
By: Carly K. 

 

 For many years we have been privileged to have Mrs. Carlin, Mrs. 

Larson, and Mrs. Winegar working here at JFK. Over the years, they have 

been key factors in nearly every student's education. Sadly, we will have to 

say goodbye to them after this school year, but we wish them the best in their future 

plans! 

  In her position as school secretary, Mrs. Carlin has enjoyed every part of work-

ing here, and will miss it very dearly. Although she will be hard to replace, we know 

we will be in good hands with Mrs. Henning as her replacement. Mrs. Carlin will be 

retiring after this year and will love having free time and babysitting her grandchildren, 

but she will definitely come back to visit her JFK family in the 

coming years. 

 Mrs. Larson has been a great teacher here for eight years. 

She will always remember the family sense she received from 

everyone in the community. Students enjoyed having her as a teacher because she 

was creative, helpful, cool, and innovative with her teaching style. (Not to mention 

she gives out candy for rewards!) Mrs. Larson's future plans are 

to go back to school full time to receive middle school and sci-

ence endorsements, she then hopes to return to teaching. 

 Last, but certainly not least, is Mrs. Winegar.  She has 

been a wonderful kindergarten teacher since 1985; that's 25 years! Throughout the 

years she has enjoyed many wonderful classes here. She has forever left an impact on 

the students that had her by helping kids get a good education from the start. Although 

she has loved teaching her students to read and watching them learn, she will also be 

enjoying retirement in the years to come. She plans to be a guest teacher and do vol-

unteer work. 

 On behalf of the entire JFK family, we would like to wish all of them good 

luck, and we will miss you! 

It is Really Good-bye? 
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Civic Oration 2014 

By: Anna N.  

At JFK since 1966 the upper grades, 5th -8th, have 

been participating in Civic Oration. For those of you who 

haven’t had the opportunity to participate in civic oration, 

the process is as follows: a topic is provided by the Modern 

Woodmen of America and students are required to gather 

resources, research information, create note cards, type an 

outline, generate a rough draft, edit, revise, memorize, and 

deliver a speech based on the topic provided.  This year’s 

topic was “The Importance of Healthy Living.”  

The finished speech, 3 to 5 minutes in length, is deliv-

ered to grade-level peers. After that round, the teachers, using 

a judging rubric, determine the six students who will move on 

to the next round, either 5th and 6th or 7th and 8th. Those stu-

dents then deliver their speeches again to the combined two 

grade levels where six are able to move on to the Parish 

Center round. Mrs. Larson was in charge of setting up this 

round and the contact for Modern Woodmen of America 

every year for the last four years. When she leaves, we will 

miss her helping out with this big operation.  

Moving on to the “Parish Center” round of Civic 

Oration were Evan L., Annette B.,  Abby K., Zach W., 

Simone W., and Noah W. from 5thand 6th grade. Gaige A., 

Kaitlynn B., Donna D., Abby M., Teagan T., and Lacey W. 

represented the 7th and 8th graders.  With the topic being 

“The Importance of Healthy Living” some of the subtopics 

were PTSD, optimism, and biking.  

Abby M. and Donna D. both thought the topic was difficult to write about. Donna D. has had expe-

rience with this and wasn't that nervous to perform in front of the entire school. Carly K. said that know-

ing her speech well helped her overcome any nervousness.. The ELA teachers also this topic was tough. 

Since there was so much flexibility with this topic, it was hard for many students to narrow their focus. 

The teachers love seeing their students’ hard work paying off when it was time to share their speeches.  

Although participating in Civic Oration is very challenging, it will help the students know how to write, 

memorize, and perform speeches in front of people.   

Top: 5-6 Grade Parish Round  

Contestants 

Bottom: 7-8th Grade Parish Round 

Contestants 

Left: 5-6th Grade 

Winner Noah W. 

 

Right: 7-8th Grade 

Winner Donna D. 



Fun Night 2014 

By: Donna D. 

 

 Friends, Family, Food, and Fun. These are just some of the charac-

teristics of what goes on at Fun Night. It was held on March 29, 2014 from 

5:30-8. Mrs. Neuberger, president of the Home and School board, is in 

charge of creating Fun Night. This year was a success with new prizes, 

games, and food. The purpose of Fun Night is to be an event where you can 

spend some time with family while playing games, and enjoying food. Fun 

night took about six weeks to prepare and it turned out great. For all those 

who did not go this year, I recommend that you go next year and all the 

years to follow. There were some new games, but the biggest attraction was 

the new prizes. The newest thing at the prize store was going into a drawing 

for candy baskets once you filled up a punch card. 

 As I walked around the school for Fun Night, I asked several stu-

dents what they thought about their time. Hailey H., a first grader, said her 

favorite part was the face painting and her favorite activity was the book 

walk. Brian M., an eighth grader, loved the entire night "very much”, espe-

cially the awesome prizes. Emma S., a fifth grader, she said that her favorite 

part was the bounce house and her favorite prize was the giant $100 bill. 

Delilah R. a kindergartener loved Fun Night because of the fishing game. 

Delilah likes getting prizes and enjoyed the candy baskets.  

 Without the efforts of all of the volunteers, Fun Night wouldn’t be 

the success it is. Volunteers, such as Sarah G., a JFK alum and Assumption 

grad, said she was helping out because "Assumption encourages us to vol-

unteer." She enjoyed being able to visit her home school. Next I met up with Anna N. and Brooke N. They 

both agreed that their favorite part was seeing the little kids leave with a smile across their faces. Brooke 

volunteered because she thought it would be a great service project and she loves to face paint.  Anna vol-

unteered because she enjoys giving back to the community. (I strongly encourage you to volunteer for the 

next Fun Night and any other opportunities in the future!) 

 Starting with fun and ending with smiles:  this is what Fun Night accomplished this year. Remem-

ber that this event isn't just to raise money, but also to spend time with friends and family. So many people 

put this together for the enjoyment of your family. If you see Mrs. Neuberger, Mrs. Schuster, or Mrs. 

Weiss make sure that you say thank you for putting together one of our best fun nights ever! 



Preschool 

By: Donna D. 

 

Most people think that to have fun, they must go outside, play with a friend, or do something excit-

ing, but what if all of this “fun” was put into a classroom for students to learn? This is what preschool is, 

along with the math, science, social studies, language arts, and music skills. Preschool is so large that we 

need four teachers and two classes, they are; Mrs. Jordan and Ms. Moxley who teach one of the pre-

schools, and Mrs. Zeimet and Ms. Turnquist who teach the other.  

 

The main project that both of these preschools have done was 

an alphabet book. This is a book where they learn a different letter each 

week and a picture that starts with that letter and took the entire year to 

complete. The largest addition to this year’s pre-K was iPads. I think 

the teachers would all agree that these help them learn numbers, letters, 

sounds, and is a great hands-on activity that keeps the kids engaged. 

 

I asked all the teachers how teaching at JFK has changed their 

outlook on life and here is what they said: Mrs. Jordan says that she 

loves watching the kids evolve every day that she comes to work. 

Watching their reactions when they learn something new is priceless. According to Ms. Moxley, working 

here is wonderful and it feels like a family. She believes that her first year here has been very positive and 

she enjoys coming to work. Mrs. Zeimet had some very touching words to answer this question. She said, 

“Teaching preschool helps me see the importance of the young years because it impacts the student’s 

growth and learning with all their years after preschool. It makes me value and treasure the moments in 

preschool where you know you are making a difference.” Ms. Turnquist believes that’s working here 

makes her life enjoyable and her job exciting. She loves the environment that she is in because every day 

is different. Without these teachers, our preschool department just wouldn’t be the same. 

 

The biggest thing that the teachers like about preschool is how spontaneous the kids are. Whether 

it’s with stories, hugs, laughter, or something else, they are always there to brighten someone’s day. The 

teachers like to see when their students “get” the concept of the lesson or 

just being able to see their different ways of learning and growth. Ms. 

Turnquist especially likes the things they say. Between jokes and stories 

they are all there to make your day. She says that preschoolers are very 

honest and always have complements.  

 

Like most students, they gain improvement from the beginning of the 

year. The preschoolers have improved on their assessments, have learned 

the values of a good friend, and have become great at following the rules. 

From day one many kids didn’t know numbers or letters and by Christ-

mas they learned how to count to ten and they were almost done with the alphabet. Preschool is a busy 

place filled with learning and fun. 



Second Grade 

By: Carly K. 

 The second grade has been super busy this year! Each quarter has been packed full with im-

portant, cool, and fun activities. The second grade took a field trip to the play Toy Camp at St. Ambrose 

University. And, of course, they have spent much of their time preparing for their first Reconciliation and 

first Communion which they completed in April. Mrs. Poster and Ms. Anderson have taught their stu-

dents many new things and made it 

enjoyable by using fun and inventive 

strategies.  

 The students in Mrs. Poster's 

class worked hard in all of their clas-

ses, specifically learning multiplica-

tion, fractions, and states of matter. They enjoy school especially because of their nice teachers and their 

preparations for first Reconciliation and first Communion. In each class, students love to learn new 

things.  Science is Elijah S.'s favorite class and Olivia D. likes math class the best. Mrs. Poster enjoys 

teaching math class because she makes it fun by rapping and singing to fun math-themed songs! 

 Over in Ms. Anderson's class, the kids learned the same cool subjects, but in different ways. Ms. 

Anderson taught her students about matter by making pancakes and fruit salad! The second graders also 

learned about the first settlers and even got to visit the sixth grade projects to further their knowledge. 

Ms. Anderson also enjoys teaching the new math program because it includes more activity and discus-

sion that is much more interactive. Both teachers wish their students good luck in third grade and are 

looking forward to their classes next year! 

Congratulations on your First Communion Second Graders! 



Fifth Grade 

By: Amanda W. 

 

Fifth grade has been an exciting, and very fun year for everyone! Mrs. Temming, who has been 

teaching at JFK for 17 years, and Mrs. Larson, who has been teaching at JFK for 8 years, have 31 fifth 

graders this year. From going on field trips, completing projects, and learning new things every day, these 

students are always eager to learn more.  Mrs. Larson teaches math and science to both fifth grade clas-

ses. In math they just finished learning how to multiply fractions, and now they 

are learning how to divide fractions. In science they are learning about matter, 

about chemical reactions, and all the elements of science.  

 

 Mrs. Temming teaches reading and religion to both fifth grade classes. 

In reading they are learning about persuasive writing, and in religion they are 

leaning about the Ten Commandments and the greatest commandment of all.  

Mrs. Larson's favorite subjects to teach are social studies and science.  History 

because she just loves history and science because it's all around us. Mrs. Tem-

ming's favorite subject to teach is reading because she loves reading  and loves 

being able to teach the kids to love reading too!  

 

 These fifth graders have been busy 

with many field trips this year.  They went to 

the Earth Week Festival, Good Samaritan for 

Stations of the Cross, Ridgecrest, Assumption 

High School to see the play Children of Eden, 

the Putnam Museum, and on a golf outing for 

gym class. Mrs. Larson's favorite field trip 

was the Earth Day trip, and Mrs. Temming’s 

was the golf outing. Mrs. Larson said that the best 

part of fifth grade was all the projects that the fifth 

graders did. Mrs. Temming said the best part of 

fifth grade was that she has a great group of kids, 

and she always hears compliments from other 

teachers about her kids.  

 

This was the fifth graders’ first year for civic ora-

tion (see our special article on Civic Oration).  The fifth graders did a 

great job especially since it was their first year. Overall, this has been a 

great year for all the fifth graders.   

 

Sadly, after teaching at JFK for eight years, Mrs. Larson 

will be leaving and going back to school! We will miss her very 

much, but we wish her good luck with her future!  

Evan L. participating 

in the Parish Round 

of Civic Oration 

Annette B. participating in 

the Parish Round of Civic 

Oration 



Seventh Grade 

By: Alex O. and Ben K. 

 

 Seventh grade is an important time in our life. It is where we learn about how to be ourselves, not 

to mention get academically smarter and have some fun.  The seventh grade is looking forward to their 

class trip to Niabi Zoo. One seventh grader says that going to the zoo is a great way to get out of the 

stress of the long school year. When describing this stress this seventh grader said that some of it is from 

civic oration, but the majority is from the wear and tear of the school year. Ms. Salz and Mrs. Whelchel 

both say that it is very rewarding to teach seventh grade.  Most of the seventh graders are looking forward 

to eighth grade and want to enjoy the ride. 

Eighth Grade 

By: Pamela M. 

 

The entire eighth grade has been tremendously busy 

this whole year with huge activities going on such as Con-

firmation, the spring show, and so much more!! “Preparing 

for Confirmation was a huge responsibility and a big hon-

or,” said Mrs. Bauer and Mrs. Kubalsky. The students 

learned a lot and thought it was really fun even if they were 

not Catholic! One field trip enjoyed by many was watching 

the Garden of Eden play at Assumption High School. 

Teachers and students say that it was a very great perfor-

mance and the whole auditorium was packed with a bunch 

of people! Mrs. Kubalsky also took accompanied a few 8th 

grade girls to “Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day” at John 

Deere and explored the factory and what the employees do.  

Helping out in the play was difficult to manage and a 

bit time consuming but with Ms. Siefers, Mrs. Gooder, and 

Mrs. Temming taking care of all of the nightly rehearsals, it 

made a huge difference. Students who participated in the play 

said it was a tough experience but worth it in the end. Being Mrs. Kubalsky’s first year here at JFK, she 

finds it very fun yet busy. She loves working with all of her students and seeing their finished projects 

after hand, especially when it came to Science Fair! Career Fair was another field trip the 8th graders went 

on. It was very informational and fun! Finance Park was a marvelous field trip they went on as well. 

“You feel like an adult when you’re there,” said Teagan T. Good Samaritan is a place where the elderly 

stay, somewhat like RidgeCrest. The 8th graders went there and they said that it was fun having “small 

talk” with the elders, although it is sad when you leave. A very common game they played while they 

visited was BINGO.  

“Don’t procrastinate!!” says Xavier S. “Don’t forget to do your homework and projects and make 

sure to turn them in on time.” says Emily S. and Mark R. “You also want to take it as the flow of things 

and get at least seven or more hours of sleep,” replied Teagan T. This is all great advice given from 8th 

graders for 7th graders who will soon be 8th graders!! Mrs. Bauer will miss her students as she still does 

miss her past ones, although she is very excited for next year’s class as I’m sure we all are!! 

Lindsay S., Bridget P., and Emily S. all 

ready for a day of ballroom dancing 

and fine eating for the Manners Unit. 



Field Day 2014 

By: Brooke N. 

 What's the best part of the end of the year? Field Day! Mrs. 

Tilkens and Mrs. Woerdehoff have been planning since March for the 

fifth annual Field Day. Some of the games that we will be playing are 

musical chairs, parachute, an obstacle course, a water sponge relay, a wa-

ter cup relay, and stacking speed cups. Some new games that will be added this year are limbo, and in-

stead of water balloons there were water bombs.  As of this writing, Mrs. Tilkens and Mrs. Woerdehoff 

are sure the ice cream stand will be a top hit this year! So far there are about 40 volunteers already 

signed up to help out on Field Day. Mrs. T. says that she gets the volunteers by sending notes home with 

the kids. This Field Day, however, will be very special this year because the 29th of May is John F. Ken-

nedy’s birthday! With that said, the theme of this year's Field Day is planned around birthdays. This 

Field Day will be full of a birthday adventure filled of fun!  

 

Editors Note: At the time of printing, Field Day had not happened.  This edition will be edited and pic-

tures will be added to the online version of the Crusader Chronicle. Please visit our website 

www.olvjfk.com to see the online version. Thank you! 

Student Council News 

By: Erika M. and Augustine R. 

 

 This year the student council committee has been very busy helping 

the school community. We have thought of many theme days and service 

projects, and have helped multiple supply stores. Our most liked theme days 

have been nerd day, neon day, and Easter day. Some of our most enjoyed 

service projects have been Toys for Tots and Birthright. Our supply stores 

took place every third Wednesday in the month. In the supply stores, we 

have supplies including pens, pencils, erasers, and fun for all the kids. 

 

 We have four main officers for the JFK student council. Erika Martin was voted president, Donna 

Diggs vice president, Caroline Crosby treasurer, and Bridget Poster is the secretary. These four students 

have been running the Student Council committee meetings and the supply store for the past year. From 

grades 2 through 8 there is one representative from each class who attends the meetings. They help vote 

for and think of theme days and service projects to inform their homeroom. 

 

 We have interviewed a few representatives from grades 2, 4, and 6. We asked the question "What 

do you like about student council?" and got various responses including, "Everyone gives ideas and has a 

say in service projects and theme days." We also asked if they think student council benefits this school, 

and the response every time was, "YES. Mainly because it brings in money for the school and helps eve-

ryone."  



“Columbus sailed the 

ocean blue in 1492.” 

Everyone has probably 

heard this saying once 

or twice before, but the 

fifth and sixth graders 

took us on a more in-

depth journey. The 

unique performance 

depicted a group of 

beginner explorers 

searching a Caribbean 

island trying to 

determine if Columbus 

discovered the island 

before the others. The 

tale took us on an 

adventurous leg 

through a fictional tale 

that left us all smiling.  



Bugs Bunny, Ryan Secrest, 

Kermit the Frog, Sonny 

and Cher: what do all of 

these characters have in 

common? They've all been 

portrayed in the seventh 

and eighth grade spring 

show titled "This Is It:  

TV Through the Decades.” 

The fun and energy-driven 

performance showed us 

the early classics to 

modern day singing and 

dancing competitions and 

everything in the middle. 

The spring show left 

parents and teachers 

nostalgic, the students 

with a happier attitude, 

and the performers with a 

prideful smile. If a show 

were to be rated five 

stars, “This Is It”! 

7th & 8th Grade 

Spring Show 



Spring Band  

Concert 

7th  

& 

8th 

Grade 

5th Grade and 6th Grade  



Mrs. Bauer, Mrs. Henning, Mrs. 

Woerdehoff, Mrs. Wemhoff, Julia K., 

Donna D., Abby B.,  

PHOTO CREDITS 

Photos Around JFK 

Mrs. Gooder dancing with the mu-

sic from the 7th and 8th Grade 

Spring show 

Mrs. Bauer & Mrs. Kubalsky with 

Bishop Amos at confirmation 

Got Saran wrap?!?  Mr. Steimle desk does!!   

Guess who?!?!? 


