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Creative Crusaders 

By: Jane.J , Cleary.C , Aidan.O , Brayden.C 

Are you looking for an after school program that incorporates  

science, technology, engineering, arts, and math ? [S.T.E.A.M]  If so,  

Creative Crusaders is the place for you. So far this year students have 

painted canvases and pumpkins, wrote their own books, made advent wreaths, and participated in  

Christmas caroling at Ridgecrest. Last school year, they baked cookies and made pudding Many students 

in first through sixth grade really enjoy the activities. Even kids in kindergarten and eighth grade can do 

special activities fit for their age and ability. 

Mrs. Schott thought that there were a lot of after school activities for the athletic kids, but not 

enough for kids that were interested in S.T.E.A.M. So, she started an after school club called Creative 

Crusaders. Some kids in Creative Crusaders want to do more canvas painting, send sewed blankets to the 

kids in Africa, and more baking.  Anika E. , Pilar T., Annemarie E., and, Jadyn W. would also like to 

improve Creative Crusaders by including longer time, more grown up help, and let the kids have choices 

on what they want to do. Many kids in the upper grades want a calendar that lists all the activities they 

are doing that year. When they are not doing seasonal activities they’re usually talking about what they 

will do next and or cleaning up from the last activity. 

If students are interested in Creative Crusaders, the club sends home a flyer at the beginning of the year 

for kids who want to join. The meetings are on Thursdays, after school. Other forms are also sent home every 

few weeks and before they do seasonal and normal activities. Other students really enjoy Creative Crusaders 

and maybe you will too. If you or any other  

students are interested in Creative Crusaders, then fill out 

the form and make sure you sign up soon so you will be 

able to participate in the great after school activities. 



Pumpkin Run 

By: Ava P., Nora R., and John W. 

At JFK, one fun family event in the fall was the Pumpkin Run.  

The Pumpkin Run on October 20, 2017, was directed by Home and 

School President, Mrs. Schuster.  When Mrs. Schuster was working on 

the Pumpkin Run she was excited but it was also nerve-racking!   She 

also said she wouldn’t say it was better or worse, just a different experience.  She said that the hardest part 

was to guess how many people were coming so she could figure out how much food, prizes, etc. were need-

ed. She said that she would definitely run it again. One question that we asked was, “How can you sign up?”  

She said that you can sign up on SignUpGenius.com, and you can pick when you want to volunteer for that 

day.  We asked her if she had to think of the activities or make improvements, and she said that she only 

thought of two more games, the Pumpkin Put and Spooky Story Reading.  

Mrs. Schuster’s favorite part was being able to watch others enjoy and 

have fun doing what they all worked so hard preparing for.  While the 

Pumpkin Run was going on, Andrea and the other board members walked 

around and made sure all the games were stocked with plenty of prizes.  

She also made sure that there was a volunteer to help for each shift.  In 

Mrs. Schuster’s opinion, the Pumpkin Run was the Halloween themed fes-

tival for the entire family to enjoy.  They had many games and activities, 

lots of food, and even a haunted house!  When we asked her if anything should be changed for next year she 

said, “Of course!  There's always room for improvement and new ideas!” 

There were lots of events during the year, but one of the most popular was this year’s Pumpkin Run.  

Lots of people came to the Pumpkin Run to enjoy Halloween.  What was your opinion of the Pumpkin Run?  

When we asked Mrs. Hillebrand she said, it was a family fun event for everyone.  She pre-planned and 

helped with the actual run.  She would do it again, even after six years of helping.  Dylan R. was one of the 

clowns in the haunted house.  In his opinion, the Pumpkin Run was a fun time to hang out with friends and 

family.  One of the students who helped out a lot with the run was Cleary C.  In her opinion, this year’s 

Pumpkin Run was the best out of all of them.  She also said that the kids 

cooperated very well, and it was easy to explain the games to the partici-

pants.  Cleary had a lot of fun at the Pumpkin Run! 

Continued on the next page 



From Mrs. Hillebrand’s perspective some changes should be 

made, such as more games for the older kids.  Dylan R. thought that 

different people should work in the haunted house after an hour be-

cause it got pretty boring.  He also thought there should be less jump 

scares and more pounding on the walls.  According to Cleary C., 

there should have been a bounce house for the younger kids like last 

year.  Cleary C. also thought that the haunted house should have 

been more of a maze than just a straight path. 

 Lucy N. helped with the Monster Mash in Mrs. Poster’s room.  She said 

that it was fun to work at the Monster Mash, and she would do it again. The 

part she enjoyed most was eating candy.  In Lucy’s opinion, it was one of the 

best Pumpkin Run’s she has been to.  She said that it was the most organized 

Pumpkin Run so far.  Lucy said that the Pumpkin Run was a fun Halloween 

celebration for friends and family.  Everyone we asked said that this year was 

the best so far, and they would volunteer for the Pumpkin Run again next year.  

 The majority of the people interviewed said that they all thought that 

this year was the best.  The people that attended enjoyed the candy, haunted 

house, the actual run, and celebrating Halloween with friends and family.  This 

year was one of the most organized Pumpkin Runs yet.  There were seventy-

five volunteers!  Every year the Pumpkin Run needs lots of volunteers.  Each 

year they have lots of games that need a lot of help.  If there are more volun-

teers, the kids will have more fun.  The more volunteers, the more games there 

are.  Tom P. helped set up the haunted house and said he thought this year was 

the same as the others.  He thinks they are all very good.  It took about eight to 

nine hours to set up the haunted house, and it took about four hours to take it 

down.  That's a lot of work!   Also, he said, “There were enough people to get 

the job done, but it is always helpful to have more people.”  The Pumpkin Run 

is an awesome, fantastic, outstanding event for JFK.  The 2017-2018 Pumpkin 

Run was an event that you might have missed out on.  In 2018-2019, you should 

attend because you will have a great time at JFK Catholic School!  

Continued from the previous page 



Wild and Wacky Kindergarten 

By:  Max S., Ethan M., Nick E., and Addy C. 

The kindergarten teachers at JFK are Mrs. Put-

nam and Mrs. Motto.  Mrs. Putnam and her students 

were interviewed.  Mrs. Putnam said she has been teaching for eight years, and she went to Assumption High 

School.  Reading is her favorite subject to teach.   

KP  students had some really interesting answers as well.  Grayson’s favorite subject is math, Grant’s 

favorite subject is math, Laney’s favorite subject is also math, and Claire’s favorite subject is science.  Math 

seemed to be the winner in this small group!  All the students interviewed said their favorite subject was gym, 

because they get a chance to run around and play games with Mrs. Tilkens.  Mrs. Putnam said that KP will be 

doing a lot more typing as well. 

Mrs. Motto has been teaching for quite a while.  She has a total of fifteen years teaching!  Her favorite 

subject to teach is reading, too.  To help celebrate Christmas, her students made some fun crafts such as stock-

ings, Grinches, and reindeer.  The kindergarteners had their first Christmas show this year and it was a hit!   

Also if you head down to Mrs. Motto’s room there might a chance you will 

hear a new sound.  That sound would be a doorbell to let them know of visi-

tors to their classroom.  What a neat idea! 

Corrinne N.’s favorite subject is math, and Anthony S.’s is math as well.  It 

seems like math is a hit in kindergarten!  Corrinne’s favorite special is gym, 

and Anthony’s is gym.  Gym also seems to be a big hit in  

kindergarten.  Out of music and art, Corrinne said music and Anthony said art.  It looks like we have a tie in 

this class!  The kindergarteners were really good listeners for us and said they really like JFK. 



Third Grade 

By:  Isaiah G., Aiden T., TJ J., and Alexis M. 

JFK’s third grade teachers are Mrs. Vogel and Miss Wahlig.  We all loved third grade, and we also 

loved “What’s in the Bible?”  Both classes still watch the film but not as much as they used to.  Mrs. Vogel 

and Miss Wahlig said their students are awesome and really smart!  One of the assignments the third graders 

had this quarter was to write a book report.  The last book report third grade did was a mystery book report.  

The third graders made gingerbread houses again this year which is always a favor-

ite!   

Miss Wahlig and Mrs. Vogel both said that it’s not hard to grade the kids 

work even though it takes a long time.  Miss Wahlig still likes pandas and says she 

gets a few more each year.  Third grade has been learning multiplication in math, and 

they say they are having a lot of fun.  In science, they are learning about ecosystems 

and the food chain.  In reading class, they are enjoying the book “Aero and Officer 

Mike.”  We remember that book!  Third grade also enjoys the school lunch.  

Their winter play this year was called “Miracle on Bethlehem Street.”  The soloists did an amazing 

job!  They all sung in harmony very well!   At the beginning, kids marched out acting like they were part of 

the Roman government.  They were wearing bow ties and armor that was really funny.  The eight songs they 

sang were the following:  “Bethlehem is Busy”, “Dollars and Census”, “Make a Place”, “Everybody Wants 

to Stay”, “Flock Watchers”, and “Miracle on Bethlehem Street.”  Three kings came to Benjamin’s hotel, and 

he tried to convince them to stay at his hotel.  They said they had been following a star for months.  The kids 

came up with funny names for Benjamin’s hotel. Then baby Jesus was born.  

Third grade is really enjoying their year.  We hope they keep learning!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

Gingerbread Houses 

December 18, 2017 



Sixth Grade 

By Aidyn A, Kahlei C, James L, and Emma V.  

 

6T has Mrs. Thomas and 6W has Mrs. Woerdehoff as 

their homeroom teachers. The sixth graders are having a great 

year so far. The students in 6T and 6W enjoy sitting by the kindergarteners at mass, and are helping 

them to stay focused and participate.  So far this year, sixth graders have learned about Saints and Feast 

Days in Religion among other interesting topics.  Mrs. Woerdehoff created a friendly competition to en-

sure students study their vocabulary words in Social Studies called Vocabulary Football League. 6T and 

6W compete against each other, and both classes seem to like it! 

The sixth graders are looking forward to the Ridgecrest mass celebration ,and spending time with 

elderly. They are also went to Assumption for band, to watch a special concert where the Assumption 

students play their instruments. The Assumption players are very good at playing their instruments. 

Sixth graders are also looking forward to Junior Achievement in the springtime along with another field 

trip to Assumption to shadow foods and science classes.  As for other news, sixth graders have liked the 

changes in the school lunch menu.  In sixth grade you get to travel to each class.  Mrs. Thomas said that 

the sixth graders enjoy traveling to all their classes. We are excited for sixth grade and feel ready for the 

changes to come.   



Student Council Rules! 

By:  Jennifer C., Cameron G., and Pilar T. 

Student Council governs the student body, organizes the Supply 

Store, and provides service projects to raise money for the community 

and our school.  Student Council is very important to our school.  Every 

school year, the student body chooses our class representatives and 

elects the officers. These elections affect all the events and service pro-

jects throughout the school year. 

 

The current council consists of the president, Anastasha M., the vice president, Grace M., the secre-

tary, Lily H., and the treasurer, Isabella K.  The president runs the meetings and keeps everything running 

smoothly. The vice president picks out the different supplies for the Supply Store, and sometimes helps the 

president. Meanwhile, the secretary takes the notes at the meetings as the treasurer handles the money with 

the teacher treasurer who is Mr. Connors.  Mr. Connors also supervises the meetings and gives the money 

from the bank to the student treasurer.  He also collects their election speeches at the beginning of the year 

and refers back to them when they need help or suggestions. 

 

Some other events and fundraisers for this school year were: dress days, a 

mitten tree, blankets for people in need, help for soldiers overseas and veterans in 

our community, paper hands, and Humility of Mary donations.  They also have 

done other things this quarter including working with the Assumption student 

council’s December project, the coat drive.  We look forward to our next projects 

in the upcoming two quarters! 



Parade of Saints 

By: Hailey H, Maddixx S, Cayden CC, Damian S 

 All Saints Day is a special day when the students at JFK celebrate different saints. This year we 

had a lot of unique saints including St. Julia, St. Joseph of Cupertino, and St. Benedict. These three saints are 

the patron saints of: reading, books, and school children, respectively. The reason we  at JFK know about these 

saints, and pray to them, is that praying to them can help with school stressor problems. 

 The difference between other parades and this 

parade is that we learn more about the saints lives and 

what they are the patron saints of. In other parades you 

see floats and decorations. We did not have fancy floats 

but we did have students who dressed up as the saints.   

Mrs. Furlong was in charge of organizing the Pa-

rade of Saints this year. Mrs. Furlong’s favorite saint is 

St. DymhaI. Ms. Burken the upper grade religion teacher 

let her students chose their saint the students chose the 

saint they learned about, and was known for the values 

they wanted to show to the school. Ms. Burken liked the 

parade and she enjoyed learning about saints and how 

the they are portrayed.  

All the different saints mean something to us. 

They are still the same even if they’re patron saint of 

mental damage or the patron saint of school children. All 

of these holy people did something special to become a 

saint.  We should acknowledge them for what they are 

patrons of. We should pray to the saints that help us with 

our own problems in life. We enjoyed the parade we 

hoped you did too. 

SAINT NAME STUDENT 

St. Cecilia Laney G. KP 

St. Julia Paloma S. KM 

St. Sebastian Darian M. 1E 

St. Therese Brynnley B. 1Y 

St. John Paul II Elijah M. 2P 

St. Gabriel Makenzie C. 2M 

St. Philomena Rachel A.  3V 

St. Joseph of Cupertino Preston F. 3W 

St. Benedict Barbie K. 4L 

St. Albert Nolan B. 4F 

St. Francis of Assisi Aidyn A. 5L 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Pilar T. 5W 

St. Maria Goretti Brynn B. 6W 

St. Isaac Ralph A. 6T 

St. Vincent de paul Gabe W. 7B 

St. Teresa of Avila Isabella K. 7W 

St. Dymphna Margaret V.  8K 

 St. Medard of Noyon, France Grace M. 8B 



Library Changes 

By: Seamus D., Isiah R., Justin M.  

The staff and students are lucky to have such a nice library. There have been 

many changes added to the library this year. For example, 100-150 books were added 

to the library this year. Mrs. Baker also added more tables, and rearranged many books 

by adding pictures and labels to make them easier for kids to find. 

The most used books in the library are Diary of a Wimpy Kid and Big Nate. The most used non-

fiction book is Guinness Book of World Records. ECLC-fifth grade has scheduled library times.  

Sixth-eighth grade can go into the library whenever they want as long, as their teacher agrees. Maddux B. 

enjoys the library and likes the selection of books they have in the library. He also loves to read. His  

favorite series of books in the library is the I Survived series. If they could add any other books, Maddux 

would like more I Survived books. 

Mrs. Lundquist noticed that more students are checking out books in the library. She also likes that 

Mrs. Baker made it easier for students to find books in the library. Elliott S. likes How to Draw books. If 

they could add any other books in it would be more Harry Potter books. Elliott likes the library’s  

decorations, he also likes the selections of books to choose from. Since Elliott really likes the decorations 

in the library, he would like it if Mrs. Baker added more decorations in the library.  

   The library has been through many changes throughout the summer of 2017, 

including the encyclopedias that were from 1970 were replaced with computers.  Mrs. 

Baker, overall, has had a good year, with getting new books, rearranging books, and 

making it easier for students to find books. We appreciate all the hard work that Mrs. 

Baker has done to make the library what it looks like now. Thank you from the  

students of JFK.  



Mock Trial 

By:  Ethan J., Adalyn E., Nate M., and Elliott S.  

Have you ever wondered what the Mock Trial students do?  The Mock Trial 

grades were sixth-eighth grade and they were led by Mr. Motto and Mrs. Rolfstad.  

Mrs. Myers was the supervisor.  It was challenging for the students, so they practiced every Wednesday and 

Sunday.  The season lasted two and a half months. The district round was held at the Scott County Courthouse.  

There were two teams with nine students on each team (18 students on the team total).  The J.F.K. Mock Trial 

teams have a record of going to state every year for at least one of the grades.  They did good, unfortunately 

that was not the case this year and we pray for the record to start again next year! 

Most of the grades have said Mock Trial is pretty challenging, and you even get to dress up!  It depends 

on your personality to do Mock Trial.  For instance, if you don’t like speaking out loud, you probably wouldn’t 

like it.  If you are the opposite and you like that kind of thing, maybe consider doing Mock Trial once you’re 

old enough.  Mock Trial is kind of like Civic Oration.  It helps you with public speaking and political views.  

Mrs. Myers said, “I like watching the kids make the case interesting.”  All the Mock Trial teams combined 

have had one criminal case this year.  It was about the murder of a singer by other musicians.   

             The hardest part was having to memorize all the clues and lines!  Most people don’t know, but Mock 

Trial is an act or imitation, not a sport.  Some people start Mock Trial because their older siblings have done it, 

like how Delaney S. did.  All the students that we interviewed said they really enjoyed Mock Trial, and they 

loved the tough competition from the other schools.  Some of the eighth graders we interviewed plan to be a 

lawyer, do jury duty, or do Mock Trial in high school.  Good job this year! 

2017 Mock Trial Participants  

6th: Sean B., Elexa A., Owen W.T., Olivia D., Jordan A., Delaney S., and Brynn B.  

7th: Grace H., Xander P., Adie C., Delaney E., Mary R. and Brianna M.  

8th: Dylan M., Reagan S., Karis W., Anastasha M., and Erica S.           



Lego League 

By: Will A., Jayden P., Amalie Y., Braeden M.  

 

Normally when kids see robots they would probably just play around 

with them. But Lego League is a time when kids get together and work on 

building, programming, and testing their own robots. If you are wondering 

what a board for Lego League is, it is all the missions that the robot has to 

complete. If you complete one of the missions you get a certain amount of 

points, and you need these points to win the whole competition.  

Mr. and Mrs. Brown are the coaches of first Lego League and first 

Lego League Jr. Lego League Jr. is for kids in third grade and under. First 

Lego League is for students in fourth-eighth grade. This is when you program 

a robot and then go to a competition in December. The Browns  

enjoy working with the kids and have coached it since the first year 

in, 2015, when their son Sean B. started.  

 Aubrey R, a new member to Lego League this year, said she 

is having fun and has been researching sewer water. She is  

researching this because everyone looks up a problem and then 

they all vote on one certain problem. The theme this year is Hydro 

Dynamics which is why they are researching sewer water. 

 Sean B. has been in Lego League since he was in fourth grade. He thinks it is an amazing 

experience because you can learn how to control the robots, learn to work 

as a team and not argue, so everyone can enjoy the competition. Sean 

doesn’t build the robots, he just does the programing. He thinks he will 

be in Lego till 8th grade. 

 Addison E. is also new to Lego League. She joined Lego League 

in September and she really likes Lego League. She thinks more people 

should join. She informed us that she has had a lot of fun. But she says 

sometimes it can get challenging. She thinks that sometimes when it gets 

tough you might want to give up, but you shouldn’t and keep trying.

  

Brandon G. is another new student in Lego League, and he thinks Lego League is awesome. He 

says there is a lot of programing, planning, research, and building in the process of making the robot. He 

really likes Lego League and he thinks he might do it next year. He said that doing the research is hard but 

it’s worth it because it’s fun. 

It takes hard work to complete all of the planning, program-

ing, and building in the process of getting ready for the competition. 

The Putnam Museum had a competition on December 10th. Winners 

of the first Lego League Jr. were 2nd grade Detective Dogs who won 

a Master Programmer Award and the 3rd grade Engineering Wolves 

who won an Against All Odds Award. The fourth-eighth grade par-

ticipated in the Hydrodynamics Challenge. These teams tried their 

hardest to win, but sadly didn’t. We are hopeful that they will do  

better next year.  



Girls Basketball 

By Ellie S. Lauren L. Jadyn W. 

It was a tough season for the JFK Girls’ Basketball League, but 

luckily eighth grade was able to claim first place!  The members of the 

eighth grade team were Ava S.,  Dawsen D., Halli W., Elizabeth A., 

Kadren H., Amiee W., and Sydney R. Ava thought basketball was a lot of fun and enjoyed playing on the 

team. She liked going to practices and her favorite play was Olaf; an out of bounds play. Halli’s favorite 

play was Motion and so was Dawsen’s. Motion is where you pass and cut down the lane. All of these three 

players have made at least one three pointer. 

The members of the seventh grade team were Helen S., Jaliyah H., Stephanie S., Addie C., Emily 

W., Alison B., Maicy S., and Christin B. Helen and Jaliyah liked playing on the team. Helen’s favorite 

play was Hike, but Jaliyah’s was Motion. Hike is where the guards are at the top of the lane, and then they 

set a screen for the posts. The post player then comes out to the elbow and shoots, dribbles or passes.  

Helen played point guard and liked it a lot. During seventh grade practices they would shoot from half 

court, and if they made the shot they would a get a gift card to Whitey’s Ice Cream.  

The members of the sixth grade team were Olivia R., Molly R., Rylie D., Ella M., Brynn B.,  

Makayla S., Delaney S., Lauren L., Ellie S., and Jadyn W. Molly and Olivia liked 

playing on the team. Molly was a post player and sort of liked it, but felt like she was 

playing too much. Olivia played point guard. At practice, everyone liked playing 

Knock Out.  

It was a fantastic and very fun season for the JFK Girl’s Basketball League. As you can see,  

everyone played a different position and contributed a part for the team! We hope you will consider join-

ing the team! Hope to see you readers on the court! 



Girls Volleyball 

By: Lucy N., Dru D., Maggie D., and Jacob H.                       

Throughout the volleyball season, all the girls had a wonderful time together at 

practices and games! They also had a great season. For League Standings eighth grade got 

1st place, seventh grade green team got 5th place, seventh grade white got 3rd, and sixth grade got 4th place.   

For their first year with JFK girl’s volleyball, sixth grade girls Anika E., Emma S., Macie R., Molly R., Isabel 

H., Elexa A., Maddy A., McKay D., Mackayla S., Annemarie E., Delaney S., Brynn B., and Courtney W. had 

Mrs. Ripslinger-Atwater as their coach.  Sixth graders Isabel H. and Elexa A. said that they had fun with their 

team and their coach. The first game they won was their third game this season. 

  For their second year with JFK girls volleyball, seventh grade girls started off the season awesome!  

The girls loved it and had a blast at practices and games!  There were two teams for seventh grade volleyball, 

the green team and the white team.  The girls on the green team were Helen S., Grace H., Delaney E.,  

Stephanie C., Serine N-B., Mckenzie S., Maicy S., Lindsey G., Emily W., and Mary D., who were coached by 

Mrs. Chanez.  On the white team were Allie A., Isabella K., Allison B., Kristen B., Ava S., Natalie P., Quinn 

R., Sophia M., and Brittney N., who were coached by Mrs. Remrey.  

For their third and last year, eighth grade girls volleyball 

had an awesome time together at practices and games!  They  

started off the season with a victory by winning their first game 

and came out strong as 2017 League champions and runner-up in 

the tournament!  There was one team this year:  Anna S., Tori T.,  

Dawsen D., Karis W., Hope L., Regan S., Anne L., Elizabeth A., 

Gisella F., Emma D., Halli W., Kadren H., Payton C., and Erica 

S., who were coached by Mrs. Ash and Mrs. Woerdehoff.  

Continued on the next page 



 The coach for sixth grade was Mrs.  Ripslinger-Atwater. She started  

playing in sixth grade for JFK and a competitive team.  She ended up playing high 

school volleyball with many of the girls from her original sixth grade team.  She 

played on the Women's Club Team at the University of Iowa and has played in 

various indoor and sand leagues as an adult.  This was her first time being a head 

coach but has helped coach in the past.   Her favorite part of the season is getting to see the girls happy and 

having fun especially her daughter Macie.   

 The coach for seventh grade green team was Mrs. Chanez.  Her daughter, Stephanie, is on the 

team.  Mrs. Chanez has coached freshman and sophomore volleyball coach for Assumption High School for 

about six years and also directed the volleyball league. She has always liked volleyball and thinks it is fun to 

watch and play. Mrs. Chanez said they had fun this season because the girls knew more than last year and 

have improved.  Their favorite part is that they have won matches.  The coach for seventh grade white team 

was Mrs. Remrey who coached last year for the sixth graders Crusader volleyball. She likes volleyball  

because it is her favorite sport because she can still play on recreation change with her friends and anyone 

can play.   Her daughter Quinn is on her team and they have a good time at practice and Mrs. Remrey  

enjoyed getting to know the girls.   

The coaches for eighth grade are Mrs. Woerdehoff and Mrs. Ash.  Mrs. Ash has coached for five 

years, and Mrs. Woerdehoff has coached for three years.  They both like volleyball and some of the drills 

they do are scrimmages and Queen of the Court.  They loved working with the girls and watching and 

coaching the girls.  These volunteer coaches did a great job this year.  Keep up the good work Crusaders! 

Continued from the previous page 



Crusader Theater Preshow 

By: Enrique G., Alicia F.,  Andrew N. 

Wasn’t this year’s pre-show great?  “Kokonut High” took place in the Caribbean, and all the people 

wanted to go home because the island was destroyed by a hurricane.  The songs in the show were 

“Welcome to the Caribbean”, “Land Ho”, “Beware of Devil’s Island”, “Sail Away”, and “Kokonut Island”.  

Kyla and Griffin said they liked doing the pre-show because it was a fun way to do something, and it was 

their first time being on an actual stage downstairs.  They said they had been practicing since the middle of 

September, and their favorite songs were “Come Sail Away” and “Land Ho”.   

The students thought the teachers liked the pre-show because they laughed and clapped.  The  

audience liked the pre-show as well because they were laughing, too!  The seventh grade students even 

played Limbo!  The people that participated in this competition were Lily H., Natalie B., Noe F., Allie A., 

Serine N-B., and the winner was Michael M. 

Mrs. Hinchman said that one of the songs was dedicated to the hurricane victims.  She also said that 

the pre-show went great because there weren’t any mistakes.  The seventh grade pre-show was the best so 

far.  Mrs. Hinchman said there were 47 seventh graders on one stage!  Great show this year seventh grade! 



Crusader Theater 

By: Jacey M., Ava D.,  Dylan T., and Brian C. 

 

 If you didn’t get to see the Crusader play Kokonut High, you missed out. It was an 

awesome and exciting play done by the eighth grade students at JFK. Everyone  

participated in helping with the play; they spent two months practicing for the  play, and it 

turned out amazing. The characters with the accents practiced them from tryouts all the 

way to the performance and they did a great job. 

The play starts out when a hurricane hits Kokonut Island and Maw Cawawkee 

and Cordelia Hawkins are trying to fix the damage that the hurricane brought but the  

insurance wouldn't cover anything so they start a high school.  Chic and Doris are trying 

to buy the island, Cordelia Hawkins doesn’t want to sell it, so one of the high schoolers steals the plan book 

from Chic. Then at the end it all works out because Swampy found 

treasure and saves the island. 

 Mrs. Hinchman says thanks to not only the students but also 

to the parents and faculty. Mrs. Hinchman loves all the plays that she 

has done but out of the 22 she has done she does not have a favorite.  Mrs. Hinchman was asked, “If you could 

choose to be anyone from the play who would you be” , she said she would want to be Doris Hoyt because she 

liked her accent  Fifth grade though the funniest character was Chic because he was funny person with an  

accent. Overall the play was great and students hope Mrs. Hinchman comes back to help with future plays. 
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Crusader Theater 

Reviews 

All who saw the 8th grade play loved it! It’s 

awesome how they memorized their lines. No 

one ever messed up one time! My favorite part 

is when the three boys were dressed up as girl 

teachers! I also liked the part when the boy 

threw crab. I will never forget this play. 

 

Maddux B. 3W 

 

The 8th grade play was entertaining. You could 

tell that they memorized the words very well! 

The part I liked the best was when Swampy 

shook his arm and the parrot spoke. I also liked 

when the boys dressed as the girls. It made me 

laugh so hard. I will never forget this play. 

 

Leah B. 3W 

 

I loved the eighth grade play. It looked like you 

guys practiced very hard. My favorite part is the 

three boys dressed up as teachers. I also enjoyed 

when the boy threw the crab, I will never forget 

this play. 

 

Preston F.  3W 

 

The eighth grade play was amazing . If I had a 

time I wouldn't do so good but they had  

awesome lines. I liked pirate swampy. He was 

so funny.my favorite part was when they had no 

teachers for the school. I hope there is another 

play like Kokonut High again. 

 

Luke J. 3W 

 

 

 

 

 

The eighth grade play was entertaining. They 

must have practiced a lot. I could see there was 

a lot of comedy. I liked it when the parrot 

talked. Swampy was funny too. I will never  

forget this play        

Heath W. 3W 

 

Kokonut High was exciting. The costumes were 

awesome. The eighth grade play was hilarious. 

It was funny when Captain ride was a ghost. 

Swampy was really funny. When he thrown the 

crab at the guest. All who saw the eighth grade 

play loved it! I will never forget this play. 

 

 

Brooke W. 3W 

 

I loved the eighth grade play. We would tell 

they practiced very hard and memorize their 

lines well. My favorite part was when three 

boys dressed as teachers. I also liked it when 

Tom was slapped. The play was hilarious too. 

All who saw the eighth grade play loved it. 

Thanks eighth grade for such a great time. 

 

Julia M. 3W 

 

Kokonut High was exciting. They memorized 

all the words. There were some hilarious parts. 

My favorite part was when the boys were 

dressed as girls. Swampy even saw Capt. Kid. I 

also liked when the girls slapped the boy and 

when he held up a crab. It is a awesome play I 

will never forget this play. 

 

Veronica U. 3W 

The following are all the submitted student reviews about the Pre-show and/or play Kokonut High 



Crusader Theater 

Reviews 

Kokonut High was exciting. The creatures were 

hilarious. I enjoyed the girls when they were 

hiding behind the screen. The eighth graders 

were nice and still. I liked the teachers when 

they dressed up. 

 

Kaylee F.  3W 

 

All who saw the eighth grade play loved it! 

They did a nice job memorizing their lines. I 

will never forget this awesome play. 

 

Alexis S. 3W 

 

 

Everyone that worked on Kokonut High should 

be very proud! You could tell that they  

practiced very hard. My favorite character was 

Captain Kidd. When Tom got slapped by the 

two girls it was funny.  I also liked when Ms. 

Hawkins was hiding behind the wall and when 

the three boys dressed as girls. It was a good 

play. 

 

Aiden N.  3W 

 

The eighth grade play was entertaining. I know 

they put a lot of hard work into this, and they 

did a very good job memorizing their parts. I 

thought they all had a very smooth sentences. 

My favorite was when the three boys dressed up 

as teachers. I also enjoyed it when swampy 

made his parrot squawk. It was very funny. If 

you saw this play you would have enjoyed it.   

 

Ava S.  3W 

 

 

 

 

 

The eighth grade play was entertaining. They 

did a good job memorizing their parts.my  

favorite characters and parts are Swampy, when 

the boy threw the creature, the three boys 

dressed up as teachers, Swampys’ parrot , and 

the comedy. If you saw the play you would love 

it. 

 

 Cayden L.  3W 

 

Kokonut High was exciting. They had costumes 

that looked cool. I thought it was funny when 

the boys dressed as teachers. I laughed when the 

bad guy was smoking tootsie rolls. Swampy was 

afraid and he fell on the ground when he saw 

Captain Kid. I liked the parrot when he talked. It 

was funny when he threw the crab. I also liked 

the part when the nurses tried to give Swampy a 

shot. I will never forget this play. 

 

Ethan F. 3W 

 

 

Kokonut high was exciting. The play was  

hilarious. My favorite part was the people 

would steal the bosses book. I will never forget 

this play. Thank you eighth grade for such a fun 

time. 

 

Lucian F. 3W 

 

 

I loved the eighth grade play. They memorized 

their lines very well. You can tell they put a lot 

of effort into it. They had neat costumes. I  

enjoyed Swampy and his parrot. I also enjoyed 

the part when the three boys were dressed up 

like girls Thanks eighth grade for such a fun 

time. 

 

Payton P. 3W 



Crusader Theater 

Reviews 

Kokonut High was exciting. It shows that they 

practiced very hard. My favorite character was 

Swampy because he was hilarious. I enjoyed the 

comedy. I also enjoyed the part when a boy threw a 

crab. If you saw it you would like it. 

 

Maggie A. 3W 

 

I loved the eighth grade play. They had neat cos-

tumes. My favorite character was Roy Boy. My 

favorite part was when Tom got slapped. I also 

liked when three boys dressed up as teachers. I will 

never forget this play. 

 

Isabella S. 3W 

 

The eighth grade play was entertaining. They mem-

orized the lines! They had neat costumes. Mrs. 

Hawkins was dressed very nice. The hilarious thing 

I think the three boys dressed up as teachers.  

Another favorite part is the parrot and swampy. I 

will never forget the play. 

 

Kennedy K. 3W 

 

The eighth grade play was entertaining. The  

honeymoon characters were well dressed. All the 

characters worked hard. This play was hilarious. I 

will never forget this play. 

 

Tavis J. 3W 

 

I enjoyed Kokonut High or Kokonut Island because 

it had funny parts and it made me smile. My  

favorite part was Swampy he was funny especially 

the bird but every one in the play was awesome I 

couldn't have liked it better. I say, ”keep up the 

good work!” 

 

Avery H. 4L 

 

 

I rate this five stars this play is out of this world. 

The lights, music, and acting was great if you  

haven't seen it you don't live in this world. 

 

Sachiko N. 4L 

 

I thought the show was very funny. I loved every 

part of the show, and Mrs. Hawkins because I like 

how she reacted when they were about to lose  

Kokonut Island. I also liked when the island got 

called Kokonut High. I also enjoyed when the  

married couple fell to the ground after there walk. It 

was pretty funny when they said, “We’ll have a big 

feast of mac and cheese.” When the two girls 

slapped their man in the face because they found 

out he was already engaged to a girl named Olive. 

 

Aubrey R.  4L 

 

I enjoyed Kokonut High because it was really  

inspiring to me it was funny. The one character that 

really inspired me was Ms. Hawkins. She looked 

like she always welcomes everybody to Kokonut 

High. I also liked the pirate swamp and also and 

also his parite. It was really entertaining the actors 

are very friendly, funny, and mean. I wish I could 

go to Kokonut High to. 

 

Clara N.  4F 

 

I thought the show was very nice. I really liked how 

it had a good ending but you didn’t get find  out 

what happened next. The actors were really getting 

into the play with lots of expression. It was very 

humorous and when they dedicated that song to 

people in need who have been struck by hurricanes. 

Personally I think you should a following show 

about Kokonut Island and all the fancy things they 

have. It was a very nice show. 

    

Sophia H. 4F  


