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Celebrating Catholic 
Schools Week 2014 
By: Staff Writers 
 
Catholic schools around the na-
tion celebrate Catholic Schools 
week with various activities. The 
logo this year is all about Catho-
lic Schools: Communities of 
Faith, Knowledge, and Service. 
This year marks the 40th anniver-
sary of Catholic Schools week 
and JFK didn’t skip a beat in the 
celebration.  Even the weather 
tried to dampen our spirits but it 
didn’t work.  
  

 
 
At JFK there were fun out of uni-
form days, talent shows, lunch 
with a friend, dodge ball tourna-
ment and the annual eighth grade 
versus staff volleyball game.   In 
this issue of the Crusader Chroni-
cle we have reporters and photog-
raphers who were there first hand 
and will enlighten you all into 
many of the Catholic Schools 
Week activities at JFK.  

SPAGHETTI SUPPER 
By: Staff Writers 
 
On January 26th, after the Saturday All School Mass, there was the 
annual Spaghetti Supper.  Many families attended and were excited to 
be served by JFK’s principal, Mr. Steimle.  It was a good family expe-
rience from eating good food to enjoying the book fair in the library.  
There were plenty of laughter and fellowship between different JFK 
families.  If you didn’t attend this year, maybe you make plans to at-
tend next years’ annual Spaghetti Supper! 

JOHN F. KENNEDY CATHOLIC SCHOOL 



This year there were several 
JFK students who showed a 

range of talents in our annual 
Talent Show.  Due to weath-

er conditions, the talent 
shows were compiled into 
one day. The favorite song 
this year was “Let It Go” 
from the movie Frozen.  

Please enjoy some of the pic-
tures taken from this fun day 

taken by photographers 
Marechal C. and Julia K. 



MASS AT ASSUMPTION 

By: Anna N. 
Photographer: Julia K. 
 
Every year we celebrate Catholic 
Schools Week. One of our most 
meaningful activities is going to 
Assumption to attend the Diocesan 
Mass.  All the students from sec-
ond through eighth grades get the 
opportunity to participate. Cole M., 
in second grade, liked the Mass a 
lot! Also he thought that the priest, 
Father Adam from Sacred Heart, 
was a great choice to lead in the 

Mass. He liked how Fr. Adam talked about his life. 
The music of the Mass consisted of the Assumption 
band and choir singing with students from different 
schools. Hailie S. Ayana E. and Aliyah P. represented 
our school fantastically!  The song that had everyone 
up dancing and singing was "Yes Lord", which was 
many people's favorite. Father Meyer from our parish 
helped with leading the Mass. Going to Mass at As-
sumption is always a fun learning experience. We are 
happy that we are  fortunate enough to attend it.  

BRING A FRIEND TO LUNCH 
By: Carly K. 
 
Bring a Friend to Lunch is a very fun part of Catholic Schools Week! Behind 
the scenes, the kitchen staff prepared for this day by cooking the meat and bag-
ging the vegetables the day before. That way everything was ready for lunch on 
Wednesday. Luckily the kitchen staff was all set with extra helpers. They had 
twelve parent volunteers compared to the usual three to five. For Students, 
bring a friend to lunch is a day that they can enjoy with the guest of their 
choice, which can range from parents, to siblings and more. For most, the fa-
vorite part is just talking with your friend and maybe even going to the book 
fair or playing a game at recess. Sometimes your guest can even take you home 
early after lunch! Caroline C. said "I like bring a friend to lunch because you 
get to eat a very yummy lunch with the friend of your choice, bring a friend to 
lunch is the best!” 



By: Amanda W. 

 

This year during Catholic 

Schools Week the third 

through eighth graders were 

able to participate in dodge 

ball for diapers. We had sev-

enteen teams that participat-

ed this year . We raised 

$596. This money was all 

donated to the Bethany 

House. It was a fun experi-

ence for everyone one!   



By: Carly K. 

 

 This year the teachers versus eighth grade volleyball match was very enjoyable way to spend the after-

noon of the last day of Catholic Schools Week. The teachers won the match 3-1 but it was definitely close all 

throughout. Without a doubt the eighth graders and teachers had a lot of fun playing against each other. Overall 

the eighth grade was extremely excited and couldn't wait to play! The teachers enjoyed playing also, Mrs. 

Woerdehoff says, "I enjoy playing because it builds teamwork with my colleagues." Not only that, but her fa-

vorite part is seeing the looks on the eighth graders faces when the teachers score! The eighth grade were pre-

pared by dressing in a uniform of black and pink as well as bringing a lot of excitement to the game. Although 

they lost the eighth graders thought that the game went well, it was important that they played together and had 

fun. When asked on her thoughts about the game, Caroline C. said, "I think as a whole we represented the 

eighth grade very well! We played to our ability and had a ton of fun! 



ECLC NEWS 
By: Brooke N. 

  

 Early Childhood Learning Center (ECLC) 

has had a very exciting year so far! The kids love 

learning new things and doing new activities. Some 

activities in ECLC include centers, which are centers 

spread around the room a group of, painting, reading 

and show 'n' tell. Millie M and Genevive M's favor-

ite part of ECLC are painting pictures and listening 

to Mrs. Fox and Mrs. Baker read them books. They 

are learning about the alphabet and specifically 

learning about the letter 'H'. Another favorite part is 

having their snacks! 

 

 Mrs. Fox said her favorite part about teach-

ing ECLC is seeing the kids expressions when they 

learn new things, but it's hard to get everything done 

in one day with the kids all doing it at the same time. 

Mrs. Fox has an early degree in Early Childhood. 

She used to work at a different school but transferred 

because her own children went here. This will be her 

sixth year here working at JFK. It is clear to see that 

the students and teachers in ECLC are having a blast 

this year!  

Working hard on the letter B Priya K. enjoying the sensory center 

Mrs. Baker enjoys reading stories to the 

ECLC students 



By. Anna N. 

 

 First grade has had a very busy and fun year! 

They have been learning about natural resources in 

science, and where to put commas in sentences in 

grammar. These are both very important to know. 

Having 26 students in Mrs. Youngerman class, and 

25 students in Ms. Eppings class, the teachers say 

that they are great kids for having so many students 

in one class. They love to learn about new things, 

and they are also social and love to be with their 

friends. 

  

 This year 

first grade has tak-

en part in fun and 

educational activi-

ties. Such as, read-

ing chapter books, 

and are doing book 

reports about them.  

Andrew K. and 

Cleary C. say that 

this activity is fun 

to be doing and 

were happy about 

it. Things that the 

first graders enjoy 

are playing sharks 

and mino's in gym, 

singing new and fun 

songs in music, and 

using their artistic 

skills for different projects in art! Also their favorite 

subject to learn during the day is math! One of the 

other things that they do during the day is morning 

work, that is exciting for them too! Another part of 

first grade that Cleary C. and Andrew K. enjoy doing 

is going to mass, they say it is fun! Earlier in the 

year one of amusing activities first grade took part in 

was a Christmas Program. That was very exciting to 

sing their favorite Christmas songs and to perform in 

front of everyone was fun! 

 

  Recently JFK has participated in Catholic 

School's Week and the first grade thought that it was 

entertaining! Some of them even took part in it! 

They sang and danced during the talent show and 

dressed up on dress days, it was awesome! With all 

the snow it cause us to have many snow days. Which 

is awesome for them! On snow days they like to do 

is build snowmen and have snowball fights and it is 

so much fun for them! With the snow it has also 

caused inside recess to occur. They like to play with 

Lego's during that time, but outside recess is more 

fun for them. They like to play soccer and other fun 

games at outside recess! Hopefully it warms up 

soon! 

 

 Throughout 

the year first grade 

has went on some 

awesome and ex-

citing field trips! 

They went to the 

Pumpkin Patch for 

Halloween and 

pick out their own 

pumpkin. Also they 

were lucky enough 

to go to a play: The 

Toy Camp, at St. 

Ambrose Universi-

ty, that was so ex-

citing for them to 

watch for them! 

Both of the field 

trips were so much fun for them to do and they wish 

that they could do it again! 

 

 Next year first grade will be going off to sec-

ond grade. They are excited and can't wait to learn 

more math, and how to write in cursive. If I could 

sum up the year first grade is having it, would be 

extraordinary, I wish I could go back! Have a mar-

velous end of the year first grade! 

FIRST GRADE NEWS 

Ms. Epping serving the ball 

during the 8th grade vs. 

teachers volleyball game 

First grade boys dancing at 

the talent show 



By: Pamela M. 

 

 The fourth 

grade has been busy 

this third quarter! They 

completed their organ 

projects (which were a 

blast to make), learned 

about several things in 

Junior Achievement 

and attended a QC 

Symphony performance.  All of the fourth graders 

love sports and they love to socialize while others 

enjoy reading. Back in class, they learned about 

rocks and minerals. In math, they learned about divi-

sion and in language they were taught about persua-

sive writing.  

 A former JFK student, Thomas D., recently 

visited Mrs. Furlong before winter break. He taught 

the kids many things about Jamaica and how the 

schools are different. He also taught the kids some 

Jamaican slang or as they call it “Jamaican patois”. 

Pretty cool, huh? All of the kids enjoyed having 

Thomas teach them about Jamaica and they were 

thrilled to learn a few Jamai-

can phrases.  

 As you can tell, the 

fourth graders are hard at 

work and enjoy making pro-

jects, whether it’s for science, 

social studies, you name it! 

They all find it fun, being able 

to learn new things every day 

and they look forward to what 

their education opens up for them. As the fourth 

grade continues to work hard, they manage to have 

loads of fun doing it! 

FOURTH GRADE NEWS 

Former JFK student Thomas D. visiting fourth 

graders in December 

Mr. Ryan getting caught up with the fourth grade 

boys during the Dodgeball tournament! 



By: Student Council Members 

 

We had many things going on during the 

month of February. Our dress theme was red, white, 

and pink. Kindergarten through fourth grades partici-

pated in Jump Rope for Heart while fifth through 

eighth grades shot Hoops for Heart, all during PE 

class. For the month of March we had a dress theme 

of green and white 

for St. Patrick's Day. Our service project involved 

students bringing in a dollar for a jeans day on 

March 26th. All of the proceeds will be donated to 

the Ronald McDonald House. New and improved 

merchandise is coming soon to the supply store.  JFK 

Student Council officers and class representative are 

continuing to meet and plan for the remaining theme 

days and service projects. 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

Emily S. being serenaded. 

MWAH! 

By: Abby B. 

 

 For the sixth, seventh, and eighth graders, 

they got to experience something new that you don’t 

see every day. The guidance counselors from all the 

local catholic schools got the inspiring and honest 

performance troupe MWAH! to put on a show for us 

at Assumption High School. The spectacular group 

taught lessons through singing, dancing and acting 

about rejection, acceptance, suicide, bullying, and 

much more by kids and teens that were near the stu-

dents’ age. This beautiful production not only made 

students think in depth about topics that they maybe 

haven’t before, but also encouraged the peers very 

much to strive for happiness and none the less. Over-

all, everyone loved it and didn’t have a single bad 

thing to say.  

Photo courtesy of MWAH! website 



By: Donna D. 

 

 Every year JFK holds a spelling bee and this 

year we had more participants than ever! We had 24 

people participate and two finalists who moved on. 

This year Stephanie G. (6N) was our winner and 

Mathew E. (8K) was the runner up. Stephanie won 

with the words lanai and pontiff. Both of these final-

ists went at least five rounds just by themselves. All 

of the following people made it past the classroom 

round:  

 

3V: Allie A., Keaton T. (McKenzie S., alt) 

3W: Owen S., Brittany N. (Anna S., alt) 

4F: Brandon S., Dylan R. 

4L: Sydney G., Dylan M. (Fiona K., alt) 

5L: Adam B., Rileigh A. (Maggie O., alt) 

5T: Ryan L., Logan S. 

6N: Joey M., Stephanie G. (Bella M., alt) 

6W: Tyler G., Tyler H. (Hunter K., alt) 

7S: Anna N., Kaden A. (Brooke N., alt) 

7W: Gaige A., Jessica R. (Brian W., alt) 

8B: Alex O., Hannah K. (John L., alt) 

8K: Matthew E., Mareena R. (Kayla M., alt) 

 The judges were Mrs. Bauer, Mr. Connors, 

and Mr. Steimle. Our guest judge was Ms. Luster, 

who is the coordinator of the regional spelling bees 

for the Rock Island Dispatch-Argus. There were ten 

very exciting and exhilarating rounds.  According to 

Mrs. Bauer, "It takes a lot of hard work and dedica-

tion on everyone’s parts to put this together. I also 

enjoy the great mix of kids! It's always fun to see 

spelling highlighted in such a way.”  Congratulations 

to Stephanie G. and Matthew E. for their efforts at 

the regional round in Rock Island. 

2014 Spelling Bee Contestants  

2014 Spelling Bee Winners: 

Runner Up - Matthew E. 

First Place - Stephanie G. 



By: Donna D. 

 

 Each year the seventh and eighth graders 

participate in a science fair. This year they started 

on November 22 and ended on February 3. In this 

time, they had to find a topic (step 1), research it 

and form a hypothesis (steps 2 and 3), come up 

with the materials and procedures they plan to fol-

low (step 4), record and analyze the data with 

charts (step 5), state the conclusion (step 6), and 

repeat work (step 7). Each student had to bring a 

tri-fold display with all of the steps on it to school 

with a written report summarizing all of it. All the 

projects need to be measurable, testable, and make 

sure you start early.  

 

Then, on the night of February 3rd they 

were all judged by teachers. The judges were Ms. 

Siefers and Mrs. Bauer (8th grade) and Mrs. 

Whelchel and Ms. Salz (7th grade). Mrs. Kubalsky 

was the supervisor for the whole fair. She was the 

most excited to see all of the different projects that 

the students came up with. A couple of things she 

expects to see on projects are the application of the 

scientific method, inquiry, and data analysis. There 

were six students who moved on to the Assump-

tion round. These students are Donna D. (7th) Pam-

ela M. (7th), Adam L. (7th), Alex K. (8th), Marissa 

S. (8th), and Brian M. (8th). According to Mrs. Ku-

balsky, “It was a huge success.” She got very ex-

cited to see all of the students bringing in their pro-

jects. The one thing that she expects for next year 

is, “Bigger and Better.” Mrs. Kubalsky looks for-

ward to seeing the growth of the seventh graders to 

eighth graders. 

 

There were several projects that were very 

unique. These include Password Security, Chroma-

tography, Speed vs. Accuracy with age, Eye Color 

with Performance, Turtle Food Testing, Rockets, 

Electrolysis, Music and Memory, Bird Calls and 

Cats, and Grass Seed. The number one thing that 

every person doing the science fair should know, 

whether it’s next year or sometime in the future, is 

to, “Be creative, try hard, and HAVE FUN!!” 

SCIENCE FAIR 



By: Abby B. 

 

 With five teams repre-

senting JFK this year, the boys 

basketball players kept very 

busy. Each and every team has 

had a great season with talented 

coaches and players. 

 

 The sixth grade had two 

teams, green and white. The 

green team was made up of 

Zach Wes., Vince T., Ben K., Hunter K., Benjamin 

L., Adam E., and Gavin C. with the help from coach-

es Mr. Lizak and Mr. Kelley. The white team was 

composed of Zach Wem., Brett R., Brode F., Drey-

ton D., Drew D., Joey M., and Tyler G. coached by 

Mr. Gillum, Mr. Wemhoff, and Ms. Flynn.  

 

 For seventh grade there was only one team 

with the coaches of Mr. Arguello and Mr. Overton. 

The green team players were Bryan V., Michael H., 

Curtis O., Joe D., Chris H., Donald J., Kaden A., 

Max O., Isaac S., Adam L., and Zach H. Congratula-

tions to this team who earned runner-up in the tour-

nament! 

 

 The eighth grade teams did a great job with 

their two teams. The green was Xavier S., Marechal 

C., Matthew E., Alex O., Parker B., Alex K., and 

Brian M. with the coach Ms. Harris. The white team 

with the coach of Mr. Stroschein, consists of Nick 

S., Augustine R., Adam S., Peter W., Ben K., Ethan 

E., and Bryan V. (seventh). 

BOYS BASKETBALL 



Making ‘Em Laugh 

By: Gaige A. 
 
 

As I fell to the floor for 

the fifth time I thought 

“Wow what a great mov-

ie”.  Singing in the Rain 

really hit home with me.  I 

felt that a movie like this 

should be shown to all 

classes in music (which is 

where I watched it) not 

just the seventh grade.  It 

made me laugh through 

the whole movie and want 

to rewind several parts.  

At times I wished it would 

never end.  In Singing in 

the Rain you find yourself 

in the era of flashy dress-

ings, good times, and the 

silent movies.  It starts 

with Dan Lockwood 

(Gene Kelly) telling of 

how he and Cosmo Brown 

(Donald O’Connor) be-

came famous and best 

friend.  After the premier 

of Don and Lina Lamont’s 

(Jean Hagen) latest movie 

they go to an after party 

where Don meets Kathy 

Seldon (Debbie Reynolds) 

and instantly falls in love.  

At the party a device to 

record sound is revealed.  

Don and the others don’t 

think it will last; but it 

does.   

 

After a while Don’s studio 

tries to make a movie with 

this device but there is a 

problem.  The preview 

fails and the movie is bad.  

Don comes up with a plan 

to make a musical, but Le-

na can’t sing.  Well I’ve 

already said too much, 

you’ll just have to watch 

the movie to find the twist 

ending. 

 

There are many songs in 

Singing in the Rain which 

all are amazingly sung and 

danced to.  Once of the 

best numbers is Singing in 

the Rain.  In scene 

“Singing in the Rain” Don 

is extremely happy, for he 

just fell in love.  Through 

the scene you see Don 

singing and dancing in the 

rain, not even caring it 

was raining.  My personal 

favorite was the song 

Make Em Laugh.  In this 

scene, Cosmo tries to 

cheer up a depressed Don.  

It is extremely funny and 

show the talent of the ac-

tor Donald O’Connor.  All 

of the characters in Sing-

ing in the Rain are amaz-

ing. 

 

This musical left me want-

ing more and made me 

want to see what happened 

to the characters.  From 

the plot twists to the 

amazing songs I love it all 

and it made me laugh 

through it all.  For these 

reasons I give it five stars! 

Singing in the Rain Reviews 
The following are reviews by seventh grade students in Mrs. Hinchman’s music class.   

Singing in the Rain 

By: Kaitlynn B. and 

Lacey W. 
 
 

Funny, entertaining, 

theatrical and fun.  

All of these describe 

experiences you’ll 

have watching Sign-

ing in the Rain.  

There are romantic 

scenes intertwined 

with the hilarious 

script written by 

Adolf Green and 

Betty Camden, ac-

companied with 

wonderful music by 

Nacio Brown and 

Arthur Freed.  Don 

Lockwood (Gene 

Kelly) and his friend 

Cosmo Brown 

(Donald O’Connor) 

grow up in the 

“music business.  In 

his latest movie, 

Don stars with Lina 

Lamont (Jean Ha-

gen).  But then Don 

meets Kathy Seldon 

(Debbie Reynolds) 

and Lina does not 

like it.   

 

This movie has 

wonderful music 

and lyrics thanks to 

Nacio Brown and 

Arthur Freed.  One 

of this movie most 

famous scene is dur-

ing the song Singing 

in the Rain.  This is 

one of the most fa-

mous scenes to ever 

be in a play or musi-

cal.  This song will 

leave you smiling 

for the rest of the 

movie.  This movie 

was made in 1952, 

so there are not 

many technical ele-

ments, but even 

without all of those 

“special effects” the 

movie is still won-

derful.  This movie 

shows the life of 

being an actor or 

actress in the 

“showbiz”.  There 

may be bumps and 

bruises along the 

way, but it pays off 

in the end. 

 

Funny, theatrical, 

entertaining, and 

fun.  This movie 

certainly lives up to 

all these names and 

certainly lives up to 

it’s four star title. So 

what are you wait-

ing for?  Go and 

watch it, it is amaz-

ing! 



Here are a few pictures from around JFK during 
the third quarter.  If you have any pictures to 
share with the Crusader Chronicle, please for-
ward them to Mrs. Woerdehoff.  We would be 

A special thank you to the following people for submitting photographs for this Crusader 

Chronicle issue: 

Mrs. Obenauf, Mrs. Kubalsky, Mrs. Bauer, Mrs. Woerdehoff, Mrs. Logan 

PHOTO CREDITS 

Seventh graders worked on the Tour 

of the Heartland in science class! 

Even Mrs. Casillas loves Scrubby 

Bear! 
Ally A. a poster winner with BMX 

Trickster Matt Wilhelm 

PICTURES 

AROUND 

JFK 


