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Happy Holidays! 

By: Staff Writers 

  

 Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the staff of the Cru-

sader Chronicle!  This holiday season don’t forget to enjoy yourself, but to 

help others too.  Here are some tips we would like to share with you to 

make the best of your holiday break. 

  

1. Have you been “Elf-ed”? Join the fun with this Christmas version of 

the Halloween “BOO” game. Sometimes called "You've Been Jingled", 

"You've Been Elf-ed!" is easy to play. Before Christmas, one neighbor 

starts the game, secretly leaving a basket of treats together with an Elf 

sign and Elf poem explaining how to play the game. Ring the doorbell 

and run! It's the best part of “You've Been Elf-ed”! 

2. Enjoy something sweet?  Make some Christmas goodies with your fam-

ily.  A fun and easy way to make some goodies for your neighbor or a 

family member.  Sometimes, all it takes is to have some pretzels and 

dip them into some warmed up chocolate chips!  Find easy to do reci-

pes at the following websites: www.kraft.com / www.parenting.com / 

www.bettycrocker.com 

3. De-clutter time!  Santa is almost here and so comes all the new toys 

and goodies he brings.  What to do with those old toys that might not 

get played with very much or those clothes you haven’t worn in quite a 

while?  Why not donate them to a local charity or resale store?  There 

are plenty in the Quad-Cities who are in need of these items.   

 Those are just a few suggestions from our family to yours.  We wish 

you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  We will see you all in 

2014!! 

     The Crusader Chronicle Staff 
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Five Stars for Crusader Theater 

By: Alex O. and Chronicle Staff 

 

 Crusader Theater is a yearly tradition here at JFK. Each year, the 

eighth grade class stands on stage to showcase a performance that is 

very enjoyable for viewers of all ages. It is also a tradition here at JFK 

that the seventh grade puts on a pre-show to accompany the year's play. 

This year the play was titled Wrangler Ranch.  

 

 Wrangler Ranch was written by Tim Kelly. The play follows the events at Wrangler Ranch, a high 

school with an old western theme (as you can learn from the memorable character Dusty [Ben K.] a 

teacher at the school), after a new student by the name of Alexander (Ethan E.) joins the school. Alexan-

der's grandmother, Mrs. Fitzhugh (Hannah K.) is one of the wealthiest women in the country had recently 

found her grandson after hiring Nick (Alex O.) a shady private investigator, and just enrolled him in Wran-

gler Ranch with the help of her assistant, Ms. Witney (Erika M.).  When they arrive at Wrangler Ranch Alex-

ander runs off and meets fellow student, Peggy (Mareena R.), while Mrs. Fitzugh, Ms. Witney, and Nick 

meet the acting dean, Ms. Clark (Teagan T.), and her secretary, Ms. Plympton (Hannah H.). We then meet 

Mrs. Fitzugh's niece and nephew, Brenda (Bridget P.) and Chester (Peter W.), and three other faculty 

members, Dusty, Chuck (Marechal C.), and Constance (Madi H.).While this is happening, Alexander gets 

acquainted with some of the other students. Duke (Adam S.), Sam (Augustine R.), Bunny (Megan O.), and 

Chad (Parker B.) tells Alexander about the upcoming rodeo and that Duke will hopefully bring back the 

trophy.  

 

 Later in the story we meet Wanda (Lindsay S.) and Fuzzy (Nick S.), students at Wrangler Ranch's 

biggest rival, Benson School. We also meet Lola (Hannah K.), Esther (Caroline C.), Kenny (Matthew E), 

Chiffon (Kayla M), Jimmy (Kevin K.), and Officer Nichols (Mark R.), otherwise known as the “Pizza Shack 

Gang”, a group of Alexander's friends (other than Jimmy, the crook) at the Pizza Shack, where Alexander 

used to work. As the plot comes into play we meet Nick's friend Molly (Chloe H.) an overdressed woman 

that helps Nick with his "schemes." 

 

 The play was a big success and all the participating students had a great time helping create the 

performance. The eighth and seventh graders would like to extend thanks to the off-stage crew. (Alex K., 

John L., Brian M., Marissa S., Xavier S., Nikolas S., Alexis W., and any seventh grade volunteers) who 

worked lights, sound, and set to make sure the show was great. 

 

 This year the seventh grade pre show featured songs from the play, which was originally a musical. 

It especially helped in linking the songs to the characters and the events occurring in the play. The pre 

show featured a country themed dance routine and songs about cowboys and the old west. Some of the 

songs were They Went That A-Way, Lonesome Ol’ Cowhand, and Wrangler Ranch. The pre-show set the 

stage for the play perfectly. 

 

 The play was a five star performance and was impeccable in every area that can be critiqued. The 

acting was amazing and the costumes were perfect for the characters. The other aspects of the play were 

also flawless making it an amazing performance no matter how you slice it. 

 

 Crusader Theater is a yearly tradition and Mrs. Hinchman along with Ms. Siefers makes the pro-

duction a must-see every year. The execution of the seventh and eighth grade performances were great 

and made this year’s rendition of the tradition truly memorable. So next time Crusader Theater rolls into 

town, make sure to take a look, you might be surprised with what you see.  

Copyright: Pioneer Drama 



Wrangler Ranch 

7th Grade  

Pre-show 





Knowledgeable Kindergarten 

By: Pamela M. 

The kindergarteners have had a fun, but 

busy, second quarter. They are starting to get 

used to the new math series and are now learning 

about the alphabet and their sounds. They took a 

field trip to St. Ambrose to watch a play, Toy Camp. The play Toy Camp was about broken toys that were 

sent to a camp to be fixed and then sent out to the children. As Mrs. Motto says, “Everyone loved the play. 

It was a cute musical for all ages.”  

 

 Both new kindergarten classes are very 

smart and are making good progress so far this 

year. They are learning about addition and syllables 

along with rhyming words and new prayers. Mrs. 

Winegar told me that her class is fantastic! They are 

excellent readers and for those who can’t read just 

yet are working on their letters and sounds. Mrs. 

Motto’s class is very smart and is fun to joke around 

with. “They don’t realize how much they are learning 

because they are 

having so much fun.” says Mrs. Motto. Good luck to the kindergarteners 

as they approach the following quarter. 

Kindergartners enjoy having the Davenport  

Fire Department bring the fire engine to school  

in October. 



The Thankful Third Grade 

By: Brooke N. 

 

The third grade has had an exciting year so far! They have been on two field trips:  riding the Cele-

bration Bell and visiting St. Ambrose University.  The Celebration Belle is a cruise ship that goes up and 

down the Mississippi with park rangers giving information about how the river used to be and how it is 

today.  At St. Ambrose, they watched, along with JFK first and third grades, the play “Toy Camp”.  

 

The third graders have been learning more multiplication 

with commutative, distributive, and associative properties in math. 

In science, they are learning about life science which includes car-

nivores, omnivores, and herbivores. Then there are predators and prey all in the food chain. The students 

even made their own food chains. Some of the students say their favorite subjects are math and social 

studies. In social studies, they are learning about the regions of the United States and the resources that 

it provides.   

 

Christmas is just around the corner and everybody is getting their service projects prepared and 

done. For the third graders, the service project this month is collecting money for an organization called 

"Humility of Mary Housing", which provides shelter to families who have no housing this holiday season.  

Many of the third graders have been enjoying third grade. McKenzie S. says her favorite part of 

third grade is “learning more.” She also said she likes the teachers be-

cause “They are really nice and helpful.” Summing up third grade:  “It's 

super fun!” 



The Spontaneous Sixth Grade 

By: Carly K. 

 Sixth grade is a very busy year here at JFK. Students keep busy with new subjects, projects, catho-

lic league sports, and much more. The second quarter has been chocked full of many fun activities such 

as group work. Mrs. Woerdehoff says that experimenting with small groups helps students work together 

and really express their creativity! Working in these small groups helps the students to fully understand 

the materials they are learning about, which can be especially hard with such a large class size. 

 There are many fun subjects that sixth grade is working on this quarter such as social studies, 

math, science, literature, language, and religion. Students and teachers are very busy in all of these 

classes. Mrs. Woerdehoff teaches social studies where they are learning about ancient civilizations such 

as ancient China and ancient Egypt. Mrs. Nelson teaches literature, language, and religion. In literature 

students read, write, and talk about nonfiction writing. language is mainly dedicated to creative writing 

and poetry including stories titled, “Turkey in Disguise”. Religion class helps sixth graders learn about the 

Old Testament and the stories that make it up. In math with Ms. Salz, they are learning how to multiply 

and divide fractions along with ratios, and in science with Mrs. Kubalsky, they are learning all about geol-

ogy. 

 Although sixth grade did not go on any field trips this quarter, they did go to Ridgecrest last quarter 

and they will be going to Assumption and Vocations Day in the third quarter. However, field trips aren't the 

only special thing going on in sixth grade. Starting just recently, Mrs. Nelson created the opportunity for 

sixth graders to join an after school book club. Their first novel is “Wayside School Gets a Little Stranger”. 

They are also doing Reader's Theater. Many other exciting events also went on this quarter. There was the 

Pumpkin Run, Girl's Basketball, All Saints Parade and many other things. Two students, Simone W. and 

Alyssa M., represented 6th grade in the All Saints Parade where they dressed as two different saints and 

paraded through the Church. 

 As you can see the second quarter, and sixth grade in general, is very busy. Students have many 

subjects packed full of countless topics that they are learning about in the second quarter of the year. 

Student Gabby B. seems to favor language 

and literature class, while Kyle C. favors 

social studies and of course, lunch! Also 

when asked, Mrs. Woerdehoff and Mrs. 

Nelson both love to teach all of their 

classes. Sixth grade is a very fun and excit-

ing year and as Kyle C. says, "I like JFK, it's 

a great place to learn!'' 
The entire sixth grade class enjoying a awesome game of 

eclipse ball in the gym! 



The Drive to Donate 

By: Anna N. 

 

 Earlier this quarter, JFK participated in the Hun-

ger Drive as a service project for student council. For 

those of you who don't know, our hunger drive can pro-

ceeds go to Assumption, who participates in the High 

School Student Hunger Drive Competition. From then on 

they go to River Bend Food Bank, who gives the canned 

food to hungry people in the area. The cans meet the needs of people who can't afford the luxury of food.  

Mrs. Schott shared, “it was amazing that the kids kept bringing in cans to help such a great need.”  

Mr. Ryan said, "It was a good time, it reminded me of when I was in high school. This time around I was 

excited to help out on the other end. How the Hunger Drive affects JFK is the camaraderie between the 

teachers helping hand in hand with the students. The Hunger Drive is such a great service project that 

JFK participates in, and I am proud to say that I go to a school that helps out with other people.” 

Eighth graders helped to load up the  

Assumption Band trailer full of JFK’s donations. 



Pumpkin Run 

By: Abby B. 

Pictures by: Julia K. and Amanda W. 

  The Pumpkin Run:  the first activity based event of 

the school year at JFK where everyone’s invited! A time to 

gather with friends and go through the spooky haunted 

house, get your face painted or eat delicious food. Whatever 

happens, kids of all ages are bound to have a blast! 

 This year was nothing less than amazing. As all the 

runners were speedy yet determined to finish, the games 

were fun, and the food was excellent. Putting on the 

Pumpkin Run isn’t all that easy. It requires many volun-

teers and hard-working individuals for everything to go 

smoothly. It was difficult enough to work the drink station; 

imagining what it must have been like to run the entire 

course was unthinkable. 

 Other than the actual run, many people look for-

ward to the haunted house every year. In 2013, it did not 

disappoint us. From the moment you walked in, to the sec-

ond that you stepped out, there were vampires and prisoners 

and witches coming after you the entire time. At different mo-

ments it would also become pitch-black dark and you wouldn’t 

be able to see anything or where you were going. Overall, this 

was on of the favorite activi-

ties of the night for all who at-

tended.  

 From watching the run-

ners go, to enduring the 

haunted house, to even hanging 

around friends, it was a likeable 

and enjoyable experience for all that came. And if you didn’t come this 

year, then we hope to see you at next year’s Pumpkin Run. 

Kimberly W. and Sydney with their  beautiful art 

projects. 

Ethan J., Emma A., Wiley G., and Brett H. are anxious 

to go into the haunted house. 

Jackson C. is excited to decorate 

this Halloween cookie. 

Hannah R. painting Fiona’s face, starting with 

a blue mustache! 



By: Donna D. 

 

 The Parade of Saints happens every year, but this year was one of our best. Each homeroom 

chose one student to represent them. Then, he/she dressed up like the saint that their class chose and 

paraded through the church. 

 

 This year Teagan T. and Xavier S. introduced who each saint was and the student portraying the 

saint as they processed up to the front of the church. Our participants this year were: 

Alyssa M. as St. Margaret       

Simone W. as St. Ann 

Scotty C. as St. Michael the Archangel 

Cole G. as St. Francis of Assisi 

Elliot S. as St. Ambrose 

Ayden S. as St. George 

Ella M. as St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

Trento N. as St. Gabriel the Archangel 

Allie A. and Michael M. as Blessed Imelda 

  Alex M. as St. Vincent de Paul 

  Nadia P. as St. Albert the Great 

  Sydney G. as St. Thomas Aquinas 

  James W. as St. Christopher 

  Molly D. as St. Vitus 

  Jack S. as St. John of Capistrano 

  Rebecca D. as St. Elizabeth of Hungary 

  Matt E. as St. John of the Cross 

  Brian M. as St. Wolfgang of Regensburg 

 

These were our saints of 2013. Thank you to all of the teachers that helped out this year for the All 

Saints Day Parade! There were many of them that helped with practices and the organization of the pa-

rade. There were also some that helped with this Crusader Chronicle article. This year’s parade was very 

enjoyable and very educational. 

Parade of Saints 

Pictures from this event are on the next page 



Pictured to the left: Alyssa M. and Simone 

W. waiting to walk down the isle! 

Pictured to the right: Getting ready to go! 



By: Alex O. and Donna D. 

 Mock trial is a popular extracurricular activity at JFK. The many students who compete in Mock 

Trial learn about the procedures of a trial and values of public speaking. All of our sixth grade students 

were new to mock trial this year. We also had four new students on our seventh grade team, but all of the 

eighth graders were returning for their final year to compete in Junior High Mock Trial. This year's case 

involved Allyn Funt, who was charged with involuntary manslaughter. Funt was charged because a woman 

had died in one of Allyn's stunts involving a fake elevator. 

 This year we had thirteen sixth graders join mock trial. All of them 

stated that it was a fun and thrilling experience. Although they didn't move on 

from regionals, they did an outstanding job.  It was impressive to see the 

sixth graders being able to memorize such large parts, due to the fact that it 

was their first year in mock trial. They did an exceptional job this year and 

good luck to those who participate next year. 

 This year we had four new students in seventh grade participate in 

mock trial, and six returning students. Altogether there were ten students. 

Last year they didn't move on to state, but this year was completely different. Our seventh grade team 

was lucky enough to have the opportunity to go to the state round. They ended up taking seventh in the 

state!! Brooke N. is one of our new students this year and she quotes," It was not only fun, but very educa-

tional." 

 This year our entire eighth grade team had participated in mock trial before. The previous year, as 

seventh graders, they moved on to state. However mock trial is a bit like luck of the draw and they were 

unlucky this year as they were not able to proceed to the state competition. This was their last year to 

compete at the junior high level of mock trial and when asked, most of them said that they would con-

tinue to do it in high school. Good luck to all of those who will participate in high school. 

 For the past several years mock trial has been coached by Mrs. Grubbs. She is also sometimes 

assisted by her daughter, Olivia, and her son, Jared. Unfortunately, next year is her last year. She has 

been very proud of all the students who have participated in mock trial, whether it was this year or previ-

ous years. Mrs. Grubbs has worked very hard with all of the mock trial teams. When there were days off of 

school, the mock trial students were in the library practicing for state. Some-

times it was all day and sometimes it was only half . Either way they worked 

hard and finished off this year with a bang!! 

JFK’s Mock Trial Teams 



By:  Caroline C., Hannah Ke., Erika M., Ben K., and 

Megan O.  

 

This past month we had a lot of toys come 

in for Toys for Tots. Our school, as a whole, filled 

three boxes with great toys, from toy cars to Barbie 

dolls. In addition, we received around $200 in cash 

donations. These donations have enabled the Toys 

for Tots program to provide the nation’s children in 

need with, Christmas gifts. We even earned the 

Commanders Award for collecting so many toys! 

 

 A few days later, the entire school dressed 

as their favorite character from a book or a movie. 

Some characters that walked the halls were super-

heroes, princesses, sports characters, animals, or 

people from the Hunger Games, even Indiana Jones and a cow! 

 

Before all of this, we had a supply store, which was very successful. It earned our school a lot of 

money. For the month of December each grade had an Advent service project. For example, the eighth 

graders are doing Jason’s Box.  We had two dress days this month. On December 18, it was ugly sweater 

and tie day. Students were allowed to wear any ugly sweater and/or tie that they own. Our second jeans 

day was on December 20. It was red, green, and white day. Everyone looked very festive in their Christ-

mas attire. Also, the band members had a jeans day on the December 9th for their recent concert. 

 

This month of December we had a very fun activity. It was the very first door decorating contest 

JFK has ever had! Each homeroom decorated the front of their door with a Christmas theme. Decorating 

took place the 9th-13th. This allowed the judging to take place the 16th and 17th. The judges were the spe-

cials teachers. Finally the winner was announced the 18th. There was one winner from the lower grades 

and one winner from the upper grades.   If you want to know who won, this issue was sent to be printed 

before it was released, look for the winning doors to be included in the third quarter issue.  These home-

rooms received a pizza party on the 20th. As you can see, the months of November and December were 

very exciting for our JFK student body. We hope that the upcoming months will be just as exciting. 

News from Student Council 

JFK students with toys for Toys for Tots from our 

large donation boxes! 



JFK Girls Basketball 

By: Abby B. and Olivia B. 

 

 This year at JFK, our two basketball teams did very well in their 

seasons. JFK had only sixth and seventh grade teams playing in the 

Catholic league.  The sixth grade team consisted of: Abbey K., Gabby B., 

Simone W., Grace J., Gracie J., Stephanie G., Kealan S., and Jessica S. 

Their coaches this year were Mr. Klostermann and Mr. Bojorquez.  The 

sixth grade did great and went on to have a 6-4 season. Way to go sixth 

grade!  Unfortunately they lost a heartbreaker in the first round of the tournament which put an end to 

their season.   

 

 The seventh grade team consisted of:  Olivia B., Abby B., 

Carly K., Brooke N., Anna N., Hailie S., Hannah R., Julia K., Abby 

Mc., Donna D., and Lacey W. Their coaches were Mr. Nelson, Mr. 

Nagle, and Mr. Bastian.  The seventh grade also did great and 

had a 5-5 season. Nice job seventh grade!  During the tourna-

ment they went on to the second round where they fought a good 

game; however, they lost in this round.   

 

 During both seasons, each team played ten games and went onto to the tournament. In 

each game there were many ups and downs, but many of them ended in a success. All the players 

worked hard and had a lot of fun!  It was nice to have such great teams represent JFK this year on the 

basketball court. 



Grace Jo. made the shot! 

Who to give the shot to??? Go team!! 

Go Simone W.!! 

2013 

6th 

Grade 

Girls 

Basketball Team 

Back: Kealan S., Gabby 

B., Stephanie G., Grace 

Jo., & Jessica S. 

 

Front: Simone W., Abbey 

K., & Gracie Je. 



2013 

7th 

Grade 

Girls 

Basketball Team 

Back: Olivia B., Abby Mc., 

Brooke N,. Anna N., 

Lacey W., & Abby B. 

 

Front: Hailie S., Carly K., 

Hannah R., & Donna D. 

Carly K. tips the ball to her teammates! Abby B. waits for 

the ball. 

Team huddle with the coaches to plot their 

next move. 
Anna N. shoots, does she make it into the bas-

ket? 



3rd & 4th  

Grade  

Christmas 

 Show 



Hannah H.  and Lindsay S. graphing y-intercepts in 

the hallway with tape! 
Mrs. Kubalsky and Mr. Connors  showing their  

excitement for another day at JFK! 

Minnie Mouse (Mrs. Schott) and Harry Potter  

(Ms. Siefers) putting toys in the Toys for Tots 

boxes! 

What doesn’t Mrs. Gooder do at JFK?   

Helping to inspect the sprinklers in the gym.   

(Don’t you know she is afraid of heights?) 


