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Welcome back to another great school year at John 

F. Kennedy Catholic School!  A new school year 

means new changes; which includes the Crusader 

Chronicle.  Besides the new layout, the information 

which will be reported has also changed.  Not every 

grade will be reported on each quarter.  Certain 

grades have been assigned an specific quarter 

which they will be published.  However, the big 

news stories of the quarters will still be reported on 

along with new and exciting articles!  Hopefully we 

will have some guest writers too! Come and check 

out the new and improved Crusader Chronicle! 
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New Staff 

By: Hannah H., Hannah K., Megan O.,  

& Crusader Staff 

Miss Salz is our new sev-

enth grade homeroom 

teacher who is teaching 

seventh grade religion, lan-

guage arts, and literature as 

well as sixth grade math.  

Being a teacher has always 

been a goal, especially 

since her mother is also a teacher.  Instilling a 

love of reading and writing as well as helping to 

shape students’ futures is very important to Miss 

Salz.  She loves the conversations she can 

have with seventh graders.  When you walk into 

her room, you will see kids working in groups, 

reading, writing, and reviewing homework.   

Mrs. VanSpeybroeck is 

the new music teacher 

for second, fifth, and 

sixth grade, although 

she has been teaching 

in one way or another 

for 15 years.  She ob-

tained her music educa-

tion at St. Ambrose Uni-

versity because she likes to listen to music and 

always wanted to be a teacher.  She loves 

teaching because each year the students 

change so she is able to have a fresh start with 

all of them.  She comes from a large family of 

seven children and has two other siblings that 

are teachers.  She has been married for 11 

years with three children and no pets.  Her 

daughters are begging for a dog and/or turtle 

though. 

Mr. Ryan is our new art 

teacher. He is married with 

one daughter, one child due 

in December and a dog.  Mr. 

Ryan says, "The best thing 

about my job is that I get to 

do art all day, which is my 

passion, and I love that I can 

help students with it. The 

worst thing would be trying to be organized. I 

definitely need more practice at that." He says 

they are planning a mural type project for eighth 

grade, because JFK is getting new ceiling tiles, 

so that means no more painting tiles.  Currently 

the fourth and fifth graders are doing the '2 

Ways Out' competition for the Firefighters Asso-

ciation. The eighth graders will soon start on still

-life drawings and self-portraits. All the grades 

will participate in a sculpture unit, like clay. 

Most of you know her, but 

for those who don't, Ms. 

Streit is our new resource 

teacher! She went to JFK 

when she was a kid and 

now she works with some 

of her past teachers. She 

said that it's a little strange 

to call her past teachers by 

their first names, but she loves her job. She 

said, "My job is a challenge because I have a lot 

of kids with different learning needs, but it is 

very rewarding!" Before Ms. Streit came here 

she taught preschool in Blue Grass for two 

years. She is also getting married April 13, 

2013. Ms. Streit will be helping students in 

grades kindergarten through fifth.    

Welcome to JFK Catholic School Ms. 

Salz, Ms. Streit, Mr. Ryan and Mrs. 

VanSpeybroeck! We wish you success in your 

first year here.  
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Changes Around JFK 

By Mallory O. and Crusader Staff 

 If you haven’t already taken notice, there have been some positive changes around JFK.  

From the teachers to the parking lot to what goes on at recess, changes are everywhere!   The 

first change is with some of the staff at JFK. 

 Mrs. Bauer has taken a new position at JFK this year. She will be teaching eighth grade 

homeroom for the third time in her career here at JFK. This is her first year teaching eighth grade 

language arts and eighth grade literature as well as her seventh year teaching eighth grade so-

cial studies. She is very excited about her new room across the hall. She absolutely loves all 

space the new room provides for "comfy spots" and free reading. Mrs. Bauer is also taking ad-

vantage of all the white boards and chalk boards that the room provides as well. She says that 

they are very useful when eighth grade does large projects and assignments. Both her new and 

old rooms have their ups and downs but over all she is very happy teaching in her new room for 

eighth grade.  

 Mrs. Hatcher has expanded role her role with band.  She no longer teaches music to se-

cond, fifth or sixth grade; she has taken on teaching band full time.  This switch was due to the 

increase of band students in grades fifth through eighth. Teaching band all day allows Mrs. 

Hatcher to have lessons during the week when she isn’t teaching band class.  Students are able 

to get more one-on-one time with her during lessons along with group lessons too!  Mrs. Van 

Speybroeck has taken over Mrs. Hatcher’s music classes. 

 Another change here at JFK is the name of our PE teacher.  No longer do we have Ms. 

Peterson; we have Mrs. Tilkens!  She is getting used to the name change and so are all the stu-

dents.  She still allows students to call her Ms. P. because that is how they know her.  When the 

younger students try to pronounce her new last name, it normally doesn’t sound right so she also 

allows students to call her Mrs. T!  Congratulations on your marriage Mrs. Tilkens!  

 Lastly, Ms. Burmeister or Ms. B, has also taken on new roles here at JFK.  On Mondays, 

Wednesdays, and Fridays she helps in the third grade classrooms on reading and spelling activi-

ties. She also meets with small groups to help them with their leveled readers or walks around 

the room helping students with what they are working on at the time. She also works in the office 

doing a variety of things. Ms. B also works three afternoons a week in the ECLC and stays there 

until the kids are all picked up.  

 

Looking out the west windows of JFK you are able to see the biggest change; a new 

paved parking lot!  Over the summer workers came and paved new asphalt onto the parking lot.  

Gone are the pebbles and dust which littered the parking lot.  The students are happy to see a 

smooth surface to play on during recess!  The parking lot and new staff jobs are just a few of the 

changes here at JFK! 
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New and Improved Lunches 

By: Mark R. 

All around the country 
there is new lunch pro-
gram guidelines for 
schools and adult care 
centers.  It was updat-
ed in July 2012 by the 

First Lady, Michelle Obama.  The new pro-
gram required by all schools and adult care 
centers is called “Healthy Hunger Free Kids 
Act”.  This program has changed the guide-
lines for our lunches here at JFK, as well as all 
other schools around the country. 

 
Kids in Kindergarten through 8

th
 grade 

get the same amount of food every day.  The 
average calories required for lunch is 600-650 
calories per day.  All students must have at 
least one ounce of grains per day, 2 ounces of 
meat per day, ¾ cup vegetables per day, ½ 
cup of fruit per day, and milk.  These new 
guidelines have been a challenge for Mrs. My-
ers, however, she is adjusting to it and it is giv-
ing her the opportunity to try new foods. 

 
So far this school year some of the stu-

dents’ favorites are potatoes and corn for the 
starchy foods, spinach salad for the dark 
green vegetable category, and tomatoes, and 
carrots for the orange/red category.  In the 
peas and legumes category there have been 
some requests for black peas, so Mrs. Myers 
is going to give that a try. 

 
This new lunch program will be an ad-

justment for students and the lunch staff, but 
with continued learning of the guidelines and 
trying of new, healthier foods the students at 
JFK will know they are eating a healthier lunch 
every day. 

And all that curriculum 

By Alex O. 

 This year 
students in grades 
third and up will be 
introduced to the 
new math curricu-
lum standards.  The 
eighth graders al-
ready had an introduction to this curriculum 
last year when they were seventh graders. 
JFK’s seventh and eighth grade math 
teacher, Mrs. Whelchel was able to dis-
cuss the 
what, who, 
where, 
when, and 
why about 
the new 
math curricu-
lum. 

 The 
new math 
curriculum 
was set by 
the US gov-
ernment. The 
math curricu-
lum was 
made be-
cause the 
United States was falling behind other 
countries in the field of mathematics. The 
curriculum affects all students in grades 
third and up, so don't feel like JFK is the 
only school being affected. The new stand-
ards definitely increase the difficulty of 
math class.  The new math curriculum will 
become easier if you just work hard; just 
strap in for the ride. 

Mrs. Whelchel teaching the 

new math curriculum in class. 
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By: Mark R. 

 New to the Catholic Schools in Davenport and Bettendorf this fall was boys’ volleyball.  
JFK had Mrs. Ash as the 6

th
 grade coach, Mr. Stroschein as the 7

th
 grade coach, and Mr. Ryan 

as the 8
th
 grade coach.  With this being the first season of boys’ volleyball, the season was 

short and they only played eight games.    
 
 It was a good learning experience for all the boys.  They play volleyball every year in 
gym class, but liked the competitiveness in playing boys from other schools.  Zach H. said, “It 
was pretty fun to play; all the teams were competitive”.  Zach said he would definitely play 
again next year. 
 
 Many boys think volleyball is a girls’ sport, but hopefully with the success that came with 
the first season of boys’ volleyball it will catch on with other schools in our area.  It will be fun to 
see how this new sport for boys expands over the years to come in our schools. 

BOYS VOLLEYBALL 

Picture submitted by Kathy Peterson 
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New to the Crusader Chronicle is the 

showcase “Artist of the Quarter”.  

Each school quarter Mr. Ryan will 

choose one student in grades  

K-2, 3-5, and 6-8.   

Mr. Ryan is “looking for extraordinary 

effort coupled with excellent class-

room behavior on all projects, not just 

one”.  Here are the first quarter art-

ists! 

Hunter G. from 2A 

Noah Mc. From 4L 

Pamela M. from 6N 

Mr. Ryan with the 2012-12 First Quarter  

“Artist of the Quarter” Winners 
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By: Mallory O. and Megan O. 

 

  The 50th anniversary celebration of our parish was a big success! On Saturday, September 

29, everyone who attended the parish festival had a great time. According to John Diggs, who was 

the festival director, it took over a year for the planning committee to organize this major event.  

The committee had expected around 800 - 1000 people to attend.  However, after the festival was 

complete, Mr. Diggs estimated that over 1300 people enjoyed the festival.  It’s understandable why 

it was such a highly attended event because there were so many options: jousting, pony rides, 

bounce houses, face painting, food, fellowship, dancing, and live music. Some of that live music 

was performed by the JFK third through eighth graders and our pep band. The music sounded 

heavenly and the food at the picnic was delicious, especially the desserts. As the sun was setting, 

parishioners and guests had a chance to dunk Monsignor Parizek in the dunk tank, but only a few 

people actually dunked him.  And the highlight of the evening was the amazing fireworks display.  

Mr. Diggs said that was his favorite part of the night. 

 The special Mass on Sunday, September 30, 

was very inspirational. Before Mass, Carrie P. and Eri-

ca P. played some very beautiful music on their flutes 

and Adam B., a 2007 JFK alumnus, shared his musi-

cal talent on the viola. They did a wonderful job! Even 

during the Mass, it was moving to watch Bishop Martin 

Amos and all the priests and altar servers help to cele-

brate our special day. We had a chance to talk to the 

bishop about the Mass and the 50th anniversary. He 

said, “Being able to talk to people who were actually 

there when it first happened (the start of the parish), I just think that for 50 years some of these 

people have been here praying and just being a part of the parish.” The Bishop also mentioned 

that of the 80 parishes in our diocese, 60 or 65 of them are over 50 years old. But the oldest by far 

is Saint Anthony’s which turns 175 years old soon. After Mass, there were refreshments and cook-

ies made by the youth ministry.  This special weekend at OLV was an event not to be missed!      

Happy Anniversary OLV! 

Crusader Chronicle reporters Mallory O. 

and Megan O. interviewing Bishop Amos 
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New to PE are the JUMBO stacking 

cups!  The students have found these 

to be quite fun and a bit harder than 

the smaller stacking cups! 

Let’s Build!Let’s Build!  
New Jumbo Stacking Cups! 

Hitting the Mark! 

We were able to reach our goal of $20,000 for the Athletic Club!  Way to go!   

MAGAZINE SALE Money Machine! 

Zach
 H. an

d 

his 
weepu

ls! 
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Student Editor: Mallory O. 

Student Writers/Photographers:  

Megan O., Hannah H., Hannah K., Alex O., & Mark R. 

Teacher Advisors: Mrs. Bauer & Mrs. Woerdehoff 

Tickets: $8.00 each 

 

don't rock 

   the boat! 

November 9th and 10th  

Doors open at 6:45pm. 

JFK’s Dessert Theater 

Come join us for a night of wacky comedy on the high seas! 

Written by: Tim Kelly 

Picture submitted by Kathy Peterson 


