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Each year students in grades fifth through eighth grades work on a speech 

for Civic Oration.  There are countless hours put into each speech. This year’s topic 

was An Interesting Landmark. Students began researching their topic of choice on 

January 13, 2015 and ended with presenting their speeches of the first round on 

March 9th and 10th. Students began giving their speeches to their entire grade lev-

el; only six from each grade level moved on.  

This year in fifth grade moving on to the second round was: Ethan B., Sam L., Brandon S., JJ S., Er-

ica S., and Aiden W.; sixth grade was: Rileigh A., Annette B., Evan L., Leah Z., Zayle S., Molly D.; seventh 

grade was Kealan S., Noah W., Vince T., Zach Wem., Oliver F., Haley S.; and eighth grade was Abby B., 

Adam L., Lacey W., Donna D., Donald J., Kaitlynn B., and Isaac S.  

All the students in fifth through eighth grade know how hard it is to say your speech and move onto 

the parish center round. One of the people who were moving on was Molly D., she said “It was kinda nerve 

racking saying my speech and I was sort of nervous.” Rileigh A. said “It was nerve racking at first but then 

it got a little better at the end.” 

The second round started on March 12th, the fifth and sixth graders moving on to the parish center 



round were: Ethan B., Rileigh  A., Annette B., Evan and for the seventh and eighth grade were: Kealan 

S., Haley S. Abby B., Adam L., Lacey W., Isaac S.   These students competed in the Parish Center 

round on March 18th.  The winners from the Parish Center round from seventh and eighth were: Abby 

B., Lacey W, and .Adam L. In fifth and sixth grade were Evan L., Rileigh A, and .Annette B.   

On the evening of April 15, 2015 the district round of Civic Oration was held at Modern Wood-

men of America.  Six students who moved on competed with three students from Clinton Middle 

School.  The winners of this round were Abby B., Lacey W., and Adam L.   Due to winning first and 

second places, Abby B. and Lacey W. qualified for the state round on May 16, 2015.  Several students 

competed on this day from around the state.  Congratulations to Abby B. for taking first place in the 

state round and congratulations to Lacey W. for taking second place.  Nice finish ladies! Abby B. will 

now have to videotape her speech and submit it for the national competition.  Good luck Abby B.! 

Eighth grade Parish Center Round 

winners: Abby B., Lacey W., and 

Adam L. 

Sixth grade  Parish Center Round 

winners: Annette B., Rileigh A., and 

Evan L. 



The Popping Preschool 

By Abby M. & Curtis O. 

 

 It’s safe to say that both preschool classes have been extremely busy this year! All year, preschool 

has been busy learning. Some of their favorite things to learn were about the letters and numbers.  Each 

week, the preschoolers would come in and they would progress in learning a different number or letter. As 

a preschooler, there are many crafts that they are able to take part in. One of their favorites was making a 

letter into an animal. For example, on the letter ‘Z’, they made a zebra. However, some of their favorite 

letters to make were ‘B’ and ‘E’.  

 During a typical day, preschool is very busy. Because each preschooler is so outgoing, it makes it 

all the easier to learn and get each task done every day. Each day is filled with craft-making, fun-filled 

learning, snacks, and two recesses. The preschoolers love fruit snacks, enjoy the playing on the play-

ground, especially going down the slides. The preschoolers have been anxiously awaiting the end of the 

year and are so excited to start kindergarten!  

`“It takes a big heart to shape little minds.”-Author Unknown. Talking to the Mrs. Jordan about preschool, 

you can tell she loves her job. When asked why she loves her job, she replied with a very long answer. She 

said, “I loved watching the kids grow socially and academically from the beginning to the end of the year, 

they grow so much within that year.” Mrs. Jordan started at JFK in 2002 and she loves 

it here.  Mrs. Jordan is not the only preschool teacher at JFK.  The preschool staff in-

cludes Mrs. Blocker, Mrs. Baker, Mrs. Zeimet, Mrs. Knox, and Ms. Turnquist.   

 It is truly amazing to see progression during a long period of time and it is so 

cool to see that from the preschoolers at JFK. As they grow and continue on their jour-

ney, we wish them the best of luck! 

Use of technology in preschool 



Second Grade Article 
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By Abby M. and Brooke N.   

 Second grade had a busy year! They have taken field trips to The 

Family Museum, The Dr. Suess play at St. Ambrose, and Ridgecrest.  Of 

course students prepared for First Reconciliation and Communion 

throughout the school year. Both Mrs. Anderson and Mrs. Poster have 

helped their students learn new educational things by making it entertain-

ing and fun. This year, students learned how to multiply and divide, im-

proves their spelling skills, as well as learning about vowel teams and 

compound words. 

 In Ms. Anderson’s class, students recently learned multiplication and division and compound 

words. They prepared for First Communion by learning about it in religion class and completing a pack-

et. Jacey M.’s favorite subject in school is reading, while Elliot S.’s is math. One way that Mrs. Ander-

son made class fun was going outside and learning with ooblik for science. Mrs. Anderson also lets them 

play Brain Quests and educational games. 

 In Mrs. Poster’s class, students had anxiously been preparing for First Communion! Dylan T. 

said that he practiced taking the Body of Christ with Vanilla Wafers. Dylan said that he really loved hav-

ing Mrs. Poster as a teacher, but he also enjoyed having three recesses a day. Dylan’s favorite subject is 

spelling, while Anna W.’s favorite subject is reading. Mrs. Poster makes math fun by giving the students 

really big math problems.  

 All of the second graders are looking forward to third grade. They are excited to do more multi-

plication and division and they are starting the spring and Christmas shows next year. We wish everyone 

in second grade the best of luck on the upcoming school year! 



Fifth Grade Article 

By: Carly K. 

One of our school’s biggest changes this year 

came in the fifth grade where there were two new 

teachers, Miss Peterson and Miss Gieswein. Before 

this year, Miss Peterson was a substitute teacher and 

Miss Gieswein was in her last year of college at Lu-

ther College. Both have had a very successful first 

year here at JFK but Miss Gieswein will not be returning next year; we wish her the best of luck! The 

fifth graders have had a fun-filled year filled with new experiences like Civic Oration, seeing Cinderel-

la at Assumption, creative writing, book reports, golfing, and more. 

 In 5G the students did a lot of reading with discussion in literature which has helped 

them start to develop more insight into what they are reading. Miss Gieswein says that she loves her 

class because they are creative and enthusiastic about learning. But her students aren’t the only ones 

who have learned something this year. She says that the year has been enjoyable because of her 

coworkers but she also learned a thing or two from her students. Most importantly; be flexible and en-

joy the day. This lesson was also very important when it came to the large class size. To manage it they 

worked with different seating arrangements, groups, transitioning, and just embraced it! 

 In 5P students said they are learning about a lot of new subjects like the Ten Command-

ments, fossils, and the American Revolution. Patrick D. said his favorite topic is social studies because 

he likes to learn about the past, Erica S. said she likes science because it is so interesting. There was 

also a lot of reading going on as well. Each month they had themed book reports; through this Miss 

Peterson saw student growth over the year as they changed and did better. She says this year has been 

stressful but fun with her energetic group. She has learned that with a big class organization is key and 

you must always be willing to change your ideas! 



Sixth Grade Article 

By: Carly K. 

 

 Sixth grade is always a year of change and growth. When asked 

how it has been switching over to sixth grade this year, Ms. Salz said, “I 

have really enjoyed the switch from seventh grade, but I am happy that I 

am still able to teach one class of seventh grade students social studies. 

This gives me the chance to see the 7th grade students, which I would 

have missed about moving from seventh grade.”  

Now that Ms. Salz has made the switch every day in sixth grade is exciting for Ms. Salz. She says 

the best part about teaching seventh grade is getting to teach them math and literature, which are her favorite 

subjects. She has also enjoyed getting to know all of her students. The sixth graders competed in Civic Ora-

tion and they read two novels, Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer by John Grisham and Hoot by Carl Hiaasen 

which students were very excited to read. New this year in sixth grade is the addition of two teachers for 

ELA time, not just one.   

Also this year Vocations Day was held on a Saturday not during the school week, unfortunately no 

many students participated.  Over in Mrs. Woerdehoff’s classroom things haven’t changed much. She still 

teaches sixth grade social studies and sixth through eighth grade Spanish. New this year in Spanish the 

eighth graders had class all year instead of one semester.  Eighth graders learned more about verb conjuga-

tion along with building of sentences this year as well as Rosetta Stone. Mrs. Woerdehoff says that the best 

part of teaching sixth grade is being the first step of independence in school.  

 For the end of the year sixth grade students had a trivia afternoon.  It started off with pizza 

and sundaes.  Then students were in groups and battled out for prizes.  All the questions they answered were 

from the material they learned in sixth grade along with some riddles.  Good luck to the sixth graders going 

into seventh grade! 



Students in grades kindergarten through fifth grade got 

a hands-on experience learning about agriculture.  

Many local farmers volunteered their time and animals 

for this great learning experience! 



Students in Ms. Geurink’s math class were asked to make some dough by fol-

lowing directions given to them.  Those directions only gave them partial direc-

tions on how to make the dough.  Some students were able to make it almost cor-

rect and others make dough soup!   
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Students in Mrs. Kubalsky’s seventh grade 

science classes were able to take a closer 

look at frogs this year!   Over a 2-day period, 

students examined then dissected frogs with 

a lab partner.  What a way to incorporate nice 

hands-on activities in science! 
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Mrs. Vogel with some of her awesome third 

grade students! 

Teachers and staff supported National Autism 

Awareness Day on April 2nd. 


