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 This year’s Catholic Schools Week 
started off with an All School Mass on Sat-
urday January 28, 2012.  Afterwards there 
was a Spaghetti Dinner served in the cafete-
ria.  Many people came and ate delicious 
spaghetti, salad, and of course desserts.  Thank you to all the families who donated desserts for this spec-
tacular dinner.  As people were enjoying the food, one could also visit the JFK Spirit Wear tables.  New 
this year is the JFK insulated cup; which is a hit with many of the teachers.  From Saturday night until Fri-
day after school the Book Fair was located in the library; another great fundraiser for JFK.  Mrs. Thomas 
gave up her library for the week to turn it into a small bookstore.  Not only could you purchase books, 
but also posters, erasers, pens, and even video games!  All the students loved to browse to see what new 
books were out this year.   

 

 Throughout the week there were different days the students could dress up.  There was pajama 
day, homeroom dress alike, dress as your favorite state/country and wear any collared shirt days. All stu-
dents enjoyed being out of uniform for these days; there was such a vast array of colors and characters 
throughout the week.  However, the best part of Catholic Schools Week was the talent shows.  Over the 
span of two days, students kindergarten through eighth grade showed off their great talents.  Even some 
of the teachers decided to show their skills too.  There was dancing, singing, playing the piano, and even 
tumbling.  Ms. Peterson decided to get the fourth graders involved with the chicken dance which led to 
the entire school getting up and dancing too.  It was a great time at both talent shows! 
 
 Also during Catholic Schools Week there was a dodge ball tournament which raised money for 
Café on Vine.  On Thursday February 2, 2012, the student council officers and eighth grade homeroom 
representatives brought food and served it at Café on Vine.  This was such a great experience for these 
students.  To wrap up the week, on Friday February 3, 2012, there was the eighth grade versus JFK staff 
volleyball games.  This year the eighth graders were determined to beat the staff.  However, it was a shut 
out by the JFK staff which won all four games.  It was fun on both sides and great sportsmanship was 
shown after each game. 
 
 Overall it was a great week of celebration.  Students were able to worship with other Catholic 
schools on Thursday at the All School Mass at Assumption High School.  Students were also able to share 
a great lunch with family and friends on Wednesday.  These are just some many ways Catholic schools 
week is celebrated at JFK! 

A Week of Celebration! 
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By: David G.  

 The preschoolers were very energetic the 
first quarter. Mrs. Jordan’s classes had got along 
very well with each other and have made many 
good friends. Mrs. Jordan now expects her three 
year olds to be able to sit down when told, listen to 
directions, and clean up after themselves. She ex-
pects her four-year-old students to now know the 
alphabet, how to write their names, and how to 
count to ten, in addition to what they learned as three-year-olds. 

 Mrs. Daniel’s students also got along really well. She expects her students to fol-
low directions, write their name, and know the letters and their sounds by the end of the 
third quarter. Mrs. Daniel said, “My students are awesome, and I’m really proud of them.” 
Both classes met Scrubby Bear who taught them the importance of washing your hands. 
Both morning classes experienced the talent show and all classes had loads of fun with 
the special dress days for Catholic Schools Week. 

By: Tyler Z. 

 The students in the Early Childhood Learning Center (ECLC) have been having a 
lot of fun while learning about many new things. The kids say that they really like their 
teachers. There are three main ECLC teachers: Mrs. Fox, Mrs. Turnquist (whom  the 
kids call Mrs. T), and Ms. Burmeister (the kids call her Ms. B). Mrs. Baker and Mrs. 
Burke also help out when they are needed. The students I interviewed say that they like 
them so much because they let the students pick jobs, help them know what to do in dif-
ferent activities, and are just super nice! 

 One of the favorites among all ECLC students is “centers”. “Centers” are spread 
around the classroom. Each one has a certain activity planned for the students. Of the 
students I interviewed the favorite centers seem to be trucks, blocks, and art. The stu-
dents in the ECLC also enjoy making and creating many awesome projects. Since re-
turning from break, the students have worked on projects about the different seasons, 
focusing on the one we are in now, winter. They learned about the different types of 
transportation, including air, water, and land. Students and teachers alike enjoyed being 
able to go outside when we had the unusually warm weather at the beginning of the 
quarter. When I asked the ECLC lead teacher, Mrs. Fox, if she could give me one word 
that would best describe her class she simply said “Energetic!” To sum it up, they are fun 
and full of energy! 

Proud Preschool 

The Energetic ECLC 

 



Kindhearted Kindergarten 

 

By: Emily J. 
 

 The fabulous first grade did many exciting things this quarter.  
They learned skills that they will need as they continue to grow and 
thrive as students.  Also they took a break with Catholic Schools 
Week by participating in the talent show.  They had a blast the all the 
fun activities; especially the talent show. 
 
 The new concepts they learned about are money, sacraments, 
natural resources, and reading of course. Many of the first graders 
participated in the talent show; they showed off their talents by hula 
hooping, dancing, and singing.  The talented first grade has an awe-
some third quarter.  They did many fun activities and more. 

By: Christina F. 
 

 The kinder-
garteners had a 
very fun but busy 
third quarter! The 
kindergarten fo-
cused on trying to 
be more like first 
graders this quar-
ter.  The kindies 
learned about our 
country (the 
U.S.A.). They also 
had a whole week of 
100

th
 day activities. The kindergarteners were very excited about the talent show during 

Catholic Schools Week. In February, KW learned more about how to have a healthy heart 
when Macie R.’s mom came in to explain how to have healthy hearts. 
 
 When I asked a few of the students what their favorite part of school was Brycen A. 
said learning about letters, Andrew E. said learning numbers, and Seamus A. said recess. 
The kindies were also read to by the first graders during third quarter and really enjoyed 
that. In KM, the students did a huge water activity by using the interactive whiteboards to 
follow the weather. Both teachers said that the students did GREAT third quarter!  The kin-
dergarteners are doing very well at Mass, they appreciate the sixth graders who sit by them, 
and they are glad they are back in the church since there is a lot more space. Hope fourth 
quarter is just as great kindergarten! 

Fabulous First Grade 

 

Kindergartners performing at the CSW Talent Show 

Ms. Epping playing 
volleyball in the 
Staff vs. Eighth 
grade games 



By: Abby J. 

 
 The third grade had a very exciting Catholic Schools 
week! Many of the third graders spent time with their families 
and friends on bring a friend to lunch day. The bright, young kids 
brought many aunts, uncles, grandparents and friends. They 
had a ton of fun in the talent show, with talents raging from tum-
bling and magic to piano playing and dancing. Everyone enjoyed 
the fun, spirit-raising, dancing, and tumbling. The third graders 
had fun in the dodge ball tournament, with most of the kids par-
ticipating. 
 
 This quarter they had two very fun field trips. They went to 
Bald Eagle Days, and Mass at Assumption High School. When 
they went to Mass at Assumption they all had fun seeing the 
school and singing along with songs. Everyone in the school learned the Mass songs 
during exciting music classes. At Bald Eagle Days, they learned about birds and their 
environment. It took most of the day, and they had a lot of fun with friends while learning 
at the same time. Students even made “can characters” which represented a character 
of a book they read. They all hope to learn more in the last quarter! 

By: Jasmine H. 
 
 The second graders were very busy having so much fun in the third quarter espe-
cially because it included Catholic Schools Week. They enjoyed all of the exciting theme 
days, the talent show, bringing a guest to lunch, and going to the extravagant Book Fair! 
This was also the first year the second graders got to attend the Mass at Assumption 
during Catholic Schools Week. But don’t forget, in the second quarter the second grad-
ers received Reconciliation for the first time too. 
 
 Next quarter the second graders will be receiving their First Communion. Mrs. 
Poster and Ms. Anderson have been preparing their students by reading the story of the 
Last Supper and learning to create a friendship with Jesus. After interviewing a group of 

second graders, they are very excited to receive the 
bread and wine like the older kids get to and to be-
come better friends with Jesus. Also in the third quar-
ter, second grade received two new students: Zacha-
ry, who is in Mrs. Poster’s class, and Miranda, who is 
in Ms. Anderson’s class! 

The Terrific Third Grade 

Spontaneous Second Grade 

 

Evan L. with his 
“can character”. 



The Fabulously Funky Fourth Grade 

 

By: Rachel T.  
 
 The third quarter was very busy for fourth grade.  The projects that were out on dis-
play for Catholic Schools Week were fabulous.  Some of the projects that were put out on 
display were the fourth graders’ science class organ reports and the models that went with 
them.  Newspapers were filled with pictures and information about themselves.  Finally, both 
the third and fourth grade students created acrostic poems using the word “WINTER.”  They 
have also done “Read Across America.”  “Read Across America” is where a student reads 
for a certain amount of minutes to “get across” America.  There are different stops along the 
way.  Every stop they reach, they get a prize.  The prizes are meant as a reward, but can 
also be used as a motivator for the students that have not yet reached each stop to read 
more.  This encourages them to reach each new destination and receive their prize.  “A lot 
of them have already traveled all the way, and are now heading back on a return trip,” said 
Mrs. Logan.   
 
 Transitions have been a big change 
for the fourth graders.  There is more inde-
pendent work, which makes it so every 
student won’t have the same amount of 
homework.  They will take home whatever 
they did not get done in class as their 
homework.  This means that they will have 
to remember and be responsible for every-
thing that they need to take home in order 
to finish that night’s homework.   
 
 This is also the first year they get to 
have a locker.  This is considered a big tran-
sition from having only a desk to store most 
of their stuff in.  They also have a funky lock-
er where they can store their school supplies.  Another advantage to having a locker is that 
they get to decorate and express themselves on, in, and through it, unlike a desk where 
they normally can’t.  Traveling to different class rooms is also new.  Last year, it was the 
teachers that switched class rooms.  But, this year, the students move, not the teachers.  
For example, Mrs. Logan’s class travels to Mrs. Furlong’s room for math and science, and 
Mrs. Furlong’s class travels to Mrs. Logan’s room for social studies and language.  The 
memorizing of states in social studies, the science organ report project, and long division in 
math have all been challenging things that the fourth graders have had to face this quarter.  
Over all, math seems to be the obvious and overall favorite subject of the fourth graders.  It 
is then followed by language, science, social studies, spelling, and reading.  So, even 
though their third quarter was a little challenging, it was still, without a doubt, fabulously 
funky! 

 

Guest speaker from the I-80 Truck Stop  
discussing transportation. 



By: Lexie R. 
 
 Sixth grade had a very busy third quarter with field trips, 
Catholic Schools Week, and work in their classrooms.  In Janu-
ary, they held a Spelling Bee in their classroom to see who would 
be their finalists for the Parish Center round. Mrs. Nelson said 
that each student tried to do his/her best. During Mrs. Nelson’s classes, she will stop class 
for about two minutes to do what they call brain breaks. During brain breaks, Mrs. Nelson 
tells the students a small exercise to do. Mrs. Woerdehoff, who is also the Spanish teacher, 
likes to surprise sixth grade about what they will be learning in social studies class.  She 
says that it is very different teaching the sixth graders Spanish because they are starting the 
Spanish from the beginning with learning the alphabet sounds.  
 
 The sixth graders were very involved as a class during the third quarter. For Catholic 
Schools Week, they made posters to go along with the theme, danced to Cupid Shuffle as a 
class act at the talent show, and celebrated Mass at Assumption High School with second 
through eighth graders within the diocese. For their Lenten project, the sixth graders are 
working with the students in the ECLC.  They are also working on mythology in language 
and literature. Since Mrs. Woerdehoff is a homeroom teacher this year, it was very different 
and exciting for her to be involved in the activities during Catholic Schools Week. Sixth 
grade also took a field trip to Ridgecrest to celebrate Mass with the residents there. Sixth 
grade had a very busy and exciting third quarter! 

By: Cormic M. 
 
 Fifth Grade had a lot going on in their classes this 
quarter. Although they didn’t go on any field trips, they 
did start Civic Oration for the first time. They also started 
DARE at the end of the quarter, but will be doing more 
with that in the fourth quarter. In case you didn’t know, 
DARE is a program that the fifth graders do every year 
that talks about the things drugs can do to their minds 
and bodies. They didn’t receive any new students over 
winter break, but are still one big family with the students 
they have. The fifth graders that moved on to the Parish 
Center for the Spelling Bee were Julia K., Adam L., Jessi-
ca R., and Pamela M. 
 
 As you know, fifth grade started Civic Oration for 
the first time this quarter. There were many different feelings and opinions about the speech 
contest. Some thought it was hard at first, but then got easier as they got used to it while oth-
ers thought it was easy all the way through. Mrs. Temming focused on “How to use your re-
sources to guide your research.” All and all they thought it was really fun. Good luck to the fifth 
graders and their first time completing Civic Oration. 

Snazzilicious Sixth Grade 

Funtabulous Fifth Grade 

 

Listening to James Zahara from 
WQAD8 discuss weather. 



Spectacular Seventh Grade 

 

By: Carrie P. 
 
 The eighth graders had an exciting third quarter. They prepared 
for Confirmation this quarter by choosing a saint, writing a report on him 
or her, and attending a religious retreat, also known as a NET retreat. 
They also went on a field trip to Assumption High School for “I Have a 
Plan”. The eighth graders have continued to go to Good Samaritan, a 
nursing home, to visit the elders who stay there. In social studies, the 
eighth graders worked on Civil Rights projects. And in language, they 
continued to work on Civic Oration. Also, three eighth grade students, 

Maddy K., Lewis D., and Jillian Y., the eighth grade science fair finalists, went to Assumption 
for the science fair there. Around Catholic Schools Week, the eighth graders started partici-
pating in the chocolate rose fundraiser to raise money for their field trip to Chicago. 
 
 The eighth graders participated in some events during Catholic Schools Week too.  
They did a class act at the talent show which was described by Mrs. Schmitt as a “secret mis-
sion”, which was a flash mob, or when people start randomly dancing.  They also played 
some of the teachers in volleyball during Catholic Schools Week. Unfortunately for the eighth 
graders, they lost. The eighth graders have been great this quarter and we can’t wait to see 
what will happen next quarter for the eighth grade. 

By: Bailey N. 
 
 Mrs. Whelchel’s 7

th
 grade had some fun projects and 

speakers come in this quarter. In social studies, they had a 
speaker from the Excelon come in and talk about alternative en-
ergy sources that the military is using. Following that, they com-
pleted an alternative energy source research project! Another 
project they did in social studies a PowerPoint about the regions 
of the United States. When I asked some seventh graders about 
how they are feeling about being in the second semester now, 
Sophia O. said, “I’m sad but also excited that the year is halfway 
over!”  
 
 Mrs. Bauer’s classes also had a great third quarter. They also got to work on the al-
ternative energy research project, and they did different things that involved Black History 
Month. After going to an in-service with the teacher of the year, Mrs. Bauer started some-
thing with all of her students. Every seventeen minutes she stops the class from what they 
are doing and without talking; they get up and do one minute exercises. Did you know that 
every seventeen minutes, students’ brains get distracted, and by exercising, they are using 
both sides of their brains and it will help them get more focused. “7B is doing great with their 
morning jobs”, Mrs. Bauer said.  According to 7B, they are also enjoying being in the church 
again because they can be more focused. Sounds like both seventh grades have had a 
great third quarter!  

Exciting Eighth Grade 

 

Seventh grade boys 
on Dress Alike Day. 



By: Maddy K. 
 
 The Student Council officers and representatives were hard at work planning vari-
ous activities and events in the third quarter. During Catholic Schools Week, theme days 
included Pajama Day, favorite state or country day, take pride in your uniform day, and 
any colored collared shirt. We had a rainbow of colors on class dress alike day! Later in 
the month, we had red, pink and white day to celebrate Valentine’s Day! Also, at the end 
of that month, there was wacky day, where there were a lot of wacky outfits!   
 
 There were several service projects this quarter. Also during Catholic Schools 
Week, Student Council officers and the eighth grade representatives went and served a 
meal at Café on Vine.  Cormic, an eighth grade representative, said “It was a great expe-
rience to get to see the difference I was making in the lives of the needy.” Tyler, another 
representative, said “It was really fun! I liked being able to see 
how much us being there means to the needy.”  Also in Febru-
ary, students brought in supplies for the animal shelter that 
burnt down. Items included paper towels, food, cat litter, and 
other such supplies.   In art, students in 8S helped fill Mrs. 
Schnell’s SUV completely full. 

By: Ben M. & Cormic M. 
 
 This quarter there are a lot of fun activities in the spe-
cials. First in Spanish the sixth graders are being brought into 
learning with Rosetta Stone; one step at a time. The seventh 
graders were working on Rosetta Stone, after a brief review. In 
computers the seventh graders were practicing keyboarding on 
the typing time program, while using the correct fingering. The 
eighth graders are working on words per minute and accuracy. 
In P.E., Ms. Peterson invented a game which she calls 
“controlled chaos” and had a basketball unit for fourth through 
eighth grade. 
 
 In music, the younger students were learning about in-
struments. Most of the classes were working on musicals and 
composers. The sixth graders wrote reviews on the musical Fid-
dler on the Roof. In band the sixth and seventh graders were 
practicing their individual solos, ensembles, and duets for the solo contest.  JFK band 
students did really well again this year.  The fifth graders were working on music for their 
Assumption music festival. In art, the eighth graders were working on book themed pa-
per mache projects, which will be being displayed in the library.  

Spirited Student Council 

Star-struck Specials 

 

Ryan L. going to shoot 
a basket in PE. 



Sixth grade boys basketball team  Seventh grade boys basketball team 

Eighth grade boys basketball team Seventh grade cheerleaders 

Sixth grade cheerleaders 
Not pictured: Hannah K. 



Spaghetti S
upper! Mass at Assumption! 

Spirit Wear Sale! 

Book Fair! 

Fun D
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ays! 









 

Dear Fred, 

Hello Fred. I have a very serious problem! My dog is absolutely insane. He’s always asking to take my 

car on a joy ride. I’m like NO! He keeps insisting on me giving him the keys. I always say no. I don’t want 

him to die. Or injure another person. He is a very smart dog so I fear he will find the keys. He once found a 

12 year old cookie that was under a slate of wood floor. If anyone will be doing the driving it will be me. 

Please help me, for the sake of my dog. 

 Sincerely, 

 Snoop Dog 

 

 Hello Snoop Dog. I really understand your predicament. I once had a hamster, that’s all. He didn’t 

want to drive but he did steal, actually nothing. I’m just trying to make you feel better about your issue. So 

ummm this could be the only problem I can’t solve. Wait, I GOT IT! You need to sell your car and use a bike 

to get everywhere. SAVE THE EARTH!!! Actually, you could just tell your dog to stop. You could also put 

your keys in a locked shelf and keep that key in a locked shelf and keep that key in a secret place that is 

locked and then keep that key in a bar of soap. 

 Sincerely, 

 Fred 



By.  Josh V. 

Take a guess as to where in the school these pictures are taken! 

1. 

2. 
3. 

4. 

5. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

1. 



9. 
10. 

11. 

12. 13. 

14. 

15. 
16. 



17. 
18. 

19. 20. 

21. 22. 



(Answers will be on the last page of Crusader Chronicle) 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

23. 



1] Ms. Epping’s Room 

2] Mrs. Schnell’s Room 

3] Ms. Peterson’s Gym 

4] Mrs. Winegar’s Room 

5] Mrs. Nagle’s Room 

6] Mrs. Whelchel’s Room 

7] Mrs. Temming’s Room 

8] Mrs. Schott’s Office 

9] Mrs. Furlong’s Room 

10]Mrs. Poster’s Room 

11]Mrs. Nelson’s Room 

12]Mrs. Motto’s Room 

13]Mrs. Bauer’s Room 

14]Mrs. Logan’s Room 

15]Mrs. Schmitt’s Room 

16]Mrs. Jordan’s Room 

17]Mrs. Anderson’s Room 

18]Mrs. Larson’s Room 

19]Mrs. Daniel’s Room 

20]Ms. Wahlig’s Room 

21]Cafeteria/Lunch Line 

22]Mrs. Fox’s Room 

23]Mrs. Vogel’s Room 

24]Music/Band Room 

25]Mrs. Woerdehoff’s Room 

26]Office 

27]Library 

28]Mrs. Youngerman’s Room 

Where Am I? Answers 

Spelling Bee Champion  
Carrie P. 

Ms. Peterson, Mrs. Whelchel, Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Bauer and 
Mrs. Woerdehoff showing their dancing moves during CSW! 


