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By: Josh V. 

 For the month of March the Student Council’s service project was 

Lenten themed. The service project was the collection of money in the Ho-

ly Childhood boxes. The dress day for that month was Western attire, Stu-

dent Council referred to it as the “Hoedown for Holy Childhood.” Over 

$875 were donated to Holy Childhood this year. To be able to participate 

in the dress day, students had to bring in a dollar or more with their collec-

tion box. The dress day took place Friday, March 30
th
. Student Council 

had a supply store on the 27
th 

of March. It was very successful.  

April was also full of fun events. On the 19
th
 of April, Comedy Sportz came 

and made us laugh with their improve style comedy. On the 18
th
 we had 

our Comedy Sportz athletic dress day, where the students wore athletic 

attire. Students were asked to bring in a dollar to participate in this dress 

day and we raised $365, all the money went to the Juvenile Diabetes Re-

search Foundation (JDRF).  

For the month of May, Student Council was enjoying ending the year with a bang. 

They had a dress day called Crayon Day, where all the colors of their favorite color cray-

on. Student Council also sold water bottles at Field Day for a dollar. The money will be go-

ing to fund for new cabinetry in the new staff room. Some students are already thinking 

about running for Student Council next year. This year’s Student Council says to have lots 

of ideas on trying hard and to work hard when running for Student Council next year. 

Spectacular Student Council 

Claire S. getting 

into the crayon 

spirit! 



Excellent ECLC 

By: Carmen B. 

 As another successful year at JFK comes to an end and some kids in the ECLC program 

are ready to continue through the summer. As for the physical school year, plans for ending the 

year were doing themes like summer, health, and animals. Kids in the ECLC are very excited for 

summer to get here, for their summer plans to begin. Some of their plans include vacationing, 

spending time with family and enjoying time outside.  

 Mrs. Fox is very excited for next year and is proud of everything the kids have learned 

throughout this year. Some of the things they learned were: how to write their names, letters of 

the alphabet, and getting better at memorizing information. Already more children have signed 

up for the upcoming year and that is a great head start for JFK. Mrs. Fox’s final words are, “It’s 

been really neat watching them grow.” 

Prosperous Preschool 

By: Maddy K. 

 Preschool had a very successful year! Both teach-

ers, Mrs. Jordan and Mrs. Daniel, said that they really 

enjoyed it. They said that they were excited most about 

getting new toys, such as beads, play dough, ocean 

gears, and a sand table! In the fourth quarter, they 

learned songs for their Spring Program, more letters and numbers, and also about animals and 

nature.  

 The kids said that their favorite thing to do while at school was playing. Emily, Clara, Oliv-

ia, Elise, Sophia, and Camdyn, said that they like playing with the toys and beads best. Their 

favorite things they learned were the ABC’s and also how to respect others. They all said that 

they were all really excited for next year, and had a blast this year!  When asked 

what they were going to do this summer they said that they were going to play in 

the sand box, ride scooters, and plant seeds. Sounds like fun!  



Kindling Kindergarten 
By: Bailey N. 

 Mrs. Motto’s kindergarten did a lot of projects this quarter! 
They used the interactive whiteboard, especially during math 
class. They talked about Easter by reading a book about the Sta-
tions of the Cross and learned that Easter is more about Jesus 
than the Easter Bunny. To celebrate Mother’s Day, they had a pic-
nic and had a blast! With the end of the year already here, Mrs. 
Motto said that they are very excited and ready for first grade 
mentally and academically!  

 Mrs. Winegar’s kindergarten also had an exciting fourth quarter! They did of Easter pro-
jects by putting up purple crosses with good deeds on it. They did this to show that just because 
they aren’t giving up something yet, they should and can still do good deeds.  Some other new 
things they have been working on are the solar system and dinosaurs. They continued the end 
of the year with letter of the week.  The kindergarteners are anxious for summer and excited to 
be in first grade! 

Fabulous First Grade 

By: David G. 

The first graders were very excited at the end of the fourth quarter. 

Both classes went to Ridgecrest to perform Mass and afterwards went to 

McDonald’s for lunch as well as going to the Bettendorf Children’s Museum 

for the end of the year field trip. Mrs. Youngerman’s class had Assumption 

students come over and read them Dr. Seuss books. Saint Ambrose stu-

dents also came over on a different day and read them books as well. They 

then read books to the kindergarteners and had a lot of fun.   

They learned many new things this last quarter. They learned about 

measurement and geometry in math. They made book reports, read many 

cool stories, and wrote in journals they made about many different things. Most of the first grad-

ers are excited for second grade and are looking forward to the new things they will learn, the 

sacraments they will go through, and they get to move on in life. They gave advice to the kinder-

garteners for what they’ll need to know for coming into first grade. They said they should know 

their name, the teacher’s name, should read well, know how to do math, be ready to learn many 

new things and to be ready for many new experiences. 



Supertacular Second Grade 
By: Cormic M. 

Second grade didn’t go on any field trips. The second grade par-

ticipated in many fun activities like “Around the World” and going to 

watching the “Dakota Jones” play at St. Ambrose. They also participat-

ed in Reconciliation during Lent. The things they loved learning about 

volcanoes, life cycle, time, and erosion were the favorites. 

When I asked what they were most excited about for third grade, 

cursive, ginger bread houses, the Celebration Belle, and Ridgecrest were at the top. I also 

asked what advice they could give to the up-coming second graders, they said be ready for 

harder tests, lots of reading, come prepared, and most of all DON’T MAKE YOUR TEACHERS 

MAD. Although they are looking ahead to third grade they, also shared their favorite things done 

like ooblek( a liquid that turns to a solid then back to liquid), all their parties, and writing stories. 

Tremendous Third Grade 

By: Christina F. 

 The third graders had an amazing fourth quarter! In math, they learned how to divide.  

They also learned how to multiply bigger numbers. The third graders also learned about frac-

tions. In language, they wrote reports. The third graders also did story writing and expository 

writing.  They learned about adverbs and adjectives also. In religion, the third graders learned 

about parables. In science, they learned about chemical and physical changes.  

 The third graders made awesome book box reports during fourth 

quarter. They really enjoyed Field Day and going to the Putnam where they 

viewed exhibits and saw The Lorax. When I asked the teachers what their 

favorite subject to teach was, Miss Wahlig said reading and Mrs. Vogel 

said math. When I asked the students what their favorite subject was, 

Kyleigh C. said math and six other students agreed with her. Joey B. said 

P.E. and eleven other students agreed with him. When asked what their 

favorite thing they learned this quarter was, the majority of the third grade 

said multiplication and division. Sounds like a fun fourth quarter! 

Have a great summer third grade! 



Fantabulous Fourth Grade 
By: Abby J. 

In the last three quarters, the fourth grade has had tons of fun. 

They will continue to learn capitals in social studies, and fractions in 

math! They had one last field trip for the end of the year to see the 

movie The Lorax and got to go bowling with their awesome home-

room teachers!  For the rest of the year, the fourth grade had blast 

learning some more science, math, and some social studies! They 

look forward to being in band, and participating in D.A.R.E (and the 

summer!), but of course will miss their wonderful teachers! 

 The soon to be fifth graders had tons of fun on their field trip during May.  During the 

summer, they will be visiting family and having fun in the sun. Everyone will be swimming and 

playing beach ball with friends. Hopefully they wear tons of sunblock! 

Fantastic Fifth Grade 

By: Emily J. and Chronicle Staff Writers 

 The fantastic fifth grade experienced so many fun things this quar-

ter.  They enjoyed an educational field trip to the QCCA Expo Center to 

celebrate Earth Day.  While at the Expo Center, they visited stations set 

up to inform the public about ways to preserve our resources and contin-

ue to focus on a “green” lifestyle.  They even made hats from recycled 

paper. 

 Civic oration was a huge project for the fifth graders because it is 

their first experience with researching, writing, and speaking about a spe-

cific topic.  Most of the class was satisfied with the process, but were real-

ly nervous about giving their speeches in front of the whole class!  This is their first opportunity 

to go to Adventureland with the band, so, of course, that was a memorable time as well.  They 

will all miss Mrs. Temming and Mrs. Larson but are looking forward to new esca-

pades as sixth graders. 



Snazzalitious Sixth Grade 
By: Rachel T. 

 

     Many snazzalitious things have been happening this fourth quarter for 
sixth grade.  Such as in Mrs. Nelson’s classroom, normal, “boring” school 
chairs are overrated!  Exercise balls are what’s in!  Hannah K. said she 
likes having the choice of using exercise balls because, “We can move 
around instead of sitting in one place.”  They’ve had many transitions this 
school year.  Bridget P. says that even though her locker is the only place 
to keep her stuff and she has to travel to all of her classes, “I have com-
pletely adjusted.  I think it’s a lot easier.”  Alex K. says he has adjusted to 
the fact their one recess is after lunch and enjoys it that way because, “…you get to run off all the 
food you just ate.”  Sixth graders are doing foreign language class and keyboarding in Mrs. 
Woerdehoff’s room. They learn Spanish using “Rosetta Stone”, a computer system which allows 
them to learn how to say, pronounce, and spell words in Spanish. John L. says, “I like it because 
it’s fun to do. For me, it’s pretty simple.”  They can learn Spanish in the first semester and how to 
type with correct posture, and fingering in the second.  Or, vise versa, depending on which home-
room they have.  Xavier S. thinks that taking keyboarding has helped “…because, I learned how to 
type faster.”  Now, let’s skip to the future.   

 

For fifth graders thinking, “Is Civic Oration going to be easier next year?”  Take it from Hannah K. 
who says, “Yes, because I have done it before.  So, I’m not as nervous.”  Matthew E. has some 
helpful advice for future fifth graders to be ready because, “It will be easy and hard because some 
teachers are more strict than others.”  Erika M. says she is looking forward to science fair next 

year because, “I will get to learn new things and do a fun, snazzalitious project” 

 

     Mrs. Nelson thinks the exercise balls, “… have helped the students focus better.” She says, 
“Also in my room, my students get “menus” or lists of activities to choose from for their projects so 
they can work in a style that matches their learning.  We also do a lot of cooperative learning 
groups.  Finally, we have note taking guides and use lots of graphic organizers.”  She also stays 
after school to help students and gives them time in class to work on projects.  “What I like about 
teaching at JFK is that it is more of a family atmosphere… Also, my students have the opportunity 
to pray and attend mass.”   

 

Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. Woerdehoff’s advice to all future sixth graders is, “Be organized.”  Mrs. W. 
says that she enjoys air conditioning because, "It is especially needed with the computers. The up-
per grade students like having a room with air conditioning." Her comment to the fact she has 
more than one position at JFK is: "As for balancing being a Homeroom teacher, 
Spanish teacher, resource teacher, AND social studies teacher it all depends on the 
day. The days with a lot of resource time is more [difficult] because I am going from 
classroom to classroom. Otherwise, I love having all the different positions here at 
JFK." 



Spectacular Seventh Grade 
By Lexie R. 

This year has definitely been a great one for the seventh graders 

at JFK .They went on many field trips, were involved in many activities 

such as sponsoring the blood drive, sports, and many other activities. At 

the end of the year, the seventh graders took a trip to Niabi Zoo and the 

Arsenal Island Museum. The band students in seventh grade went to Ad-

venture Land to play for the people there and, of course, had fun on the rides. 

Mrs. Bauer and Mrs. Whelchel both said that they loved the energy and enthusiasm that 

the seventh graders had all year. They will both miss their seventh graders, but will be glad to 

see them next year back at school as eighth graders.   

Elating Eighth Grade 
By: Jasmine H. 

During the fourth quarter, the eighth graders received the sacra-

ment of Confirmation.   They went through a lot of hard work and dedica-

tion to be welcomed into the Church and to serve the Lord.  Some of the 

preparations the eighth graders in Mrs. Schmitt’s religion class were finish-

ing up their service projects, meeting up with their Confirmation sponsor, 

and of course, going through the actual processes of Confirmation.  In 

Mrs. Bauer’s religion class, eighth graders were writing intentions, the stu-

dents enjoyed participating in Good Samaritan, also contacting their sponsor regularly, and writ-

ing stories summaries and donating books to the OLV Sister Parish, and of course, going 

through the actual processes of Confirmation.  As every year, Confirmation went perfectly and 

the eighth graders are now true members of the Church! 

Unfortunately, this is the eighth graders’ final year at John F. Kennedy Catholic School.  

They have had so many great and heart-touching moments they will forever remember.  A group 

of eighth graders that have been at JFK since kindergarten, or even preschool, reflected back 

and told me of their incredible experiences.  The most memorable things they will always re-

member is having the great teachers who were always there for them no matter 

what and meeting new friends each year.  Lastly, why are these eighth graders 

proud to be JFK Crusaders?  They are, and always will be; proud they received 

a remarkable education and were at a school that is like no other! 



Seventh Grade Blood Drive 

By: Anna B. 

“The blood drive is a great service project and fundraiser for the seventh 
grade field trip,” says Mrs. Whelchel. It helps many people get the blood 
they need. This year’s seventh graders all worked on the blood drive yet 
again. The blood drive was on Wednesday April 25, 2012, and was located 
in the Parish Center. The blood drive continues to help those who have 
blood problems or surgeries. The people who donate to the blood drive are 
a big part in helping them out. 
The blood drive was really on 
the 24

th
, but because of a 

problem in dates JFK 
switched with St. Ambrose 

University. Between the two dates about 150 
units of blood were donated. Now everyone was 
able to contribute blood to the drive and was happy to help.  

Many of the seventh graders contributed by calling and confirming those 
who had appointments; babysitting for those who had children and were giving 
blood; and many 7

th
 graders brought in some sort of treat for those who needed 

some after giving blood. Donors who helped made many individuals happy and 
healthy.  

Stupendous Specials 
By: Carrie P. 

 During this quarter, a lot has gone on in specials classes. In computer, sixth, seventh, 

and eighth graders continued to work on a program called “Typing Time”.  Many of the third, 

fourth, and fifth graders worked on something called “Dance Mat Typing”, and kindergarteners, 

first graders, and second graders played educational games. 

 In band, all the bands prepared for their spring concert and their trip to Adventureland. 

The fifth graders had a band fest and learned how to play their B flat scale and the sixth graders 

learned to play with both of the other bands. The eighth grade band students prepared a song 

for the seventh and eighth grade spring program and went up to Chicago to see a musical group 

called The Blue Man Group perform. In music, Mrs. Hatcher’s fifth and sixth grade classes pre-

pared a school program called “School Daze” and learned how to sing in parts. It has been a 

crazy and busy fourth quarter for all of the specials. 



Dear Fred the Wizard, 

 I have a problem that shakes the earth, literally! Every time I go to 

walk, my feet make a big loud CRASH! My shoe size is a 54 and I am only 5 

feet, 2 inches tall! Please help me, oh mystical wizard! You are my only hope! 

If I can’t find a solution soon I will be forced to go and hide underground to 

disguise the sound as an earthquake. I need help! 

 Sincerely, 

I.M. Big Foot 

 

Dear I.M. Big Foot, 

 I feel your pain. I have spikes all over me and I used to get teased 

about it, but then I learned to ignore it and it stopped. I also just wanted to 

let you know that I’m not a wizard and I can’t make your large feet small but 

I can teach you to be yourself. That’s the best advice that anyone can give 

you! 

 

Hang in there, 

Fred the Porcupine  





May 11, 2012 





Peg Gooder Sportsmanship Award Recipients, 

Stefani M. and Emma N. JFK Alumni Cameron F. and Joey P. 

made Eagle Scout rank!   

Congratulations! 

St. Ambrose Good Sportsmanship Award recipi-

ents Carrie P. and Jack D. JFK Spring Track Team 


