Finance Council:  Msgr. Parizek, Pastor; Charlie Jones, Lay Director; Judy Johnson, Lay Director;   

Bob Briggs; Bernie Mack; Rick Willows; Molly Crosby, Board of Education Representative;   

Matt Osen, Pastoral Council Representative.     

The Financial Picture    
INCOME STATEMENT FISCAL YEAR  07/01/14—06/30/15     
       
INCOME       
Parish    School   
Envelopes/Offertory $1,113,994 Tuition and Fees $1,569,344 
Building Fund/Facility Rentals $      52,744 Transfer from Parish $    440,109 
Fundraising/Fees/Misc and     
Transfer from Foundation $      46,777 Gala/Grants/Misc $    134,238 
Total   $1,213,516 Total  $2,143,691 
GRAND TOTAL INCOME    $3,357,207 
       
  
EXPENSES      
Parish    School   
Operations/Buildings $    369,020 Salaries & Benefits $1,808,686 
Elementary School Transfer $    440,109 Instructional Expense $      91,537 
Activities/Ministries $    171,152 Administration $    114,403 
High School Assessment $    117,468 Plant Operations $    129,066 
Total   $1,097,748 Total  $2,143,691 
GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES    $3,241,440 
       

    Surplus before Adjustments $   115,768 
    Applied to Mortgage  $     80,000 
    Adjustment for Previous Gala  $     70,984 
    NET SURPLUS (DEFICIT)  $   (35,216) 
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Parish at a Glance 
50   Baptisms 
68   First Communions 
60   Confirmations 

9   Marriages 
38   Funerals 
71   New households, registered 2014-15 

1304   Registered households 
3521   Individual parishioners 

Summary of OLV  Liturgical Survey 
Almost 80% of the surveys distributed were returned.  This is a wonderful response which indicated that we, as parish-
ioners, at OLV  care about our liturgy. 
  

Sunday liturgy is perceived as a fulfilling experience.  Several responded that fulfillment at Sunday Mass ultimately de-
pends on one's own attitude, preparation and focus. 
 
Many parishioners commented that they enjoy our beautiful facility, decor and friendly, welcoming feeling.  With the ad-
dition of the gathering space it was noted that this is the place for socializing.  This will allow for quiet prayer and re-
flection in the church.  Concerns about heating and cooling. as well as the sound system, will be referred to, and ad-
dressed by, the Building and Grounds  Committee. 
 
Our pastor and deacons are seen as very friendly and caring.  The homilies are perceived as prepared, focused and re-
flective.  There were some questions about style of delivery.  Each homilist was trained and has his own personal style.  
The pastor will address these comments with the deacons. 
 
Music was generally viewed as favorable.  Each Mass has it's unique style. Improvements suggested include more up-
beat music and faster tempo.  The music ministry will work to improve the instrumental music.  Vocalists, cantors, and 
instrumentalists are always welcome to join this ministry. 
 
We are blessed to have a great number of Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Ministers of Hospitality 
(Ushers and Greeters), Altar Servers, Cantors and Choir Members.  This affirms the commitment of many who participate 
to enhance our liturgy.  The Liturgy Committee will host a workshop to address the comments on the various liturgical 
ministries and work to enrich and improve them. 
 
Other areas of concern will be addressed periodically by Msgr. through his column i n the bulletin.  Thank you for par-
ticipating in our survey to help improve liturgy a t  OLV. 
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O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  E N R I C H M E N T  

Being Catholic 
I used to ask Confirmation students to imagine an encounter with a friendly alien who questioned, "Who are you?"  
What would you say? How would you define yourself? After saying the basics such as age, gender, nationality, and work, 
how would you include your faith?   If you said, “I’m a Catholic”, and the alien said, "What does that mean?” how would 
you reply? 
 
How would you define yourself as being Catholic?  Would you have a list of "must haves" or “must dos?"  Does the Creed 
define all you are as Catholic?  Certainly we would add devotion to the Eucharist, to Mary, and to the saints who have 
gone before us in faith; trusting in the unity and leadership of the Pope; and being pro-life as part of that list of "musts". 
Also we should include being generous to the poor and acting as good stewards of the earth. Is there a way to live out the 
attitudes of the Beatitudes which could be recognized as Catholic? 
 
Each year our parish members who join others walking the journey of faith in initiation encounter this question as part of 
their experience. Helping others define themselves as people of God, as Christians, and especially as Catholic Christians, is 
an on-going process for new as well as older Catholics. 
 
Many adults in our parish are exploring these definitions to get a clearer understanding of all it can mean.  Please contact 
Trish at 391-8384 to participate in ways to explore our Catholic identity.  

CONGRATULATIONS! 
Assumption High School National Honor Society /OLV Parishioners  
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STEWARDSHIP 

Stewardship in Action 
Throughout his life, Pope Francis has been an amazing and humble witness of caring for others.  His words about reaching 
out to the world’s poor test our comfortable life styles and offer a thought-provoking challenge: “Poverty in the world is a 
scandal.  In a world where there is so much wealth, so many resources to feed everyone, it is unfathomable that there are 
so many hungry children, that there are so many children without an education, so many poor persons.  Poverty today is a 
cry.  We all have to think if we can become a little poorer, all of us have to do this.” 
           June 2013 Vatican Press Release 
 
One way Our Lady of Victory parish responds to the Holy Father’s message is through our standing commitment to three 
dynamic organizations that work to break the cycle of poverty and lift people out of their suffering.  We support Catholic 
Relief Services (CRS)—an international humanitarian agency; Brady Street CareLINK—a local partnership that assists 
people with critical needs; and Humility of Mary Shelter, Inc.—serving men and women experiencing homelessness.  
During the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015 we sent checks totaling $5,572 to these three organizations.  This amount 
represents one-half of 1% of annual parish income. 
 
Parish leadership is firmly committed to using wisely the gifts you share with us, yet moved to action by the Pope’s 
advocacy.  We are most grateful for your support of our communal effort to become a little poorer in order to be more like 
Jesus, standing in solidarity with the least among us. 

Parish Picnic 2015 
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MISSION STATEMENT: 
Our Lady of Victory is a parish 
community, guided by the Holy Spirit, 
striving to grow in union and love with 
God and with each other. Grateful for 
God’s blessings, we are stewards of 
God’s love through sharing of our gifts 
and talents. Our mission is to build a 
faith community by living the Gospel of 
Christ through prayer and sacraments; 
education and faith formation; and 
social action and service to others. 

Father Meyer celebrates his 90th birthday! 

November 2  All Soul's Day/Mass of Remembrance  
November 7-8 Ladies Council Christmas Carousel Bazaar 
 
 
December 6  St. Nick Breakfast 
December 20 Adult Choir Christmas Concert 
 
 
January 9  Parish Appreciation Party 
 
 
February 5-7 Women's CEW 
 
 
March 4-6  Men's CEW 


