
Civic Oration 

By: Leah Z., Jessica H., Zayle S., and Isabellah G. 
 

 Civic Oration is an annual excursion here at JFK. The process 

starts in fifth grade and continues up to eighth grade. The basis of Civic 

Oration is writing a three to five minute speech about an assigned topic 

given to the school by Modern Woodmen. You would then have to memo-

rize it so you can deliver it. It involves writing notecards, outlines, form-

ing paragraphs, and peer editing. Many of the upper grade teachers have 

the students do some form of “fun” memorizing activities. This includes writing a rap about the speech, 

saying the introduction in an accent of your choice, etc. In the first round, six people from each grade 

move on to deliver their speech yet again. From there, fifth  and sixth grade compete against each other, 

and 7th and 8th grade go head-to-head. Six move on from each category and go to the Parish Center 

Round (this year it was the gym round due to an event taking place in the 

parish center). This year in fifth and sixth grade Cole M., Matthew M., Elexa 

A., Mary D., Isabella K. and Allie A. went to the Parish Center Round. In 

seventh and eighth grade Dawsen D., Meadowe C., Leah Z., Anastasia M., 

Zayle S., Evan L. and Annette B. moved on. The top three from the two  

categories get a plaque and move on to the Modern Woodman Round. In 

fifth and sixth grade Cole M., Isabella K., and Allie A. moved on and in  

seventh and eighth grade Zayle S., Dawson D., and Anastasia M. advanced. 

These contestants went to the district round. The highlight for many of the 

students who competed in the Parish Center Round is definitely the Hy-Vee cookies!  

This year one student from JFK placed at the district round at Modern Woodmen and is still  

continuing her Civic Oration Process. Winner of the seventh and eighth grade Parish Center round, Zayle 

S. moves forward with a second place finish at the district round! We wish her best of luck on May 20, 
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the day she gives her speech again at the state round. Zayle has been successful by not 

messing around during class so that way she can get a lot done. She tends to memorize 

her speech during the proofreading process, as that is when she becomes most familiar 

with her writing.  She then practices almost each night up to two weeks in advance  

before she presents her speech. Civic Oration has helped Zayle, as well as many others, 

to get comfortable with public speaking. This will help JFK students have a head start 

when it comes to high school and college classes. She also has some points of  

improvement for the process in general. The main thing she thinks that should be  

modified is the notecard process. Zayle says, “We should cut out the notecard process; the note cards are a 

time waster.” Along with note cards she thinks that the peer editing process takes a lot of time and that time 

could be spent writing or memorizing our speeches.  

Many fifth graders were a little timid, but Matthew M. says that the process was not as challenging 

as he expected. However, this does not mean that Civic Oration was smooth sailing. Finding the articles and 

hidden characteristics beyond the obvious proved to be challenging. The easiest part of the process for him 

was when his teachers would help out in putting the information in the perfect place. Matthew was honestly 

expecting Civic Oration to be horrible, but it was not as bad as expected. Isabella K. gave us a sixth grade 

perspective. She enjoyed moving on, and yet didn’t expect to because a lot of people in her grade were  

really good at speaking. Isabella says that she does feel like she has improved since last year! 
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Pleasant Preschoolers 

By: Anthony P., Cayden M., & James W. 

 The beginning of this year’s preschool class; was when all the kids 

learned simple things like putting on their coats, socializing, and pencil holding. 

The students had a chance to see what they could do. With all the learning and 

fun the kids had everyday, they still had time to work and learn. They worked 

very  hard, but still had fun doing it. Interviewing 

the teachers was a fun time and seeing all the kids having fun and learning is a 

very special part of the teachers’ day. The teachers try to work on math, literacy, 

and social skills. Even though it was tough learning all of these skills, it is also 

worth it in the future. Math, Science, Social Development, Language-Literacy, 

Arts, and Social Studies are very important to the children as they learn all of 

these subjects throughout the years. The teachers try to ensure that the children 

grow socially, physically, creatively and, last of all and most im-

portantly, spiritually. 

 When we went downstairs to talk to the teachers, they were 

happy to see us there said that we had really good question, and they 

had really good answers. One of the questions was “What is your  

favorite thing about preschool?” Mrs. Brownell answered very happily 

“Everyday is a different day.” 

The next question was, “How were the kids at the beginning of the year 

compared to now?” Mrs. Brownell and Mrs. Blocker both said that 

“They are very independent now, but they are also very sassy.” Every 

year, new kids come to preschool to learn new things and it is  

different.  These kids are the future!  



Succeeding Second Grade 

By: Adam B., Nyomi M., and Elizabeth V. 

 

 It has been a very exciting year for the second graders! Two 

kids, Cayden F. and Alex M., were both part of the Saints Parade. The 

 students have received First Communion and Reconciliation. Many  

students also participated in the Talent Show, which was equally fun and 

exciting. 

 We interviewed Aiden N., a student from 2A. He said that the best 

thing about second grade was getting to learn new things, like his favorite activity, science. Along with  

science, he enjoyed his field trip to “Cat in the Hat”. Aiden is really looking forward to field trips in 3rd grade. 

Next year, he wants his homeroom teacher to be Mrs. Vogel. 

We also interviewed two other students, Preston F. and Isabella M., from 2P. Preston F. said. The three 

recesses and First Communion were his favorite parts of second grade. Isabella M can’t wait for science 

class.     

 There are two awesome second grade teachers in JFK: Mrs. Poster and Mrs. Maxwell. Mrs. Poster’s 

favorite moment with her second graders is First Communion and she said she chose this job because she 

loves kids. Mrs. Maxwell, just like Mrs. Poster, expressed her favorite moment with the second graders was 

First Communion. Her favorite moment was making bread and recreating the Last Supper.  She really loved 

her teachers when she was younger and wants to do to the same for other children.        



Phenomenal Fifth Grade 

By: Hope F., Ryan L., Annette B.  

 Fifth grade is a time of transitions and changes into middle school. 

Delaney S., a fifth grader who will be entering sixth grade next year, shared what 

excites and scares her. Delaney said she is excited to change classrooms and 

have science in the lab instead of her homeroom. On the other hand, Delaney is 

nervous to have new teachers. Even though she is nervous to have 

new teachers, Delaney said that she would like to have Mrs. 

Woerdehoff as her homeroom teacher in sixth grade.  

 Fifth grade is a year that many opportunities are offered. 

Fifth grade comes with new experiences like Civic Oration and 

Band. Delaney said that her Civic Oration experience was good and 

now she knows what she needs to work on for next year. Delaney 

also participated in band this year and said her favorite part were 

the songs they played and Mr. Connors. 

 In addition to Delaney who had a lot fun in fifth grade, so 

did Mrs. Lundquist, one of the fifth grade teachers. She said that 

this year’s group was a very fun class to teach and that one of 

her favorite subjects to teach this year was science. This year in 

science, Mrs. Lundquist taught a lot of STEM (Science,  

Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) activities. Some of the 

activities included making ice cream! In addition to teaching 

science, social studies was her other favorite subject. This year 

in Social Studies, she taught about the 13 colonies and the 

American Revolution. Since this year was an election year, her 

class participated in a candy bar election to prepare for the 

presidential election. It’s not just the kids that are excited for 

summer. Mrs. Lundquist said she, too, is excited for summer. 

This summer she said that she hopes to go to a Cubs game. 

The fifth graders have had an exciting year at JFK and are 

now ready for their transition to middle school for their next 

year here.  



Seventh Grade 

By: Jacob D., Danny S., & Richie G. 
 

 The seventh grade has done many things to help them prepare for life 

and for them to not only think about themselves, but rather for others. You 

might have noticed the seventh graders walking outside with water jugs dur-

ing their gym class during the first week of May. There was a very important 

lesson behind that simple act. As explained in an interview with Miss Burken, 

the point of this experiment was to have a simulation of what it is like for people in countries that have to 

carry their water. Not everybody is as fortunate as we are. People in different countries don’t get running 

water in the way that we do. They can’t just turn on the sink and get water to wash dishes, or turn on the 

washing machine and wash their clothes. They have to manually get their water. The seventh graders want-

ed to experience what it was like to have to walk with the water they received. 

The seventh grade went on a field trip to Circa 21 for preparation of the spring show. They also plan 

on going to the Putnam at the end of the year with money that they raised through the blood drive. There 

were a couple of books that the seventh grade read as a class. These books were The Giver and A Long 

Walk to Water. A Long Walk to Water is where the inspiration for the water jug experience came from. You 

might have heard of SPECAB, but what exactly does it do for you? It’s very simple, SPECAB met the 

needs for learning new vocabulary, using them in a sentence, and it taught them about many different types 

of writing. They have also learned about different things, not just SPECAB and the water jugs. A few other 

things that they learned about were the lives of saints, the fruits of the Spirit, and about different writing 

skills. According to Miss Burken, the class has been very engaged in religion class and they have worked 

hard. 

 Another amazing teacher that we interviewed was Mrs. Whelchel. 

She is a homeroom teacher for the seventh grade and teaches math and social 

studies to them. She also teaches math to the eighth graders. Mrs. Whelchel 

stated that this year’s class learned about the water crisis in the world and 

about new math goals. They also learned about the purification of water and 

where the water crisis is. We interviewed Ethan B., Tori T., Aimee W., Ayden W., Noah C., and Anastasia 

M. from the seventh grade class. When they were asked what their favorite part of the year was, they  

responded with field trips, lunch, and music class. Obviously, this class likes to have fun. According to 

these students, the best description of their class is that they are fun and good at sports. 

 Their favorite lunches of the year were orange chicken, bosco sticks, and the spicy chicken  

sandwich. One of the many things they learned was fun math techniques. They were asked who was the 
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The New Custodian 

By: Meadowe C, Sam H, and Evan L. 
 

“I just love life.” -Alan Holland   

 

 On March 27, 2017, JFK hired a new custodian by the name of Alan 

Holland. Mr. Holland works very hard to keep our school as clean as can be. Mr. 

Holland describes himself as, “A very energetic, positive, and all-around happy person.” He enjoys working 

at JFK because he has freedom, nobody bothers him while he’s tidying up the school, and he likes cleaning 

independently. Mr. Holland said he’s liked cleaning ever since a young age, so the job is a perfect fit for him. 

 Mr. Holland has a very strong and healthy relationship with the Lord. As a matter of fact, he said his 

absolute favorite activity to participate in outside of work is attending church. He also used to be the “sound 

guy” at his church. He described himself as an extremely happy Christian. 

“Family,” Mr. Holland said, “is very important to me.” He told us he has one brother and two  

 sisters. He also has a son, who is currently six years old. He looked up to his family when he was younger, 

but his biggest influence and the person he looked up to the most growing up was his church pastor. 

 Before Mr. Holland moved to Moline, Illinois, in 2004, he lived in both Tokyo, Japan, and in 

the state of Hawaii. He said Hawaii is actually his dream location to live in. He has lived in several different 

locations before because he worked in the Armed Forces. He also used to be a truck driver. 

 Here at JFK we try our best to make any new staff members or students feel welcome. Mr.  

Holland said that the best thing we can do to help make his job easier is to attempt to be a little cleaner. If 

you see him in the halls, be sure to say hello and wave. We hope you enjoy it here Mr. Holland!  

biggest influence on them. Their answer was none other than our very own Mrs. Tilkens. All of the students 

enjoy her class and they look up to her. Finally, the things that this year’s seventh grade class is looking  

   forward to in eighth grade are: the teachers and the students against teachers volleyball game during Catho-

lic Schools Week. It was a pleasure getting to know this class and it is going to be fun as we watch them 

grown in their JFK careers.  
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