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One year ago in this publication, I was welcoming Fr. Dan to 
the parish with the publication of his biography and asking 
everyone in this parish to pray for his upcoming ordination 
to the priesthood.  We are now beginning the process of 
saying good-bye to Fr. Dan as he will beginning this new 
assignment at Divine Mercy Parish in Burlington on July 1st.  

His last weekend in the parish will 
be June 23rd and 24th, so there 
will be refreshments after all of 
the Masses to honor him and 
allow parishioners the 
opportunity to say good-bye.  As 
we prepare for the weekend, we 
would ask that anyone who has 
pictures of Fr. Dan to please send 
them to the parish office.  We are 
going to be making a slideshow 
presentation, and these pictures 
will be a part of this presentation 
and a keepsake for Fr. Dan.     
It is sad to say goodbye to Fr. Dan 

because he helped to advance the mission of the parish, 
and he also provided some much needed help as I took on 
responsibilities at Assumption High School.  Furthermore, I 
know that he is beloved by many parishioners in the parish.  
However, with his departure, I will no longer serve as 
Chaplain of Assumption High School, so my personal 
schedule will be similar to the 2016-2017 academic year.  I 
also want the parish to know that there will be no 
adjustment to the Mass schedule for this coming year.  I am 
currently working with some retired priests along with 
priests who are studying at St. Ambrose to get some 
additional help throughout the year, so again, there will be 
no need to adjust the Mass schedule at this time.  OLV was 
blessed to get Fr. Dan last year, so we will see what 
happens in the future as the diocese addresses the 

retirement of older clergy and the ordination of new clergy.  
If there needs to be changes in the Mass schedule in the 
future, this will be something that will be addressed 
through Parish Council and other leadership bodies of the 
parish before any changes are made.    
I also want the parish to know that you will start hearing 
about three diocesan activities in the coming two years.  
The first activity is a strategic planning process that will be 
going on in regards to Scott County Catholic Schools.  The 
second activity will have the entire diocese undertaking an 
evangelization effort called Vision 2020.  Finally, there will 
be actions taken by the diocesan faith formation leaders to 
help address the challenges that parishes are facing with 
teenagers and young adults.  These three different 
initiatives are something that will require us to ask 
different stakeholders in the parish for input over the next 
two years, so I just want to make sure that everyone is 
aware of what is going on within the diocese as well.  
Bishop Zinkula is hopeful that these different activities will 
help the entire diocese to respond to God's will, and as a 
result, help all of the parishes of the dioceses respond 
individually to the Lord's call.  
As always, if you have questions or concerns, please do not 
hesitate to contact me or any of the members of the parish 
leadership.  Finally, I would ask that you keep Fr. Dan in 
your prayers.  My personal experiences have taught me that 
the transition from parish to parish is hard for priests 
because of the relationships that they build in their 
assignments, but he will be blessed by new parishioners and 
new experiences in his next assignment.  Therefore, prayers 
for him would be appreciated, and we will make sure to 
extend our gratitude to him over the coming weeks.  
 
Our Lady of Victory, pray for us!    

The Pastor’s Column 
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The Harvest is Plenty 
By Kathy Peterson 
 

In the Spring of 2002, Asbury United Methodist Church in Bettendorf, launched a 

new community outreach program, a Garden Ministry.  This ministry was a 

response to God’s call to “Feed the Hungry” by providing fresh vegetables to 

those who otherwise would not have access to them. 

Since its inception, the Ministry has harvested and distributed over 486,000 lbs. of 

fresh vegetables to local organizations serving the homeless and hungry.  In 2017, 

over 41,000 pounds of fruits and vegetables were harvested including cabbage, 

cantaloupe, cucumbers, green beans, green peppers, onions, potatoes, sweet 

potatoes, tomatoes, watermelon and zucchini. 

The Ministry currently has one gardening site:  1 acre located north of 53rd Street 
on Eastern Avenue. Local businesses have supplied plants, seeds, tools, 
equipment, etc. at a reduced cost.  Members of a local antique tractor club have 
volunteered their time to plow, disk, and power till the plots to ready them for 
planting. 
 
Over the years the Garden Ministry has evolved into a community-wide endeavor.  
Individuals from various service clubs, churches, high schools, and Boy Scout troops 
have helped to plant, weed, and harvest. 
 
Beginning in 2015, volunteers from Our Lady of Victory Parish have participated in 
the gardening.  The Garden Ministry gives Our Lady of Victory Parish the 
opportunity to be part of an ecumenical effort that makes a tangible difference in 
our community.  Consider joining the Garden Ministry this year.  You will reap 
more than you sow. 
 
The Harvest is Plenty … Laborers are Few … Come with Me into the Fields! 

OLV Rummage Sale  
June 13 - June 16 2018  

 
The Rummage Sale will be held in the JFK school gym on Wednesday, June 13 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., Thursday, June 
14 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Friday, June 15 from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM and Saturday, June 16 from 8:00 AM to 12 PM.   
 
All parishioners are encouraged to participate by working, donating and by shopping. This event benefits the entire     
parish. All donations should be CLEAN, gently used and in good condition.   
 
Sorry, we CANNOT accept large exercise equipment, TV’s, computers, large kitchen appliances, used car seats, and baby 
furniture that does not meet safety requirements.  The proceeds will go toward the new lighted outside sign.  Questions 
please contact Brenda Fox at 563-210-4804 or Maureen Mosse at 563-579-8874. 
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Despite the unseasonable April weather, 15 adults and youth braved 
the cold to help clean up the campus grounds after a winter’s 
accumulation of sticks, leaves and other debris.  Several loads of 
yard waste were trucked to the Davenport compost facility for 
environmentally friendly disposal.  The job went quickly as workers 
were eager to move indoors where they could escape the frosty 
temperatures. 
Because she loves flowers and her parish, Marcia Dietz, appears at 
church every few days during the Christmas and Easter seasons to 
tend the poinsettias and lilies that beautify our worship space.  
Watering and deadheading blossoms is an important part of keeping 

the plants at their best for the liturgical season.  Quality plants, stunning artistic arrangements, 
and tender care preserve the splendid church décor that we all appreciate during these sacred 
feasts. 
 
Our heartfelt THANKS to the yard workers, Marcia, and all who bless this parish with gifts of time 

 

 

As we approach the time of year when we celebrate First Communion with our students that have been preparing for this 

sacrament let us take some time to pray for them.  First Communion is not only a family matter but also a parish 

community matter.  As Saint Paul taught us, we are all members of the body of Christ.  Therefore we are all 

interconnected, and what brings joy to one brings joy to others in the body.  First Communion day reminds all of us—

whether we have children or not—that the Church is larger than any one family or any one age group.  So let us join with 

Christ in welcoming children to the table so that they can feast along with their parents and the rest of the community, 

on the Body and Blood of Christ, his great sacrament of love.  

 

 
 

      Stewardship in Action 
     By:  Judy Johnson 

Aubrey A. Ian B. Greyson B. Braeden B. Andrew B. Nathaniel B. 

MaKenzie C. Jason C. Annabelle C. Conner C. Kyle D. Elizabeth D. 

Adrian E. Ryan E. Hailey E. Noah F. Vincent G. Izabelle H. 

Payden H. Zachary H. Abigail H. Jayden H. Jalissa H. Alison J. 

Lucas J. Augustine J. Milliana J. Leyla J. Priya K. Colin L. 

Peyton M. Matilda M. Charles M. Caroline M. Ethan M. Elijah M. 

Riley M. Montana N. Max N. Leia P. Mason R. Catalyna R. 

Abigail S. Sydney S. Emma S. Emily S. Ashton S. Natalie S. 

Connor T. Quinn T. Luke V. Avery V. Ava W. Keaton W. 

Peyton W. Laney W. Eric W.      
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One thing we want to accomplish at Our Lady of Victory is building a third generational youth ministry. What does 

that mean, a third generational ministry? It is youth ministry wherein the entire parish understands itself to be engaged in 
youth ministry - essentially if there’s a teen involved in a ministry, every adult understands themselves to be a youth 
minister, not just a lector or singer, etc. It is necessarily parish led, intergenerational, and works to reach every teen 
possible, not just those coming to particular programming or events. It develops a parish culture that is youth friendly, 
and helps teens build a network of relationships with adult mentors, peers, and younger children - fostering a form of 
affiliative faith which is crucial in the development of a long-term and mature faith life in young people. 

In light of this particular goal, many of the best practices of youth ministry in the past several decades have to be 
re-examined. One of those is the classic mission trip in which many youth groups participate. These are powerful events 
which seek to give teens a powerful encounter with Jesus Christ through serving the poor and marginalized, making a very 
tangible difference in the lives of others, empowering them to live discipleship in a more mature way than they are 
perhaps accustomed to, and giving them a space outside of the normal wherein they leave their comfort zone and are 
freed to think about the interplay of these factors in their lives - all in accordance with the goals and components of the 
“Renewing the Vision” document from the USCCB on youth ministry practices. Yet these trips are often only 
accomplishable by packing a group of teenagers up on a bus with a handful of adults (or fewer) to travel far away from 
home for a weekend or a week. The question that confronts us is: how do we take advantage of so many of the positive 
and powerful aspects of mission trips, while engaging the parish to lead and bring the intergenerational component into 
play? A secondary question that arises is how, in an increasingly busy world, one could convince teens (and adults!) to 
consent initially to an event that would take them away from home for a long period of time - sacrificing time with 
friends, family, sports, jobs, etc. This is our answer to that question. 
Last summer over 70 parishioners, ranging in age from 10 to 80, participated in our parish youth mission. We went to the 
Catholic Worker House over the course of three days in July to help with much needed repairs and improvements to the 
property. If you haven’t seen the before and after pictures, please head to http://www.olvjfk.com/olv/faith-formation/
youth-ministry/love-your-neighbor/ to see many of the projects on which we worked. You’ll be amazed at the differences 
you see, and the power of our community coming together. Participants performed tasks ranging from planning the 
weekend, to giving witness talks, doing construction work, cleaning house, gardening, cooking meals for everyone, 
packing care packages for the homeless, driving everyone, and leading prayer experiences. We had something for 
everyone to do, no matter the gifts or schedule!                                                                                                            

 This summer, we are happy to announce our mission will partner with Rebuilding Together, a national non-profit 
with a Quad Cities branch office which does similar work. They’ve already helped us identify a location and assess 
potential projects on-site. We’ll be assisting a disabled Davenport resident who needs help building a handicap accessible 
bathroom, better stairs for her deck, and numerous other projects around her house to improve her safety and quality of 
life - and we need your help! Come be part of our third generational ministry, put your gifts to service of God and your 

neighbor, and see just how much we can do TOGETHER. 

Congratulations Jan Tappa - Jefferson Award winner Runner-Up 
For one month every year, Jan Tappa goes by another name - Mrs. Claus. It's a Christmas tradition 
that started more than two decades ago, when now Davenport Fire Chief Mike Carlsten discovered 
Mrs. Claus at Tappa's Steakhouse in Davenport. 

"I was dressed up as Mrs. Claus and we were singing Christmas Carols and he asked if I would go with 
him to the Kahl Home," explained Jan. "To this day, the Davenport Fire Department and Mr. and Mrs. 
Claus still go to the Kahl Home every single year. We never miss it." 
 
They also never miss a stop at Genesis Hospital's Pediatrics Unit or the annual holiday dinner at the 
Center for Active Seniors, or CASI. 
 
Jan said the community mission grew thanks to Davenport Fire Lieutenant Mark Kakert, who passed 
away in 2016. 
Jan is involved in several ministries here at OLV including: Hospitality, Faith Formation Catechist, Eucharistic Minister, 
Eucharistic Minister to the Homebound and St Anne’s Circle. 
 
The Jefferson Awards Foundation celebrates public service and the people in our communities who are changing lives. Jan 
was runner-up for this years Jefferson Award. 

http://www.olvjfk.com/olv/faith-formation/youth-ministry/love-your-neighbor/
http://www.olvjfk.com/olv/faith-formation/youth-ministry/love-your-neighbor/
http://www.jeffersonawards.org/
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                  REGISTRATION FOR 2017-18 PRESCHOOL AT  
JOHN F. KENNEDY SCHOOL 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From the moment of birth, children begin to learn about the world.  These early learning experiences affect their future 
cognitive, social, physical and emotional development.  Although it is true that children are actively learning whenever 
they are at home, attending story hour at the library, or participating in kid-centered community events, a structured 
preschool learning opportunity can be beneficial for any young child before entering kindergarten.  

 

Preschool has been available at JFK since 1985 through Guardian Angel Preschool, and it started with one 3 year old class 
and two 4 year old classes.  After the state of Iowa established the funding for the statewide voluntary preschool program 
(SWVPP) for four-year-olds in 2007, JFK and the other Catholic schools in Davenport became partners with the Davenport 
school district the next year.  Through this program, four year old preschool has been offered without tuition and has 
expanded to four 4-year old classes.    Guardian Angel now offers two 3-year old classes as well. 

 

Guided by the Iowa Early Learning Standards, the curriculum of preschool has evolved from periods of socialization, 
stories, and snacking into an organized curriculum of math, literacy, and emotional and social skills through teacher-lead 
group instruction and learning center activities with peers. 
  
JFK’s four-year-old preschool classes are longer than the minimum time required by the state and meet five days a week 
in the morning or the afternoon.  Capped at 20 students with a 10-to-1 or smaller student to adult ratio, group instruction 
emphasizes emerging literacy and math skills.  These activities are often “hidden” in typical preschool activities such as 
attendance and calendar, reading and retelling stories, and number recognition and counting.  Students’ progress is 
monitored by their teachers throughout the school year using GOLD© Assessment Strategies along with assessments in 
letter names, letter sounds and emerging number sense.  Large motor skills activities take place in a fenced, outdoor play 
area, weather permitting. Children must turn four years of age by September 15th of the year they begin the 4-year-old 
program at Guardian Angel.  Because JFK’s preschool program is longer than required by the state, there is a  reasonable 
extended time fee paid at the time of registration. 

 

Three-year-olds attend preschool in our Early Childhood Learning Center (ECLC.) Two options for attendance are offered: 
Monday-Wednesday-Friday and Tuesday-Thursday, mornings only, between the hours of 7:45-10:15 am.  While in 
attendance, these youngest students become acclimated to preschool activities with an emphasis on socialization, 
problem-solving, and following directions.  Table activities include the introduction of fine motor skills such as gripping a 
pencil, coloring, or using scissors.  The outdoor play area is available to the 3-year-old students. Children must turn three 
by their first day of attendance or by September 15th of the year they begin 3-year-old preschool, and they should be 
able to use the bathroom independently.  There is a tuition charge for 3-year-old preschool. 

 

Families needing child care can take advantage of the ECLC’s option of wrap-around care.  Childcare begins at 7:00 am 
and ends at 5:30 PM.  Four year olds attend morning preschool classes and are escorted back and forth from preschool 
rooms to the childcare room.  Three year olds who need childcare remain in the center and attend preschool five days a 
week.  The ECLC and its staff are licensed by the Iowa Department of Human Services.   A hot lunch is provided, and a 
period of napping is scheduled for all the 3 year olds, with an option for 4-year-olds to nap when needed.  The staffing of 
the center follows a 1:8 ratio of staff to students for three year old children, and a 1:12 ratio for four-year-olds.  Child 
care rates apply to both 3 and 4 year olds.  

 

Optimizing learning in the early years of children's lives is one 
investment a community can make to ensure our children’s future 
academic successes.  For more information, call the JFK school office at 
563-391-3030 and ask for Angie or Dawn.  We are currently accepting 
registration for the 2018-19 school year.  Information on tuition 
contracts, extended time fees, and childcare rates can be found on the 
school/parish website at www.olvjfk.com.  

 

 

 

http://www.olvjfk.com
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What’s the word on that Campaign?  How does that 
Foundation really work? 

By:  Barb Milke 
 

These are a couple questions that have been asked recently.  
I will try to address the second question first.   
The Foundation works with a dedicated board of OLV parishioners from all walks of life that bring their talents and skills 
to the table.  We have subcommittees that work on different tasks from investments, marketing, and campaigns.  We also 
have officers that ensure we meet our legal obligations in the areas of record keeping, meetings and reporting.  Your 
pastor is an ex-officio officer who joins us and guides us in the needs of our parish and school.   As your Foundation grows, 
the work behind the scenes grows, too.  Many volunteer hours go in to making the Foundation run as lean as possible with 
the right professional assistance when needed.  Our goal is to preserve your gifts and allow the investment earnings to be 
disbursed according to established rules.  Your fund selections at the time of the gift allow us to disburse proportionately 
to the areas you specify. 
We are always open to ideas and questions if you would like to know more.  We have set up an email address of 
olvfoundation@gmail.com that can be used for questions and/or suggestions.  Any confidential or specific detailed 
information is best handled directly with a board member to protect your data and privacy.  We can also forward a 
question sent to the email to a specific board member depending on your needs. 
As you can imagine, the board members are busy folks just like you.  While we keep in contact throughout the year and 
various committees/working groups meet as needed, the actual annual meeting this year will be in May.  This is when our 
reports are entered into record and distributions are determined.   
So what is the word on the Campaign to reach a $1,000,000 endowment by 2020?   
We will have some exciting totals to share soon after our meeting, but until the board meets, we can only share that we 
are very pleased with the progress to date and assure you that 2017 was a record year for total gifts received.  From the 
time we made the official announcement and visited with parishioners at Masses in September, we could feel your 
excitement.   
We appreciated the continued support from regular supporters, the Queen of Heaven Circle, and Ladies Council.  We also 
appreciated the parish being open to our message and taking the time to evaluate what they could contribute as a regular 
gift, one time gift and/or providing intentions of a future bequest.  
The variety of methods to satisfy intentions increased in 2017.  We 
were pleased to accept distributions from accounts to satisfy 
RMD requirements, distributions via Charitable Trusts, and gifts 
of appreciated stock.  We thank you for every gift you were 
able to give.   
This campaign allows us to look more clearly into the future of 
the Foundation and will help your board members continue to 
plan for maximum growth and ultimately provide the best for 
our parish and school.  The campaign will continue until we 
reach our goal, so it is never too late to go to the Foundation 
pages of the website, print out the intention form, and return 
it via mail or the collection basket with your first gift. 

Watch for new totals to be revealed soon and watch with us as 

YOUR Foundation grows. 

 

Foundation Board Members 

Front row left to right: Mary Anne Otte, Kathy Peterson, Roni Pianca 
Back Row: Ron Gunnare, Bernie Mack, Bob Nolan, Barb Milke, Sally Crinto, 
Joe Creen 

Missing:  Mike Matthys, Paul Scheibelhut, and Mike Lazio  

Check out our kiosk in the Gathering Space for new letter from our sponsored 
friends; Jaemelyn from the Phillipines and Fernando from 
Guatemala.  
 
You or your child can write them a letter (drop in the 
collection basket or over at the rectory) and those will be 
mailed to them.   What a great way to share your faith and 
learn more about our sponsor children! 

mailto:olvfoundation@gmail.com
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Confirmation is an important milestone along the journey of a Catholic life. For these 8th 
Graders, it represents an opportunity to look at their Catholic faith in a more adult way - 
exploring, discerning and deciding to make a willful and intentional commitment to learn 
and live the Catholic faith, beliefs, morals, and practices. Confirmation completes Baptism.  
It represents a personal commitment to grow in the knowledge, love, and practice of our 
faith.   
Let us join together with Christ  in welcoming the below students as full members of the 
church. 

Braden A. Emma A. Jacob A. Elizabeth A. 

Alyanne B. Ethan B. Nick B. Lauren B. 

Payton C. Emma D. Patrick D. Dawson D. 

Owen E. Gisella F. Ethan F. Emily G. 

Wiley G. Reese H. Brett H. Alex H. 

Ethan J. Noah J. Lindsay K. Hope L. 

Anne L. Jacob M. Sofia M. Grace M. 

Anastasia M. Dylan M. Luka M. Madalynn M. 

David N. Jonathon O. Zach O. Kayla O. 

Peter P. Nadia P. Max R. Josh R. 

Rebekah R. Sydney R. Owen S. Regan S. 

Brandon S. Erica S. Anna S. Jacob S. 

Livia T. Grace T. Tori T. Margaret V. 

Kimberly W. Madison W. Conner W. Aimee W. 

Halli W. Colin Y.     

Every year on the Wednesday before Palm Sunday, 12-15 generous ladies from OLV take strings off the Palms. This project 
takes just about 2 hours. Because of this ministry, on Palm Sunday, our beautiful church is free of all the strings that they 
have removed. Our parishioners and visitors will see the beauty of the Palms as they enter the church. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People often wonder where our Palms come from. We order from the Religious Supply Center and they get their supply 
from Texas and other southwest states. 
Did you know you should not just throw away Palms from previous years, because they have been blessed? They should be 
disposed of by burning them carefully in a fire pit, incinerator or you can do what I did, and burn them in an aluminum 
disposable pie tin, in the backyard. You can also dispose of them in your gardens or flower beds, by mixing them in the 
soil. 

Palm leaves for Palm Sunday 
By:  Rita Hagner 
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Seeking Parish Council Representatives 

 
 The pastor seeks advice and counsel from his leadership board.  The Parish Council has 12 voting members, 
elected to serve a term of 3 years.  Individuals who can focus on the needs of the whole community, are willing to give 
their time and talent to accomplish our parish mission, and will commit to prayerful decision-making are needed as 
candidates for our May 19-20th elections.  If you want to take an active part in what goes on in the parish contact Scott 
Bengfort (563-441-0480;  bengfort4@gmail.com). Fill out the nomination below and drop in the collection basket by     
May 5th/6th. 
 
                      

                      __________________________________________ 
                      Nominee's Name 
 
 
                      __________________________________________ 
                      Nominee's Contact Information 
 
 
                     ___________________________________________ 
                     Your name, so we can mention your regard for their skills 
 

We Now Offer Several Electronic Giving 
Methods  

by: Judy Johnson 

Electronic giving is a simple, secure and convenient method for making 
contributions to the parish.  It works similar to online bill paying and there is no fee 
for donors.  Regular contributions and gifts to special collections can be made, at 
any time, automatically from your bank account or credit card. 
 
Go to www.olvjfk.com and select the “E-Giving” button to make a one-time online 
donation or create a schedule of regular contributions that are withdrawn on the 
date you specify.  The free GIVE+ app is available at the App Store or Google Play 
for those who prefer to manage their donations from a mobile device.  By setting up 
a password protected profile, you can log on at any time to change a donation 
schedule or amount and view your personal giving history.  We even have a 
special phone number so you can make a donation by text.  A registration link for 
one-time set up is sent after texting the amount you wish to contribute to  
563-214-0338. 

mailto:bengfort4@gmail.com
http://www.olvjfk.com/

