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Christ 
 

   The 
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 I hope and pray that this issue of the Victory Voice 
finds all parishioners doing well during these mid-summer 
days.  As with past summers, the parish is busy with activity 
as staff members and volunteers complete projects and 
develop programming for the start of another academic 
year.  The amazing staff and volunteers of the school and 
parish are always working hard to improve our facilities and 
programs, so thank you for all you do to help and support 
the mission and vision of OLV and JFK!  We are truly blessed 
by the amazing people who give so much in support of our 
parish and school.     
 
 I will be using my weekly bulletin articles over the 
next six weeks to keep the parish up-to-speed on the 
progress of these projects, but I want to spend the rest of 
this article talking about one specific summer project--the 
parish center kitchen.    
 
 The kitchen in the parish center has a plaster wall 
that has been showing signs of water damage for some 
time, but the damage has gotten significantly worse over 
the last six months.  It was decided by parish leadership 
that this plaster wall would have to be removed in order to 
assess why water was coming into the kitchen.  Since we 
use this kitchen quite frequently, I know that this causes 
frustration for many entities in the parish.  Therefore, I 
want to thank all of the different groups in the parish who 
have been so good in accommodating this work.  Many 
schedules and activities have been changed or adjusted to 
get this project started, so again, I appreciate everyone's 
patience.   
 
 The first stage of this project was completed during 
the first weekend of June with the help of The Odd Jobs 
Committee and other volunteers.  It continues to move 
forward with investigative work on why water came in 
through the wall.  We continue to talk with many different 
experts, along with our insurance company, in order to 
figure out how to get the water to stop from coming into 
the kitchen.  With each passing day, I believe that we are 
getting closer and closer to getting a final solution, so I 
believe that we will begin a fix on the outside of the 
building in the near future.  

  
                                                                          
 While the kitchen is torn apart to get the wall fixed, 
the parish is hoping to do some upgrades to the kitchen, so 
we can make it more accessible and replace some of the 
aging parts.  Therefore, there will be a group formed to 
ensure that this project gets plenty of input from the 
different stakeholders in the parish that use the parish 
center kitchen.  Bob Briggs has volunteered to lead this 
group of people to help guide the remodeling of the parish 
center kitchen.  If you have questions or concerns, please 
contact the parish office, and we will get you in touch with 
Bob or another member of his group.      
 
 The cost of this project will not be finalized until 
some more information is found out, but we are going to try 
our best to get the problems resolved while making some 
needed upgrades to the kitchen.  The Finance Council will 
be working with different organizations within the parish to 
get this project funded once the final cost is found out.    
 
 If you have any questions about this project or 
anything else, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I will 
strive my best to keep the parish informed about this 
project and the other activities happening around the 
parish.  
 
 Have a blessed rest of your summer, and we ask, as 
we always do... 
 
 
 Our Lady of Victory, pray for us!   

The Pastor’s Column 
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Parishioners from Our Lady of Victory have been busy sharing their time and talents to improve 
the appearance of our campus and to address various maintenance needs our facilities require 
this spring.  Their efforts and commitment to the overall quality of our parish facilities are 
greatly appreciated!  Among the most recent projects undertaken are the Marian Garden, the 
Parish Center Kitchen remodel, and the removal of dead trees. 

 
Many parish members have noted the beautiful gardening 
upgrades in the Marian Garden near the church’s winter 
entrance.  Members of four parish families with a passion for 
horticulture spent several hours removing old growth plants 
and replacing them with fresh plantings as well as adding fresh 
mulch to the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our parish center kitchen requires some wall damage repairs as well as other upgrades as we 
seek to maintain a high-quality kitchen facility there.  After the Ladies Council removed the 
plates and glasses stored in the cabinets, several men volunteered to demolish and remove the 
old cabinets and drywall in phase one of the remodel project.  Subsequent phases will include:  
procurement of new cabinets and storage fixtures, installing new wallboard, replacing/restoring 
flooring, replacing old ceiling tiles, and installing additional ventilation.  By utilizing the talents 

of our parishioners throughout this process, we are able to control the timeline and cost of the project, which we hope to 
complete before school resumes in August. 
 
We have several other potential projects, large and small, on our campus facilities maintenance plan.  If you like to 
paint, or are interested in landscaping, or are skilled in a trade and would like to get involved through volunteering your 
time and talent to better our parish, we would love to hear from you!  Please contact Dave Mattke, at the parish office 
(563)391-4245, or Chuck Gerlach, at (630)544-7845 for further information on opportunities to contribute to Our Lady of 
Victory’s community of faith. 

 

 
 

      Stewardship in Action 
                      By:  Chuck Gerlach 

Beauty is God’s handwriting. 

Welcome it in every fair flower, 

and thank God for it 

as a cup of blessing. 

-Ralph Waldo Emerson 
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 As a proud mother of two Assumption graduates and JFK alumni and one current Crusader, I would like to 
take a minute to reflect on the positive influence JFK had and has on my three children. Both Calvin and Erika had 
successful high school and college (for Calvin at Iowa State) careers and I am very proud of them. I firmly believe the 
values and work ethic they learned at JFK is a large part of that. Civic oration has given them confidence in their 
ability to speak for themselves.  

 Erika's memories of her teachers at JFK has led to her decision to become an elementary school teacher. The 
strong faith background and the compassion she was submersed in for 8 years at JFK has led her to embark on a 
mission trip this summer to Haiti. The friendships Calvin and Erika made at JFK have lasted through the years and 
they still consider their Crusader classmates amongst their closest friends.  

 As a teacher at Assumption I also have to brag about JFK. Of the 86 awards and recognitions that I watched 
being handed out at senior awards 2018, 35 of them alone were JFK alumni. And that included academics, sports, 
fine arts and several leadership awards which I was most proud of. I am very excited to see what path my youngest 
son Nate decides to take. I know he has a strong support group at JFK. So a big thank you to Chad and the faculty and 
staff at JFK. Thank you for caring for my kids and helping them become the people they are today.  

 Go Crusaders! 

 

There is a difference in education…. 

Back to school registration 
 

We are still registering for the 2018/2019 school year.  Pre-school through- 8th grade spots are still available. If you 
have not turned in your contract please do so quickly to reserve your spot 
 
Save the date:  Back to School registration is Sunday, July 29th 10 AM to 1 PM and Monday, July 30th 5 PM to 7 
PM  in the JFK School Cafeteria/Gym. 
 
As a reminder, JFK summer office hours are Monday through Thursday,  8 AM to 3 PM. 

https://www.facebook.com/120137398046204/photos/a.277375728989036.65154.120137398046204/1799592560100671/?type=3
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We are disciples of Jesus Christ making faith matter and sharing God’s love to make more disciples. 
 
 This is the vision of OLV youth ministry, what we want to be as a ministry of youth, for youth, and by youth. But 
what does this mean? What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ, to make faith matter, and to share God’s love? A 
disciple is a student of a master, and our master is Jesus Christ. Master doesn’t just mean “teacher” like teachers who 
work with kids in school helping them understand a particular subject or subjects. If that’s all Jesus was, we wouldn’t 
need Him! Every prophet, philosopher, and guru has been able to tell people to forgive others, don’t do things to people 
that you don’t like, and be kind and compassionate. What “master” means is someone who shows a whole way of being, 
not just a set of rules or teachings. Jesus came to set us free from our sins and from death itself through His Passion, 
death on the cross, and Resurrection. In His suffering and death He took up our sins, in His Resurrection He offers us new 
life. His Mastery is of sin and death, and He masters them through humility and obedience to God the Father. To be His 
disciple means to pattern your whole life on His – to dedicate yourself not just to learning the lessons He taught, but to 
becoming like Him: someone who humbly loves God, serves others, and offers sufferings and trials up to God. Why? Why 
would anyone want this? Why do we want be disciples and to make more disciples? This is the mission, not just of OLV 
youth ministry, but of the Church itself, this is what we exist to do! But why? 
 
 Freedom. Anyone who has ever tried to go without sinning, even for a small period of time, knows that it is 
impossibly difficult, emphasis on the “impossible.” If you don’t believe me, try it yourself. Review the ten 
commandments, and try to go a whole month without working on Sunday and making sure to go to mass, without swearing 
or taking the Lord’s name in vain, without being angry, lustful, greedy, or envying others their gifts, without 
disrespecting your parents, teachers, or boss, and all the rest. If you can, we’ll take lessons from you. If you can’t, you 
will start to understand why we need Jesus. God offers us freedom from sin – not just the consequences like Hell which 
we are taught to fear – but from the problems it causes here and now. The closer you grow to Christ, the less you will 
give in to temptation, and the more free you will become. Why should we want to be free? Because it’s only when we 
are free that we can truly love.  
 

Think about it – if you’re a slave to sin, if you cannot even stop yourself from swearing, or looking at 
pornography, or get yourself to mass on Sundays, then how will you become selfless enough to truly love someone else? 
The whole definition of a slave is someone who does not own him- or her-self. A slave to sin is owned by sin. If you’re a 
slave to sin, you do not own yourself. If you do not own yourself, you cannot give yourself to another. The whole 
definition of love is the ability to give yourself fully and freely to someone else! God’s grace, offered to us through 
Christ’s death and resurrection, gives us the power to be free. That freedom exists first so that we can love God – God 
sets us free through His love for us so that we can love Him (1 Jn 4:19), so that we can possess ourselves enough to give 
ourselves back to Him! From there He works more and more in our lives, freeing us to love everyone better, including our 
own selves with all our past sins and struggles and brokenness. This is what it means to be a disciple! This is what we 
want to offer to others as disciples: Freedom, love, and healing of our brokenness. This is what God does in us through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, especially in Baptism, Confession, the Eucharist, and Confirmation. 

 
 This year I will become Coordinator for our Confirmation program here at Our Lady of Victory, in addition to my 
responsibilities as Coordinator of Youth Ministry. My goal is to refocus our Confirmation program on discipleship – on these 
basic facts about what it means to be a Catholic Christian, why we need God, what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, and 
the incredible benefits we receive when we fall in love with Christ. We want to help all the members of our parish who 
are being Confirmed to understand the power of Confirmation in their lives – and we do that as disciples by sharing with 
them the power of the Sacrament through stories of our lives, through modeling the life of a disciple as someone who 
lives in the pattern of our Master, Jesus Christ. 
 
 This, like youth ministry as a whole, isn’t something that only a select few get to do, or ought to do. This is the 
work of the parish – making and forming disciples is the work of the whole Church, not just priests, staff, or participants 
in ministry. If you are part of the Church, this is your purpose just as it is mine. So while this year I will speak more on our 
vision and goals for Confirmation here at OLV, what the Sacrament means, and the importance of living it out, for now I 
just want to remind everyone in this community to grow with God, share your faith, and love your neighbors. 
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OLV Health Ministry Team 
 By:  Bonnie Behyl 

 

The Health Ministry Team is growing in order to meet more needs of the parishioner here at 
OLV.  Please help us welcome Char McGovern as a Health Advocate.  Char is a Registered Diagnostic 
Medical Sonographer, and has 35 years of experience in the medical field.  She started as an X-Ray 
Tech at the age of 17, then became trained in ultrasound as the specialty evolved.  She has had a 
fascinating career and has always loved her profession.  She not only is passionate about her career 
but is also passionate about her church and community.  Char and Steve, her husband of 44 years, 
have been members of OLV for 30 years.  She is the leader of the Christian Service Ministry, a lector 
and Eucharistic Minister and an ambassador for the Christ Our Life Conference which will be held this 
fall in Des Moines.  Char is an active member of the Wellness Committee and provides dishes for the Salvation Army and 
funeral dinners.  She was instrumental in getting the Prayer Shawl Ministry started at OLV.  In addition to all of her 
church commitments.  Char enjoys spending time with her grandchildren, playing golf and reading.   

 
Char feels the Holy Spirit was leading her to this ministry at a time in her life when she wasn't sure what God's plan was 
for her.  She stated that in the short time she has been a part of the Health Ministry Team, she feels it's a very humbling 
experience and very gratifying.  She feels she has more to learn about the ministry but she is focused on serving the total 
person, physically, emotionally and spiritually.  Char will be an asset to our team with her experience and her passion for 
life and serving others.  

Faith Formation Family Events and 
Happenings for 2018-2019 

 
Faith Formation will continue to have family meal nights occasionally throughout the school year.    
Our first Faith Formation class of the year is scheduled for September 5 and this will also be our first family meal 
night.  There is no need to bring anything, other than your family, as food and drink will be provided.   
The rest of the family meal nights will be for certain grades as outlined in the schedule below.  If you have children in 
multiple grades, this may give you the opportunity to have meals with your children individually.  If you have children 
that are too young to be enrolled in Faith Formation, they are welcome to attend family meal nights as well.  So come 
and enjoy some hospitality with others this year.   
 
September 5:  All families 
October 24:  7th & 8th graders and their families 
January 16:  K-3 graders and their families 
March 27:  4th-6th graders and their families 
Some other events during the year that families are invited and encouraged to participate with are:   
October 10:  Living Rosary held outside on the church lawn 
October 27:  Trunk or Treat after 4:30 Mass 
October 31:  All Saints Vigil Mass  
December 5:  Advent Workshop 
March 6:  Ash Wednesday Mass  
 
We look forward to having a wonderful year growing in faith with the children of the parish.   

Giving Thanks For Summer  

Father, Creator of all, thank You for summer! 
Thank you for the warmth of the sun 
and the increased daylight. 
Thank You for the beauty I see all around me 
and for the opportunity to be outside and enjoy Your creation. 
Thank You for the increased time I have to be with my friends and family, 
and for the more casual pace of the summer season. 
Draw me closer to You this summer. 
Teach me how I can pray 
no matter where I am or what I am doing. 
Warm my soul with the awareness of Your presence 
and light my path with Your Word and Counsel. 
As I enjoy Your creation, create in me 
a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst for You. 

- Author Unknown  
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OLV Foundation Legacy Campaign – Celebrating 

Leadership and Service in its Many Forms 

By:  Sally Crino 
 
 

 
 Our parish has been blessed by wonderful pastoral leadership since its establishment in the early 1960’s. This 
past September, when we launched the foundation’s legacy campaign with the goal of achieving $1 million in our 
endowment by 2020, three of our retired pastors, Msgr. James Parizek, Rev. William Meyer and Rev. William Kaska gave 
permission for us to use their names in promoting the campaign with different giving levels. We are grateful for their 
support in launching the campaign and/or supporting the campaign through their estate provisions. Their leadership 
and service through example are an inspiring testimony for our parish. Thank you to our parish members who have 
given to the foundation at all levels and to those who have participated in the campaign, either through an outright gift 
or through a future estate commitment to the foundation. Your investment allows our parish to continue to thrive, 
grow and evolve over time. As a reminder, gifts to the foundation remain in perpetuity and only a portion of the 
earnings of the fund are distributed back to the parish and school. Your gifts are investments in our future. 
 
 Our annual report will be published in a few weeks. We shared in the bulletin a few weeks ago that we 
achieved an endowment balance of $750,000 at the end of 2017, and that we were able to give back to the parish and 
school $36,000 this year, with the unspecified portion ($30,711) being divided between helping to fund the                
air-conditioning system and assisting with the campus security system. We are so grateful to be able to support the 
parish and school in this way, because of the wonderful generosity by 
our donors. 
 
 We are pleased to share the latest update on our Legacy 
Campaign’s success. To date, we have had 56 parishioners participate 
in the campaign by either giving an outright gift, or pledging a 
specific amount over a specified time. Total funds raised through 
June 3, 2018 (including pledges) are $254,315 and our new 
endowment balance is $854,220 (as of June 28.) In addition, several 
parishioners have notified us that they have included the foundation 
in their estate plans and the value of these future expectancies is 
more than $130,000.   Our campaign will continue until we achieve 
our goal, and we are excited to share that we are at 91%! For more 
information on how to participate in our legacy campaign, contact 
any of our foundation board members.  Thank you for your generous 
support. 

 

 
 

 
Our Lady of Victory was honored to receive a bequest from the estate of long-time 
parishioner, Diana Dau.  We are sincerely grateful for this gift which was used to 
upgrade and replace music equipment.   
 
Diana’s love for this parish and her deep devotion to the Catholic faith will 
reverberate at every Mass as we joyfully proclaim the praise of God with music and 
song.  We truly appreciate her generosity and commitment to leaving a legacy that 
supports our sacred ministries.  
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You may have noticed, that Our Lady of Victory now has a beautiful new Lending Library located on the Northwest, 
(Division and 42nd St.), side of our church.  Father Dan Dorau blessed our Lending Library, and the Legion of Mary 
collected adult and children’s books to offer free to interested readers. We hope that through these books, others will 
be inspired to begin or renew their faith journey to know God. All are welcome to choose a book. After reading the 
book, it can either be returned to the Library, or given to another person. We hope this library will be enjoyed by many 
people as they walk by our church, and that they will be encouraged to learn more about OLV.  May all who use this 
Lending Library be blessed and find that their faith has been nourished by the reading materials provided. If you would 
like to contribute books for this library, please bring them to the church entrance and place them in the box provided.  

We would also like to again thank our carpenter, Dave Bruch for helping the Legion of Mary make this outreach to the 
community possible. Working together accomplishes so much! Thank you. 

Blessing of the Lending Library 
By:  Jill Gustas 

We Did It! 
By:  Maureen Mosse 

 
Thank you to everyone that made donations to the OLV Rummage sale.  With everyone’s help, we meet our goal of 
$5000.00 in sales!  Proceeds from the sale are going towards the Parish Center Kitchen renovation.  The OLV Ladies 
Council also voted to give $2500 toward the renovation as well making the total donated $17,500!! 
 
Thanks to all of the wonderful volunteers that helped with set up, sorting, moving furniture, displaying art work,  
cashiering and helping customers. We had a wonderful clean up crew who helped put the school back together at the end 
of the sale. 
 
In addition, we were able to provide outreach to Humility of Mary, Grace United Methodist Church, Love Like Lorraine, 
and Salvation Army, the teachers for their classrooms, the youth group for their youth 
room, JFK office, and the library is richer with 32 books.  Thank you to Flowers by Jeri's 
and Brewed Books for the awesome donation! 
 
Special thanks to Randy Beyhl, Jay Reed, John Kopp, Wayne Siskoff and the Knights of 
Columbus. 
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OLV Christian Ministry - Kiva Loans change lives 
By:  Char McGovern 
 
Kiva is a 501 non-profit organization founded in 2005 with a “mission to connect people through lending to alleviate 
poverty.”  They allow people to lend money via the Internet to low-income entrepreneurs and students in over 80 
countries.  Kiva is revolutionizing the fight against global poverty by enabling people to connect with, and make personal 
loans to low-income entrepreneurs in the developing world. These loans starting at only $25.00(Christian Service ministry 
loan amounts) and have a 96.9% repayment rate. Kiva is a nonprofit organization that has earned a 4 out of 4 star rating 
from Charity Navigator. They cover two-thirds of their operating costs through voluntary donations made by Kiva lenders. 
The remainder of their costs are covered through grants and donations from foundations and supporters. Kiva never 
charges interest on loans, and never takes a fee from lenders. 100% of funds lent on Kiva go to funding loans. 
 
Kiva is able to reach more borrowers in some of the most remote places in the world through their global network of Field 
Partners. These partners are local organizations working in communities to vet borrowers, provide services and 
administer loans. Their Field Partners are nonprofit organizations, micro finance institutions, schools, social enterprises 
and more. Many provide services with their loans, such as entrepreneurial training and literacy skills. Field Partners all 
share one thing in common: the desire to improve people’s lives through safe and fair access to credit. Loan funds reach 
borrowers through Kiva’s Field Partners, or through the money transfer platform PayPal. For most loans on Kiva, local 
Field Partners are responsible for distributing the funds to borrowers. Depending on the Field Partner, the funds may be 
given to each borrower before, during, or after the individual loan is posted on Kiva. Most partners give the funds out 
before the loan is posted (what they call pre-disbursal) because it allows borrowers to use the funds immediately. So 
when a lender supports a partner loan on Kiva, the borrower may already have those funds in hand. However, support for 
that loan is still needed and as the borrower makes repayments.  They're passed along to the specific Kiva lenders who 
supported the loan. 
 
 We, as OLV Christian Service Ministry selected people from three categories: Women, Agriculture and Health and Water 
to help support. 100% of the loans go to the field of 85 countries. There are loans in the US, most are for college 
expenses, but we chose women and families that need help with getting clean water in their homes, sanitation which 
includes toilets, needing seeds, plants, tools and livestock to help grow their businesses to support their families. It's a 
loan not a donation; so when we're repaid we can use the money again. Fr. Dan introduced the idea to our ministry and 
with his input and Fr. Jake's support, we decided to venture into this organization. Already, some of our loans are being 
paid off-often amounts under a dollar-but still being paid off. Eventually, we would like to expand into our parish 
community, but we wanted to learn more and experience how easy/difficult it is to work with KIVA. For more information 
you can go to KIVA.org, see for yourself the needs that are out in the world in which a $25.00 loan can make a difference. 
We could not even imagine what our lives would be like without running water or functional indoor plumbing! 
 
Pope Francis recently was quoted in the Catholic Messenger: "The beatitudes show the way, because they show that 
holiness doesn't concern just the soul, but also the feet-for going toward our brothers and sisters, and the hands-for 
sharing with them." He continued with, "how important work and making a living are for each person, but so many are 
still excluded. The first and most fundamental human right, for young people most of all is hope, the right to hope." This 
is what KIVA does for the low-income people of the world. It gives them hope. 

We Now Offer Several Electronic Giving 
Methods  

by: Judy Johnson 
 

 
Our Lady of Victory offers electronic giving as a tool for making church 
contributions via the internet or mobile device.  Electronic Giving eliminates 
check writing, improves our operational efficiency, and helps you manage 
contributions—even if you cannot be here for Mass.  
 
Go to www.olvjfk.com and select the “E-Giving” button to make a one-time 
online donation or create a schedule of regular contributions that are 
withdrawn on the date you specify.  The free GIVE+ app is available at the 
App Store or Google Play for those who prefer to manage their donations from 
a mobile device.  By setting up a password protected profile, you can log on 
at any time to change a donation schedule or amount and view your personal 
giving history.  We even have a special phone number so you can make a 
donation by text.  A 
registration link for        
one-time set up is sent 
after texting the amount 
you wish to contribute to  
563-214-0338. 

http://www.olvjfk.com/

