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T 
he staff of the Crusader Chronicle would like to say Mer-

ry Christmas and a Happy New Year to each and every-

one of the OLV/JFK family.  It has been an exciting 

school year so far with many new experiences.  We are 

looking forward to the next edition of the Chronicle and we hope you are 

too!   Being a part of the Crusader Chronicle is a fun and great way to 

gain different types of newspaper skills.   

 We are always looking for new faces to come and join the Chron-

icle staff.  If you are in seventh or eighth grade, you are more than wel-

come to be on the staff.  Meetings are held during the school day and on-

ly a few of the meetings are after school!   So take some time over the 

break to decide if being a part of the Crusader Chronicle is something 

you would like to do next semester! 

Have a great winter break and we will see you all in 2013! 
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By: Megan O. 

 

 Kindergarten is a ball of fun. Mrs. Motto 

said, "The kids are so funny and we have a great 

time together!" Mrs. Winegar said, "One new 

thing that helps me teach is our new 

smartboard." The kids love their reading and 

math classes. Both teachers like to see how their students advance in reading and 

other subjects. Between both classes there are 50+ students but, with 

Mrs. Moya and Mrs. Casillas as full-time classroom aides, they have a 

great time.   

 At recess, you will find 

the kindergarteners playing 

Mario. This game is like tag, 

but someone is Mario, Peach, 

Bowser, and many other characters. They also enjoy running around 

and talking to their friends.   The kindergarten recently went to St. 

Ambrose and saw the play Alice in Wonderland.   The kindergarteners are enjoying their sixth grade 

reading buddies who make crafts as well as read fun books together. For the Gala they painted stools and a 

pot with their thumb prints. Kindergarten is a great experience and is the first steps of learning.    

Kindergarten is Sprouting! 
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By: Mark R. 

Mrs. Vogel and Ms. Wahlig have a total of 56 students. Mrs. 

Vogel last year had 17 students, this year she has 28 and Ms. Wahlig 

had 18 students, this year she has 28 too. The third graders have done 

some cool things such as riding the on the Celebration Belle and 

making a class quilt for the Gala.  In 

science they made cookies to look like a cell and ate them.  They also went to 

see a puppet show at Saint Ambrose University.  They looked forward to 

making gingerbread houses for Christmas.  They got to share this experience 

with their families on December 18th. The third graders are also looking 

forward to having more field trips in the future.   

Third graders get two recesses, not three like in second 

grade.  Ms. Wahlig says her students like to learn, have lots of 

energy, and are good readers.  Mrs. Vogel says her students are 

hard workers, they respect one another, and have lots of fun.  

Also, they are learning to explain their answers and they like 

book reports.  Mrs. Vogel and Ms. Wahlig like their new rooms 

they got last year.  Good luck third grade, keep up the good 

work! 

The Cool Third Grade 
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Ms. Wahlig by the New Kids on the 

Block for third grade! 



By: Hannah H. 

 Wow, sixth grade is very exciting. They are so full of 

excitement and questions. First, I am going to talk about Mrs. 

Nelson and the kids in her class. Next I am going to talk about 

Mrs. Woerdehoff and her class. 

 Mrs. Nelson has been teaching at JFK for two years 

and loves it. She is a sixth grade homeroom teacher and 

teaches sixth grade language, literature, and religion. She also 

teaches seventh grade religion. She says “I’m lucky to have 

another great class of students, also I enjoy being able to teach 

my former sixth graders”. She says that the difference between 

last year’s sixth graders is this year they have different interests and perspectives. Julia K. and Brian W. 

from her home room class according to Julia. “I like sixth grade and the teachers are very helpful, make 

sure you are ok, and are nice”. “Sixth grade is really fun, my favorite year, and the teachers are explaining 

things and helping out.” says Brian. “It is different, there is a lot of moving around and changing classes.” 

they both say.  

 Mrs. Woerdehoff is the other sixth grade homeroom teacher and is in her sixth year here at JFK. She 

teaches sixth grade social studies as well sixth, seventh, and eighth grade Spanish and resource. She says 

“The difference between the classes is that this year’s classes are bigger and have more questions”. When 

asked about sixth grade, Chase A. says" Fun, because of all the activities, it’s different, and the work is 

harder." Carly K. said "You think more and have more pressure." 

 The sixth grade went to Ridgecrest for mass in August and have field trips planned to Assumption 

and Vocations Day in the spring.   They are also worked hard on a wax museum project during language 

arts which took place on December 20th.   The students in sixth grade like having buddies in the ECLC and 

Mrs. Winegar’s classroom.  Once a week they are able to go down and interact with the younger students.  

Overall it’s been a fun year so far in sixth 

grade. 

Sixth Grade 
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Sixth graders enjoying McDonald’s 

after a mass at Ridgecrest. 

6th grade students enjoying 

the pre-show before  

Don’t Rock the Boat! 



By: Mallory O. 

In the month of November, JFK's service project was Stuff-A-Sack and our participation throughout the 

school was phenomenal! Everyone did a great job collecting items such as paper towels, dog and cat toys, 

and shampoo. Once all the items were brought into school, student council officers Mallory O.(president) 

and Joy R.(secretary), along with Miss Wahlig and Mrs. Obenauf delivered all the items to King’s Harvest 

Ministries in downtown Davenport. We had so many items that it took two car loads to transport them all! 

The volunteers at King’s Harvest Ministries were very happy to receive all the items that were collected and 

said that they would be put to good use. King’s Harvest Ministries provide services for people who need 

things such as a hot meal, clothing, or a place to stay for the night. They also provide for needy pets as an 

animal shelter by giving them food, a place to stay, and love. Thanks to the JFK students and staff, all of 

these donations can continue to be provided for people and pets in need. 

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 

Mallory O. and Joy R. with one of the 

two vehicles filled with items for 

Kings Harvest shelter. 

Mallory O. and Joy R. with two of 

the volunteers of King Harvest 

The mounds of donations in Ms. Wahlig’s room. 
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MARVELOUS MOCK TRIAL 

By: Alex O. 

 I’m sure some of you have not heard Mock Trial. 

Mock Trial is a JFK school activity for sixth through eighth 

graders. In Mock Trial you get witness statements and ex-

hibits which you must use to construct a case to take to 

court. You also learn objections which you use to stop the 

opposing counsel from saying what they want to say. There 

are three different types of parts you can have, witness, at-

torney, or timekeeper. 

 An attorney writes questions 

to help get across his sides point. Wit-

nesses play a character from one of 

the ones who gave a witness state-

ment. A timekeeper keeps track of 

how long something takes. 

 This year’s mock trial coach 

was Kelli Grubbs. This year there 

were four teams, one sixth grade 

team, one seventh grade team, and 

two eighth grade teams. This year's case was civil law, so next year's will be criminal law.  Many participants 

would agree that they would continue to do mock trial. 

 All four teams competed in the regional competition on November 3, 

2012. Two of our four teams moved on to the state competition. They were our 

seventh grade team and one of our eighth grade 

teams.  The state tournament was held on December 

6-7, 2012 up in Des Moines.  Even though both 

teams did not place at state this year, two individuals 

won outstanding attorney. They are Mareena R. and 

Carrie P. 

 Mock Trial is over for this year and our 

eighth graders will be leaving but with a fresh batch 

of sixth graders on the way. For all fifth through sev-

enth graders who haven’t thought about joining next 

year I highly recommend considering it. Mock Trial is a very fun activity and a 

great way to hang out with your friends.    

Carrie P. 

Mareena R. 

8th Grade Team 

7th Grade Team 
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FLASHBACK TO DESSERT THEATER 

By: Hannah K. 

 All of you probably remember Dessert Theater, and for you who don't know what that is, it's a fancy 

name for the preshow and play. In this article, we are going to get the actors' point of views and the adults' 

too! First off, let’s hear from the seventh and eighth graders on how they liked Dessert Theater. What Maris-

sa S. liked best about it was “Getting all the leftover mints.” Brian M., on the other hand, liked serving every-

one who came.  Abby J. liked “Being with friends and going to practices.” Daniel D. liked seeing his rela-

tives smile and laugh. Sarah G. liked having a fun time with her friends. When we asked what they liked best 

about the preshow, Marissa S. responded with, “I liked the song ‘Don’t Rock the Boat’.", and Brian M. 

agreed. Abby J. and Sarah G. liked the Bamboola Brothers. Daniel D. liked the 

big octopus. 

 As for the play, Marissa S. liked the character Honey Hotchkiss, and 

Brian M. liked Antonio. The eighth graders, who performed in the play, had 

different answers. Abby J. liked that every part was important, Daniel D. liked 

doing his part on stage, and Sarah G. simply replied with “Stealing jewelry.” 

All three eighth graders said they would miss Mrs. Hinchman, and the seventh 

grade pair are excited to do the play next year. 

 When interviewing Mrs. Hinchman, the director, I asked how she 

thought we did. She replied, “I felt both classes were very focused and per-

formed to the best of their abilities.” I asked if she needed to change to original script for the play much, she 

said, “There were not enough speaking parts for the play, so we added the two old men. Also, we added the 

performances by the Devine Sisters and Miss Crankmeyer.” When asked why the school does Dessert Thea-

ter, she said, “The whole reason for Dessert Theater is to give every student an opportunity to learn both 

singing and acting skills, also, to learn the importance of working together as a group.” I also asked how she 

felt, now that Dessert Theater is over. She said, “I’m sad because it is such a wonderful experience, but hap-

py, because of the huge time commitment.” 

 I then interviewed Mrs. Hatcher. I asked her what she was in charge of and she said, “I was in charge 

of sound for the preshow and the play, I was also assistant director.” I asked if it was hard to train the stu-

dents who helped her to do their jobs. She replied, “No, I worked with two boys that followed directions and 

all I had to do was supervise.” She said she will stay with the same job next year. 

 Most people liked the play, and maybe you’re excited to do it some year! I know I can’t wait for the 

play next year! Be prepared for many more pre-shows and plays to come. Who knows? Maybe you’ll be in 

one! 
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Ping Pong 
This quarter during PE, Mrs. Tilkens 

taught students the game of ping 

pong.   

On 2012 firefighters from the Davenport Fire Station #3 came to visit JFK.  Students 

from the ECLC, preschool, and K-3 were able to ask questions and listen to a great 

speech about fire safety.  Even Miss Streit got involved with having to put on the gear!   

A FRIENDLY VISIT 
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Student Editor: Mallory O. 
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Megan O., Hannah H., Hannah K., Alex O., & Mark R. 

Teacher Advisors: Mrs. Bauer & Mrs. Woerdehoff 

Photo submissions by: Mrs. Tilkens, Mrs. Moya,  

PARADE OF SAINTS 

Here are some pictures from Parade of Saints in November! 


