
 

 

Civic Oration National Champion! 

By: Staff Writer 
 During each school year, students in fifth through eighth 
grade participate in “Civic Oration”.  This is when students work hard 
on creating a speech based on a topic chosen by Modern Woodmen 
of America.   Each student spends months researching information, 
writing rough and final drafts, and practicing their speeches.  Stu-
dents go through several rounds of speeches at the school level to 
move onto regional and possibly national rounds. 
  
 In the 2012-2013 school year, Joy R. competed and won a 
chance at the regional competition for Civic Oration while in eighth 
grade.  After she placed in this competition, she had to videotape her 
speech for the national round.  Joy R. spent many hours perfecting 

her speech and submitted her video.  Several weeks 
passed before she found out she had won the national 
round!   
 
 On October  8, 2013 Joy R. was presented with a 
medal and a plaque to honor her achievement.  Students 
in grades fourth through eighth grade were able to share 
this joyous occasion .  Students were able to see what 
their hard work with Civic Oration can be turned into.  
Students were also shown Joy’s award winning speech 
on Oprah Winfrey.  We at JFK would like to extend our 
sincere congratulations to Joy R. for her great achieve-
ment! 
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Mr. Connors 
By: Donna D. and Brooke N. 
 Mr. Connors is the new band director here at JFK. He started off at St. Paul's 
school, then attended Assumption, and graduated from Wartburg Collegein Wav-
erly, Iowa.  His favorite food is bruschetta and he said his favorite band is our own 
John F. Kennedy band. He enjoys football and playing the tuba. He has always 
known that he wanted to become a teacher even when he was five years old. He de-
cided to teach here because his family is close and he had heard that JFK is a good 
school. Whenever he has free time, he enjoys fishing, wood working, sports, music, 
and taking care of his puppy. He has worked at many different jobs, but this is his 
first actual teaching career. The first quarter is already over and we hope he is wel-
comed at JFK. 

Mrs. Kubalsky 
By: Adina D.  

Mrs. Kubalsky is the new science teacher at JFK.  She was born in An-
keny, Iowa and went to school there for kindergarten through twelfth grade.  
While growing up her church was Our Lady of Immaculate Heart. She de-
cided she was interested in science in second grade; she wanted to be a 
teacher to share her passion for science. She earned two degrees; one in ge-
ology from Iowa State University and one in education from University of 
Northern Iowa. She has been teaching for three years, two and a half at As-
sumption High School and for a half of a year at San Skriti School while she 
lived in India.  Mrs. Kubalsky has a husband named Carl and a three year old 
daughter named Priya. At JFK she enjoys the students, parents and other teachers. Mrs. Kubalsky's hobbies 
are reading, hanging outside, and traveling.  She wanted to work at JFK because the school has a good repu-
tation. She likes that the upper grade students are full of energy and are very excited to learn new things. 
We are so happy that she is our new science teacher, and hope that she has  a great first year here at JFK! 

Ms. Moxley 

By: Donna D. 
 Miss Moxley is one of our many new teachers at JFK. She is a preschool 
teacher in the afternoon with a degree from Western Illinois University. After tak-
ing some college classes about four years ago, she decided that she wanted to 
work with children. She works with Mrs. Jordan in the lower level of the school. 
Miss Moxley enjoys working with her new staff and likes to work with all of the 
children. She quotes, "It feels like being home." Miss Moxley uses a lot of hands- 
on activities for her kids. She has noticed impressive growth from her children. 
She likes going to work every day because of the kids. We hope she enjoys her 
first year here at JFK! 



 

 

Welcoming Ms. Willows back to JFK 
By: Amanda W. 
 We have a new staff member at JFK Brittany Willows! She will be working 
with the preschool and ECLC students. Ms. Willows went to JFK and Assumption, 
and is majoring in education at St. Ambrose University. Some of her hobbies are 
shopping, golfing, and cooking. (She loves to find new recipes and try them out.) Her 
mom, Mrs. Willows, told her about a new job opening at JFK, and since she went to 
school here, she wanted to give back. While attending JFK was a staff member for 
the Crusader Chronicle. She also mentioned that she remembers a lot of the teachers 
that she had who still work here. Ms. Willows likes to live by the saying, Live, Laugh, 
and Love; meaning that she wants to cherish every moment and live life to the full-

est. We are looking forward to having her work at our school this year! 

Meet Mrs. Henning 
By: Carly K.  

As the first quarter comes to a close, we would like to recognize our 
new staff at JFK. Working as the office assistant is Mrs. Henning. Her position 
here includes working with teacher files, scheduling gym times while Mrs. 
Tilkens was on maternity leave, and much more. She works in the front office 
with Mrs. Carlin and Mr. Steimle. Mrs. Henning loves to work at the school 
and enjoys getting to know everyone in the community. She previously 
worked in the office at her children's old school and really liked being around; 
this job was a perfect fit for her! 

Mr. Sweeney 

By Abby M. 
              You may have seen Mr. Sweeney around our school, maybe fixing or clean-
ing something. For those who don't know who Mr. Sweeney is, he is our new day-
time custodian! He says, "My favorite part of working at JFK is that I get to work 
independently and I'm off at a 2:30 p.m. which allows more time for my family. I 
didn't get that for 10 years when I was a photographer." His job for 25 years be-
fore working at JFK: a photographer!  
           Mr. Sweeney decided to become a custodian because he "likes working with 
his hands and fixing things." Mr. Sweeney really enjoys working at JFK so far!  
            Have you ever noticed that the school is almost spotless when you come to 
school in the morning? This is all thanks to Mr. Sweeney! A daily routine for this 
'joyful face' starts off by being at school by 6:00 a.m., and in the winter, he has to 

be at school even earlier! Then, he must put the cones up in the parking lot, dust mop the gym, take the 
chairs down in the cafeteria, and clean the upstairs girls and boys bathroom if needed. During the school 
day, he gets to clean or fix anything that needs to be fixed and empty the trash cans before each lunch.  
            He says, "A rewarding aspect of my job would be that I'm always accomplishing something and the 
appreciation of the teachers and students is great!" So, let's all wish Mr. Sweeney, one of the many new staff 
members at JFK, a great school year and many to come!  



 

 

Changes at JFK 
By: Anna N. and Donna D. 
 
 Everyone knows Mrs. Baker and Ms. Turnquist right? They are both fun, 
happy, and love to work with children. Both Mrs. Baker and Ms. Turnquist 
switched jobs. Mrs. Baker switched from preschool to ECLC and Ms. Turnquist 
switched from ECLC to preschool. 
 For Mrs. Baker, the switch made her want to learn how the ECLC program 
is different from preschool.  What she does for ECLC is help with classroom rou-

tines and small centers.  From the expressions on the 
faces of the students, small centers are the best part 
of the ECLC, so Mrs. Baker must be doing something 
right.  She loves coming to work every day; she says 
it's her favorite job. Mrs. Baker loves how all the children 
are eager to learn, always happy, and how they are excited 
about everything. 
  Ms. Turnquist enjoys coming to work every day because no two days are 
alike. Each day is a new adventure and all of the children make her smile. Ms. 
Turnquist enjoys the switch because she likes being around different children 
while still learning the same thing while constantly moving.  She likes working 
one-on-one with the students and in large groups.  They sing songs, do dances, 
and learn name writing and the letters of the alphabet.  Ms. Turnquist works with 
Mrs. Zeimet to put together lessons, snacks, and take-home folders. Let's hope 
Mrs. Baker and Ms. Turnquist have a great year and keep working with us! 

Computers Galore and More! 

By: Abby B. 
 
 This year at JFK, there are not just numerous new students 
and teachers, but also multiple upgrades in technology. Our 
school was lucky enough to have a newly installed server, forty 
new iPads for pre-school along with a new white board lesson 
software. All of the old computers were replaced with new ones, 
the library software was upgraded, and sixty new computers were 
placed rapidly throughout the seventh and eighth grade class-
rooms. The school purchased all of this with the help of the 
school’s budget, funding from the Davenport schools, and a grant 
from the Scott County Regional Authority. The technology has 
assisted the teachers tremendously as it has helped them display 
class  notes more easily and helps the students conduct their re-
search just a little more clearly. While we’re still awaiting the im-
provement of the router (a small device that joins multiple networks 
together.) With all the new upgrades, what more could possibly be replaced? We are so fortunate to answer: 
not much! 

Some of the new computers which 
were purchased this summer. 

Mrs. Baker 

Ms. Turnquist 



 

 

Student Council 
By: Alex O. 
 The elections are long gone and the first 
meeting is now done. Student Council works 
behind the scenes to make sure student activi-
ties run smoothly. For example, there would be 
no water at Field Day without Student Council. 
It’s time for you to know about the direction the 
council is heading. 

Erika M. is president and is responsible 
for leading the meetings. Donna D. is vice presi-
dent and is responsible for picking the supplies 
for the supply store. Bridget P.  is secretary and 
is responsible for getting the information out to 
the student body. Caroline C. is treasurer and is 
responsible for tallying votes on theme days and service projects. Caroline is also responsible for running the 
register at Supply Store. 

At council meetings, ideas are tossed around for theme days and service projects. Then they are 
voted on by homeroom representatives and officers.  After that, the officers take the ideas to Mr. Steimle 
for approval. Lastly, the secretary sends a note out to announce to the student body what the choices are. 

During an interview with Chronicle staff, Erika talked about what direction she wants to take this 
school year. She says she wants to make it a fun year with theme days and service projects. She also wants 
to allow the students to have a say. The president has a great view for the school year because she is willing 
to listen to the student body. 

The fun year has just begun and we're holding to see where it takes us.  To the four student council 
officers the Chronicle would like to wish you all good luck. 

Magazine Sale 
By: Brooke N. 
 One of the best parts of the beginning of the year is the maga-
zine sale. The magazine sale isn’t only fun, but it helps us raise money 

for the athletic club to get PE 
equipment. One big change to 
the magazine sale is there 
were no more Weeples, but 
they are replaced by cool new 
monkeys! New prizes also in-
clude flying monkeys, a jumbo 
gumball pen, and a monkey hat.  
  
 A big part to the magazine sale is Mrs. Wendl. Mrs. Wendl 
helps organize prizes, hands them out, tallies the orders on turn in 
days, and brings the donuts and Ozzie for the classes. She has been 
volunteering for four years! Her favorite part of doing the magazine 

sale is handing out prizes because “it’s fun to see the kids get excited.” 
The magazine sale was defiantly a great way to start off this year. 

Lucky 8B got to have Ozzie, 
who brought them doughnuts! 

The monkeys were a huge 
hit at the Magazine Sale. 

JFK’s 2013-2014 Student Council Officers 
Donna D. (VP), Bridget P. (Sec.), Erika M. (Pres.), and 

Caroline C. (Tres.) 



 

 

Wow!  It’s Hot in Here! 

By: Carly K. 
 
 Looking back at the first quarter of the school year, one thing that surely 
stands out is the long weeks of extreme heat.  During these days there were a 
total of seven two- hour early dismissals and high temperatures were consis-
tently in the mid to upper nineties and even up into the hundreds.  The lack of 
air movement and humidity made the classrooms feel even hotter and ex-
tremely uncomfortable at all times.  With these conditions it seemed inevitable, 
the only choice was to let students out of school, and the heat earlier than nor-
mal.  In the end it was almost pointless to stay in class with these conditions, when students and teachers 
alike could not focused or stay on task. 

 
 Although early -outs were extremely helpful for keeping students out of 
the heat, the remaining hours spent at school were still very miserably hot.  
Luckily many teachers went to great measures to make sure students were safe 
and somewhat relieved of the heat during the shortened school days.  A heat 
relief schedule was even produced by Mr. Steimle to get kids into air condi-
tioned classrooms for a couple periods of the day.  But teachers didn’t stop at 
this; many teachers have purchased fans, handed out ice water, and even 
passed out popsicles to their students.  With all of these helpful precautions set 
in place, many could agree that it helped class become slightly more bearable 
in the sweltering heat. 

 
 Early dismissals were very beneficial to students and staff, but they definitely had 
setbacks.  It was almost impossible to get work finished when some class periods were 
limited to only twice a week.  Even when class was scheduled students could be found 
constantly getting drink breaks.  The constant unpleasant circumstances kept everyone 
off- task and daydreaming about when the day would finally be over.  With the tempera-
tures dropping tremendously, it's hard to believe that just a few weeks ago we were suf-
fering from severe heat. 



 

 

Celebration Belle 

 The following are personal narratives written by students in Miss Wahlig’s class about 
their field trip on the Celebration Belle.    

 I have never been on a riverboat before. 
When I got on the boat I walked around. I never 
saw a gift shop on a boat before. I went to the 
back of the boat and saw a paddle wheel. It was 
going around and around. The ranger came and 
talked about the Mississippi River and the history 
about it too. It was fun on the Celebration Belle. 
 
By: Alex  3W 

The Celebration Belle was the best field 
trip ever! When 3rd grade got there, I climbed up 
to top deck. Then Issy, Sophia, and I looked 
around. While I was looking, my friends and I 
went to look at the paddle wheel. I loved that 
part. Before we came to the locks and dams, the 
boat turned around. I was downstairs, to floor 
one. There, a ranger told us about the river boat, 
what people do on the boat. I had lots of fun on 
the Celebration Bell!  
 

By: Anna S. 

 I had never been on a 
river boat. When I got there I 
climbed the stairs. I climbed to 
the top.  I saw a seagull. I saw a 
red paddle on the deck. I saw it 
spin very slowly. I went in a 
room where a ranger was. She 
talked to us about the Missis-
sippi River. The field trip was 
awesome. 
 
By: Ava  

I loved the celebration Bella. It was 
fun. When I arrived I climbed to the 
top deck. When i got up I sat at the 
table. My mom was there too. I 
waited while awhile and then I 
passed the I 74 bridge. When we turn 
around I went to the bottom deck. I 
learned a lot about the Mississippi. 
That is why the celebration Bella is 
fun. 
 
By Griffin 3W 

 I loved the Celebration Belle. I love the 
river. When I got there I got on the top deck. I saw 
the pretty river from the top deck. In the middle 
of the trip I saw the green bridge. I got to see the 
paddle wheel spin around. When it was the end 
of the ride I went downstairs to learn about the 
Mississippi River. I got to be a helper. I ran back 
and forth. I had fun on the Celebration Belle.  
 
By: Isabella 3W 



 

 

All About Volleyball 

By: Julia Kopp 
 
 Let’s start out with what is volley ball? I mean how you can be interested in 
something that you don’t even know what it is. Well, volleyball is a sport using a net 
and six players on each team at the least but this is the amount of players on the court 
at a time. Next you need a ball; it is what is hit over but you can only hit it three times 
per team to get the ball over the net. The amount of points to win is 21 but you have 
to win by two points so really it can go as high as needed. 

 
Now for the rules 6 players on court per team, 3 touches on the ball per team, the same player cannot 

hit the ball twice in a row, the ball is in bounds if it hits the line (the white line in our gym), and for sixth grade 
you must hit behind the gray skinny line in our gym but for seventh and eighth you must serve behind the 
black line in our gym. Those are the basic rules. 
 

Now is the history. Not of things like the Incas, or Egyptians, or even America, it’s the history of vol-
leyball. Volleyball started in 1895 as mix of basketball, baseball, tennis, and hand ball. It was invented by Wil-
liam G. Morgan, a YMCA instructor. In 1896 the first official volleyball game was played. Today volleyball is 
played in 211 countries around the world. 
 

“Who plays volleyball?” you might ask, well at the Davenport Catholic Schools 
only girls, grade 6-8. For those boys who wanted to play volleyball you just missed it be-
cause last year boys were allowed to play but now there is no one from other schools that 
wanted to play. But hey that’s means you are undefeated! “What other schools play?” is 
another good question. Well there is St, Joes, St.Pauls, All Saints, Lourdes, and of course 
JFK. ”Where do the girls in volleyball play their games?” well there is an answer for that 
too. The girls play at all of the schools that play volleyball and the tournament is at Assumption High School 
at the end of the season.  At JFK we had five teams for grades sixth-eighth grade and this year the sixth 
grade white team took second place in the tournament. 
 

The most popular question is when the season is so I can sign up! Well the season is now over be-
cause it goes from beginning of September to the middle of October. So whether it is your favorite sport or 
if you just want to try something new you should play this sport. 



 

 

Sixth Grade White Team 
Coaches: Miss Yackley & Mr. Yackley 

Front Row: Camile T., Rachel G., Haley S. 
Back Row: Alyssa M., Stephanie G., Grace J., 

Ayana E. 

Sixth Grade Green Team 
Coach: Mr. Morris 

Front Row:  Makenzie C., Jessica S., 
Madalyn W., Kealan S. 

Back Row: Simone W., Bella M., Julia C., 
Maliya S., Alyssa F. 

Ayana E. setting the ball in 
motion. 

Sixth grade green team showing off their awesome 
volleyball skills. 



 

 

Seventh Grade White Team 
Coach: Mr. Miller 

Front Row: Hailie S., Kaitlynn B., Brooke N., 
Abby M. 

Back Row: Haley P., Anna N., Olivia B., Donna 
D. 

Seventh Grade Green Team 
Coaches: Mrs. Whelchel & Father Sabu 

 (Not pictured) 
Front Row: Hannah R., Jaelyn C., Adina D., 

Pamela M. 
Back Row: Carly K., Abby B., Amanda W., Julia 

K., Abby Mc. 

Work that set, Carly K! 

Go Hailie S!  Donna D. and Anna N. are willing 
to help. 



 

 

Eighth Grade Team 
Coaches: Miss Crosby & Miss Copeland  (Not pictured) 

Front Row: Mareena R., Caroline C., Emily S., Hannah H. 
Back Row:  Erika M., Hannah K., Lindsay S., Maddy H., Bridget P. 

Spike it Lindsay S! 
Who’s got the ball? 

Bump it Hannah K! 



 

 
Photo Credit for QTR1: Mrs. Henning,  Olivia B., Marechal C., Mrs. Bauer, Mrs. Woerdehoff 

We can work together on homework. Chuck E. Cheese came to JFK! 

Wearing red on National Bullying Awareness Day 
can help stop bullying. 

Mrs. Kubalsky says, “Let’s do an 
experiment!” 


