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By: Claire S. 
 

Dessert Theater was extraordinary!  The eighth graders did a won-
derful job performing in Gone With the Gust and the seventh graders were 
quite entertaining during the pre-show.  Don’t forget the stage crew who 
worked behind the scenes and, of course, the hard work by Mrs. 
Hinchman, Mrs. Hatcher, and Ms. Siefers! 

 
David G., as Rip Page, shared that he had a great time.  Memoriz-

ing his lines was very time-consuming, but he had fun portraying his char-
acter and being as realistic as possible in his acting.  The part of Rip Page 
was exactly the part David was hoping to play because he knew it would 
be fun to perform and it would be remembered by the audience. 

 
As a stage crew helper, Sarah G. said she enjoyed Lester and Es-

ther’s parts most.  When asked what type of play she would enjoy being a 
part of next year, she didn’t hesitate to say “Comedy!” 

 
During the pre-show, the seventh graders re-
ceived hearty laughter for their renditions of “I 
Could Play That Part” and “Give a Lawyer a 
Hug”.  Everyone was able to share in singing, 
dancing, and serving pie and drinks after the 
show. 
 
Everyone agreed the entire weekend was a huge 
success.  The eighth graders will have another 
fun experience to look back on and the seventh 
graders will have the coming year to anticipate 
their turn in the spotlight. 

Crusader Chronicle 

John F. Kennedy Catholic School 
2011-12 Second Quarter Edition 

Gone with the Gust 

Behind the scenes workers! 

Mrs. Hinchman the 

director of all JFK 

plays! 





By: Mercede G. 
 
 A job well done to Mock Trial! All three teams 
competed at regionals, but sadly, only Team X and 
Team Z moved onto State. Team X members con-
sisted of: Jillian Y., Laura O., Lauren O., Lauren F., 
Louis D., Carrie P., Paige P., Peter L., Gabe E., and 
Mercede G. Team Y members consisted of: Alex O., 
Caroline C., Chloe H., Hannah H., Hannah K., Kayla 
M., Marina R., Nick S., and Teagan  T. Team Z 
members consisted of: Ben M., Caitlyn S., Colleen 
M., Connor H., Emily L., Jared G., Joy R., Kyle M., 
and Luke C. Both coaches (Mrs. Grubbs and Mr. 
Goetzinger) are very proud that they competed at re-
gionals on October twenty-ninth. 
 
 Each team definitely practiced long and hard 
for regionals. Mrs. Grubbs and Mr. Goetzinger taught each team the basics for presenting a case in 
front of a judge. When asked what it has taken in former years to make it to state, Mrs. Grubbs re-
plied, “It really takes determination and luck.” Both coaches enjoyed having all three teams and are 
sad that the eighth graders won’t be part of the teams next year.  
 
 There were overwhelming times at regionals, such as: having some people have bigger parts 
to memorize than others. Lauren F. and Jillian Y. agreed that they could have been more prepared 
on memorization. Having both said that they have enjoyed Mock Trial, their favorite part of it would 
have been going to state and having the outcome be the first place in regionals again.  
  
 After another couple weeks of repetition of people’s parts, and it was off to Des Moines. Both 
Connor H. and Kyle M. agreed that they were nervous about how good the other teams that they 
were going to face that afternoon. And when the teams had all said their team prayer, Kyle M. just 
kept remembering what Olivia G. had said to him about being confident. Connor H. was an alternate 
that round, and was able to watch the other witnesses before the trial switched from defense to 

prosecution. The defense argued that Flynn Fletcher only 
gave Isabella the Tussionex (a narcotic, which is danger-
ous for children under two years of age) to make her feel 
better. The Prosecution argued that Flynn Fletcher gave 
the narcotic to Isabella just so he could get some rest. 
 
 After the trials were over, both of the teams headed 
for the awards ceremony. There were two people who won 
individual medals. Carrie P. won outstanding attorney, and 
Luke C. won outstanding witness. Congratulations to both 
of you on your awards! Also, Team Z won sixth place out 
of thirty-two schools. An amazing job to both teams for 
their participation at state.  

The Marvelous Mock Trial 

Team Z and their sixth place trophy! 

Photo submitted by Mrs. Lemons 

Mock Trial state participants  

with Mrs. Grubbs 

Photo submitted by Mrs. Lemons 



By: Maddy K. 
 
 If you like science, you’ll love Science Fair! The Science Fair was a great 
success this year. It is a project that all seventh and eighth graders are required 
to complete. They choose a topic, of their choice, to test and to answer their 

problem question, then go through the steps of the scientific method and present their findings.  
 
 This year’s Science Fair was held on November 29

th
 and 30

th
 in the Parish Center. Mrs. 

Nagle said, “Science Fair teaches students problem solving techniques and the steps to solve a 
problem.”  Each project is graded and judged based on a rubric which rates creativity in topics, de-
tailed and controlled experiments, large sample sizes, and adequate research. It is judged by JFK 
teachers and Mr. Steimle. Six students, three from seventh and three from eighth, moved on to the 
next round this year, which will be held at Assumption High School on February 10

th
, 2012. Con-

gratulations to 7
th
 grade winners Peter L., Mallory O., and John G.  Congratulations also go to our 

8
th
 grade winners:  Louis D., Jillian Y., and Maddy K.  

 
 Science Fair was a large part of the students’ second quarter grades, and equivalent to two 
whole test scores; that’s a lot! Parents took part in Science Fair also by helping their child brain-
storm topic ideas and monitoring the experiment.  
 
 I asked a few students what their Science Fair project was this year. Carmen B.’s experiment 
was “How accurately can a mother detect the smell of her own daughter’s clothing?” Abby J. said 
her project was “Are personalities hereditary?” They both prepared for several months. Carmen said 
her favorite part “was learning the answers to our everyday questions.” Abby J.’s favorite part was 
“getting to choose our own topics.” Sounds like a lot of fun right?! Bridget P. from sixth grade said 
that the projects looked cool. Also, “I’m excited to do it next year!”  Maybe you will do an experiment 
with fire, or water, or colors when you’re in seventh and eighth grades!  

Splendid Science Fair 

Exceptional ECLC 

By: Carmen B.  
 
 While everyone was hard at work this quarter, so was ECLC. They said their favorite prayer 
that they have learned is the snack prayer. They pray this prayer everyday at snack time. Mrs. Fox 
and Mrs. Turnquist said the kids also enjoyed learning about Thanksgiving including pilgrims and 
pumpkins. Among other things they learned about math skills having to do with pumpkins such as, 
counting the seeds in a single pumpkin. ECLC also has a letter of the week. Each week they learn 
about a new letter of the alphabet.  
 
 Some lighter subjects, on the other hand, were favorite games, food, and fictional characters. 
Their favorite characters were Iron Man, the Incredible Hulk, Kung Fu Panda, Spiderman, Scooby-
Doo, and this new sensational character, Gumball. Outside they enjoy going down the slide, playing 
tag, and playing a classic game of hide and seek. The most common favorite pets were dogs, cats, 
and frogs.  Their favorite foods were mainly spaghetti, Mac n’ Cheese, pumpkins, French fries, piz-
za, corn, and pie.  Although they have many things they wanted for Christmas, here were the top 
five: unicorn and war costumes, robots, a pony, Transformers, and a Nerf gun. The kids enjoyed 
participating in a Christmas Program singing joyful songs to parents and students of JFK.   



By: Bailey N. 
 
 Sounded like the second quarter was fun for the 
preschoolers! Some exciting things they have been 
doing are working on different letters like “C” and “M”. 
They also talked about Thanksgiving and did projects 
related to Thanksgiving. Their class even made a big 
turkey together and put it out in the hall. The pre-
schoolers also went on a fun field trip to the pumpkin 
patch where they had a great time! Another fun 
Thanksgiving activity that they did was a Thanksgiving 
feast when they dressed up as pilgrims and Indians. 
For the winter holidays, the preschoolers put on a pro-
gram, which kept them very busy practicing all of the 
fun things that they did in the program. Both classes were able to enjoy special holiday-themed 
“centers” where they were able to participate in different activities! 
 
 In October, the preschoolers went to the pumpkin patch and had a great time. Nora R. said 
that her favorite part of going to the pumpkin patch was picking a pumpkin. Adeline A.’s favorite part 
was seeing all of the animals and Caleb C.’s favorite thing they did was ride on the awesome trac-
tor. They also recently got to come to school dressed up in their costumes for Halloween. Some of 
these costumes included a pink fairy, a transformer, and a mermaid. The preschoolers contributed 
by wrapping baby items and donating them to area agencies.  
 
 Preschool is pretty exciting, but the favorite part of the day for Addison, Gaby, and Lauren is having 
snack time. They also enjoy playing things like house, building train tracks, and going outside. They 
do other fun things during the day also like color different pictures with markers and crayons, read 
books, play, and do fun art projects.  The preschoolers had a fun second quarter because they have 
been able to do an assortment of enjoyable things! 

Playful Preschool 

Stockings made by the 

3-year-old preschool 

class 

Mrs. Jordan’s 3 year-old class with their  

parents making stockings 

Gobble, gobble!  A turkey greeted you in 

the hallway! 



By: David G. 
 
 The two kindergarten classes had a ton of fun and gained new 

knowledge this quarter. Both classes were excited about the specials, P.E., art, and music, they 
continue to enjoy. In their classes, they have been reading, learning about letters, sounds, and have 
to learn thirty words. A few of the kids said that their favorite things to do in class are reading, listen-
ing, and counting. For a few students, it is hard adjusting, but for the others, they understand it clear-
ly. 
  
 Both Mrs. Winegar and Mrs. Motto’s class made holiday decorations. For their Advent project, 
they collected supplies for the Marine Moms. They’ve worked really hard in their classes. They love 
to read, write, count, and do things that involve holidays. Their favorite parts of kindergarten are hav-
ing lunch, doing homework, and coloring. What kid doesn’t like to color? They also love science and, 
of course, their specials. 
  
 The kindergarteners were very excited about their field trip to the Children’s Play at Saint Am-
brose. Even though school is tough, they are having loads of fun!  

By: Liz H. 
 
 There were two first graders from Mrs. Youngerman’s class that answered five questions for 
me. What was the best Christmas gift you had ever received? Michael M. said his remote control 
shark was his favorite because it is really big, he plays with it a lot, and it’s fun.  Kayla D. said her 
favorite was a bag that she had received from her cousin.  She loved this gift because it comes in 
handy, she uses if for all her clothes and other things. 
 
 The second question was:  What was fun about the pumpkin patch? Michael M. said he liked 
the dark tube, but Kayla D. didn’t because she couldn’t find her way out. She said her favorite part 
was being able to pick out her own pumpkin because she loves pumpkins and she didn’t have any at 
her house.  Both students agreed they enjoyed first grade and were looking forward to second 
grade. 
 
 I asked the first grade teachers, Miss Epping and Mrs. Youngerman, some questions also. I 
asked about their Advent service project.  The first graders colored smiles and gave them to nursing 
home residents.  When asked about the new construction, both teachers were very happy with the 
construction improvements and appreciated no more noise.    
 
 First graders went on a field trip December 9th to watch the chil-
dren’s musical, Dakota Jones and the Search for Atlantis, at St. Ambrose. 
The students were very excited to share that had just written their first story 
and learned about the life cycle of butterflies with pasta noodles. Sounds 
fun right?  Another fun activity was estimating and then actually digging out 
and counting how many pumpkin seeds were in a pumpkin.  First grade:  
you are amazing!  

Krazy Kindergarten 

Fabulous First Grade 



By: Abby J. 
 
 The second grade has had a very productive year so far! They went on a field trip to the St. 
Ambrose play in December. Both classes have had a lot of fun this year and are doing great in their 
classes. Everyone really enjoyed reading, P.E., and working on a program in music. 
 
 The kids in Miss Anderson’s class had a very interesting Halloween. Costumes ranged from 
the classic witch and vampire to the Smurfs and even Simon from Alvin and the Chipmunks! Mrs. 
Poster’s class had their fair share of amazing costumes also. There were sharks, knights, and even 
a Zhu Zhu Pet! 
 
 Everyone was excited for Thanksgiving, and second grade was no exception. Everyone 
planned to have fun with their families. They had decorated and colored their classroom with color-
ful, beautiful turkeys and scarecrows.  The kids hung fantastic colored orange pumpkins in their win-
dows for Halloween.  
 
 For their Advent project, the second grade sponsored two children; this included buying 
clothes, educational toys, and other things. Each child donated two dollars to help sponsor the chil-
dren. To earn these two dollars, the children were assigned household chores and to be kind to 
everyone. They had a lot of fun helping kids around their own age this holiday season of giving.  

Scintillating Second Grade!  

Miss Anderson’s web of spiders!!! 

Mrs. Poster’s class posing with their hats they 

made for Thanksgiving! 



By: Cormic M. 
 

The third grade had a ton of exciting things this quar-
ter. They took the Iowa Assessments (formerly ITBS), en-
joyed holiday celebrations, and their favorite thing:  new 
classrooms! They were all really excited about their new 
rooms. The part they seemed most excited about was the fact that they now have lockers. They said 
it is a lot bigger and they get to see outside. Apart from hanging out in their new rooms, they went on 
a field trip. They went to St. Ambrose to see Dakota Jones in the Search for Atlantis.  I also heard 
they liked book reports; the book reports are fun and advances their reading levels. They have also 
done many experiments like planting seeds in rubber gloves. They are also performed an engaging 
Christmas program called A Miracle in Bethlehem.  

 
 I asked what they liked about third grade and many were very excited about the new 

interactive whiteboards. They are new to this unique way of doing things, so they are taking it slow 
and just trying to learn as much as they can. The third graders were very excited. They want to see 
all the new features that the whiteboard has. They couldn’t wait to try out the new options. 

 
 The third graders learned a lot about Thanksgiving. They watched and learned about 

pilgrims and made turkeys. They had a lot of fun doing all of their Thanksgiving activities but they 
were even more excited for Christmas. They did an Advent Project and many other small things. 
They learned the REAL meaning of Christmas in religion class. 

 
 When the third graders aren’t busy learning, they like to have a ton of fun at recess 

and lunch. At recess some of the favorites are football, kickball, or just walking around and talking 
with friends. They all said no matter what they play they all have fun.  During lunch they like to talk 
with friends and eat amazing food. They all like different school lunches, but among the favorites are 
chicken strips, chicken nuggets, and pizza. The third grade had a great second quarter and we hope 

they have a better third quarter! Mrs. Vogel’s 
class motto is “Lets pray, play, and learn all 
day”,  that says a lot about the third grade 
classes. 

Terrific Third Grade 

Miss Wahlig’s third grade 

class working hard! 



By: Mallory O. 
 
 The fourth graders have been busy, busy, busy! So far, academically, the fourth grade has 
been doing great. “They are doing very well,” Mrs. Logan says. “They are very organized and are 
learning new responsibilities.” All of the fourth graders agree that they feel that they did well on Io-
wa Assessments (formally ITBS).  
 
 In social studies, they learned the capi-
tals of the states. After they completed this, 
they started the state project. The state project 
is when a student chooses a state to research 
and study. For math, they perfected their skills 
on multiplication and division. In language, they 
were working on nouns, verbs, and soon ad-
verbs. Lastly, in science they have received 
information for the organ projects and will start 
them soon.     
 
 Both of the fourth grade teachers were 
glad to move out of the mobiles last quarter. Mrs. Furlong says that she likes all the space that her 
new room provides. Mrs. Logan said that the mobile was cozy but she’s not going to miss it. The 
whole fourth grade enjoys the new music room as well. They told me that they think the new chairs 
are really cool! This quarter, the fourth graders enjoyed math, volleyball, and of course, snow! 
 

 The fourth grade was preparing for the New Roman Missal also. They 
were using a hand out that shows the old translations and the new ones to 
practice. They also put some thought into Advent. This year, the students 
brought in money and the teachers bought a gift for the ribbon tree. Wow, 
fourth grade sounds like they have had a big second quarter! 

Fascinating Fourth Grade Facts 



By: Lexie R. 
 
Fifth grade had a very busy second quarter! They went on field trips, had visi-
tors come in and talk to them, and worked very hard in their classrooms.  The 
fifth graders went on three field trips this quarter. They went to Ridgecrest to 
have Mass with the residents there, went to Saint Ambrose and met their Bee 
Buddies, and went to the Festival of Trees to sing Christmas songs.   
 
On December 5, 2011 the fifth graders went to Saint Ambrose and met their 
Bee Buddies for the first time. Their Bee Buddies are students at Saint Am-

brose that they exchanged letters with weekly. During their visit to Saint Ambrose, they met their 
Bee Buddies and then ate lunch with them at the cafeteria. 

 
In the classroom, they worked on many different things. In math, 

they worked on multiplying and dividing whole numbers and decimals.  In 
social studies, they also worked on the Revolutionary War and the French 
and Indian War. They have also been working on writing paragraphs with 
main ideas, supporting details, and a concluding sentence. This will later 
help them once they begin Civic Oration. In science, each student created 
an animal adaption game. Mr. Nagle also came in and taught the fifth 
graders Junior Achievement. The 5T homeroom also offered to work on 
the Gala article this quarter.  

 
Fifth grade has also worked on some projects as a class. They 

worked on their Advent project and their Gala project. For their Advent 
project, they brought in baby clothing for Birth Right. For their class Gala 
project they put their thumbprints in paint, put it on a frame, and then Mad 
Potter turned their fingerprints into balloons. 5T and KW combined to pre-
sent a wonderful Our Lady of Guadalupe service for us.  

 
The fifth graders have many unique qualities. Mrs. Temming said 

that they are enthusiastic learners and they enjoy recess. Mrs. Larson said 
that they love performing, love to read, and are very creative. Surely all of 
these qualities will help the fifth graders do well on Civic Oration next quar-
ter! 

Fantastic Fifth Grade 

Anna N. singing at the 

Festival of Trees 



By: Christina F. 

 

 The sixth graders were pretty busy this quarter! In literature, they com-
pleted a novel study of the book Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan. They 
also worked on reading strategies. In religion, students had the opportunity to 
teach the class and some groups did puppet shows or made board game for 
their Epistles projects. For music, the students rehearse Christmas songs to 
sing at the Festival of Trees. Mrs. Nelson said her favorite thing about teach-
ing is seeing the ideas that the students come up with and how creative they 
are. Mrs. Woerdehoff said her favorite part about teaching is the excitement of 
traveling so she sees different students throughout the day.  

  

 6N helped KW with some projects and 6W helped KM.  They also read books with them. 
The sixth graders are focusing on their note taking and organizational skills this semester. They are 
also working on improving their writing skills. Both of the sixth grade teachers said that the advice 
they would give for developing good study habits is be consistent, make sure you are organized, 
and learn to become independent. The sixth grade Advent project was with the Snacks for Back-
packs program in which the students donated food to a partnering elementary school who will dis-
tribute it when low-income/poverty children need it the most.   

  

 Mrs. Nelson said while on her maternity leave, she enjoyed spending time with her boys. 
She said it is a balancing act trying to get stuff done for teaching and taking care of her new baby. 
Mrs. Woerdehoff said that her new classroom is nice and spacious. Both of the teachers said that 
the school year is going! Hope it stays that way sixth grade! 

Super Sixth Grade 

Ethan E. reading a book in 

Mrs. Winegar’s class Megan O., Mareena R., Emily S.,  

Blaire W., Lindsay S., and Alexis W. at 

the Festival of Trees bear tree 



By: Josh V. 

 

I asked a few seventh grade students and their teachers what they thought about this year’s 
seventh grade class, and I obtained some great answers. When asked if he liked subbing for Mrs. 
Whelchel, Mr. Flathman said yes, although he said the students missed her.  Mrs. Whelchel said 
she was glad to be back and adjusting to her new responsibilities. Both Mrs. Whelchel and Mr. 
Flathman said that the students had mixed feeling about the new curriculum for math. The students 
said that they liked it, but it was much harder. Mrs. Whelchel said, although it is challenging, her 
students are keeping up with it. Later, I asked about projects mainly in social studies, she said they 
were doing a project on interest, and an alternative energy project. In math they are working on in-
tegers, and they have been working on TenMarks, an internet resource that helps the students 
study. 

 

When asked, Mrs. Bauer said that her class had enjoyed reading the stories in seventh 
grade literature, especially Names Ñombres and Thank-you M'am. Both teachers also said that the 
students were excited about the visitors who came in: Mrs. Whelchel's dad to talk about nuclear 
power and Mrs. Ripslinger, who shared her experiences finishing the New York City Marathon. 
Mrs. Bauer said her students were also excited about serving pie and singing for Dessert Theater, 
and being off stage for the eighth grade play. They really liked the songs they sang that went along 
with the play. They said they have been very busy with all the service projects they were doing, in-
cluding babysitting, Jason's Box, and helping with the Pumpkin Run. They were also consuming 
their time with Science Fair. They had so much fun for their first time. Overall both teachers and 
students have been super busy and have been having fun. 

Super-Duper Seventh Grade 

Mrs. Ripslinger discussing her training for  

and running in the New York City Marathon 
Colleen M. and Caitlin S. looking  

at science fair projects 



By: Caitlin S. and Jared G. 
 

This year’s eighth grade class has grown to 35!  Both of the teachers, Mrs. Schmitt and Mrs. 
Nagle, love their homerooms this year and in past years.  Let us tell you, these teachers really care 
about their students. Mrs. Nagle teaches eighth grade science and Mrs. Schmitt teaches eighth 
grade language, literature, and religion for 8S.  In science, they are learning about chemistry.  Mrs. 
Nagle says she loves chemistry so she also enjoys doing it as much as the kids do!  Both of the 
homerooms are fun and energetic. They all care about each other, which is something everyone 
should hope to see. The eighth graders worked so hard on this year’s drama production and it 
showed.  Gone With the Gust was entertaining and had a hilarious cast of characters. 

 
Being in eighth grade means having a fun time, but it also means being responsible too!  8S 

finished their visits with the residents at Good Samaritan and 8N will begin their visits in January.  
Kaitlyn A., Dominic M., and Mallory K. say that Good Samaritan was a very regarding experience 
as they shared time playing games and even eating candy and different desserts.  Vocations Day 
was also a fun time.  The eighth Advent grade service project provided winter outerwear donations 
for World Relief to support refugees living here in the Quad Cities. 

Extravagant Eighth Grade 

More Gone with the Gust 

pictures 



By: Carrie P. and Rachel T. 

  

All the bands were super busy this quarter. Why? Every band was getting prepared for the winter 
concert and working tirelessly. Some of the pieces that were performed include: a sixth grade piece, 
“Who Let the Elves Out?”, for the fifth grade pieces included “Jingle Bells” and “Jolly Old Saint Nich-
olas” and one piece from the seventh and eighth grade band, “Emerald Point Overture.” Besides the 
Christmas concert, there were a lot more exciting things for band students.  Sixth grade had their 
Band Festival event, fifth grade had theirs, and then eighth grade is going in April to see the Blue 
Man Group perform in Chicago. The bands were also learning some new things, especially the fifth 
grade band, who was learning new notes and rhythms, how to play in a round and learned eighth 
notes. There were also honor band opportunities for the seventh and eighth grade students, which 
included SEIBA which will occur later on in the year and St. Ambrose Honor Band. Students in 
grades 6th through 8th will be participating in Solo Fest which happens sometime in February. There 
was also butter braid and Happy Joe’s cards fundraising going on. Overall, Mrs. Hatcher said the 
bands did extremely well this quarter. Good work band!  Special congratulations to the St. Ambrose 
Honor Band participants Carmen B., Maddy K., Lauren L., and Tyler Z. 

 

 Music isn’t made only by the band!  In every grade, both classes have music class twice per week. 
Mrs. Hinchman and Mrs. Hatcher are both very busy throughout the year.  Kindergarten through 
fourth grade and the seventh and eighth graders have Mrs. Hinchman as their music teacher, while 
fifth and sixth graders have Mrs. Hatcher.  

    

   The kindergarten, first, and second graders’ Christmas program was about American traditions. 
The third and fourth grades performed “Miracle on Bethlehem Street.”  This was a very heartwarm-
ing show that definitely sure to put everyone in the Christmas spirit.  It was about an innkeeper 
named “Benjamin”(Vincent T.), who learned, with a little help from his wife “Rachel” (Kealan S.), his 
daughter “Sarah” (Leah H.), his employees, and many others, that you don’t need to have the most 
expensive rooms, or the biggest, flashiest signs in town, or even the inn that only the most important 
people stay at.  How you treat others is really what is truly important in life.  The fifth and sixth grad-
ers performed at the Festival of Trees and worked on their unit, “The Nutcracker.”  The seventh and 
eighth grade students were doing their normal music units after just having finished the large fall 
Dessert Theater production, “Gone with the Gust.” 

     

      When asked, “How did you think that Dessert Theater went?”  Mrs. Hinchman replied, 
“Fabulous!  I was pleased with both the seventh and eighth grade classes.  Seventh grade did a 
WONDERFUL job of getting the audience excited for the play.  And the eighth grade delivered 
WONDERFUL performances each and every time.  The Dessert Theater is VERY special because 
every student is showcased!” 

 

     Isn’t it hard to believe that Mrs. Hatcher has been teaching Music and Band here at JFK for five 
years already?  What’s even harder to believe is that Mrs. Hinchman has taught here for 17 years!   
We are very fortunate to have such talented and dedicated music, band, and drama instructors.  We 
are equally blessed to be enriched by JFK’s strong music, drama, and band programs and opportu-
nities.   

Merry Music and Band 



By:  Rachel T. 

 

 “Ms. P!” This is all you will hear coming from the kids in the gym if 
you’re walking through the halls of JFK.  Many different things go on in 
P.E. each day.  Kindergarteners and first graders are learning about spa-
tial awareness, balancing, fitness, loco motor skills, and eye-hand coordi-
nation. Second graders are focusing on cooperative learning and eye-
hand coordination, as well.  The third grade classes are playing basket-
ball and pickle ball, while the fourth through eighth grade classes

 
are try-

ing to master volleyball and basketball.  

  

 When asked about the students’ favorite units, Ms. Peterson re-
plied, “From what I see, the lower (K-3

rd
) grades’ favorite units throughout the year are throwing 

and catching, and pickle ball. The upper (4
th
-8

th
) grades’ favorite units throughout the year are bas-

ketball and badminton. As a kid, any unit was my favorite; I just loved P.E.!  I always had fun, while 
improving my health!  Volleyball and pickle ball are my favorite two units to teach now because vol-
leyball is fun to play, I still play it today, and pickle ball is like tennis.” 

 

 “While in high school and college, I played two of the sports that I now teach units on. These 
sports included basketball and volleyball.  I also played softball.” Ms. P. said. “Volleyball and soft-
ball were the two main sports I played.  I now suffer arthritis in my ankles, from all my years of be-
ing a catcher in softball, and also a stress fracture in my right foot that won’t heal!” 

 

 Ms. P. is looking forward to the day when there are locker-rooms because it would reduce 
changing time. Kids would also have had more space to change and put on their gym clothes, and 
they wouldn’t have had to spend class time putting their school clothes in their lockers before get-
ting started each day. 

 

 Ms. P. really likes her new office. She 
said, “It’s wonderful!  I am able to get out of 
my dusty equipment room, and have my own 
area to complete my school and Athletic Di-
rector work.”  Being the P.E. teacher at JFK is 
Ms. Peterson’s first full-time teaching position 
out of college.  She is already in her third year 
here and the students love her. 

Physical Physical P.E. 

Kindergarteners playing with  

the large parachute in class 



By: Anna B. and Joy R. 
 
 This quarter, there were a lot of exciting things going on in the sports program. Girls volley-
ball started and there was an awesome turn-out for the sixth, seventh, and eighth grade teams! All 
of the teams were very anxious to start.  
 

The sixth grade volunteer high school student coaches were Monica C., Tessa D., and Kath-
erine C supervised by Mrs. Crosby. They expected to have a fun year and hoped that the girls 
would learn many new volleyball skills throughout the season. The sixth graders came off with a 
strong start and won their first game.   

 
The coach for the seventh grade “white jersey” team is Brian M. They did well and have im-

proved very much. The coaches for the seventh grade “green jersey” team were Mrs. O’Brien and 
Cheyanne H, a volunteer high school student from North High School. They also improved greatly 
and enjoyed playing together.   

 
The coaches for the eighth grade “green jersey’s” team are Mrs. Bauer and Mary N., a vol-

unteer high school student from Assumption High School. The eighth grade “white jersey” team’s 
coach is Mr. Yackley. The opposing teams in the Catholic Schools League are St. Paul’s, All 
Saints, St. Joe’s, and Lourdes, all very skilled and competitive teams. The seventh and eighth 
grade teams started off slowly but picked up after the season continued and are became more and 
more successful.  

 
Volleyball has been a great sport for many girls to be involved in! In fact, most are planning 

to play a lot more in the future. A large majority of girls from each grade are playing volleyball this 
year and Ms. P. is glad to have them all participate. Coming up next in the sports program is the 
volleyball tourney results 6-8

th
 boy’s basketball! 

Score for Sports 

Sixth grade girls volleyball in a huddle. 

Photo submitted by Mr. & Mrs. Obenauf 



By: Carmen B. 
 
 Art is off to a great start this year. Students at JFK in grades first through 
sixth are doing a project called create a cover contest. It is for the Magic School 
Bus where students must create a cover with an original idea for the next book. It 
will include science, literature, and social studies topics. Seventh graders on the 
other hand will be doing a point of view project reflecting on their point of view using mixed media 
(using different materials like crayon and watercolor) to promote self expression in art work. The 
eighth graders made pictures of their favorite scene or character in the play. 
 
 I also took some time to ask Mrs. Schnell about her own art. When I asked her what inspired 
her to become an artist she said she always enjoyed creating things and experimenting with mate-
rials. It wasn’t until high school though, that she realized she could have a career in art. Mrs. 
Schnell also says that her favorite artist is Chuck Close because he overcame challenges and is 
persistent. She thinks that perspective drawing is the hardest concept to master. This is because it 
requires a lot of practice to use it accurately. Overall, she thought that students enjoy painting, pas-
tels, and clay. She herself prefers to use acrylic paint and ebony pencil. Thank you Mrs. Schnell 
and keep up the great work.  

Artfully Artistic 

Hungry for the Hunger Drive 
By: Colleen M. and Ben M. 
 

This year’s Student Hunger Drive has been better than ev-
er, with a collection of 4,582 cans. According to Ms. Wahlig, this 
year had such a great turn out. Mrs. Logan’s class collected the 
most cans for K-5

th
 grades, which was 518 cans. She said that a 

couple of girls wrote letters to their neighbors asking them to make a donation for the Hunger Drive. 
Mrs. Logan didn’t even have to prompt them! Out of the 6

th
-8

th
 grade group, Mrs. Woerdehoff’s 

class collected the most with 824. Mrs. Woerdehoff offered her 
class an incentive that, if they brought in 800 cans, she would give 
them a pizza party. Lucky for them, they reached their goal and 
beyond! Good job sixth grade! 
 
 Mrs. Schnell told us that this year’s Hunger Drive was just 
fantastic! JFK has always done a great job with the Hunger Drive. 
But it isn’t about the jeans day, it’s about helping those who are in 
need. According to Mrs. Schnell, “The focus should be on those in 
need, but it is nice to get rewarded for deeds. Specific rewards 
change to make it fun.” Congrats to 4L and 6W. 

The wall of boxes from 6W! 



By: Tyler Z. 
 
 JFK's Student Council was very busy this quarter helping out JFK. In the month of October, 
Student Council sponsored a canned food drive. Our school collected cans and other nonperisha-
ble food items to go to the Student Hunger Drive. We helped Assumption High School by donating 
our collection to go to their cause in the city-wide "Student Hunger Drive". Student Council Presi-
dent, Mallory K., said that the food drive was a great success. JFK alone collected 4,582 food 
items.   
 
 Another thing Student Council sponsors at the beginning of every year is Red 
Ribbon Week. This is a week when all students, staff, and faculty at JFK wears rib-
bons on their shirts that have a clever saying about not doing drugs. This year's 
motto was, “Team Up Against Drugs”. Going along with this motto, students were 
able to wear their favorite sports team apparel on October 19. All the students 
thought that this was a great, fun day! 
 

 In the month of November, Student Council's theme day and ser-
vice project were combined into one awesome day. November 10

th
 was "Color For A 

Cause" day. If students brought in one dollar they could dress up in one or a combina-
tion of six colors. Each of these colors represented a certain cause or organization. Red 
stood for heart health, green represented the environment, pink was for cancer, orange 
was for animals, yellow was for troops, and blue represented child abuse. Over $400 
was raised, and $74 was donated to the following organizations: Living Lands and Wa-
ters, American Red Cross, St. Jude's Children's Hospital, Scott County Humane Socie-

ty, Bethany Home, and the American Heart Association. This was another popular day sponsored 
by Student Council.  
 
 JFK Student Council also has a supply store. The store is run by the Student Council offic-
ers and teacher advisors. All kinds of fun pencils, pens, and erasers are sold for the student's use. 
All items are priced under two dollars. 
 
 At Student Council meetings, a representative from every homeroom, the officers, and the 
teacher advisors all meet in the art room. They first discuss “Old News” which is usually how ser-
vice projects and theme days went and if they were successful. Then they move on to “New News”. 
They discuss theme days and service projects. Ideas are suggested by all in attendance and are 
then voted on by the representatives. The officers take the winning ideas to discuss with Mr. Steim-
le. The ideas are then accepted or revised and a note is sent home to all, informing them of the up-
coming events.  
 
 Elected at the beginning of the school year were the Student Council officers. This year's 
officers are Mallory K. (President), Emma N. (Vice-President), Lauren F. (Secretary), and Jillian Y. 
(Treasurer). If you have any ideas for theme days or service projects, be sure to tell your classroom 
representative and he or she should bring it up at the meeting. Also, the Student Council is super-
vised by two teacher advisors. Again this year, Ms. Wahlig and Mrs. Schnell are those advisors. 
We thank them for all their dedication and support to Student Council.  

Student Council 



By: Jasmine H. 
 
 The Pumpkin Run was great this year. There were 
kids running around everywhere having so much fun, playing 
lots of games, and having the time of their lives.  
 
 I’m hoping that most people know who the great Mr. 
Ripslinger is? He is the man in the pumpkin hat, as the 
younger kids refer to him. I was very grateful to be able to 
interview Mr. Ripslinger because I was able to get the total 
scoop on the history of the Pumpkin Run. He said that it all 

started back in 1990 and, besides the run itself, it was a pumpkin decorating contest which was 
judged by Mr. Mike Mickle (of KWQC TV Channel 6 at the time). Also, the founder of Bix @ Six, 
Nancy Kapheim, was there to help out too! 
 
I asked Mr. Ripslinger a wanted answer by everybody….. What is the story behind the infamous 
and laughable pumpkin hat? Mr. Ripslinger answered, “I am not sure where it came from but, it has 
been a tradition for over 20 years.” Can you believe that! 20 YEARS! “It’s one of a kind and has 
caused many laughs. But, I know they really would love to be wearing it themselves!”  
Lastly, Mr. Ripslinger said, “My favorite part about the Pumpkin Run is watching the preschoolers 
and kindies run. For many of them, it is their first race. We try to make it fun for the younger kids, 
not competitive. They seem to get so excited to run when the crowd is cheering them on. Seeing 
their smiles and excitement is a big reason why I love to do this every year!” 
 
Next, I interviewed my own dad, Brock H. My dad has been helping Mr. Ripslinger direct the Pump-
kin Run for about seven years. At the 2005 Pumpkin Run, Mr. Ripslinger couldn’t make it so he 
turned to my dad. I asked my him what it was like to take the place of the historical Mr. Ripslinger 
and wear the well-known pumpkin hat. He said, “I was worried and nervous at the time because I 
wanted to do a good job and I was especially nervous because I was taking on a tradition of direct-
ing the races and most importantly…..Wearing the pumpkin hat.” 
After that year of helping with the Pumpkin Run, my dad and Mr. Ripslinger tag- teamed the job. I 
asked my dad, “What is it like to be a part of Pumpkin Run history?” He answered, “It has been 
great and really fun and I’ve had a blast every year. It is so rewarding to see all the kids run each 
year. One of my most favorite things about the Pumpkin Run is always the start of the race be-
cause this is when the kids are really excited and are ready to go!” 
 
Finally, I interviewed the most important part of the Pumpkin Run….. THE RACERS! I asked the 
group of younger kids what they liked most about the Pumpkin Run. I received many different an-
swers: actually running the race and running with friends, playing all the fun games and ghost bowl-
ing.  The most popular answer was going through the haunted hallway. This year, we didn’t have a 
haunted house, we had a haunted hallway! Most of the brave children I interviewed entered daring-
ly with the lights OFF! Then I asked what they felt like when they were at the starting line when the 
race was about to begin. Anna S. from Mrs. Poster’s class said, “I was really nervous and worried 
because I didn’t want to get in last place but I was still happy to be with my friends!” The Pumpkin 
Run was such a success this year and I can’t wait until next year! 

Pumpkin Run 



By: 5T 
 
 The Gala was great success!  The OLV/JFK Gala was 
held on November 18

th
 at the Radisson Hotel in downtown 

Davenport. It started at 6:00 PM and ended at 11:00 PM. Mrs. 
Susie Scordato and Mrs. Juli Wadle-Bartels believed there 
were many reasons why people had a great time at the Gala. 
 
 The Gala is the biggest fundraising event held at OLV/
JFK.  One source of money comes from the ticket sales.  This 
year, a ticket was $35.00 per person.  A ticket provided a per-
son with dinner, beverages, and dessert.  Another way the Ga-
la raises money is by having a silent auction and a live auction.   
 
 Over 100 items were  auctioned off during the evening.  
Some of the items auctioned included an iPad, a trip to Lego-
land, a vacation to a lake house in Wisconsin, and a party 
package for an event at Modern Woodman Park.  Every class 
had an item in the silent auction.  Since starting over 11 years 
ago, the Gala has raised over $200,000 for our parish’s educa-
tional needs and renovations of the existing facilities.  Some of 
the projects supported by the Gala include the media center 
and school restrooms, security updates, and professional growth of teachers. 

 
 Did you want to attend this year’s Gala?  There is still time to 
purchase the calendar raffle tickets! Parents attend the Gala without 
their children to enjoy an evening of socializing with other parents 
and parish members.  Most people wore dress-up clothes, fancy 
suits, or dresses.   Many people, like Mrs. Wadle-Bartels, thought it 
was exciting to see the creative ways people came up with to raise 
money for the school and the church.  Many people were involved 
with the Gala because it is a good way to contribute their time, tal-
ents, and treasures to the church. As Mrs. Scordato says, “The Gala 
is always a good time.” 

Up, Up, and Away!  The 2011 OLV/JFK Gala 

Up, Up, and Away was this 

years theme! 



This is a new addition to the Crusader Chronicle this quarter.  

It features the Chronicle student editors, Cormic M. and Tyler Z,  
asking a question to the students and staff of JFK. 

 

The BIG Question: “What is your favorite school lunch???” 

 

The Responses 

“Chicken Strips, because they are tender and delicious!” …………………..Kaitlyn A., 8S 
 
“Popcorn Chicken, because I like the little-size and the ketchup.”…………..Travis B., 8S 
 
“Grilled Chicken Taco, because I get my friend’s too.”……………………..Lauren F., 8N 
 
“Taco in a bag!”……………………………………………………….Xavier S., 6N 
 
“Beef Sundae.”………………………………………………………..Austin A., 5L 
 
“Macaroni & Cheese”………………………………………………….Braden A., 2A 
 
“Egg and Cheese Omelet” ……………………………………………….Leah Z., 3V 
 
“Chicken nuggets” ……………………………………………………...Cayden M., 3W 
 
“Mashed Potatoes, because they are so buttery, fluffy, and delicious.” ……...Cormic M. 8N 
 
 “Taco in a bag.”……………………………………………………Ms. Peterson, P.E. Teacher 
 
“Macaroni and Cheese.”…………………………………………….Mrs. Schnell, Art Teacher 
 
“Quesadillas.”…………………………………………………..Mrs. Schott, School Counselor 



 

Dear Fred the Great, 

 

 Hi! Hi! Hi! I could really use some advice. For some reason everyday at 3:02 my 

shoe bites me in the ear. I have no idea why. I’ve tried feeding it cucumbers, but it did-

n’t like them. How was I supposed to know my shoe only liked zucchinis? I read it in a 

“Curing-a-Shoe-Biting-Your-Ear-Problem-for-Dummies” book. That’s exactly what it 

said: “Feed it cucumbers”. I could really use some help on this. Thanks. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Mr. Mustard 

 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Mustard, 

 

 Hello. Let me start by saying, I have never had to deal with a case like this be-

fore. I’ve had belts, glasses and necklaces biting people’s ears, but never shoes. This 

could be a serious case. I really understand your problem though. Wait just one hour. 

Cucumbers didn’t work? I thought they always worked. Well, that’s beside the point. 

First you need to stay calm. Next you will need to get milk, eggs, sugar…oops that’s my 

shopping list. OK, so here’s the final answer (dramatic pause):  take off your shoe. 

 

 Sincerely, 

 Fred 



December 12, 
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The Davenport Fire Department giving a 

presentation to preschool through second 

grade.  

Crusader Chronicle staff members  

hard at work to bring you this issue! 

Fifth and sixth graders singing  

at the Festival of Trees 


